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YOU'D BE AMAZED WHERE THE 
ENGINEERS FOUND zasprrafion TO CREATE OUR 
BLAZER DRIVER CONTROL SYSTEM. 


Obviously, some engineers have powerful imaginations. 
And it shows. For the Driver Control System on the Chevy Blazer 
is a group of advanced suspension components that is prepared 


to handle the worst of Mother Nature. 


Cariable-ratio power steering combines luxury 
. . . ae} . 
car steering ease with quick, sure response. Changing 
lanes in avoidance situations is crisp and fast. 


The Blazer also has an independent front suspension that’s 


instrumental in surefooted maneuvering. 


Tire makers and engineers worked side by side to create 
specially tuned tires. Perfectly complementing the suspension, 


these tires are designed to firmly grip the road for a smooth, 


quiet ride—come rain, sleet, snow or shine. In curves, stabilizer 


bars help keep you in control by reducing body sway. 


When the road resembles the lunar surface, urethane 
jounce bumpers come into play, eliminating suspension-to-frame 
contact when you hit potholes or humps. A heavy, steel 


ladder-type frame keeps you stable at all times. On all roads. And 


that’s comforting—both mentally and physically. 


While all these features can help you conquer the Rockies, 
imagine them working for you much closer to home. Like on the roads 
to and from work. Or school. Or just to the grocery store. 

Now, that is truly inspiring. Chevy Blazer. A little security in an 


insecure world. 1-800-950-0540 www.chevrolet.com/truck 


Blazer is « registered trademark and Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©1997 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 


BLAZER 
LIKEA ROCK 


OUR STANDARDS ARE QUITE 
RIGID AT THE COORS BREWERY. 
THEN AGAIN, AT 32 DEGREES, 
SO IS OUR BREWMASTER. 


Take a tour of 
our brewery in Golden, 
Colorado, and you'll 
understand what it 
means to put in a solid 
day. It comes with the 
territory when you work 
for the only brewery in 
the country dedicated 
to Frout Brewed™ beer. 

Back when we 
first began brewing 
Coors Light, we experi- 
mented with a variety of 


temperatures. Hot, cold, 


and in between. Eventually we discovered that just 
below 32 degrees was the ideal temperature to pro- 
duce an unusually cold, smooth, 
refreshing beer. Today, many 

chilly Rocky Mountain winters 
later, Coors Light is still Frost Brewed™ according to 
our original, rigid standards. We believe it's the best 
way to bring you the cold, fresh taste of the Rockies. 
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Because the 


same effort that goes into the Frout Brewed” 


“like a stony image, cold and numb.” 


William Shakespeare, 
TITUS ANDRONICUS 


uate LUE tS 
"ALWAYS FROST, i 


taste of Coors Light 
goes into keeping it 
perfectly cold; from 
aging in refrigerated 
rooms through packag- 
ing and delivery in 
insulated trucks and 
railcars to your area. 
Like a smooth running 
machine (on a frigid 
winter day that is), it's 
our way of ensuring 
that Coors Light always 
arrives with a Rocky 
Mountain cold taste. 
Sure, we could spend less time and money 
paying such rigid attention to detail. But when 


your beer is Frost Brewed” 


for a refreshing taste of the 


Rockies, you go to every 

; degree to keep it that way. If you happen to stop 
in at the Coors Brewery some time in the future 

and youre greeted with less than a warm recep- 

tion, remember, don't take it personally. We're 


__ probably just buried in our work. 


¥ 


+1 i 2 
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER 


Welcome to the regional edition of Lindy’s 1997 College 


Football Annual — featuring your favorite team. 
As always, Lindy’s provides its readers with the most complete 

conference coverage around. But this year a beefed-up national 

package has been added to our quality lineup. 


Among the many extras in this issue you will receive: 


¢ Expanded national player ratings, including top performer 


composites. 


¢ Conference-by-conference previews from around the country. 
Also new this season are key player profiles, human interest sto- 
ries that accompany — and complement — each comprehensive 


team story. 


Find out how freshmen are making veteran-like impacts on the 
game, in our “Booming Babies” feature on page 80. In “Glorious 
Mayhem” on page 70, you'll read about football’s suicide squad 


crazies, otherwise known as special teams plavers. 


Can Steve Spurrier and the Florida Gators repeat? Does Peyton 


have a say in the matter? 


Lindy’s provides the answers beginning on page 8, in our Top 
25 predictions for the upcoming season. We also rank all 112 Divi- 
sion I-A teams, and tell you which of them have the best shot at the 


Bow! Alliance in 1997. 


We hope you enjoy Lindy’s best issue vet. 


See you at the Orange Boul... 


Sincerely, 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2700 Highway 280, Suite 108 


Birmingham, Alabama 35223-2472 


Phone: 205-871-1182 
Fax: 205-871-1184 


© 1997 D.M.D. Publications, Inc, All rights reserved. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 
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Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services. 
The truth about monitors, 

Newsletters vs. Telephone Services, 

How to win on your own. 


How to Bet Legally on Sports. 
— S) International Sports Book Rankings. 


Are you overwhelmed 
by all the sports 
service ads every year? 


Don’t be! Get the nation’s most 
comprehensive, detailed report on the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the sports 
handicapping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
scenes and show you the real 
performances of over 100 of the 
most prominent sports services 
throughout America — complete with 
profiles on their records, reputations, owners, the 
public’s comments and countless other insights that 
will guide you skillfully toward a successful season. This 
review is jam packed with vital information that will 
enable you to distinguish the legitimate sports services 
from the disreputable ones, plus invaluable information 
on where to bet legally and safely over the telephone. 


~ 
== 


ce Scams 


Sports i 


This seventh big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who’s on top and who’s a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key toa 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-700-9335! 


OR CLIP AND MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 


Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Please send me a copy of the 1997 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 


Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE, ZIP 


The Game You’d Expect 


From America’s Sport 


Authority 


FOOTBALL CHALLENGE Enter by 


Pick a team of 20 starters 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap 


ROSTER 


* Starting team consists of 20 players: 


3 Kickers 6 Running Backs 6 Wide Receivers 
3 Quarterbacks 2 Tight Ends 


+ Starting team’s salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 
salary cap. 

+ Taxi squad consists of any 10 players. 

+ Salary cap and position distribution rules do not apply 
for the taxi squad. 

+ Unlisted players may be placed on your taxi squad. Their 
salary will be $750,000. They will be assigned a position 
by CDM after Week 1 and may be placed on your 
starting team for Week 2. 


LEAGUE FORMATION 
WE'LL PLACE YOUR ENTRY IN A LEAGUE AND A DIVISION 


+ Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

* 25 teams form a league. 10 leagues form a division. 

+ Allteams compete for the overall grand prize. 

+ Teams may have many of the same players, but no two 
teams with the same roster will be in the same league. 


REPORTS-Catcutatep Every Week! 


+ Receive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You 
automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. 
First reports mailed September 10th. 

+ Updated league rosters and top 5 in your division & top 5 
overall sent every 6 weeks. 

* Fax service available. Call 1-800-568-6288 for details. 


Reports available on the 
Internet on Tuesday nights 


ENTRY DEADLINES 


+ Entries must be phoned or faxed by Sat., Aug. 30, 1997. 
* Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than Aug. 30, 
1997 and received no later than Thursday, Sept. 4, 1997. 


Play our On-Line Football 
Challenge. Select your team, 
make changes and get reports 


on the Internet. See us at 
www.cdmnet.com/fsi/football 


3 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES 
+ League (1in5 earn cash) 
+ Division (1 in 10 earn more cash) 
* Overall (Top 25 earn lots of cash) 


1 in 25 will earn 
at least $600 Cash 


1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th to 10th 
11th to 15th $250 
16th to 25th $100 


Plus $100 will be awarded to 
the overall leader each week. 
beginning with week 2 


$25,000 
$10,000 
$5,000 
$2,500 
$1,000 
$500 


COST TO PLAY 


$79.00 for an entry postmarked by July 19, 1997. 
$89.00 for an entry postmarked by Aug. 16, 1997. 
$99.00 for an entry postmarked after August 16, 1997. 
$79.00 for each additional entry. 

$10.00 for reports to be mailed to a second address. 
$10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed 
weekly rather than bi-weekly. 


TRANSACTION FEES 


* To make player transactions, a toll-free 800 number 
and an account number will be provided. 


The transaction fees are as follows: 
Any Player move before Aug. 31 (unlimited) .$1 each 
Bye Player Moved In or Out (unlimited). 
Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) .... 
New Player Purchase (limit 8) .. 
TSN Free Agent Acauisition (limit 3) 
Fax Service (per page per week) 
+ Player transactions must be made by Saturday 9 PM 
Central Time in order to be effective for the upcoming 
Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CST the day 
preceding any other game (changes for Thursday games 
must be made by 9pm Wednesday night). 


PRIZE 


July 19th 
For Only 
$79 


SCORING 


Each team will be ranked within its league, division and 
overall by eight statistical categories: 


Total Scoring Total Receiving Yards 
Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Avg. 
Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 
Rushing Yards Avg. Passing Yards Avg. 


The following formula is used to calculate total scoring: 
(Rushing TDs x 6)+(Passing TDs x 3)+(Receiving TDs x 
3)+(Field Goals x 3)+Extra Points+(Other TDs x 6). 


* The average categories are calculated using your team total 


completions, carries and receptions. 


* Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisserie®-style 


ranking system. Each team is ranked in league, division and 
overall. 

Stats are accumulated weekly for all 20 starting players. 
The stat week begins with games played on Thursday and 
ends with games played on Monday. 

All pro football statistics accumulated by the players on the 
starting team, regardless of what position they play during 
the season, contribute to a team's statistics totals. Special 
team yardage does not count. 

Taxi squad players’ stats don't contribute to team’s stat totals. 
Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do 
not count. 

A player's statistics are added to your team’s statistics totals 
only during the weeks that he is in your starting team. 
Pre-season and play-off statistics do not contribute to your 
team’s statistics totals. 

Division points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics 
totals versus every other team’s stats in your division's 10 
leagues. 

Overall points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics 
totals versus all other entries’ in The Sporting News™ 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 


The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge welcomes 
entries from around the world. All fees, however, must be 
paid with U.S. funds. For Canadian, Mexican and overseas 
entries, please add $10 to cover additional mailing costs. If 
needed, our toll number is 1-314-991-1511. 

Player transactions can be made with live 
commissioners 9 AM - 9 PM Tuesday through Saturday. 
No transactions will be accepted on Sunday or Monday. 
You must be 18 years or older to participate. 

No employees of CDM, Inc., The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, or their families are eligible to play. 

CDM, Inc. is a licensee of The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, and is solely responsible for enacting, 
administering, enforcing the rules, and maintaining the 
integrity of The Challenge. 

CDM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve 
The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge. 

Void where prohibited by law. 

Further explanation of all rules will be contained in your 
Welcome Package. 

©Copyright 1993, CDM, Inc. 


FANTASY FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 


PI laries 
Kickers 4 eee (cont) Ru anne Backs ond Tight Ends Wide Receivers Wide Receivers 

1D Player TM Salary | 1D TM Salary 1D 1D Player TM Salary| 1D Player TM Salary|1D Player TM Salary 
1 BONIOL, CHRIS PHI 1900 130 OuLFER, TRENT 1B 1180 247 AstOrr MIKE 1 650 401 SHARPE, SHANNON DEN 1950) 501 RICE, JERRY SF 2010 558 BLACKWELL, WILL PIT 800 
2 VINTIERI, ADAM = NE 1900 131 TOMCZAK, MIKE PIT 1170 248 HARMON, RONNIE HOU 650 402 COATES, BEN NE 1670 §02 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1920 | 559 KENT, JOEY HOU 800 
3 ELAM, JASON DEN 1900 132 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 1150 249 RHETT,ERRICT © 1B 640 1403 DILGER, KEN IND 1390) 503 ALEXANDER, DERRICK BAL 1850 560 LOCKETT, KEVIN KC 800 
4 BLANTON, SCOTT © WAS 1860 |133 BEUERLEIN, STEVE CAR 1010 250 BIENIEMY,ERIC © CIN 630 404 DUNN, JASON PHI 1280 504 REED, JAKE MIN. 1810 | 561 MCCARDELL, KEENAN JAC 780 
5 CARNEY, JOHN SD 1830 134 DRUCKENMILLER, JIM SF © 1000 251 ANDERS, KIMBLE KC 590 405 MCGEE, TONY CIN 1210) 505 MOORE, HERMAN DET 1770 562 TIMPSON, MICHAEL CHI 730 
6 JOHNSON, NORM PIT 1800 135 CUNNINGHAM, R. MIN 890 252 CRAVER, AARON DEN 580 406 WALLS, WESLEY CAR 1180 506 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 1740 563 OWENS, TERRELL SF 710 
7 CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 1800 136 SHULER, HEATH © NO 850 253 CENTERS, LARRY  ARZ 580 |407 JONES, BRENT SF 1120 507 IRVIN, MICHAEL DAL 1740 564 SMALL, TORRANCE NO 700 
8 PELFREY,DOUG CIN. 1780 |137 BONO, STEVE NA 850 254 POTTS, ROOSEVELT IND 550 408 GONZALEZ, TONY KC 1000 508 SMITH, JIMMY JAC 1720 565 ISMAIL. RAGHIB CAR 680 
9 ANDERSEN, MORTON ATL 1760 |138 STEWART, KORDELL PIT 810 255 HOLMES, DARICK BUF 510 409 LEFLEUR, DAVID © DAL 1000\ 509 KENNISON, EDDIE STL 1690 566 SHERRARD, MIKE DEN 680 
10 KASAY, JOHN CAR 1760 \139GRBAC, ELVIS KC 800/256 BROUSSARD, STEVE SEA 510 410 MITCHELL, PETE © JAC 980 510 BROWN, TIM RAI 1630 | 567 MILLS, ERNIE CAR 680 
11 ANDERSON, GARY PHI 1680 140 PLUMMER, JAKE © ARZ 8001257 BYNER, EARNEST BAL 500 411 HARRIS, JACKIE © TB 930 511 FRYAR. IRVING | PHI 1610 568 WESTBROOK, MICHAELWAS 660 
12 STOVER, MATT BAL 1650 141 DETMER, TY PHI 770,258 MCELROY, LEELAND ARZ 500/412 JACKSON, KEITH © GB 930 512 BRUCE ISAAC STL 1610 569 BEEBE, DON GB 660 
13 DEL GRECO, AL HOU 1640 |142 PETE, RODNEY © PHI © 760.259 CROCKETT, ZACH IND 480 413 CHMURA,MARK GB 870| 513 SANDERS. CHRIS HOU 1580 570 SHEPHERD, LESLIE WAS 630 
14 STOYANOVICH, PETE KC 1630 |143 JOHNSON, BRAD © MIN 740 260 HARRIS, RAYMONT CHI 450/414 GREEN, ERIC N/A 860) 514 MILLER, ANTHONY DEN 1570 | 571 CHREBET, WAYNE NYJ 600 
15 JACKE, CHRIS GB 1610 1144 REICH, FRANK DET + 660,261 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CAR 450 1415 MITCHELL, JOHNNY DAL 850, 515 FREEMAN, ANTONIO GB 1500 572 BAILEY, AARON IND 600 
16 HOLLIS, MIKE JAC 1600 262 STEWART, JAMES M MIN 420/416 JONES, FREDDIE © SD 800516 MARTIN, TONY SD 1500 573 MUHAMMAD, MUHSIN CAR 590 
17 HANSON, JASON DET. 1560 Running Backs 263 SPIKES, IRVING MIA 400 417 ALLRED, JOHN CHI 800| 517 PICKENS, CARL CIN 1460 574 BROOKS, BILL WAS 590 
18 BRIEN, DOUG NO 1460 1D Player TM Salary 264 LOVILLE, DEREK SF 400/418 DUDLEY, RICKEY © RAI 710/518 GRAHAM, JEFF © NYJ 1420 575 WILSON, CHARLES 1B 580 
19 NEDNEY, JOE MIA 1410 201 SANDERS, BARRY DET 3510 265 MCPHAIL, JERRIS MIA 390 419 ASHER, JAMIE WAS 590) 519 MOORE, ROB ARZ 1330 576 HILL,RANDAL MIA 570 
20 HUSTED, MICHAEL 1B 1390 202 DAVIS, TERRELL © DEN 3050 266 HAYDEN, AARON SD 390 420 NOVACEK, JAY DAL 590| 520 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 1290 57 WILLIAMS, CALVIN BAL 560 
21 BUTLER, KEVIN ARZ 1370 203 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 2680 267 RUSSELL,LEONARD SD 390 /421 DRAYTON, TROY MIA 430/521 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI 1250 578 WILLIAMS, KEVIN DAL 520 
22 REVEIZ, FUAD MIN. 1340 204 WARREN, CHRIS SEA 2610 268 FOSTER, BARRY | N/A 380/422 KINCHEN, BRIAN BAL 400 522 REED, ANDRE BUF 1250 579 SLAUGHTER, WEBSTERNYJ 520 
23 LOWERY, NICK NYJ 1250 /205 GEORGE, EDDIE © HOU 2290 269 MCNAIR, TODD KC 380 423 JOHNSON, LONNIE BUF 360/523 GLENN, TERRY © NE 1230 580 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD NO 510 
24 JAEGER, JEFF CHI 1250 |206 MARTIN, CURTIS NE 2020 270 JOHNSON, JOHNNY SF 370 424 WEST, ED ATL 350) 524 PERRIMAN, BRETT DET 1230 581 TASKER, STEVE BUF 510 
25 PETERSON, TODD SEA 1210 (207 ALLEN, TERRY WAS 1910 271 LOGAN, MARC SF 350 |425 FAURIA, CHRISTIAN SEA 340/525 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 1150 582 TURNER, FLOYD BAL 500 
26 DAVIS, GREG ARZ 1180 |208 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON RA! 1830 272 THOMAS,RODNEY HOU 330 /426 PIERCE, AARON NYG 330) 526 THIGPEN, YANCEY PIT 1130 583 HOWARD, DESMOND RAI 490 
27 FORD, COLE RAL 1180 |209 WATTERS, RICKY PHI 1810 273 WILLIAMS, SHERMAN DAL 330 427 CROSS, HOWARD © NYG 330) 527 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 1120 | 584 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE MIA 480 
28 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 1160 |210 HEYWARD, CRAIG STL 1750 274 LEE, AMP MIN 320 428 COOPER, ADRIAN MIN 300/528 CARTER, CHRIS MIN 1090 | 585 COPELAND, HORACE TB 480 
29 BLANCHARD, CARY IND 1140 (211 ANDERSON, JAMAL ATL 1430 275 COBB, REGGIE NYJ 320 429 BYARS, KEITH NE 300/529 HAYNES, MICHAEL NO 1070 586 DAWSON, LAKE KC 480 
30 LOHMILLER, CHIP N/A 1140 212 ALLEN, MARCUS KC 1410 276 WHITE, LORENZO BAL 310/430 GLOVER, ANDREW RAI 290, 590 BROOKS. ROBERT GB 1070 587 STOKES, J.J, SF 460 
31 BAHR, MATT WA 1120 213 MORRIS, BYRON BAL 1340 277 OLIVER, WINSLOW CAR 310 431 WYCHECK, FRANK HOU 290 531 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN NYJ 1060 |588 MOULDS. ERIC BUF 460 
32 WILKINS, JEFF STL 1060 |214 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 1280 278 ZELLARS,RAY © NO 300 432 PUPUNU, ALFRED © SD 280/532 EARLY, QUINN BUF 1060 589 SEAY, MARK PHI 460 

Quarterbacks 215 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 1260 279 FLETCHER, TERRELL SO © 290 433 POPSON, TED SF 250] 533 SANDERS, FRANK  ARZ 1050 590 JETT, JAMES RAL 450 
aa lista TM Salary 218 HILL, GREG KC 1230 280 WAY, CHARLES © NYG 280 434 CASH, KERRY CHI 240 534 CARRIER, MARKJ CAR 1040 | 591 PRITCHARD, MIKE SEA 450 

217 BETTIS, JEROME © PIT 1200281 GREEN,HAROLD © STL 260 435 SMITH, IRV NO 230 535 EMANUEL, BERT © ATL 1030 592 HAWKINS, COURTNEY TB 450 

401 TESTAVERDE, VINNY BAL 3050218 HOARD, LEROY © MIN 1190 282 MOORE, DERRICK W/A 250 496 BRUENER, MARK PIT 230 536 HARRISON, MARVIN IND 1010 | 593 MANTA KEV DAL 440 
102 BRUNELL, MARK © JAC 3040/219 SMITH, LAMAR SEA 1110 ’ 537 HILLIARD, IKE NYG 1000 594 HASTINGS, ANDRE PIT 420 
103 FAVRE, BRETT © GB  2980/220 MURRELL, ADRIAN NYJ 1090 rs team based on team as of May 8, 1997. |Repeata7\ are me ENGRAM, B0eey cH 420 
104 ELWAY, JOHN DEN 2900/21 ABDUL-JABBAR, KARIM MIA 1080 539 CARRUTH, RAE CAR 1000 596 VANOVER,TAMARICK KC 420 
105 BLAKE, JEFF CIN 2880/22 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 1050 NA Indicates that player was not on a leam-as of May St. 540 ANTHONY, REIDEL 1B 1000 597 COPELAND, RUSSELL NA aaa 
106 MARINO, DAN MIA 2560223 MEANS, NATRONE JAC 1040 541 BLADES, BRIAN SEA 990 598 COLEMAN, Al 4 
107 YOUNG, STEVE SF 24101224 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAl 1030 | LY pes listed on this PAGE | 54 pawkitis, SEAN IND 980 599 LEWIS, THOMAS NYG 400 
108 BANKS, TONY STL 2360 225 SMITH, ANTOWAIN BUF 1000 | Can be placed in your Starting | 543 cALLoway,chals NYG 970 600 RUSSELL, DERRICK HOU 400 
109 MITCHELL, SCOTT DET 2390 226 DUNN, WARRICK 7B 1000 li the ist k! 544 RISON, ANDRE © GB 970 601 MCCAFFREY,ED © DEN 390 
110 BLEDSOE, DREW NE 2350227 ASKA, JOE RAL 910 ine-up the 1St wee 545 BARNETT, FRED © MIA 960 602 HOBBS, DARYL RAI 380 
111 FREROTTE, GUS © WAS 2340 228 PARMALEE, BERNIE MIA 900 546 HARPER, ALVIN 7B 950 603 BIRDEN, JJ AIL 370 
112 COLLINS, KERRY CAR 2190\229 SMITH, ROBERT © MIN 890 Officially 547 JOHNSON. CHARLES PIT 890 604 JORDAN, CHARLES MIA 370 
413 KELLY, JIM BUF 2170 230 HEARST, GARRISON SF 860 ‘ 548 JEFFERSON, SHAWN NE 880 605 PROEHL. RICKY CHI 350 
414 HUMPHRIES, STAN SD 2100 231 PEGRAM, ERRIC PIT 850 Licensed 549 JONES, CHRIS PHI 870 | 606 TILLMAN, CEDRIC NYG 350 
115 GEORGE, JEFF © RAI 2070 232 BATES,MARIO NO 830 550 MCDUFFIE, 0.J. MIA 870 607 MORGAN, ANTHONY GB 350 
116 HARBAUGH, JIM IND 1910 233 LEVENS, DORSEY GB 830 Product 551 ANDERSON, WILLIE IND 870 608 INGRAM, MARK PHI 330 
117 HOSTETLER, JEFF RAI 1870234 BARBER, TIKI NYG 800 552 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 860 609 STILL, BRYAN $0 320 
118 MOON, WARREN © SEA 18601235 EDWARDS, MARC SF 800 of the 553 ISMAIL, OADRY MIN 860 610 TOOMER, AMANI NYG 320 
419 BROWN, DAVID © NYG 1780 236 BENNETT, EDGAR GB 790 Nati j 584 DAVIS, WILLIE HOU 850. 611 PENN, CHRIS KC 310 
120 MIRER, RICK CHI 1480237 STEWART, JAMEST JAC 790 ATIOMA! 555 MORTON, JOHNNIE DET 830 612 LACHAPELLE, SEAN KC 300 
421 EVERETT, JIM NO 1460238 GREEN, ROBERT © CHI 790 Football 55° SREEN. WUE DEN 820613 MOORE, WILL NE 300 
122 ERICKSON, CRAIG N/A 1440/239. KIRBY, TERRY : SF 780 557 METCALF, ERIC ATL 810 614 JACKSON, WILLIE JAC 300 
123 AIKMAN, TROY DAL 1410 240 JOHNSON, LESHON ARZ 770 ; ; 
124 ESIASON, BOOMER CIN 1400 241 PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE STL 750 League Positions and salaries, : 
125 O'DONNELL, NEIL NYJ 120/242 WALKER, HERSCHEL DAL 740 Players as listed here, remain J Stglg(eom age yi 
126 KRAMER, ERIK CHI 1270 243 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 730 uTM the same all season! b h d 
127 CHANDLER, CHRIS ATL 1230 244 HAMPTON, RODNEY NYG 720 : z € phoned or 
128 KRIEG, DAVE HOU 1220 245 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 710 Complete the entry form and enter your team using a Visa or faxed b ce) PM 
129 MCNAIR, STEVE HOU 1210 246 FLOYD, WILLIAM SF 660 Master Card by calling 1-800-568-6288 from 9 AM to 9 PM y 


Get your results on the Internet on 
Tuesday night! See us at 


Monday thru Sunday or by fax (314) 991-1564 anytime. 
To pay with check or money order mail to: 
CDM, Inc., 11756 Borman Drive, Suite 220, 
St. Louis, MO 63146-4133 


Saturday, 
August 30th, 
1997 


http:/Awww.cdmnet.com/fsi/football 


I] salaties are in 000's. not listed on this page. Salary for unlisted players is $750. 


lil. Taxi Squad 


Selected, must be placed on taxi squad until week 2. 


il. Starting Team 
Feel free to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 
Name 


Players not 


Name Pos Id Salary Id Name Salary 
Kye —— | 1 — 
| RB 2 
K TE 3 
aB TE eS 
B=: ———=' | WR 5 
QB WR 6 
$99 Challenge Entry ($79 or $89 if early) RB WR ———— wLC—— — 
Additional Entries Quantity __ x $79.00 = RB WR 8 
Adstional Address Quantly —xst000- | | RB wR 9 
TOTAL PAYMENT RB WR 10 


Have you played a TSN Challenge before? 
If yes, account number: 


Total Team Salary (cannot exceed $30,000,000) $ 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To receive a copy of the rules and a one-time team selection entry form void of all 
services, send a letter size,self-addressed, stamped envelope to: CDM, Inc./Football, P.O. Box 28336, St. Louis, MO 
63146. One request per household. One request per envelope. All requests must be received by August 22, 1997. 
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SportingNews 


1.Tennessee 
Time for the Vols to Pey Up or Shut Up 


Coach Phillip Fulmer’s veteran team is a lot 

more than Peyton Manning and a bunch of col- 

lege buddies he wanted to hang out with for 

another year. Tennessee has flirted with this 
FER kind of climb in the past, but never has been 

able to stand the altitude. Manning, though, 
will fill the can-do role of championship quarterback the way Florida’s Danny Wuerf- 
fel, Nebraska's Tommie Frazier and Florida State’s Charlie Ward have in recent 
years — but with the big-time pro talent that has turned him into the college 
game's 5 brightest stor since Georg s Herschel Walker 15 years ago. 

1O 1S: The Tennessee defense might actually be 
better than the offense fetes of his midseason knee injury, Leonard Little’s 
return to UT was much less ballyhooed than Manning's, but is almost as significant. 
He's one of the most unblockable players in college football, and will keep opposing 


offensive coordinators as concerned as defensive coordinators are with Manning. 
Big-play athletes like cornerback Terry Fair, end Jonathan Brown and linebacker Al 
Wilson dot a lineup that ranked fifth in the country in 1996 (237 yards, 14.3 


3: Well, there’s a trip to a little place called The 

Se on Sept. 20. Nixon was president the last time Tennessee won at Florida, and the 
Gators have abused the Vols for an astounding 138 points in whippin’ up on ‘em three times 
there in the ‘90s. Although now 52-9-] under Fulmer, the pressure has become immense to 
not only beat Florida, and to win the SEC title, but to win ‘em all. It’s sort of, “If not now, 
when?” Visits to UCLA on Sept. 6 and Alabama on Oct. 18 are not automatic victories. And, 
we cin’ t wont to mention this, but what happens if Manning ... um, well, uh ... gets hurt? 

LLL: Although it has been 41 years since Tennessee has spent 
as rioch as one no week atop the polls, we can’t see any tangible reason this team 
can't make the hyperleap through that invisible ceiling, 


A GOOD OL’ BOY FROM KENTUCKY 
HAS YOUR BOWL TICKETS. 


<i 
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AOD 
Evan Williams® wants to send you and a companion to the 1998 Super Bowl! That’s right, the Kentucky good ol’ boy with cn, 
more age and more proof than most other bourbons gives you the chance to win an all expense-paid trip to the Super Bowl! 5 
Just look for details on display wherever you buy Evan Williams. 


With more age and proof, Evan Williams carries all the smooth, full-bodied flavor only a leisurely stay in oak . 
barrels can give. And Evan Williams sponsors Lindy’s Crystal Ball, so before you sit down to pore over the See ey. 
predictions, why not pour yourself a drink of good old Evan Williams? “SS 
Super Bow!” is a registered trademark of the National Football League. More Age. More Proof. 


Evan Williams Kentucky Straight Bourhon Whiskey. Bottled by Old Evan Williams Distillery, Bardstown, KY 40004 45% Alc, Vol. ©1997 ss * Sinces1783 
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Irish smile as Davie takes over 


Long considered a great head-coaching candidate, Bob Davie gets no time to 
serve an apprenticeship in an out-of-the-way program. Considering the talent across 
the field, he might just prove worthy of his heady new assignment. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There is no better group of offensive line- 
men in the country, and much-maligned Ron Powlus is back to play quarterback in 
an offense that should be better suited to his notinsignificant skills. The 15 return- 
ing starters offer more experience with more quality depth than Notre Dame has 
had in recent years. 

THE BAD NEWS: The head coach is brand new, the linebackers 
(other than star Kory Minor) are brand new, and the schedule includes some major 
obstacles (read: trips to Ann Arbor and Baton Rouge). 

OUR CALL: With the newly expanded stadium ready to seat nearly 
80,000, more people will watch ND drive to the Orange Bowl, 


Abt t- 
V4 Cornhuskers won't go away 

After the best game in Arizona State history and the gutsiest call in Texas 
memory left Nebraska's football program broken and battered at just 11-2, what's 
left in Lincoln? Only a team with a nearly unstoppable offense, a dominating 
defense, and a schedule that has two tough trips and a bunch of speed bumps. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The 0ine and backs are of typical 
Nebraska quality, and QB Scott Frost should be improved from an up-and-down junior 
season. End Grant Wistrom leads a nice blend of run-stoppers and QB-poppers, as 
players who accounted for more than 50 tackles behind the line return from 1996. 

THE BAD NEWS: An early trip to Washington and a late trip to 
Colorado will not be easy. The secondary will be young, which might mean it is sus- 
ceptible to giving up some big plays. 

OUR CALL: A national title is not out of the question, with at least 
nine wins virtually ensured for the 29th straight year. 


Which spot in Top 5 This Year? 


No secret to the success in Tallahassee, where Saint Bobby and the Barbarians 
have finished in the Top 5 a preposterous 10 years in a row. The key ingredient is 
talent and speed, which Bowden and college football's best staff recruits well, 
coaches well, and wins with. The 1997 edition will be no different. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Linebacker Sam Cowart, the team’s defen- 


sive MVP in 1995, is back from a knee injury that cost him 1996, and is seen as 
one of the most imposing players in the country. QB Thad Busby got his rookie 
uncertainties out of the way last year, and fine backs and receivers will help him 
look good. 

THE BAD NEWS: North Carolina is for real, and FSU must go to 
Chapel Hill to re-establish ACC dominance Nov. 8, in addition to road games at Southern 
Cal, Clemson, Virginia and Florida, And don’t forget the annual joust with Miami. 

OUR CALL: As usual, plan on an Alliance Bowl. 


10. Linpy's Foorsatt ANNUALS 


Time for a dream season? 


The defense is the one by which all others were measured last year, and nine 
starters are back. The offense has more big-play guys than some leagues. The 
schedule is tough enough to earn national respect, but is weltpositioned for a 12- 
game long winning streak. Here come the Tar Heels: Of all Top 10 teams, North 
Carolina has the most experience and best schedule for a run at the Orange Bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nobody throws on these guys, and even 
fewer teams run on them. QB Chris Keldorf’s wrecked ankle looks healed enough 
for optimism among the nation’s No. 1 group of receivers. Best of all: Florida State 
must visit Kenan Stadium (Nov. 8). 

THE BAD NEWS: Really big games. They've played in few, won 
none, even in last year’s 10-2 season. There’s no getting around them. 

OUR CALL: We'd love to pick them No. 1, but we just can’t as long 
as Florida State is hovering over the ACC. Sorry. 


~~ ‘Steve Superior’ has D, too 

Confidence? Arrogance? Whatever it is, Stevie Football and the Gators have 
become viewed as the insufferable black hats of the 1990s. And after saying good- 
bye to two first-round picks and the Heisman Trophy winner, they get the chance to 
prove that they are untouchable no matter who is throwing the ball. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offense has become automatic under 
Spurrier. It is the defensive personnel and personality — which is better than ever, 
especially up front — that has elevated the program. 

THE BAD NEWS: Sure, it might be the inexperience of new QB 
Doug Johnson, or a schedule that has superpowers Tennessee and Florida State. But 
as a marked program in the eyes of opposing players and coaches, the Gators really 
can’t afford missteps anymore. 

OUR CALL: Johnson will be fine, which means the Sept. 20 game 
against Tennessee is the main thing between the Gators and the Orange Bowl. 


| am Buckeyes keep getting younger 


They can't keep doing this can they? OSU loses players to the NFL at a more rapid 
pace than anybody, but coach John Cooper just Keeps churning ‘em out. The dual quar- 
terback situation is either good or bad, depending on where you sit: But something 
good usually happens with either Joe Germaine or Stanley Jackson back there. 


THE GOOD NEWS: With young players like linebacker Andy 
Katzenmoyer, safety Damon Moore, guard Rob Murphy, receiver David Boston, these 
guys just come in waves. The schedule starts softly, which allows for maturing. 

THE BAD NEWS: Itis impossible to replace 14 starters, includ- 
ing two of the top three players picked by the NFL (juniors Orlando Pace and Shawn 
Springs), and five other selections. Penn State, Michigan State and Michigan make 
for tough road games. 

OUR CALL: The competitive balance of the Big Ten will help propel 
the Buckeyes back to the Rose Bowl. 
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Give Joe Paterno the choice, and he'd probably take Kerry Collins, but it isn’t 
as though he hasn’t been able to win over the years with less-feted quarterbacks 
like Mike McQueary. In fact, it sometimes seems as though the coach is more in his 
comfort zone with outstanding running backs and a workmanlike quarterback, 
which is what he has this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Nittany Lions are well-stocked ot run- 
ning back, with Curtis Enis leading the way, and there appears to be a resurgence of 
Linebacker U, with budding star Brandon Short moving to the inside to team with 
veterans Jim Nelson and Aaron Collins, The defensive front is imposing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The kicking game and offensive line, tradition- 
ally Penn State strong points, are largely question marks. 

OUR CALL: The defense will allow for some low-scoring victories, 
and the Nittany Lions will take them that way. 


> 


The Buffs made the transition from the Bill McCartney era to the Rick 
Neuheisel era successfully, posting a 20-4 record under the successor, and are one 
of only four teams in the country with three straight Top 10 seasons (FSU, 
Nebraska, Florida). Even with new starters filling in for 1996 stars at many key 
positions, they're positioned to show their broad depth of talent and do it again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback is almost typical of the 
replacement system in place. Although star Koy Detmer is off to the NFL, John 
Hessler is fully capable of leading the team successfully: He lit it up in place of the 
injured Detmer in 1995. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Buffs are one of the few teams in the Big 
12 that has to face the best programs in both the North and South — Texas, 
Texas A&M, Kansas State and Nebraska — and add a trip to Michigan to that list. 

OUR CALL: the only Big 12 team capable of upending Nebraska. 


Paterno needs no excuse to 


Buffs grow roots in the Top 10 


Climbing back into big picture 


Coach Jim Lambright has done a nice job of leading his program from the depths 
of probation back to within reach of the Rose Bowl. Are they a Top 10 team? They 
should find out in the first month, facing BYU, Nebraska and Arizona State. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The offensive line rates with the best in 
the country, and the Huskies have their most complete cast of players at the skill 
positions since the 1991 national championship season. Other than the opener at 
BYU, virtually all of the other big games of the season are at Husky Stadium. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are still some serious depth problems, 
particularly at quarterback, running back and in the secondary. Young linebackers 
are being counted upon mightily. 

OUR CALL: The relative mediocrity of the Pac-10 makes Washington 
look like a drop-dead favorite for Pasadena. 


Ls 


Last year was supposed to be a building season, and the Tigers wound up win- 
ning 10 games. What does that portend for this year? Well, as much progress as 
LSU has made, let’s not forget that it lost to Florida (56-13) and Alabama (26-0) 
by 69 points. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Couch Gerry DiNardo needs to find only 
three new starters on each side of the ball (18 back, including kickers). Seven 
games are in Tiger Stadium, and three of the four road games are easy wins. 

THE BAD NEWS: There's not a lot of margin for error to match 
or improve upon 1996. The trip to ‘Bama is always a problem, and home foes 
include Auburn, Florida and Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: The continued emergence of Herb Tyler as a complete 
QB, balancing the running threat of spectacular Kevin Faulk, ought to get the Tigers 
into the SEC championship game. 


Reaching for another giant step 


miami Is that a breeze picking up? 


While the Hurricanes struggled through some lean years, the Big East Confer- 
ence seemed to run in place. Now, Miami is ready to start sprinting again, and it 
looks like it will pull oway from the rest of the league. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The backfield is stocked with a half-dozen 
runners capable of putting some power back into a ground game that has been 
comatose for most of three years. The coaching staff wants more of a physical 
attack, but ‘Cones also can go deep with QB Ryan Clement and fine wideouts. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has a good enough starting unit, 
but the difference-makers (Kenard Lang, Tremain Mack) went to the NFL early and 
the depth drops off the table. 

OUR CALL: The Top 10 is attainable, especially with the Big East 
schedule, but there is still some reconstruction necessary before the ‘Canes are back 
as national championship contenders. 


‘Horns ready to hook ’em? 


It took John Mackovic’s gutsy fourth-down call and James Brown’s great roll 
out pass against Nebraska to indicate that the Longhorns are for real again. And 
with some key big-play athletes returning, Texas is ready to take another step up. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This is one of the few teams that wel- 
comes back its entire starting offensive and defensive lines. That should enable 
Brown and tailback Ricky Williams to operate effectively, and take some pressure 
off a young secondary. The schedule offers a shot at 6-0 before Colorado visits in 
something of a BIG 12 North-South showdown. 

THE BAD NEWS: They’te starting over in the secondary, replac- 
ing four multiyear starters at once. Although the schedule suggests 9-11 wins, the 
Longhorns haven't proven they can win when they're supposed to win. 

OUR CALL: The Big 12 South is theirs for the taking, but can they 
put together a full season for a change? 
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Rugged schedule may limit rise 


Even though the Wolverines have had fun wrecking Ohio State’s national 
championship hopes, Michigan fans are anxious to see coach Lloyd Carr's team re- 
establish those kind of goals for themselves, following successive four-loss seasons. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There's lots of experience led by perhaps 
the nation’s No. 1 player in cornerback /receiver Charles Woodson. The Wolverines’ 
defense is loaded. 

THE BAD NEWS: The O-line hos a lot of shuffling going on, and 
the QBs and RBs have been inconsistent. The schedule is brutal (eight 1996 bowl 
teams), with Big Ten “misses” being also-rans Illinois and Purdue. September non- 
conference foes including Colorado and Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: Even if the veteran Wolverines show some glimpses of 
greatness early, they can’t be expected to break through into national contention 
against this schedule. 


Welcome DuBose... you better win 


New coach Mike DuBose got his dream job, but the honeymoon won't last 
long: A fast start won't move the fan's meter, since the Tide almost always starts 5- 
0 or better. He’s got only 10 returning starters and must get a young offensive line 
(three sophomores) and all new starting linebackers to play like vets. 

THE GOOD NEWS: At 63-11-1 on the field over the past six 
seasons, Bama knows how to win, whether or not the players are returning starters. 
Few teams have as many quality RBs, and DuBose promises to give more than lip 
service to the offense. Auburn is the only road foe without a losing record in '96. 

THE BAD NEWS: Lots of new starters, and the depth is feeling 
the effects of the NCAA-imposed scholarship reductions. 

OUR CALL: As usual, a soft early schedule will allow Alabama to 
build momentum, although the Tide will be hard-pressed to win its fifth SEC West 
title in six years. 


Timing is right to shock the pack 


In the age of parity (if that’s what this is), a program like Stanford, with its 
high academic standards serving as more of a recruiting plus than a minus, will 
make some serious gains at times. And this is one of those times. Coach Tyrone 
Willingham has instilled a can-do, aggressive approach, and 14 returning starters 
— including a complete set of skillposition players — helps. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quorterback Chad Hutchinson improved 
virtually every week as a redshirt freshman, leading the way to five-straight wins at 
the end of last season. Washington is not the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Non-conference opponents include Top 5 
teams North Carolina and Notre Dame ... although at this stage, those are mostly 
“opportunity games,” anyway. 

OUR CALL: With Hutchinson and his offensive options along with a 
stoutenough defense, Stanford is well-positioned for an end run at the Rose Bowl. 


= 


‘ 
BYU Burr in Bow! Alliance saddle 


Here’s the funny thing: After their 14-win season, all the Cougars really lack is 
a quarterback. Much like Florida, that could turn out to be no problem at all in such 
a well-constructed offensive system. Plus, the RBs and O-line ore better than ever. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine, count ‘em, nine starters are back on 
the defensive side of the ball, where BYU was clearly the best unit in the league in 
1995. The schedule offers high-profile games against Washington and Arizona 
State early. 

THE BAD NEWS: Will the new quarterback (whoever itis) be 
able to get the most out of the offense? Playing in the weak Mountain Division, the 
schedule again will make it difficult to gain national respect. 

OUR CALL: If BYU gets past Washington in the season-opener, be 
prepared for another season-long controversy over whether the Cougars deserve a 
Bow! Alliance spot. 


AY 
w=” Glass half-full or half-empty? 


A couple of ways to view the '96 Tigers (8-4). They should have beaten LSU, 
Alabama (losses that totaled 5 points) and Georgia (overtime), and wound up 10-1 
and getting a rematch with Florida in the SEC championship game. But then, they 
were lucky to get past South Carolina, NE Louisiana and Army, so maybe they 
shouldn’t have been .500. Either way, they aren’t boring. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Few teams in the country have as 
much experience (19 returning starters, including kickers), so coach Terry 
Bowden's club could be poised for big things. Dameyune Craig is terrific double- 
threat quarterback. 

THE BAD NEWS: With all the talent on the roster, too much of 
it has been stuck in the “underachiever” category. 

OUR CALL: With only two senior starters penciled in on defense, the 
Tigers should continue to improve ... into 1998. 


Hawks poised for another run 


A lineup stocked with experience and allstar candidates in virtually every 
position group suggests that the Hawkeyes — who have won 12 of their past 
15 games — can play with anybody again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Matt Sherman is the most veteran of Big 
Ten signalcallers, while wideout Tim Dwight and tailback Tavian Banks are game- 
breakers. Penn State is off the schedule, so the Nittany Lions have to wait fo try to 
extract revenge from 1996. 

THE BAD NEWS: Both the offensive and defensive lines 
needs some tinkering, and Banks better not get hurt — the lack of depth at tail: 
back is frightening. Trips to Ohio State and Michigan in midseason are never appeal- 
ing, and tough Wisconsin and Northwestern are the other two Big Ten road games. 

OUR CALL: A soft non-league slate creates a shot at a 10-win sea- 
son, and postseason plans may be defined by mid-October. 
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ASU<< When young team isn’t so young 

Bruce Snyder has been building gradually. So while the Sun Devils lost most of 
the top players from their 1996 dream, this season will tell us how much progress 
the program has made. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Although only five players are listed as 
returning starters on offense and five on defense, each side of the ball has regulars 
at seven positions, and if hard-hitting safety Mitchell Freedman gets his act together 
and rejoins the team, the defense should be fine. Special teams could be dynamite. 

THE BAD NEWS: ven with a nationathigh eight players drafted 
by the NFL, if it wasn’t for miracle-making quarterback Jake Plummer, the Devils 
looked pretty much like a 7-4 team last year. Now Plummer’s gone, seven others 
were drafted, and veteran Freedman was tossed off the team in the spring. 

OUR CALL: Learning on the fly against BYU and Miami, by season's 
end, Devils will get to their second bowl in 10 years. 


ACC elite must risk Death Valley 


Now with four recruiting classes under him, coach Tommy West pretty much 
has his own roster in place, so it’s time to make a move. And it looks like the 
Tigers are ready to make it, behind fine RB Raymond Priester and devastating LB 
Anthony Simmons. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Priester rates as one of the most punishing 
runners in the country, and veteran line should help him to maybe 1,500 yards. 
All of the ACC's big boys (Florida State, Virginia and North Carolina) have to visit 
Death Valley. Tigers are glad 1996 is over, with all of its bad off-the-ield news. 

THE BAD NEWS: Priester is nails, but until Clemson shows 
some offensive balance and consistency, nothing will come easy. Enter new coordi- 
nator Steve Ensminger to tackle that task. 

OUR CALL: Tiger Pow Nation appears to be headed for another bowl 
game, and might even win one for a change. 


Fifth straight nine-win season? 


No flukes here, anymore. Yes, year in, year out, the Wildcats play one of the 
lamest non-conference schedules in the country. But they win all of the games they 
should win — every one of them — and they have played Nebraska and Col- 
ofado tough, too. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stats like offensive tackle Ryan Young, 
and linebackers Mark Simoneau and Travis Ochs indicate that the roster is maturing 
and coach Bill Snyder's annual recruiting efforts are providing quality depth. 

THE BAD NEWS: The strength of the team through the growth 
period in the ‘90s has been the secondary ... which suddenly is a weakness, with 
inexperience abound. 

OUR CALL: {-State opens the league season with an October 
trifecta of Nebraska, Missouri and Texas A&M, which will tell a whole bunch about 
this team. 


Following X-factor McNabb 


Not long ago, ranking Syracuse in the preseason Top 25 delighted Orange 
fans ... but expectations have outstretched realistic considerations. Coach Paul 
Pasqualoni is being held to those expectations, however unrealistic. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Donovan McNabb gives the Orangemen an 
X-factor that has them in any and every game, and the offense looks just as explo- 
sive as last year’s unit. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has been disappointing in big 
games, and with the loss of some key components of last year's team, it might get 
worse before it gets better. Consider that leading rusher Tebucky Jones was 
switched to defense, where the Orange needs the help. 

OUR CALL: The Orangemen continue to reside in the upper end of 
the Big East, but that doesn’t have much punch these days ... and it might not be 
enough for Pasqualoni’s future there, 


We Great Dayne leads the way 


Coach Barry Alvarez is no dummy: Nobody can tackle burly tailback Ron 
Dayne, so Alvarez decided that until they show they can, the Badgers would just 
keep giving the ball to the big kid. Chances are, opponents will figure out some- 
thing, but that’s when Alvarez, offensive coordinator Brad Childress and quarterback 
Mike Samuel will look for more big plays out of a fine group of receivers. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Dayne is back, and so is most of the 
defense that was solid in several 1996 games. Playing Syracuse in the Kickoff Clas- 
sic offers a chance for national respect early. 

THE BAD NEWSshhe great 0-line that led Dayne to five 200- 
yard games is almost all gone (four new starters). A fast start is mandatory: A 
Michigan-Penn State parlay looms Nov. 15-22. 

OUR CALL: Winners of five of their last six games last season, the 
Badgers can continue that roll early. 


Must return to physical attack 


The Trojans have not shown enough fight, which is what coach John Robinson 
considers Job 1. Florida State in the season-opener is a double-edged opportunity 
that could set the tone — either way — for the rest of USC's season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There is so much athleticism on this team 
in players like Daylon McCutcheon, Chris Claiborne, R. Jay Soward, Brian Kelly and 
Chad Morton, if the Trojans can merely find their level of consistency commensurate 
with their talent, they can surprise big-time. 

THE BAD NEWS: Although the whole O-line returns (plus 1995 
starter Phelan Pounds), it was lousy most of last season. A new QB necessitates a 
physical rushing attack, which has been missing for a decade. 

OUR CALL: Florida State, Notre Dame, UCLA ... win two of 
the three and Robinson's goals of returning to the upper echelon are close to 
being realized. 


LiNDy's FOOTBALL ANNUALS 13 


ranking the teams 


POTENTIAL CHAMPIONS 
foe name ere] 


Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Nebraska 
Florida State 
North Carolina 
Florida 

Ohio State 
Penn State 
Colorado. 


THE POWERS THAT BE 


10. Washington 
ie ESU 
12. Miami, Fla 
13. Texas : 
14, Michigan 
15. Alabama 
16. Stanford 
17. Brigham Youns 
18. Auburn 
19. lowa 
20. Arizona State 
21. Clemson _ 
22. Kansas State 
23. Syracuse 
24. Wisconsin 
25. Southern California 
96. Virginia Tech 


- 


$000) ~1]O}en) 09/1) 


99. Virginia 
30. Georgia 


31. Texas A&M 
GOOD SHOT AT A BOWL 
SS SS eee a) 


32. Colorado State 
33. Michigan State 
34. South Carolina 

35. Maryland 

36. Northwestern 
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37. East Carolina 
38. Washington State 
39. Arizona 

40. San Diego State 
41. Cincinnati 
42. Georgia Tech 
‘Missouri 
44. West Virginia 
45. Texas Tech 
46. Oklahoma 


COULD SURPRISE 


47. Louisville 

48, Rice 

49. Nevada 

50. Utah 

51. Oregon 

52. Arkansas 
53, nee ) 


lay California 
56. Air Force 
57. Houston 
58. Army 


59. Illinois 
60. Minnesota 
61. Boston College 

62. Oklahoma State 

63. Mississippi 

64. Kansas 
65. Pittsburgh 


66. North Carolina State 
67. Kentucky 


68. Purdue 
69. Memphis 
70. Indiana 


COMPETITIVE AT BEST 


71. Toledo 

72. Oregon State 
73. lowa State 
74, Baylor 


75. Ball State 
76. Duke 

77. Tulsa 

78. Wake Forest 
79. SMU 

80. Vanderbilt 
Sie1Gu 

82. UNLV 


IN THE TOP 100 


83. Tulane 
84. Wyoming 

85. Utah State 

86. Central Florida 

87. Fresno State 

88. Idaho 

89. Louisiana Tech 

90. New Mexico 

91. North Texas 

92. Southwestern Louisiana 
93. Rutgers 
94, UTEP 
95. Northeast Louisiana 

96. Central Michigan 


99. a Wires 
100. San Jose State 


THE BOTTOM DOZEN 


101. Marshall 

102. Hawaii L 
103. Ohio 

104. Bowling Green 


. Boise State 

. Western Michigan 
. New Mexico State 
. Arkansas State 

. Akron 

. UAB 

. Kent 

. Northern Illinois. 
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INTEGRITY, CLASS & PROFESSIONALISM: 


Youll Find It ALL at Galaxy Sportsbook 


by BUZZ DALY 
publisher of “Players Guide” 


CURACAO — THE OfFsHoRE SPORTSBOOK 
industry has taken a quantum leap forward 
over the past few years. One of the emerging 
leaders of this growing field is located in 
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, and offers 
Class, sophistication and service that’s rare to 
find in the world of wagering. 


If it's ethics and legitimacy you're looking for, 
look no further than GALAXY SPORTSBOOK. 


“Due to the strict requirements of our license, 
our records are under a great deal of regulato- 
ry scrutiny. Further requirements mandate all 
wagers must be made against a pre-funded 
deposit account which is maintained at the 
Bank of ING in escrow for our clientele,” says 
Chester Hunter, C.E.0. of Galaxy Sportsbook. 
“Additionally we are required to maintain a 
large account of our own funds in relation to 
our exposure. This not only secures our 
Clients deposits but virtually guarantees 
payment of their winnings. If | don’t adhere to 
the license requirements, | lose it.” 


Sounds like securityto me! 


RIGHT—Sabine, just one of the 
many friendly Galaxy Sportsbook 
Client Service Representatives. 


AQVERTISEMENT 


Just call the 
toll-free Galaxy Hotline for answers to 


common questions as well as instructions i \ 


on how to immediately open your deposit 
account. You will be instructed by a 
courteous and knowledgeable client services 
rep on the various procedures. (By the way, | 
was impressed by professionalism | encoun- 
tered with each call.) 


Your secure and 


confidential account will allow us to ‘Bring Las 
Vegas to YOU’ via a telephone from the 
privacy of your home or office,” says Jerry 
Branca, Managing Director. “Now you can 
place your bets safely knowing that your 
winnings are only a phone call away.” 


The services | found most attractive were: 


¢ Prompt attention to payout requests 
¢ Toll Free Calling 
° Free schedules and wagering guide to 
active clients 
¢ Galaxy is fully computerized 
« All transactions are recorded 
* All money transfer fees are paid 
* Las Vegas odds or better 
¢ High limits 
* Open early, close late, 365 days/yr 
* Client transactions confidential 


| was also impressed by the 
comprehensive wagering guide 
which is sent to all clients. It 
covers all the rules and regulations 
aS well as all the types of sports 

4 and wagers offered. Additionally, 
a | was provided a copy of the 


wae.) 


For More information, Contact The Galaxy Hotline at 1-800-846-8968 
Wwww.dalaxysports 


com 


nn 


ABOVE—Galaxy § free brochure details all 
their services, as well as the many advantages 
of “Bringing Las Vegas to YOU.” 


Ticket Writers Handbook which showed me 
how serious Galaxy is towards providing the 
best service available. 


If you wager on sports, you owe it to yourself 
to give Galaxy a call. It's a name you'll be 
hearing for a long time to come. 


igs i Valy 


Buzz Daly, “Players Guide” 
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0 appreciate how much LSU cov- 
eted prep tailback Kevin Faulk back 
in December of 1994, consider 
coach Gerry DiNardo’s first act after his 
introductory press conference nearly three 
years ago. 
As soon as DiNardo finished speaking, 
he hopped in a car and rode the nearly 70 
miles west to Carencro, La., where Faulk 
had recently finished the exploits that made 
him one of the nation’s most highly touted 
high school players. 
“He was a symbol of how important 
the Louisiana high school football player is 


NAME 


PEYTON MANNING 
KEVIN FAUL 


RON DAYNE 
to this program,” 


DiNardo said. PHIL SAVOY 
In the years since 7A) MAVER 
ALONZO MAYES 
Faulk signed with | 


LSU, he has come to 
symbolize the Tigers’ 
rise to prominence 
after a school-record 
six consecutive losing 
seasons. From 7-4-1 
in Faulk’s freshman 
year, the Tigers fin- 
ished 10-2 and ranked 12th last season. 
“We had a great year last year, but 
this year the talk around the team is 
that we want to be even better,” 


LSU JUNIOR TAILBACK KEVIN FAULK 
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said Faulk. 

Whatever the Tigers accom- 
plish, Faulk figures to be an integral 
part of those deeds. He already 
stands seventh on the school career 
rushing chart with 2,134 yards. His 
1,282 yards last year led the 
Southeastern Conference, was the 
second most in school history, and 
included a school-record 246 yards 
in a 35-34 season-opening victory 
against Houston. 

His prowess as a kick and punt 
returner, including a 78-yard punt 
return for a touchdown, helped 
swell his all-purpose yards to an 
SEC-best 2,104. 

Faulk’s overall production war- 
ranted Associated Press first-team 
All-America honors as an all-pur- 
pose player, fulfilling a prophecy 
made before his freshman season. 
The first time Faulk noticed a wall 
containing pictures of LSU’s All- 
Americans, he said he was struck by 
the fact that no one had been added 
since safety Greg Jackson in 1988. 

“| said to myself, ‘One day I’m 
going to be on that wall,” Faulk 
said. And so he is. But he’s not con- 
tent to stop at that. His elusive abil- 
ity to run with a football merely 


D'WAYNE BATES 


FLOZELL ADAMS 
MIKE ROSENTHAL 
OLIN KREUTZ 
BENJI OLSON 
AARON TAYLOR 
PHIL DAWSON 


COLLEGE 
Tennessee 
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K Louisiana State 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
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Colorado 
Oklahoma State 
Michigan State 
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Jr 
Jr 
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Notre Dame 
Washington 


Washington 


Nebraska 
Texas 


intensifies his competitive nature. 

“What it really does is make you work 
harder knowing that people who are watch- 
ing consider you one of the top running 
backs in the country,” he said. 

It’s not unlike last year’s season opener 
against Houston. The week of the game, 
DiNardo lifted a suspension allowing Faulk 
to play. Faulk had been suspended the pre- 
vious February after an incident outside a 
Carencro lounge in which a police officer 
was hurt. But when Carencro officials 
announced plans to dismiss misdemeanor 
charges in exchange for community service 
and an apology, DiNardo reinstated Faulk, 
amid controversy. That controversy gave 
Faulk added resolve. 

“| really tried not to let it affect me,” he 
said, “but there was a bug in the back of my 
head telling me that I'd better make some- 
thing happen.” 

He did that, and more, throughout 
the season. As hard as Faulk may work on 
the field, he’s just as diligent away from it. 
He constantly studies game tapes to memo- 
rize where both his blockers and the 
defenders will be on most any play or 
retumm. Faulk said the knowledge helps him 
to run more instinctively. 

Still, Faulk can’t outrun questions about © 
whether he'll jump to the NFL after his 
junior season. 

“It’s going to take a great season to 
have an opportunity to make that choice,” 
he said. “Right now my focus is the team.” 

— Dave Moormann 
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This is not just a man. This is an intricate, fine-tuned machine. Each part works in perfect sync 


so that he runs faster and harder than the other guy. When he faces an injury, he only trusts 
the expert. HealthSouth. We understand athletes, and we understand sports. Inside and out. 


It’s exactly why we’re the nation’s largest provider of sports medicine and rehab services. 


HEALTHSOUTH 


http://www. healthsouth.com 


Providing Comprehensive Sports Medicine to all 50 States 
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ebraska defensive end Grant Wistrom is one of the most 

active players you'll see on a football field. 

Off the field — well, that’s another story. As much as 
Wistrom likes to knock quarterbacks on their backs, there’s some- 
thing else he likes to do even more — sleep. He calls it his hobby. 

“It's something | excel at,” he said. “And I’m always trying to 
get better at it.” 

Same as with rushing QBs. In fact, it’s the thrill of the chase 
that led Wistrom back to Nebraska for his senior year, rather than 
bolt for the NFL. 

“Who wouldn't love to play college football?” Wistrom said. 
“Everybody puts in their blood, sweat and tears here, and it forms 
bonds that you can’t have anywhere else. I can’t imagine profes- 


PHOTO BY DAVID L_ GREENE 
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NEBRASKA SENIOR DEFENSIVE END GRANT WISTROM 


RK NAME 1 HT WT COLLEGE 
; GRANT WISTROM Sr 6-5 250 Nebraska 
” MICHAEL MYERS Sr 6-3 270 Alabama 
2 LEONARD LITTLE Sr 6-3 247 Tennessee 
BRIAN SI INS Sr 6-4 230 North Carolina 
ANDY KATZENMOYER = So 6-4 250 Ohio State 
ANTHONY SIMMONS Jr 6-1 225 
KORY MINOR Jr 6-1 234 
CHARLES WOODSON Jr 6-1 197 


Clemson 
Notre Dame 


Michigan 
S ANTHONY POINDEXTER Jr 6-1 202 Virginia 
S DONOVIN DARIUS Sr 6-1 206 Syracuse 

CB CHRIS McALISTER Jr 6-2 185 Arizona 
P JESSE KOSCH Sr 6-0 185 


Nebraska 


sional football being as much fun as this.” 

It was never more fun for him than in last year’s 17-12 win 
over Colorado. There were his 13 tackles and his two sacks. 
There was the sleet, snow and rain. It was Thanksgiving weekend. 
“Now that was football,” he said. 

Wistrom is back to chase not only quarterbacks, but a dream 
of winning a third national title. With only three defensive starters 
returning, some might call it a pipe dream. “If two national cham- 
pionships were enough,” he said, “I might have left.” 

He said he hopes to increase last year’s 9.5 sacks to at least a 
dozen this season — which would break Trev Alberts’ school 
record of 29.5 career sacks (1990-93). 

With all this talk of national titles and sack records, it would 
seem as if Wistrom is bent on perfection. Well, he is, and he can’t 
help it. It's what the 6-5, 255-pound Wistrom has strived for since 
he was a little boy playing sports in his hometown of Webb City, 
Mo. His father, Ron Wistrom, has always insisted on it. After all, 
Ron Wistrom never missed a high school football, basketball or 
baseball game in which his son competed. Ron, who coached all 
three of his sons’ Pop Wamer teams, said he was hard on Grant 
because he saw his potential at a young age. “To be a football 
player, you have to have your motor running all the time,” he said. 

Now the nitpickiness of Wistrom’s father is comical. Ron 
Wistrom never played a down of organized football, but he is 
always first to critique his son’s play. The dad will have to pull 
double duty this season. Another son, incoming freshman Tracey, 
hopes to see playing time at tight end for the Big Red. 

When Grant is not hitting quarterbacks or hitting the books — 
he’s a two-time academic All-American with a 3.48 GPA in pre- 
pharmacy — he’s likely to hit the sofa. A little TV and a few zzzzzzs. 

“You give the kid five minutes on a couch and he'll be passed 
out,” said senior Jason Peter, Wistrom’s roommate. “He'll put his 
hat over his eyes and he’s gone. I have to throw stuff at him 
because he’s snoring while I'm trying to watch a TV program.” 

Wistrom pleads guilty. “I’m just a very relaxed person.” 

Until he steps onto the football field. 

— Eric Olson 
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Divs Chevy Blazer® has outstanding traction. Its exclusive 


Driver Control System’ sinks its teeth in to give you safety, confidence and maneuverability. 
Whether you're on a steep, winding mountain road or on Main Street. 
Chevy Blazer: A little bit of security in an insecure world. For a free test drive or brochure 


call 1-800-950-0540 or visit www.chevrolet.com/truck 
BelevAeZ, hak 


LIKE A ROCK 


“Excludes other GM products. ©1996 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 


Manning Returns With Big Plans to Improve 


y \  fter Peyton Manning announced his return to Ten- 
\ nessee, there was no slowing the rush to judgment. 
k He had eschewed NFL riches for the college experience. 
He had put his team, school and fans above himself. He was the 
biggest Tennessee hero since Davy Crockett. 

And there was nothing he could do about it. 

In fact, Manning made a very calculated decision based on 
what was best for him, not his school. “I didn’t feel that I owed the 
University of Tennessee anything,” he said. “I didn’t have to prove 
my loyalty to my school. I've been a team player for three years, 
I'm getting my degree.” 

There were numerous reasons for his return. He wanted to be 
a senior, wanted to be a team captain, wanted to experience once 
more all that attracted him to Tennessee football in the first place. 

He also wanted to improve. 

Manning shares that goal with David Cutcliffe, his offensive 
coordinator and position coach. Neither is thinking small. 

Cutcliffe considers Manning's stat line and says, “We've done 
60 to 65 percent (pass completions). How about 70 percent?” 

“Completing 70 percent is all about discipline,” Manning said. 
“As you get older, it’s harder to be more disciplined. You know 
you're experienced, you know you've made a throw before, so 
you think, ‘I can get it in there again.’ When you should be laying 
the ball off, you try to gun one in there. 

“My challenge this year is to be more disciplined.” 

Manning cites an interception against Alabama. He fired a 
fastball that wide receiver Joey Kent couldn't handle; it bounced 


_RK NAME YR —sHT_ ~—sWT__—CCOLLEGE 
|. PeyfonManning ss Sr_ 65 222 Tennessee _ 
2. Ryan leaf __ St 66 246 _ Washington State 
3. Donovan McNabb Jr 6-2 213 Syracuse 
___ 4. Ron Powlus _St 6-3 225 _ Notre Dame 
_ 5. Chad Hutchinson So 6-5 230 Stanford 
6. Cory Sauter Sr 65 220 Minnesota 
7._ Brock Huard So 6-5 220 Washington 
8. Chris Keldorf Sr 6-5 235 North Carolina 
___ 9, James Brown ones 60) B95 Texas 
10. John Hessler Sr 6-2 200 Colorado 
1}. Dameyune Craig Sr 6-1 200 Auburn 
12. Ryan Clement Sr 61 212 Miami 
13. Keith Smith So §-10 185 Arizona 
_14. Jon Denton So 63 310 Nevada 
15. Daunte Culpepper Jr 6-4 230 Central Florida 
16. Scott Frost Sr 63 215 Nebraska 
17. Cade McNown Jr 61 215 UCLA 
18. Anthony Wright Jr 6-2 192 South Carolina 
19. Matt Sherman Sr 63 210 lowa 
20. Joe Germaine Jr 6-2 196 Ohio State 
21. Chris McCoy Sr 5-10 191 Navy 
22. Zebbie Lethridge Sr 60 192 Texas Tech 
23. _Branndon Stewart Jr 63 214 Texas A&M 
24. Todd Schuliz Sr 6-4 212 Michigan State 
25. Thad Busby Sr 63 220 Florida State 
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TENNESSEE SENIOR QUARTERBACK PEYTON MANNING 


1. WASHINGTON 


At the University of Washington, gutty little quarterbacks need not apply. The Huskies go for the 


big, strapping guys who eventually wind up catching the eye of NFL scouts, which is probably 
why Washington hos made a modern tradition ot putting more quarterbacks In the NFL than any 
other college. 

Starting when Don James recruited Warren Moon out of West Los Angeles College in 1975, 
eight players in the post two decades have had NFL careers at least four years long. 
The hot former Husky these days is Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Mark Brunell. Chris Chan- 
dier is the top dawg in St. Louis, Billy Joe Hobert is contending in Ookland, and jourmeyman Hugh 
Millen will probably continue to get a paycheck for a 12th season. Future Hall-of-Famer Moon, 
meantime, has returned to Seattle, where he signed o two-year contract as a backup fo oft- 
injured John Friesz, 

Cary Conklin, Steve Pelluer and Tom Flick also had solid NFL careers in the past 15 years, and 
Tim Cowan and Tom Porras played in Canada. 


2. BYU 
No program has produced more productive college quarterbacks than BYU (not even Miami), 
and alums like Steve Young, Ty Detmer and Jim McMahon have given the Cougars a solid pro 
connection, too. 
3. MIAMI 
Yes, Vinny Testaverde is finally turning out to be a fine pro. He's picking up where Jim Kelly 
and Bernie Kosor left off. The Hurricanes also have Steve Walsh and Craig Erickson, and Gino 
Torretta continues to bounce around. 


4. MICHIGAN 


Suddenly, you look up and see Elvis Grbac starting at Kansas City, Jim Harbaugh in Indianapo- 


lis, ond Todd Collins looking good in Buffalo, and it is apparent that the Wolverines have a grow- 
ing tradition. 


5. MARYLAND 


With Boomer Esiason nearing the end of his career, Neil O'Donnell has become the hottest of 


the Terps, with Frank Reich, Stan Gelbough, Scott Zolak and Scott Milanovich also still in the league. 


OTHERS: UCLA (troy Aikman, Steve Bono), Ohio State (Kent Graham, Mike Tomczak), 
Stanford (John Elway, Steve Stenstrom), Washington State (Drew Bledsoe, Mark Ryplen, 
Timm Rosenbach). 
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WASHINGTON STATE JUNIOR QUARTERBACK RYAN LEAF 


off his facemask to an Alabama defender. 

“If you're having to throw one that hard, it’s probably a force,” 
Manning said. “I should have laid it off to a tight end in the flat. 

“Those are the kind of things | want to be doing ... be disci- 
plined, make the right decisions.” 

Most of Manning’s wrong decisions 
last season came under duress, partic- 
ularly against Florida. He threw four 
interceptions (two on deflected passes) 
and lost a fumble. 

It was just the kind of performance 
Florida defensive end Tim Beauchamp 
predicted in game-week interviews. 
“We're going to get to him often,” 
Beauchamp told reporters. “When you 
get after him, he gets rattled. He gets 
shaky. He gets jumpy. He holds the ball 
out so we have a chance to strip the ball. 
“When he sits there trying to throw at 
the last minute, he’s hopping around. I feel we can pick off more 
than one if we get pressure on him.” 

Manning and Cutcliffe look at his 11 interceptions and see 
obvious room for improvement. In his first two seasons com- 
bined, he threw only 10. 

“Tt gets back to knowing when to stop competing,” Manning 
said. “I have to tell myself, “All right, Peyton, it’s over.’ 

“Our philosophy here is: the most important play is the next 
one. So you've got to have the ball. I’ve got to keep telling 


PEYTON MANNING 


Rather thon list which team has the best depth at quarterback, os we have in the past, the 
backfield as a whole is a more substantial Indicator of what o team has to offer. This includes 
starting players at quarterback, running back, fullback (if applicable), as weil as the depth. 


1. NEBRASKA 
Although Scott Frost didn’t carry the Comhuskers fo the ‘96 national title, he was productive in 
his first year as a starter; and he can lean on |-backs Ahman Green and DeAngelo Evans, and FB 
Joel Mackavicka, 


2. STANFORD 
OB Chad Hutchinson made great strides last season, and has o terrific duo of RBs in Mike 
Mitchell and Anthony Bookman, along with burly fullbacks Jon Ritchie and Greg Comelia. 


3. NOTRE DAME 
With QB Ron Powlus and a plethora of runners, most notably Autry Denson, the Irish have their 
usual bumper talent ... and now on offense that might even maximize it. 


4. LSU 
Herb Tyler hos made the transition to winning QB, and with Kevin Faulk, Kendall Cleveland and 
Rondel Mealey, this group of RBs might be unmatched nationally, 


5. OHIO STATE 
Pepe Pearson is one of several mojor tailback talents in Scarlet and Gray (Michael Wiley is a 
future stor), and tag-team Joe Germaine and Stanley Jackson offer different strengths ot QB. 


6. MIAMI 
QB Ryan Clement is developing into the best the Hurricanes have had in a white, and o parade 
of talent lines up behind him (Edgerrin James, Trent Jones, Dyral McMillan, etc,). 


7. FLORIDA STATE 
Great recruiting in recent years will keep the Seminoles soaring in the post-Warrick Dunn era, 
with talent, depth and experience at QB and FB, mere talent and depth at RB. 


8. TEXAS 
The combination of James Brown at quarterback and Ricky Williams moving from fullback to toll 
back gives the Longhorns two of the game's top game-breckers. 


9. ALABAMA 
Dennis Riddle, Curtis Alexander and Shaun Alexander rate with the best RB trios, and the OB 
situation is adequate, with veteran Freddie Kitchens. 


10. PENN STATE 
It almost doesn’t matter who the quarterback is, since Curtis Enis has three quality backups 
and Aaron Harris and Anthony Cleary are a terrific tag team at fullback. 


myself, ‘Peyton, know when the play is over, take care of the ball 
and try to get them on the next one.’ 

“But hopefully, those guys (Florida) won't be in my face as 
much this year.” 

A more experienced offensive line should help. The Vols 
return all five starters. 

You also can count on Manning making the most of another 
year in the weight room. 

When he enrolled at Tennessee, he weighed 195. Heading 
into his senior season he weighs 225 and has decreased his body 
fat from 8.5 to 6.4 percent. 

Manning's increased strength is another indicator of his work 
ethic. He has increased his bench press by about 100 pounds to 
the 315-330 range. He can lift 425 in the squat, about double 
what he lifted as a freshman. 

He’s faster, too. Manning ran a 5.0 40 at Newman High 
School in New Orleans. Before last spring, he had been timed as 
fast as 4.85, 

Manning expects to lower that number, just as he seeks to 
raise his completion percentage. But a 4.7 40 doesn’t have the 
allure of 70 percent completions. 

“There's something about that number, 70 percent,” Man- 
ning said. “It would be a great feat. In a season, you're gonna 
have dropped balls, tipped balls. But it is something to shoot for.” 

| feel like Tennessee fans have been such a part of my life for 
the last few years. Now, they'll truly be a part of my life forever. 
That’s a good feeling to have, to know you can always come back 
here and be treated well. I'm excited about that.” 

— John Adams 
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s “ The Boomer Esiason 
_24° Heroes Foundation 


Boomer Esiason established the Heroes Foundation in 1993 after 
his son, Gunnar, was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis, a fatal genetic 
disorder. The Heroes Foundation is a dynamic partnership of 
leaders in the medical and business communities joining with a 
committed core of volunteers to heighten awareness, education 
and quality of life for those affected by cystic fibrosis, while 
providing financial support for research aimed at finding a cure. 


ON 
ENTER 10 WIN ob com 
ww.poomer i 
Or Send your name and address to 


"Boomer's Heroes" 8050 Hosbrook Rd #102 
Cincinnati, OH 45236. Offer good through 12/31/97. 


“20s Denefil the Boomer Esiason Heroes '™ 


Proceeds from each purchase benefit th 
Boomer Esiason Heroes Foundation, 
supporting a cure for cystic fibrosis. 
www.boomersbbg.com Proudly supported by NFL Charities. 
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‘Little Earl’ or Mighty Mouse, Williams Stands Tall 


e was an undersized linebacker with an oversized yearning 
to succeed, or so the story goes. Why else would Ricky 
Williams get that Mighty Mouse tattoo on his right bicep? 

Why else indeed. 

Truth? It wasn’t a David vs. Goliath thing. 

It was his voice. 

“Like a mouse,” Ricky Williams says. 

As a 5-9, 155-pound high school freshman, Williams was a 
linebacker who ran around guards rather than take them on. Dur- 
ing the middle of one game, he and a teammate got into a fight 
after the teammate, annoyed at Williams’ high-pitched chatter, 
challenged him, saying, “Quit talking like that. Be a man.” 

Almost seven years have passed and Williams still will never 
be confused with James Earl Jones, but it’s not his voice that does 
his talking. At 6-0 and 220 pounds, the Texas Longhorns junior 
halfback would just as soon sail through a defender as circumnavi- 
gate him. 

That taste for contact has earned him comparisons to former 
Texas Heisman Trophy winner Earl Campbell. 

During Williams’ freshman season at Texas in 1995, backfield 
mate Shon Mitchell began calling him “Little Earl,” and the 
moniker stuck. Rather than feel overshadowed, Williams loves it. 

“It gives me an immediate goal to shoot at,” Williams says. 
“T've got all his records to break.” 

At El Camino High in Oceanside, Calif., he wore Campbell's 
34, strictly by coincidence, and during one carry his jersey was 
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WISCONSIN SOPHOMORE TAILBACK RON DAYNE 


both breaths, he is equally sincere. 

Few in Austin believe he'll return for 
his senior season instead of entering the 
NEL Draft. One of them, though, is 
Williams, who tells people what he told 
a graduate assistant who, in showing 
Williams a prototype of the new lockers 
scheduled to be installed next summer, 
made a point of saying, “Too bad you 
won't be here.” Responded Williams: 
“You're wrong.” 

“I'd have to have the best season 
ever to leave,” he said. “I'd have to win 
the Heisman, rush for 2,000 yards and 
win the national championship.” 

Also on his hit list are Campbell’s 
school records. He’s already broken 
Campbell’s school freshman and 
sophomore rushing records, and with 
the departure of Mitchell and Priest 
Holmes, he will move to tailback and 
become the featured weapon in the 
Horns’ attack. Coach John Mack- 
ovic, who likes the ball spread 
around, nonetheless thinks enough of 
Williams to say he'll carry the ball 20- 
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25 times (he averaged 17 a game last year), as well as catch a 
few passes a game. 

Texas hopes Williams does well enough to become a Heis- 
man Trophy contender. That would mean the rest of the country 
would catch on to their quirky halfback, who for the time being 
likes to have a little fun with those who think they recognize the 
dread-locked Longhorns star on a night on the town. 

Ricky Williams? “Who's that?” he'll say, and then sheep- 
ishly tell the inquisitive fan that he’s just a guy who puts up tele- 
phone poles. 

You know. Mighty Mouse. Talk softly and carry a big stick. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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Our 8TH Season in Fantasy Football! 


1 in 10 Entries Receives a Cash Prize! 


FREE TRADES!! All trades are FREE!! No additional fees! 
Beginning Sept. 3, you can speak with one of our com- 
missioners and make 2 free trades each week, or you 
can fax in your trades. It’s simple to do and always FREE! 


Every two weeks, you will receive team reports, includ- 
ing your team scores and overall standings. 


Entries are just $69. Additional entries are only $35 
each (Entries must be in same name). Enter as often as 
you like. Weekly reports can be purchased for an 
additional $6. 


Entries must be postmarked by Aug. 29. Contest starts 
with games played on or after Aug. 30 and ends on 
Nov. 30. 


© Questions?? Call us at (205) 491-3387. 


A&B Fantasy Sports 
1015 Forest Circles Hueytown, Alabama 35023 


Touchdown Run/Return 
Touchdown Pass 
Touchdown Reception 


Scoring is simple and easy to follow. Each player on your team 
accumulates points based on his performance. (See Scoring Table). 
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Each 25 Yards Passing 
Each 10 Yards Receiving 
Each 10 Yards Rushing Q) Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
4 Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 
QO Doug Johnson, Florida 

QO Joe Germaine, Ohio St. 

Q Dan Gonzalez, East Carolina 


Ist Prize $ 10000 
2nd Prize $ 5000 
3rd Prize $ 2500 
4th Prize $ 2000 
5th Prize $ 1500 
6-10 Prizes $ 1000 
11-15 Prizes $ 400 
16-25 Prizes $ 250 
26-50 Prizes $ 200 
51-100 Prizes $ 100 
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Q Robert Edwards, Georgia 

Q Michael Black, Washington St. 
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Q Jaquez Green, Florida 

OQ Marcus Nash, Tennessee 

O Tim Dwight, lowa 
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O Phil Savoy, Colorado 
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Team Name: 
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**Entries must be postmarked by August 29, 1997. 


O Ron Powlus, Notre Dame 

Q Damien Craig, Auburn 

O James Brown, Texas 

Q Chris Keldorf, North Carolina 
O Ryan Clement, Miami 


Q) Rashaan Sheehee, Washington 
O Scott Harley, East Carolina 

Q Robert Holcombe, Illinois 

QO Ricky Williams, Texas 

Q Curtis Enis, Penn St. 
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O David Saunders, West Virginia 
Q E.G. Green, Florida St. 
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Ryan Leaf, Washington St. 
Cory Sauter, Minnesota 
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Silas Massey, Cent. Michigan 


1 Damon Washington, Colorado St. 


Amos Zereoue, West Virginia 
Dennis Riddle, Alabama 


QO Hines Ward, Georgia 

Q Ryan Thelwell, Minnesota 
Q David Boston, Ohio St. 

Q Bobby Shaw, California 

Q) Jerome Pathon, Washington 


Mail Entries and Check or Money 


Order Made Payable 
To: 


A&B Fantasy Sports 
1015 Forest Circle 


Hueytown, Alabama 35023 


No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: A&B Fantasy Sports Customer 
Service, 1015 Forest Circle, Hueytown, AL 35023 by August 9, 1997. Entrants must be 18 years of age or older. Void where prohibited by law. 


Destiny on Northwestern’s Side in Landing Bates 
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l-American. All-Big Ten. Nice 

rewards for hard work. But the 

only reward D'Wayne Bates is 
interested in is the one he'll be receiving 
next June. That’s when he'll be receiving 
his degree in psychological services from 
Northwestern University. 

“My first goal has always been to get 
my diploma,” says the Wildcats’ senior 
wide receiver. “I want to be the first per- 
son to get a degree in my family.” 

Bates wasn’t even the primary target 
of former Northwestem assistant coach 
Tim Kish when he paid a visit to Silver 
Bluffs High School in Aiken, S.C. The 
Wildcats wanted Bates’ best friend, 
Corey Chavous, who wound up signing 
with Vanderbilt. But Kish was convinced 
by their coach, Al Lown, to take a look 
at Bates. 

“The only time I had ever heard 
about Northwestern was when Corey men- 
tioned they were recruiting him,” Bates 
said, “I met Coach Kish for a couple of 
minutes during basketball practice, and 
Northwestern sent me an airline ticket to 
come for a visit. It was late January, but I 
still hadn't used up 
all my visits.” 

To this day Bates 
still laughs at the 
thought he signed 
with Northwestern. 
“Tt was a lousy visit,” 
he says. 


_ Northwestern 
Colorado 

_ Marshall) 
lowa _ 


Tennessee _ 


“Weare Top Ticut Enps 
Califomia _ | 
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__North Carolina 


Florida State __RK NAME 
Penn State 


1. AlonzoMayes 


“Tt must have been 50-below when I 
got off that plane and all I had was my let- 
terman’s jacket. I was the only recruit in 
for a visit that weekend and there were no 
activities on campus. The best thing about 
the visit was I got to eat at Michael Jor- 
dan’s (restaurant) and visit Nike Town. 

“Two weeks later, I’m in Hawaii. 
It’s 90 degrees, it’s beautiful and I’m hav- 
ing a great time. If | had been from the 
West Coast, I don’t think it would have 
been a difficult decision, but that 12-hour 
plane flight got to me. 

“I guess it was just destiny I ended 
up at Northwestern. I thought about all the 
poverty in my hometown (Jackson) and | 
just knew what | wanted out of school first 
was academics, not football. | had to have 
the best education possible.” 

Bates won three state champi- 
onships as an option quarterback at Silver 
Bluff, but he would have to make a big 
adjustment if he wanted to fit into the multi- 
ple offense of Wildcat head coach Gary Bar- 
nett. And he would also have to play behind 
Lloyd Abramson, the top player signed by 
Northwestern that year. 

Bates saw the writing on the wall and 
asked to work as a receiver on the scout 
team during his freshman season. After- 
ward, he told Barnett he wanted to stay 
there rather than enter the quarterback 
derby. The rest, as they say, is history. 

In his first start two years ago, his first 
collegiate reception was a game-winning, 
26-yard touchdown against Notre Dame. 
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In that Rose Bowl season, the second 
team All-Big Ten selection caught 49 
passes for 889 yards and five touch- 
downs, completing his rookie cam- 
paign with an eye-popping 145 yards 
on only seven receptions against 
Southern California. 

Last year, he had 75 catches for 
1,196 yards and 12 touchdowns as 
Northwestern repeated Big Ten 
championship honors. In gaining first 
team honors in the Big Ten, over 70 
percent of his receptions went for 
first downs. With 2,085 yards, he 
now needs only 390 yards to become 
Northwestern’s all-time career leader 
and he still has two years of eligibility 
to reach that goal. 

“After the Citrus Bowl, Ten- 
nessee’s secondary coach (Kevin 
Ramsey) told me D’Wayne was the 
best receiver they had faced all year,” 
said Wildcat receivers coach Gregg 
Brandon. “That's quite a feather in 
his cap considering the receivers they 
have in the SEC. 

“D’Wayne has the whole package: 
size (6-2, 211 pounds), speed (4.47), 
strength (bench-presses 385), great 
hands, and then there’s that great verti- 
cal leap (38 inches). The kind of num- 
bers he had last year show how 
consistent he has become.” 

Both Brandon and Bates know 
repeating those kind of numbers this 
fall depend on how quickly the rest of 
the offense matures. The Cats went 
into the spring looking for a new 
quarterback, four offensive linemen, 
and a running threat to replace Darnell Autry, who passed up his 
senior season for the NFL. 

Bates still thinks he needs more work on catching the ball 
on the move. He studies a lot of film on Jerry Rice and tries to 
copy some of those patterns and the way Rice handles defensive 
backs in various coverages. 

The biggest football star, in more ways than one, to come out of 
Aiken has been William “The Refrigerator” Perry, but if Bates contin- 
ues on his current pace at Northwestern, he could wind up casting a 
bigger shadow for the youngsters. And being a good role model for the 
children back home is very high on his priority list. 

“Last Thanksgiving, I made an 11-hour drive back home and 
arrived at 8 a.m.,” he said. “No sooner had | walked in the door 
when the phone rang and my elementary school wanted me to 
come over at 9:30 and talk to a bunch of fifth graders. 

“T was really tired, but I just knew I owed it to those teachers. 
I signed a lot of autographs, but before I left, I made sure I 
thanked each teacher that I knew. It was such a great feeling.” 

Should the 1997 season meet Brandon’s expectations for his 
star receiver, Bates will have to decide between graduate school 
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RECEIVERS FACTORIES 


1. OHIO STATE 
Ttwe picked a team that has sent the best overall talent to the NFL in the past decade or so, it 
would be the Buckeyes. Cris Carter, now with the Vikings, started the trend of grea! Buckeye wide 
teceivers In 1987, Next came Jeff Graham of the Jets, followed by Brian Stablein, (Colts). Joey Gal- 
loway (Seahawks) ond Chris Sanders (Oilers) burst onto the scene In ‘95. Terry Glenn (Patriots) set a 
rookie receptions record, and Raiders tight end Ricky Dudley was another first-round pick. 


2. MIAMI 
For pure numbers it would be tough to match the Canes. Michael Irvin is an elite NFL receiver for 
the Cowboys, while Brett Perriman has blossomed in Detroit. Brion Blades has had a stellar career 
in Seattle, Horace Copeland looked ready to be the Bucs’ go-to-quy before o knee Injury in 96. 
Chris T. Jones had a fine second year for the Eagles. Lamar Thomas and Randal Hill are both back 
in Miami for the Dolphins, and Kevin Williams was an important cog in Dallas. Add this year's Dol- 
phins’ first-round pick Yatil Green, and the Canes are nipping at the Buckeyes’ heels. 


3. TENNESSEE 
‘Although several former Vols are getting up in years, they still have the ability to beat any oppo- 
sition, Anthony Miller fs stilt John Elway’s best deep threat. Alvin Harper has struggled at Tampa 
Bay, but who wouldn't with Trent Dilfer at quarterback. Tim McGee and Anthony Miller are stitl 
bouncing around the league. But the Vols best pro of all turned out to be Cart Pickens, who catches 
buckets full of Jeff Blake's bombs in Cincinnati. Also, Joey Kent was a Oller draft pick in ‘97. 


4. SYRACUSE 
Any list of Orongeman receivers starts and ends with Art Monk, but Syracuse has recently sent a 
couple of other stars to the NFL. Marvin Harrison was the first-round draft pick of the Colts last year. 
Rob Moore continues to be productive in Arizona, and “The Missile” Quadry Ismail could take off at 
any time. Let's also toss in Rob Carpenter of the Jets and tight end Chris Gedney of the Cardinals. 


5. USC 
This rank may be more on what could be, than what has been. Keyshawn Johnson has shown 
he can play with the big boys. Johnnie Morton has been stuck behind Herman Moore and Brett Per- 
riman in Detroit. And Curtis Conway appeared headed for stardom in Chicago, but has toiled off. 
OTHERS: Colorado (Charles Johnson, Mike Pritchard, Michael Westbrook); Florida (Ernie Mills, 
Willie Jackson); Notre Dame (Tim Brown, Lake Dawson, Rocket Ismail); Penn State (0.J. McDuffie, 
Bobby Engram, Michael Timpson); UCLA (J.J. Stokes, Mike Sherrard, Flipper Anderson). 


Top TEAMS: RECEIVERS 


1. NORTH CAROLINA 
Octavus Brown Is nof listed as a starter, which says d whole bunch. He's a great one, but 
explosive L.C, Stevens and sure-handed Na Brown give Tar Heels on uncoverable collection. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 
Big-play sophomore Peter Warrick gets fo learn from senior E.G. Green how to be dependable 
as well as exciting ... while the coaches hope to get the ball to TE Melvin Pearsall, too. 


3. COLORADO 
The key to this group would be in the maturation of talented Chris Anderson, since the 
Buffs know they can count on Phil Savoy; there are a half-dozen quality pups, too. 


4. MINNESOTA 
The Gophers do well when they go to the "Well” — either one of them, in Ryan Thelwell 
or Tutu Atwell (combined 249 for 3,948 yards, 26 TDs In career), 


5. GEORGIA TECH 
Derrick Steagall is bouncing back from a knee Injury, but looks like he'll pair up extremely 
well with outstanding Harvey Middleton, with Mike Sneridan and good depth helping, too. 


6. ARIZONA STATE 
No Jake Plummer-to-Keith Poole anymore, but Lenzie Jackson is the complete WR, 
Creig Spann is a speed King, and Kenny Mitchell and Ricky Boyer have shown promise. 


7. WAKE FOREST 
OK, so the Deacons throw if a lot because they're behind a lot. But Desmond Clark, 
Thabiti Davis and Jammie Deese go and get it exceptionally well. 


8. MICHIGAN 
Matchup nightmares for the defense with size and speed offered by basketball player Tal 
Streets, super-athlete Charles Woodson, outstanding fight end Jerame Tuman and others, 


9. WASHINGTON 
Jerome Pathon is the go-to guy, but with Fred Coleman and some youngsters, along with 
Q premier pair of tight ends (Cam Cleeland and Jeremy Brigham), somebody's open. 
10. ARKANSAS 
Anthony Eubanks, Anthony Lucas and Emanuel Smith give the Hogs a lot of options. 
Lucas, bouncing back from an injury, could make the biggest difference. 


and the NEL. “It won't be easy,” says Bates. “Northwestern has 
just been great. The social life has been fun and the entire college 
atmosphere has been just the way I envisioned it should be.” 

— Larry Watts 
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THE STYLES COMPANY 
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Sun Devils’ Murphy is True Student of the Game 


ARIZONA STATE SENIOR GUARD KYLE MURPHY 


yle Murphy had an All-America kind of year for Arizona 
State last season, but he wasn’t recognized for it. Mur- 
phy — hardly a midget at 6-4, 298 pounds — played 
left guard, in the shadow of 6-8, 320-pound tackle Juan Roque, 
the Sun Devils’ consensus All-American. 
Roque, a guy with a quick smile and engaging personality, rivaled 
quarterback Jake “The Snake” Plummer for media attention as the 
Sun Devils went 11-1 and came tantalizingly close to the school’s first 
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national championship. Only Ohio State's 20-17 Rose Bowl victory 
over ASU, achieved with a dramatic last-minute drive, prevented Ari- 
zona State from finishing No. 1. 

Those who should know say Murphy was every bit as effective 
as his more-celebrated teammate, even though he failed to make 
even the All-Pac-10 first team. He was a second-team selection. 

“Kyle had a great year,” said ASU offensive coordinator Dan 
Cozzetto, who coaches ASU’s offensive linemen. “You won't find 
anybody who is more fundamentally sound.” 

Roque is even more effusive in his praise of Murphy. 

“I couldn't have achieved many of the things | have without 
Murph,” Roque said. “Kyle Murphy is the best guard in America.” 

Roque is moving on to the NFL and Murphy, a senior, is ascend- 
ing to the position of spokesman for ASU’s offensive line. And he fig- 
ures to be an eloquent spokesman. A communications major, he says 
he hopes to become a sports broadcaster when his football career is 
over — although he appears to be soaking up every bit of his college 
player days before he takes the NFL plunge. 

“| love college football,” Murphy said. “I like it a lot more than 
watching the pros. Even when I was in high school I much pre- 
ferred watching the college game. 

“The fans get crazy. There’s more excitement. There are 
more trick plays and more big plays. | think there are more big 
hits. The college game is more team-oriented. | think you see guys 
caring more for their teammates.” 

He also seems to epitomize the phrase “student of the game.” 

“He comes in and watches tape with the coaches,’ head 
coach Bruce Snyder said. “He loves football. He loves life, too. I'll 
bet when he goes to a journalism class he enjoys it.” 

Murphy spent more time than ever in the film room during the 
spring. Knee surgery following the 1996 season kept him on crutches 
for six weeks and he missed spring ball. He is expected to be full 
speed for the start of preseason workouts. 

“| really tried to study the game and learn more about strate- 
gies,” he said. “I’m trying to understand the whole game, not just 
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Top OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. NOTRE DAME 
Every guy on this line will probably wind up playing on Sunday. Tackle Mike Doughty, guard 
Mike Rosenthal and center Rick Kaczenski are overpowering when they want to be. 
2. NEBRASKA 
Versatile Aaron Taylor moves back to guard after an All-America season at center. The 
Comhuskers combine standouts (Taylor, Eric Anderson, Jon Zatechka) with superior depth. 
3. WASHINGTON 
In All-America guard Benji Olson, All-America center Olin Kreutz, experienced tackle Tony 
Coats and others, the Huskies have the makings of a championship line. 
4. FLORIDA 
As a group, including depth, this is probably as good as the Gators have ever had. Mo 
Collins and Zach Piller are a solid pair of tackles. Florida will probably top this list in 1998. 
5. CLEMSON 
Jim Bundren and Glenn Rountree lead a solid, experienced group that paves the way for 
the tough yards that Raymond Priester grinds out. 
6. SAN DIEGO STATE 
The most veteran of lines, with five returning starters, including four of them lining up 
el the thir . Kyle Turley and Ephraim Salaam look like future NFL tackles. 


my job or the job of the offensive linemen.” 

Murphy was a regular visitor to Snyder's weekly media ses- 
sions last season — sometimes as the subject interviews, but 
mainly he was there to observe the coach-media interaction. 

“| listen to how the media asks questions and to how the 
coaches and players respond,” Murphy said. “I try to think what 
questions I would ask if I were a reporter. 

“Being a sports anchor or a play-by-play announcer would be 
a dream job. I'd like to be one of those guys who can add per- 
sonal experience, like John Madden. | can’t think of anything I'd 
rather do, other than playing in the NFL, than following sports 
and staying close to it.” 

If the Sun Devils guard has the kind of year he expects — 
improving even on last season — he shouldn't have much trouble 
being watched this season and “staying close to the game” in the 
NFL after that. 

— Bob Eger 
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~— OrrEnsive Line Factories 


1. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Led by Jacksonville’s mammoth Tony Boselli, perhaps the first man to take Bruce Smith 
out of his game, as he did in the playoffs last yeor — one could build a line of Trojans any 
NFL signal-caller would love to work behind, 

The ageless Oiler All-Pro Bruce Matthews probably will have to move from quard to cen- 
ter. Pat Harlow starts in Oakland, and John Michels filled in admirably, earning a Super Bowl 
Ting in his first year for the Packers. Derrick Deese, Matt Willig and Bill Schultz all could help 


in a pinch, We must not forget Anthony Munoz, one of the best offensive linemen of all time. 


2. OHIO STATE 
Orlando Pace figures to be a first-year starter in St. Louis, just as Korey Stringer wos 


for the Vikings. William Roberts has two Super Bow! rings and was close to a third with 
the Pats last year. Kirk Lowdermilk, Joe Staysniak and Jeff Uhlenhake all have had pro- 
ductive careers. 


3. MICHIGAN P 
Even Wolverine linemen chosen in the lost round end up os starters, as Matt Elliott did 


Jote in the season for the Panthers. He was alongside former Michigan teammate Greg 

Skrepanek. Steve Everitt was the best center on the free agent market this year, and 

ended up with Philadelphia, Jumbo Elliott's first year with the Jets was injury-filled. Joe 

eal (Chargers) ' ‘ond Trezelle Jenkins (Chiefs) are also fine NFL linemen. Center Rod 
et seo the Bengals thi 
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Dansby Rebounds, Ready for More Golden Moments 


PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


NOTRE DAME’S MELVIN DANSBY 


efore every Notre Dame home 

football game, Melvin Dansby 

likes to sink his 6-4, 276-pound 
body into a simmering bathtub and soak in 
the moment. He says it helps him relax. 

The rest of the day he spends throw- 

ing quarterbacks and running backs into 
hot water. 
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“Off the field, I am calm and polite,” 
Notre Dame’s All-America candidate at 
defensive tackle says. “On the field, I’m a rav- 
ing lunatic.” 

Dansby didn’t arrive at Notre Dame 
crazy five years ago. Since moving from 
Birmingham, Ala., he slowly matured into 
a maniac. And nothing changed Dansby’s 
demeanor off the field from restful to rest- 
less more than spending a year off of it. 

It was spring, 1995. Dansby had 
earned a spot as a starter on Notre 
Dame’s defensive line entering his third 
season in South Bend. In the last spring 
scrimmage, a formality for starters, Dansby 
found himself buried at the bottom of a 
pile like he had been so many other times 
in his career. 

The whistle blew. But a body flew. The 
pile collapsed further on his neck. 

“| heard: One crunch, two crunch, 
three crunch, and I said, “Uh, oh,’ ” 
Dansby recalls. “A couple of my team- 
mates pulled me up and / felt like I 
weighed a thousand pounds. I could hardly 
move my arms and legs.” 

Notre Dame head trainer Jim Russ 
acted fast. He hid Dansby’s helmet, ensur- 
ing that the tackle so eager to get back 
into the fray wouldn't. Tests were sched- 
uled the following Monday. Dansby, still 
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8. Andre Wadsworth 


12. Rasheed Simmons 
3: Tim Beaucham 
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unaware how seriously he had injured his 
neck, played in a campus-wide basketball 
tournament hours after the scrimmage. 

Tests revealed that Dansby damaged 
several vertebrae in his upper neck, which 
threatened his breathing pattern. Dr. 
Michael Schafer took a bone graft from 
Dansby’s hip and fused it into his spine 
through the front of his neck, a four-hour 
procedure called a level-one spinal fusion. 

The surgery restored the stability to 
Dansby’s spine, stability enhanced by the 
strength added during an entire year of 
rehabilitation. While his teammates played 
that fall of 1995, Dansby lifted, ran, 
sweated and cried. 

“I went crazy, absolutely crazy,” 
Dansby says now. “I! couldn’t be with the 
team. | couldn’t make a name for myself. 
I had to redirect my energies toward get- 
ting better. It brought me back to reality. 
I decided then that I will not take anything 
for granted again. I decided then that 
you have to play every play like it’s your 
last play.” 

That explains last season. Dansby 
dominated a Notre Dame defensive front 
ranked among the top 10 in rushing 
defense at different times last season. He 
proved to opposing offensive coordinators 
that one blocker seldom was enough, 
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unless that blocker was Orlando Pace. 
But more important, he proved to 
himself that he still belonged. 

“] personally think I proved myself, 
bouncing back like that,” he says. “It 
wasn't easy, and it wasn't really 
expected. A few doctors said there was 
only a 50-50 chance of playing again, 
which is what you don’t want to hear.” 

And as he bounced back, he became 
a leader. 

“Melvin gives players a sense,” new 
coach Bob Davie says, “that they know 
they can be good.” 

Melvin Dansby Sr. and Linda 
Dansby developed that inner confi- 
dence within young Melvin back in 
Birmingham years ago when a sack 
was just something into which he put 
his lunch. Now Melvin Jr. will try to 
reinforce those same qualities into 
Kevin Dansby when the freshman line- 
backer reports for his first practice ses- 
sion under the Golden Dome. 

“My brother is my best friend and I 
can’t wait for him to get up here,” 
Melvin says of his blue-chip little bro. 
“That helped in my decision to come 
back a fifth year, his being here. It's a 
big treat. Family is important to me.” 

Obviously. Every Saturday that 
Notre Dame plays at home, the Dans- 
bys and any other friends pile into the 
family van and drive 10 hours north. 
They love every minute, smile at every 
toll stop. “It’s like a big field trip for 
them,” Dansby says. “They have fun 
with it.” 

Which brings us to this season. 
Dansby wants to have fun now more 
than ever because of his new head 
coach, his old friends, his standing 
commitment to squeezing all the joy 
out of life no matter what. 

“Football in college shouldn’t be 
like a 9-to-5 job,” he says. “You have 
to enjoy it. 

“When I came to Notre Dame, | had 
so many expectations. My main priority 
was to get a degree, but honestly no 
way in the world did I want to stay four 
years. I wanted to go pro after three, 
the three-year plan ... Now I’m on my 
fifth. | have learned to just let the good 
things and bad things people say go in 
one ear and out the other. 

“Eventually, everything will fall 
into place.” 

— David Haugh 


- _1. FLORIDA 


Stubbs followed Brown and had his best year as a pro with Miami last year. Cortez 
Kennedy was next and he turned Into an All-Pro for the Seahawks; that same year Jimmie 
Jones was chosen by Dallas, and has had a solid career. 

A year later, Jimmy Johnson chose Russell Maryland as the first player in the draft. 
After winning three tings with the Cowboys, Maryland has moved on to the Raiders. Fast 
forward to 1995 when Warren Sapp was the Bucs’ first pick and Patrick Riley went to the 
Bears. Kenard Lang (Redskins) and Kenny Holmes (Oilers) were first-round picks in April. 


2. PITTSBURGH 
Chris Doleman, now with the 49ers, has been one of the top pass-rushers in the NFL 
over the past dozen years. Sean Gilbert was dominant in Washington last year. Keith 
Hamilton has had a couple of big years for the Giants, while Tony Siragusa turned into a 
nice player for the Colts and is now with the errs 


In recent years the Gators fave sent several DL into the NFL, including two first-round 
draft picks in 1995 — Kevin Carter to St. Louis ‘and Ellis Johnson to the Colts. Tndianapoks 
is also the home of former Gator Tony McCoy. Darren Mickell spent four years with the 
aca be to New ems Trace Armstrong is in Miami, ani Brad Culpepper Is 
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Chester, Reggie McGrew, Tim Beachaump just for starters. 
2. NORTH CAROLINA 
Greg Ellis has 24 sacks in his career, but there’s so much speed and talent along this 
experienced front that opposing offenses can't get overly concerned with him. 
3. NEBRASKA 
Chose your poison: Jason Peter bulling up the middie or Grant Wistrom coming from 
the outside ... Mike Rucker and Chad Kelsay showed they're ready for prime time, too. 
4. TENNESSEE 
A healthy Leonard Little for a full season could make the difference in the title chase. 
Note that a future NFL player like Billy Ratliff is struggling to break into this lineup. 


5. FLORIDA STATE 


FSU won't miss a beat even after losing two first-round picks from 1996, Andre 

Wadsworth, Greg Spires, Jerry Johnson, Corey Simon and Julian Pittman are ail big-timers. 
6. MISSISSIPPI STATE 

The depth might not be outstanding, but the threesome of active end at) Favors and 

huge tackles Eric Dotson and James Grier certainly is. 
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Simmons Plays In the Mold of Butkus and Lambert 


lemson can thank NFL Films for 
making a monster out of 
Anthony Simmons. Already 
the No. 6 all-time tackler in Tigers history, 
Simmons never goes into a football game 
without first popping a trusty tape into 
the VCR. 

It’s one of those NFL’s Greatest Hits 
tapes, and just watching it, usually on a 
Thursday night, puts the Clemson junior in 
a surly mood. 

“Being real aggressive is what being a 
linebacker is all about,” says Simmons, a 
third-team Associated Press All-American 
his first two years. 

For role models Simmons has chosen 
a pair of madmen whose prime ended 
before Simmons was even born: Dick 
Butkus and Jack Lambert. 

“l like a lot of the old players, but those 
are the two most aggressive linebackers I’ve 
ever seen in my life,” Simmons says, a trace 
of awe slipping into his deep voice. “They 
go out and plan on destroying anything that 
gets in their path.” 

Sounds like a description of Simmons, 
the scourge of the Atlantic Coast Confer- 


ence the past two seasons. 

The 6-1, 225-pound inside linebacker 
made a school-record 178 tackles as a 
sophomore — 14.8 a game. That broke 
the previous mark of 175 tackles set by 
Jeff Davis in 1981, Clemson’s national 
championship season. 

Simmons led the Tigers with seven 
sacks and had at least 11 tackles in every 
game. For his 24-game career, Simmons 
has reached double figures in tackles all 
but three times. 

Butkus and Lambert would be proud. 

“What I like best is their aggression and 
their strength,” Simmons says. “Those were 
big, strong guys with tremendous intensity. 
You could see they were great just by the 
way they go about playing the game. They're 
out there thinking they’re invincible and that 
nobody could stop them.” 

Surely there have been times when 
Simmons felt invincible. Maybe in his 20- 
tackle game against arch-rival South Car- 
olina. Or perhaps in his 13-tackle game at 
Florida State, when he dragged a blur 
named Warrick Dunn to the ground with 
one outstretched hand. 
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“I've had a few 18-tackle games but 
I can’t say I've felt invincible yet,” 
Simmons says. “Now if I can make 
25 tackles in a game, then I'll start 
thinking I’m doing pretty good. 

His coaches would disagree. They 
already speak in reverential tones 
about his accomplishments. 

Clemson head coach Tommy 
West was an assistant under Danny 
Ford in the 1980s. As linebackers 
coach, West worked firsthand with 
the likes of Ed McDaniel, Levon 
Kirkland and Doug Brewster. He says Simmons in many ways 
has already surpassed them. 

“Some of those other guys had 
off days,” West says. “I don’t think 
I've seen Anthony have a bad game 
in two years.” 

Simmons has come a long way 
from the moody kid at Spartanburg 
(S.C.) High who nearly quit the foot- 
ball team his junior year. In fact, 
squeezed for cash to support an 
infant daughter, Simmons acknowl- 
edges spending a couple of weeks 
dealing crack in his housing project 
the summer before his senior year. 

He stopped when his mother 
walked in on a transaction and forced him to flush $300 worth of crack 
down the toilet. 

“He knew I was ready to break 
his head in,” says Cynthia Sim- 
mons, who works two jobs and 65- 
hour weeks to make ends meet. “I 
just about went off on him. I was 
furious. | threatened him and he 
knew I was serious. I don’t play 
that game.” 

Her son no longer plays games 
either. At least not those kind of 
games. He’s much wiser now. Wise 
enough to realize how bright his 
football future appears. 

“I realized how things work on the 
street as well as society in general,” Simmons says of that dan- 
gerous fortnight back in 1994. “It 
showed me things I didn’t want to be 
involved in. It showed me a life I didn’t 
want to have. 

“You learn best from experience. 
Somebody can tell you, ‘Don’t do this. 
Don't do that.’ But you really have to 
learn for yourself.” 

Simmons has learned a lot. He’s 
even learned to respect his elders, 
particularly those who played a mean 
linebacker in their day. 

— Mike Berardino 
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Top LineBackER CORPS 


1. PENN STATE 
Brandon Short enters his sophomore season manning the inside, billed as the school’s most 
dominont defensive force in memory. Outside are veterans Aaron Collins and Jim Nelson, with 
highly respected backups. 

2. NORTH CAROLINA 
The coaching staff is faced with an interesting problem: With Kivuusama Mays inside and Brian 
Simmons outside, just one spot remains for upcoming stars Brandon Spoon and Keith Newman. 


3. MICHIGAN 
Year ofter year, the Wolverines have had fop-drawer ‘backer units. With Sam Sword and Co. 
foaming sideline-to-sideline, Michigan's detense will be as giving as Scrooge, 


4. GEORGIA 
The Bulldogs boast two of the most underoppreciated players in college football in Brandon 
Tolbert and Greg Bright. The cast has the strength and speed to rate higher by season's end. 


5. GEORGIA TECH 
Keith Brooking and Ron Rogers possess the demeanor to inflict pain while being cerebral 
enough fo be like extra coaches on the field. The second-liners are chock full of speed. 


6. CINCINNATI 
Yes, Cincinnati. Brod Jackson has made life miserable for QBs for three seasons; if Phillip Cuny 
ever reaches his potential, “show me seven-figures" may be his motto. 


7. TEXAS A&M 
Dat Nguyen is considered by some os the nation’s best on the inside, while Trent Driver is 
primed to become a factor, with products of fine recruiting in recent years ganging up. 


8. FLORIDA STATE 
Sam Cowart and Daryl Bush are difference-makers who suffered injuries that hampered growth. 
Now both seem primed to return with o vengeance 


9. KANSAS STATE 
In Manhattan, BS (before Bill Snyder), the image of aggressive, lean, mean linebackers was 
merely o dream. It’s reality nowadays in Travis Ochs and Mark Simoneau. 


. AUBURN 
Yes, Takeo Spikes has Sunday ability, but the young, supremely talented supporting cast is the 
most intriguing aspect of this group, coached by defensive coordinator Bill Oliver. 


LINEBACKER FACTORIES 


1, COLORADO 


Perhaps the toughest of ail positions to pick, the “King of the Hill,” Colorado's depth of talent 


Offers a slight edge. 

Chad Brown, now with the Seahawks, has turned into a one-man wrecking crew. Ted Johnson 
played well for the AFC champion Patriots. Greg Biekert in Oakland and Sam Rogers in Buffalo also 
are solid contributors, Alfred Williams, o linebacker with the Buffs, had an exceptional year on the 
defensive line with Denver in ‘96. Matt Russell and Greg Jones were recently drafted by the Lions 
and Redskins, respectively. 

2. OHIO STATE 

Anchored by Pepper Johnson, who is back in New York but now with the Jets, and Chris Spiel- 
man of the Bills, the Buckeyes hove sent a steady stream of linebackers to the pros, Lorenzo 
Styles, Steve Tovar and Craig Powell are all productive NFL players. 


3. USC 
Junior Seau may be the best linebacker in the NFL today. Willie McGinest played a big part in 
the Patriots’ run to the Super Bowl, Brian Williams got a ring with the Packers, and though their 
careers are winding up, who can forget veterans Clay Matthews, Jack Del Rio and Duane Bickett? 


4. MIAMI 
Winston Moss, now with Seattle, hos been a solid pro for 10 yeors. Michael Barrow, who 
recently signed with the Carolina Panthers, has emerged as one of the league's top backers. Darrin 
Smith, now with the Eagles, was an integral part of two Cowboys championships, and Jessie Arm- 
stead has blossomed with the New York Giants. Ray Lewis burst onto the NFL scene with o super 
tookie season with Baltimore. 


5. ALABAMA 
Derrick Thomas and Cornelius Bennett have been perennial All-Pros, with Antonio London 
(Detroit) a productive player and Dwayne Rudd being counted on heavily by the Vikings as a first- 
round draft choice. Journeyman Keith McCants apparently was stung by the Tampa Bay jinx after 
being the Buc’s first-round choice, while Lemanski Hall and Dertick Oden have played in the league 
lately, too. 


OTHERS: ciemson (Levon Kirkland, Wayne Simmons, Ed McDaniel); UCLA (Ken Norton Jr., 
Jamir Miller, Marvcus Patton); Florida State (Derrick Brooks, Marvin Jones, Devin Bush); Michigan 
State (Carl Banks, Dixon Edwards, Rob Fredrickson, Percy Snow); Texas A&M (Quentin Coryatt, William 
Thomas, Reggie Brown); Penn State (Andre Collins, some journeymen and a long standing reputation), 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Woodson Causes Double Duty Headaches 


he scary news about Charles Woodson 

is now the old news about Charles 

Woodson. The two-way thing — 
Woodson killing teams at cornerback and 
haunting them as an occasional wide receiver 
— opponents have had a season to assimilate. 

It's the new twist on that tale as the 
1997 season approaches that gives teams a 
fresh fear to contemplate as they ponder 
another year of torment from the 6-1, 195- 
pound University of Michigan junior. 

Those few plays Woodson knew last year 
no longer constitute the entirety of his capa- 
bility to do damage on offense. 

Word is, Woodson spent most of spring 
practice away from his normal spot at cor- 
nerback, where he was selected the Big Ten’s 
Freshman of the Year in 1995 and was a 
first-team all-conference selection each of the 
past two seasons. 

Woodson, however, wasn’t standing on the 
sidelines resting, avoiding the risk of injury like 
so many studs who've proven their value and 
thus are spared the rigor of March workouts. 

No, Woodson was hip deep in his cameo 
role at wide receiver, or more accurately, his 
former cameo role at wide receiver. 

Now his insertion into the lineup won't 
scream, “Reverse coming,” or “Watch the 
deep route.” 


Now it will scream, “Uh, oh.” 

“I'm looking forward to the chance this 
year to play a lot more wide receiver,” said 
Woodson, who rushed six times for 152 
yards and caught 13 passes for 164 yards, 
and starring on defense, where he made five 
interceptions and 69 tackles. “Last year, | 
really didn’t know very many plays, so | 
couldn't really show what I can do. 

“That won't be the case this year. I'll 
know everything there is to know about 
receiver, so that will make me much more of 
an all-around threat than | was last year.” 

Yikes. That sound you hear is the jaw of 
every defensive coordinator in the Big Ten 
smacking the pavement, since what Wood- 
son didn’t know last year certainly didn't 
seem to hurt him. 

Against Illinois — on the first time he 
touched the ball on offense — he went 57 
yards on a reverse. 

Against UCLA, he went 31 yards ona 
busted end-around the Bruins had — or 
thought they had — stopped cold. 

Against Indiana, he went 48 yards for a 
touchdown on another reverse that made the 
difference in Michigan's 27-20 victory. 

And against Michigan State, he caught 
passes in both end zones in the same quarter, 
the first an interception of the Spartans and 
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MICHIGAN’S CHARLES WOODSON 


the second a touchdown pass from quarter- 
back Scott Dreisbach. 

“Charles Woodson is just an amazing 
athlete,” Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said. 
“He’s a very talented individual who has 
applied himself and become a legitimate 
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_Sr 


5-10 175  ArizonaState 


__16. Champ Bailey 
__17. Fernando Bryont _ 


So. 


6&1 180 Georgia 


Jr 


60 170 Alabama 


Sr 


5-10 178 Missouri 


___18. Shad Criss _ 
19. Plez Atkins — 


20. Brian Kelly _ 


_Sr 
Sr 


60180} slowd = = 
é1 190 


21. Arturo Freeman _ 


South Carolina 


__22. Gana Joseph 
23. Teako Brown 


‘Oklahoma 


Florida 


__21. Damen Wheeler 
__ 22. Tony Darden 


_ $0. 
Sr 


Southern Cal 
_5-10 170 Colorado 
60 196 Texas Tech 


23. Samari Rolle 


Sr 


= fa} Florida State 


24. Tawambi Settles | 


25. Antwan Edwards — 210 
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_Duke = 
Clemson 


24. Kelly Malveaux _ 


___ 25. Perlo Bastien 


Sr 


so. 


6&1 175 
Arizona 


59 175 
61 185 West Virginia _ 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS 


threat on offense without his play on 
defense suffering at all.” Instead, and 
this is where opposing coaches might 
want to sit down to steady themselves, 
Woodson believes his dalliance on 
offense will actually make him a better 
cornerback. 

“Oh, that’s definitely true,” he said. 
“Now that I'm playing receiver and 
learning more about how to be success- 
| ful over there, I see what receivers do to 
4 beat DBs. Now I can watch for those 
things and figure out ways to defend 
against them. 

‘I'm still not the best DB that I can be 
yet. There are a lot of things | can work 
on, as far as improving my technique, 
getting better breaks out of my 
backpedal ... I'm nowhere near as good 
as I can be.” 

This desire for improvement on 
what many would deem an already- 
finished product doesn’t surprise 
Woodson’s teammates any more than 
they were stunned by his instant 
impact on the Wolverines’ offense. 

“If he says he’s going to do some- 
thing, I swear, he does it,” said Mar- 
cus Ray, Michigan’s free safety. “He’s 
laid back, but he’s confident in every- 
thing he does. 
mal “He likes the challenge of being 

a the best defensive back in the country 
and the best wide receiver. He wants 
to do things nobody else in college 
football has done, Sometimes in 
practice, | just tum into a spectator 
watching him.” 

As do the receivers Woodson covers. 
Back as a not-so-tender freshman, his two interceptions against 
eventual Biletnikoff Award-winner Terry Glenn carried the Wolverines to 

an upset of Ohio State that kept the Buckeyes out of the Rose Bowl. 

A knee injury in the Alamo Bowl to end the 1995 season didn’t 
require surgery, but it did require Woodson to examine his career and 
determine he wanted to do more with however much time he had left 
to play football. 

“When you get injured, it really opens your eyes,” he said. 
“When it first happened, | thought, ‘Oh, man, this is over. After just 
one year, it’s over.’ It really makes you appreciate the sport and your 
ability to play it. 

“In my case, I don’t like being off the field. I never was off the field 
much in high school. So, when I saw we needed help on offense, | 
went to Coach Carr and asked if he would give me a shot over there.” 

That shot has echoed loudly around the Big Ten and the nation, 
making Woodson the poster child for the retum of the two-way player. 

“Tove it,” he said. “I don’t have any plans on stopping it, either 
here or at the next level. It’s something I want to do and something | 
can do, so why not do it?” 


CHARLES WOODSON 


ANTHONY POINDEXTER 


DONOVIN DARIUS 


— Bruce Hooley 


DEFENSIVE BACK FACTORIES 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


might as well give most 
Everything,” Delon Sues Tighe hs Rosle bee ee There are several’ 
far behind, though. LeRoy Butler is one of the NFL's best safeties for the Packers, Terrell 
Buckley experienced a rebirth under Jimmy Johnson in Miami. 

Others include Dedrick Dodge (Broncos), who started in the World League and ended up 
Playing on a World champion with the 49ers. Add Devin Bush (Falcons), Martin Mayhew 
(Bucs), Clifton Abraham (Bucs), Corey Fuller (Vikings) and Corey Sawyer (Bengals), and 
you have enough Seminoles for two great defensive backfields. 

2. NOTRE DAME 

The Fightin’ trish are @ solid runner-up. The best is Bobby Taylor of the Eagles. The Ram’s 
Todd Lyght is not far behind, nor is Tom Carter, newly of the Bears, and Pat Terrell with 
Carolina. Rod Smith and Pat Eilers are also bouncing around the league. At safety, most 
teams would be happy to have Jeff Burris (Bills) and Shawn Wooden (Dolphins) patrolling 
the backfield. 

3. ARIZONA STATE 
Craig Newsome has been an integral part of the Packers’ championship run. Darren 
Woodson has become one of the best safeties in the NFL. Eric Allen has slipped a bit since 
going fo the Saints, but still is a fine defensive back. Philippi Sparks (Glants) and Anthony 
Parker (Rams) also get playing time. 
4. TEXAS A&M 

Aaron Glenn has shown flashes of becoming an elite DB for the Jets. Kevin Smith had a 
down year. But with Deion on the other side, every ball is thrown Smith's way, and there are 
going to be more completions. Other former Aggies in NFL secondaries include Patrick Bates 
with Atlanta, Steve Lofton with the Panthers, and Mickey Washington in Jacksonville. 


5. UCLA 
Carnell Lake, who was a linebacker in college, is an All-Pro at whatever position he plays 

for the Steelers, Eric Turner led the league in interceptions for the Ravens and is now with 
the Raiders. James Washington was a Super Bow! hero in Dallas before moving to the Red- 
skins. Don Rogers had his career cut short by his untimely death. 

OTHERS: Alabama (Antonio Langham, Mark McMillian, George Teague); Colorado 
(Deon Figures, Chris Hudson); Miami (Bennie Blades, Ryan McNeil, Darryl Williams); 
Tennessee (Dale Carter, Terry McDaniel); West Virginia (Alvoid Mays, Bo Orlando). 


Tor SEcONDARIES 


2. MICHIGAN 
Start with Charles Woodson, Then Took af safeties Marcus Ray and Dayarton Taylor, and 
the only place anyone will throw is at the rookie corer, whoever that tums out to be. 
3. ARIZONA 
Five starters are back. Fine secondary coach Duane Akina will find a key role for each, 
especially Chris McAlister, who might be the Pac-10’s top player. 
4. COLORADO 
There's speed to burn in Boulder, with sophomore comer Damen Wheeler a star in the 
Making cmong some other talented players. Ryan Black is o great blood-and-guts Ss. 
5. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Versatile Brian Kelly offers an extra measure of flexibility, and with coverage expert 


Daylon McCutcheon, hard-hitting Grant Pearsall, and speedy Chad Mortan, this group 
should shine. 


6. NEBRASKA 
Don't be fooled by “only one returning starter ....” The Comhuskers have too much 
talent, led by sophomores Ralph Brown and Mike Brown, who are future All-Americans. 
7. NOTRE DAME 
CB Allen Rossum is a supreme talent in a secondary well-stocked with experience and 
speed. New coach Bob Davie has reason for high expectations. 
8. UTAH 
Utah held foes to just 154 yards a game on 50 percent accuracy through the air 
(that’s in the WAC, remember), with five of the top six players returning — including 
three starters. 


9. OHIO STATE 
This unit encapsulizes 97 Buckeyes: Only one returning starter (Damon Moore), but new 
guys (Antoine Winfield, Che Bryant, Gary Berry) showed enough in ‘96 to warrant this pick. 


10. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles faced 358 passes last year, and allowed only nine TDs and 45 percent 
completions. Safety Shevin Smith and Samari Rolle lead an always-athletic FSU group. 
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KICKERS 


Dawson Has a Leg Up on the Competition 


PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN, 


_ With punter Jim Wren jar J argual elect man in 
the country (R. Jay Soward, who averaged 31.5 yards ‘ORs with 2 TDs), the Tro- 
jons are scary. 
4. TEXAS 
No kicker is better in the clutch than All-American Phil Dawson. But he's not all the 
Longhorns hove, with veteran punter Mark Schultis and a measure of experience at the 
Teturn spots, 


. NOTRE DAME 


Hunter Smith (43.3-yard average) is back for a third year as the punter, with a plethora of 


Solid kicking candidates and one of the nation’s best return men in Allen Rossum (3 TDs). 
. TENNESSEE 
Kicker Jeff Hall needs to recover from a back problem, but if he does, the Vols will be 
in good ... er, feet. Terry Fair is an outstanding return guy, despite loss of Peerless Price 
fo injury. 
. LSU 


The Tigers dominated opponents in all phases of the Kicking game except for FGs, and with 


experience at all key positions, they should be even better this season. 
. TEXAS A&M 


The combination of kicker Kyle Bryant (18-for-23 FGs) and the kickoff coverage team with 


the enthusiasm generated by the Twelfth Man ensures solid production. 
. NEVADA 
Merely having Damon Shea and his 20-for-22 field-goal performance back from last season 
gives the Wolf Pack another edge on opponents. 
10. MICHIGAN STATE 


here’s more to kicking the football than having a strong 
leg. There’s an issue of a strong mind for concentration 
... and a strong stomach for nerves. 

That's the combination that Texas senior Phil Dawson takes 
onto the field. Dawson overcame reconstructive knee surgery that 
threatened his 1996 season, and promptly made 19 of 24 field- 
goal attempts to give him 46 on 63 attempts in his career, includ- 
ing 6-for-11 from beyond 50 yards. 

Nebraska punter Jesse Kosch joins Dawson as an All-Ameri- 
can, averaging a school-record 44.7 yards a punt. That's not in 
some mountain-top stadium, either. Three years ago, Kosch 
backed up Darin Erstad, but was pressed into duty in 1995 when 
Erstad decided to give up football ... and wound up as the Califor- 
nia Angels first baseman. 0 


5-10 180 Nevad = 
__Jr__§-9 187 Wyoming 
aelReeder _Sr_6-0 165 Texas Christian _ 
__5. Brian Gowins _ Sr_ 5-10 168 Northwestern 
___6. Kyle Bryant Sr 5-7 162 Texas A&M 
7. ChrisGardner __Sr Michigan State _ 
8. Shayne Graham __ So Virginia Tech 
9. Andy Crosland So Miami 


We're giving the Spartans the benefit of the doubt that they can learn to block better for the 
punter (4 punts blocked in 1996), but Chris Gardner (17-for-22 FGs) and Paul Edinger 
(41,8-yard punt avg.) have good legs. 
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10. Jaret Holmes 
11. Jeff Hall 

12. Adam Bailey 
13. Robert Nyez 
14. Kevin Miller 
15. Adam Abrams 


. Jason Davis 
Jeff Roberts 


Auburn 
Tennessee 
Minnesota 
Arizona State 
Stanford 

USC 


‘S60 22 
Jr 60 215 


Oklahoma State 


Jr 64 215 Fresno State 


. Hunter Smith 


__Sr_61 188 


Indiana 


Jr 62 211 


NotreDame 


. Jason Malecki 


. Chris Sailor 


. Jason Bloom __ 


Jr 5-10 190 


Jr 65 185. 


Jr_6-2 221 Boston College _ 


UCLA __ 
New Mexico 


10. Jeff Banks 
. Chad Kessler 


Sr 60 175 
Sr 61 197 


. Brent Bartholemew Jr 6-2 205 


. Jason McLean 
. Jaret Holmes 
. Jeremy Borseth 


Sr 61 200 
Sr 62 209 
Jr 62 201 


Washington St. 
LSU 

Ohio St. 
Nevada 
Auburn 
Louisville 
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1996 NATIONAL LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEPTIONS PER GAME 
Name, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Avc TD Yps/G Name, SCHOOL Games Rec Yps_ TD Rec/G 
Troy Davis, lowa State 11 402 2185 5.4 21 198.5 | Damond Wilkins, Nevada 11 114 (1121 4 10.4 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 339 2084 61 13 189.5 Marcus Harris, Wyoming 125 109 Sa 6508 1850981 
Scott Harley, East Carolina 11 307 1745 5.7 14 158.6 Geoffery Noisy, Nevada 11 98 «#41485 «9 ~=«89 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 12 295 1863 63 18 155.3 Chad Mackey, LovisianaTech 11 85 1466 10 77 
Silas Massey, Ctl. Michigan 10 312 1544 4.9 16 154.4] | Nakia Jenkins, Uiah State a ee Gee ae 
Corey Dillon, Washington LIP 2A S55. 85:7 © 22 -eAaled Brandon Stokley, SW Louisiana 11 SUS lie AS 7e7| 
Darnell Autry, Northwestern 10 263 1386 53 15 138.6 Brian Roberson, Fresno State 1] 78 1248 Samual 
David Thompson, Oklahoma St. 11 293 1524 5.2 13 1386 Will Blackwell, San Diego State =) 60/5 1C00) = Ti 86:7; 
Beau Morgan, Air Force 11 225 1494 66 18 135.8 Reggie Allen, Ctl. Michigan 10 66 1229 9 66 
June Henley, Kansas 10,6302" 1349". AS 7s MBAS | Kevin Lockett, Kansas State 11 72 882 6 66 
INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 
Name, SCHOOL Games RusH Pass Tota Yps/G 
Dre’ Bly, North Carolina 11 11 141 l 1.0 Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 12 119 4090 4209 350.8 
Brian Lee, Wyoming 12 8 68 0 0.7 Ryan Fien, Idaho 1] 65 3662 3597 327.0 
Kim Herring, Penn State 12 7 64 0 0.6 Pat Barnes, California 1] 83 3499 3416 310.6 
Kevin Jackson, Alabama 12 7 44 1 0.6 Jon Denton, UNLV 12 38 3591 3629 302.4 
Chris McAlister, Arizona 1] 6 103 | 0.6 Jason Martin, Louisiana Tech 1] -39 3360 3321 301.9 | 
== = = = EE a Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12 -100 3625 3525 293.8 
FIELD GOALS Billy Blanton, San Diego State 11  -60 3221 3161 287.4 
Name, SCHOOL Gans FGA _FG__Per__ FG/G Peyton Manning, Tennessee 11  -131 3287 3156 286.9 
Rafael Garcia, Virginia W272) 778 Koy Detmer, Colorado 1 4 3156 3150 286.4 
Marc Primanti, N.C. State 20-20 «('100.0 = 1:8 Steve Sarkisian, BYU 14-44 4027 3983 284.5 
Damon Shea, Nevada 1] 22 20 90.9 1.8 — - 
James Anderson, Tulsa 1] 28 20) ss ZAP as PUNTING 
Cory Wedel, Wyoming 12 2720) 7A ler Name, SCHOOL Games No Ybs Avc 
= Bill Marinangel, Vanderbilt 1 77 3586 46.6 
aS SOR Ne Se Noel Prefontaine, San Diego State 11 48 2234 46.5 
NAME, SCHOOL GD XP FP Pis_Prs/PG Andy Russ, Mississippi State 1] 53 2466 46.5 
Corey Dillon, Washington 11 23 0 0) 138 12.6 Ty Atteberry, Baylor 1] 60 5791 aaded 
Troy Davis, lowa State IY 200 0,126.15 Tucker Phillips, Rice 1 53 2433—«45.9 
Calvin Branch, Colorado St. 12 22 0 (OT Fes aE | 1 C0) ——__—— - —________—— ———— 
Terry Battle, Arizona State 11 20 O 0 120 109 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS 
Skip Hicks, UCLA 11 20 0 Oy 120) “109. Name, SCHOOL G Rush Rec Retr Yarps Yos/PG 
June Henley, Kansas 10) 18 £0 O 108 108 Troy Davis, lowa State 11 2185 61 118 2364 214.9 
Damon Shea,Nevadao 11 0 55 20 115 10.5 Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 2084 192 0 2276 206.9 
Beau Morgan, Air Force (ioe a ao, 0 108 9.8 Corey Dillon, Washington MIMTSSSe 273i so7) NZ 185 MGB 
Sedrick Irvin, Michigan St. 11 18 © 0 108 98 Kevin Faulk, LSU 11 1282 134 688 2104 191.3 
Silas Massey, Ctl. Michigan 10 16 2 0 98 9.8 Silas Massey, Cil. Michigan 10 1544 103 159 1806 180.6 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
PASSING Att Comp Cmp Pct INT Yps LL) RaTING Points 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU 14 404 278 68.5 12 4027 33 173.6 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12 360 207 57.5 13 3625 39 170.6 
Billy Blanton, San Diego State 1] 344 227 66.0 5 3221 29 169.6 
Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 12 458 286 62.5 15 4090 33 154.7 
John Dutton, Nevada 1] 334 222 66.5 6 2750 22 153.8 
Pat Barnes, California 1] 420 250 59.5 8 3499 St Son 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 380 243 64.0 12 3287 20 147.7 
Mike Fouts, Utah nN 302 177 58.6 7 2526 21 147.2 
Ryan Clement, Miami (FL) 1] 246 148 60.2 6 1983 18 147.1 
Brent Baldwin, Ball State im 205 121 59.0 5 1703 14 146.5 


RETURNING PLAYER IN BOLDFACE 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


One More sett for the Kose Bowl 


TOP AWARD CANDIDATES. 


HEISMAN TROPHY OUTLAND TROPHY 
OUTSTANDING PLAYER INTERIOR LINEMAN 
CORWHTOWN ATHREETIG GLUB/OF NEW YORK) (FOOTBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) 
1, -AARON TAYL 


BRONCO NAGURSKI AWARD 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER 
Na WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) 
_.1,. GRANT WISTROM Nebraska 


BUTKUS AWARD 
LINEBACKER 
(DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC OF ORLANDO) 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
DEFENSIVE BACK 
(ATHLETIC CLUB OF OKLAHOMA CITY) 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
QUARTERBACK 
(CHARITABLE TRUST OF FORT WORTH) 


FRED BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
RECEIVER 

(DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB OF ORLANDO) 

1, D'WAYNE BATES —_ Northwestern 


ia conferences it doesn’t like, and gener- 
ally disregards the likelihood of Pac-10 or 
Big Ten teams running the table. 
lf never happens. And so the Rose Bowl 
has not produced an undisputed national 
champion since 1972, with last season’s 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
LINEMAN 
(ROTARY CLUB OF HOUSTON) 
1, GRANTWISTROM DE __ Nebraska 


double-whammy serving as a perfect exam- LOU GROZA AWARD 
ple of the Rose Bowl jinx. (PALM BEACH SPORTS AUTHORITY) 


¢ First, 10-0 Ohio State did its annual . PHILLIP DAWSON 


choke job against Michigan, ruining its own 
perfect record, ending its winning streak and 
breaking the heart of the Rose Bow! all in 
one second-half praffall. 

It was the fourth time in five years that 
either the Pac-10 or Big Ten champion has 
lost a game even after clinching the league 
title, serving fo farnish the Jan. 1 matchup. 

¢ Then, once 11-0 Arizona State got to 
Pasadena with a perfect record, all it needed to 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
RUNNING BACK 
(GTE/SMU ATHLETIC FORUM, DALLAS) 
., RON DAYNE Wisconsin 


BEAR BRYANT AWARD 
COACH OF THE YEAR 
. MACK BROWN North Carolina 


BOB DAVIE Notre Dame 


do was win and watch No. 3 Florida beat No. seconds, which brings us to this point. ably shifts to a different bowl game, leaving the 
1 Florida State to give the Rose Bowl a It's like this: The Pac-10 or Big Ten cham- Rose Bowl to become a novelty (‘Look, it’s 
National champion. Alas, although Florida pion always blows if af the end of the season, Northwestern!”) or an exercise in parity expla- 
would eventually uphold its end of the bargain, eroding some prestige from the Rose Bow! nation (‘We beat each other up in these 

ASU gave away the Rose Bow! in the final 20 game. College football's big picture then invari- leagues”) or just a flat denial that any bow! 
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game beyond Colorado Boulevard exists (‘This 
is the Granddaddy ...”). 

In the meantime, the Orange Bow! will 
accept the 1-2 Bowl Alliance matchup at the 
end of this season. 


What to look for in ‘97 
It's the Orange Bowl's turn 

The ever-confusing Bow! Alliance rotates 
ifs fulcrum to Miami this season, where the 
Orange Bow! will have the first two picks of all 
the good teams in the country that aren't in 
the Big Ten and Pac-10 conferences. 

The Fiesta Bowl (Nebraska vs, Florida) and 
Sugar Bowl (Florida vs. Florida State) scored 
with the 1-2 picks the past two years, producing 
an undisputed national champion each time. 

On the evening of Jan. 2, we're looking 
for a Tennessee vs. Notre Dame or Florida 
State or North Carolina matchup in Pro Player 
Stadium, which used to be Joe Robbie Sta- 
dium, which is where the Orange Bowl is’ 
played. Yep, only in the Bowl Alliance is the 
Orange Bowl! not played in the Orange Bowl. 


No Kosy deal for 1997 

The Alliance, Rose Bow! and TV networks 
illustrated all-too clearly last year that we can’t 
expect a last-minute deal fo arrive riding a: 
white horse in case the national championship 
threatens fo be split by the bow! games. 

Last season, remember, Florida State was 
No, 1, Arizona State was No. 2, Florida was 
No. 3 and Ohio State was No. 4 entering the 
bowl games, and no adjustments were made 
in the contracts or matchups — FSU-Florida 
played in the Sugar, and ASU-OSU in the Rose. 


Downtown Athletic Club: - 


Peyton’s place 

With quarterback Peyton Manning return- 
ing to Tennessee for his senior season rather 
than become the No. 1 pick in the NFL draffs 
last April, the Heisman Trophy has turned into 
a race that could make Secretariat's 1973 
Belmont blitz look like a photo finish. . 

Not since 1982, when Herschel Walker 
started the season as the prohibitive Heisman 
favorite offer finishing third and second in the 
voting the fwo previous years, has a player been 
G larger preseason favorite than Manning in ‘97. 


Will FSU’s streak ever end? 

Florida State is in the middle of one of the 
most amazing sireaks in sports, having fin- 
ished among the Top 5 teams in the country 
for each of the past 10 seasons. 

Surprisingly, only twice have the Semi- 
noles entered New Year's Day within reach. of 
the national championship — beating Nebraska 
in the Orange Bowl for the 1993 title, and falling 
fo Florida in the Sugar at the end of last season. 


. . ' The last time 

ie i Jack Daniel Distillery 

4 i brought out a 

t | . new whiskey, 

p President Johnson wad 
in the White House. 
Andrew Johneon. 
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Please tell us about yoursel 


From time to time we at LINDY’S FOOTBALL ANNUALS have questions we'd like to ask our readers. Today we need help from many 
of you — even those who don’t often answer questionnaires. We won't take much of your time, and who knows, you may even win tickets to 
see your favorite team play. Just fill in this brief questionnaire and mail the form as soon as possible. All responses are completely confidential. 
Thank you! 


1. Which of these LINDY’S MAGAZINES do you read? (Please check as many as apply.) 


Pro Football 4 College Football : Pro Basketball O 
2. How long have you been reading LINDY’S FOOTBALL? 
New reader 4 2 Years O 4 Years O 6-9 Years Oy 
1 Year 4 3 Years 5 Years Q 10 Years or More 4 


3. How much of this book would you,say you have read? 
All or Practically All About 3/4 


About 1/2 0 1/4 or less O 2 g 
In an average week during the season about how often do you refer to the LINDY’S issue? © times. 


Not including yourself, how many r friends or family members will look through your copy of LINDY’S? 
Number of Males Number of Females 2 


6. a) Did you buy either of the following sports bogks last year? 


Athlon Football Yes e No 
Street & Smith Football Yes No J 
b) Please indicate how often you read each of the following publications. 
Read Read Hardly Never 
., Regularly . Occasionally Ever Rea Read 
Inside Sports ne ge SRR She's a 4 Qa 
Sport . . A oes Q i” a 
“Sports Illustrated $$ i. a “7 a 
Chasing a oe Ohne ees es oO 
PASSENGER CARS 


7. a) How many passenger cars, including station wagons, are currently owned by all the people in your household? 
Number of Cars None 


For each car currently owned, please indicate: 1st Car 2nd Gar E ‘ar 
b) Make (i.e., Oldsmobile, Mercury, BMW, Toyota) 
c) Model (i.e., Toronado, Cougar, 318, Celica) 


OW 
d) Year Model . L Uti 


e) Was it bought new or used? New 4 Use New 0 
Used EP i New 0 vai 
No 4 


8. a) Do you or any member of your household plan to buy a car in the next 2gears? Yes 
b) If yes, will it be a: Domestic Car Imported Car 4 Not Sure uw 


CAR MAINTENANCE VY, 
9. a) Do you ever do your own car maintenance work? jYes No 0 
b) If so, which of the following ge you do? veg as many as apply.) 
Replace Tires vA Change Oil ), Change Oil Filter wf 


Change Air Filter Tune-Ups Replace Windshield Wipers 
RUCKS, MINI-VANS & SPORT, LITY (OFFROAD) VEHI 
10. a) Do you or any member of your household currently own any pigtip trucks, mini-vans, vans or sports utility (offroad) vehicles 
used partly or entirely for personal or recreational uses? Yes No 
b) If so, which of the following? 
Compact/Mid-Sized Pickup Sf Full Size Pickup 0 Mini-van Van 
Sport/Utility (offroad) 


SPORTS PARTICIPATION 


11. Do you yourself actively paypigipate in anyesport: ivity? Yes No Q 

a) If so, which activities? "Tlas “Fook bell of 

b) In the past year have you purcNgSed any running/athletic shoes? Yes No id 
c) In the past year have you played golf? Yes Q No 


d) If so, how many times have you played? 
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ISCELLANE! 
12. Do you or any member of your household own a video cassette recorder? Yes de QO 
a) If so, approximately how many blank and/or pre-recorded tapes have you purchased jn the past year? 
Blank Tapes. Pre-recorded Tapes j 
b) Do you tape televised sports events? Yes No Q ; 
c) Do you or any member of your household own: ve 
A Compact Disc Player? Yes No O 
A Camcorder? Yes Q ,No @ 
A Satellite Dish? Yes 2/ No Q 
A Home Computer? Yes 


No O f 
13. Do you or any member of your household own a motoreyclegf Yes O No 
Do you plan to buy one in the next 2 years? Yes G No 


14. Are you or any member of your household a 


llector of trading cards? Yes O No / 
Which kind of cards? Football Q Basket 
15. Do you ever take gambling trips? Yes 


fo Qo 
0 
If yes, how many in the past year?“ 


Destination? Las Vegas 9 Atlantic City Q Mississippi Q Caribbean G 


CHARACTERISTICS 

16. Are you: Male Female 9 

17. Your age: Under 18 O 25-29 35-39 O 45-49 55-590 65oroverQ 
18-24 O We oO 40-44 O 50-549 60-649 

18. What is your marital status? Single Married 4 Widowed, Divorced, Separated O 


19. Are you: White Black 4 Hispanic Q Oriental Q Other G 


20. Which of the following begt describes your present employment status? 
Employed Full-Time Employed Part-Time 4 Not Employed G =| 
If employed full or part time: a) What is your particular job called? “§ 
b) Does the job have a title? What is it? 
c) Please indicate below the annual income you personally get from your job before taxes: 


Less than $10,000 & $15,000-$19,999 i $25,000-$34,999 O $50,000 or More O 
$10,000-$14,999 Q $20,000-$24,999 $35,000-$49,999 Q 
21. What is the highest level you completed in school? : / 
Some High School or Less Attended College 1-3 Years 
High School Graduate O College Graduate 4 


‘Attended College Less Than 1 Year 9 Professional or Graduate School After 4 Years of College 


income from jobs as well as other sources? 
Less than $15,000 $20,000-$24,999 & $30,000-$34,999 — $40,000-$49,999 a 
$15,000-$19,999 O ae $35,000-$39,999 4 — $50,000-$74,999 A $75,000 &Over O 


22. What is the total combined annual income nee of all members of your household including yourself, that is, 


23. Do you have any children? Yes Q No 
If so, how many? 


Thank you for your help. 
Please mail to: 

Lindy Davis 

Lindy’s Sports Annuals 
2700 Highway 280 

Suite 108 

Birmingham, AL 35223 


ONAL: 


If you wish to be entered in the ticket sweepstakes, please fill in your name, address, phone number, and return by Sept. 15, 1997. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


“- + 


CHIN: STATE 21b sae ae ee 
PHONE 
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One-platoon comeback? 

No, we're not talking about a return to sreviateen football, when 
players never leave the field, but star players are increasingly playing 
both ways, led by Michigan’s Charles Woodson’ last season. 

Back in 1986, Holy Cross coach Mark Duffner used standout 
Gordie Lockbaum on both sides of the ball, reimplementing the idea of 
using your best player both ways. And in the 1990s, Deion Sanders’ 
flair and success — in addition to the scholarship limitations that have 
sliced into depth charts — has kick-started what has advanced from a 
momentary craze into a full-fledged trend. 

Players and coaches have hopped onto the bandwagon, searching 
for ways to get the most out of star players, and have some fun in the 
process. In addition to Woodson, Notre Dame’s Allen Rossum, Ten- 
nessee’s Terry Fair and USC’s Daylon McCutcheon are among the most 
recognizable names planning two-way contributions in 1997. 


Not assistants for long 

With 24 new coaches in major college football this season, includ- 
ing 17 without previous head coaching experience, the ranks of assis- 
tants who are well-prepared for major head- coaching jobs have been 
reduced, but there are still some outstanding candidates who athletic 
directors will fake a hard look at: 

Florida defensive coordinator Bobby Stoops, Notre Dame quarter- 
backs coach Mike Sanford and Washington defensive coordinator 
Randy Hart are widely seen as well-prepared and well-suited to run their 
own programs, and should get a shot soon. 


Gauntlets ety ee 
1. FLORIDA STATE peed: 

The Seminoles can take credit for forcing the ACC to im rove itself 
to become competitive with them, and now look what they've created. . 
North Carolina is a Top 5 team, and Virginia and Clemson are also 
plenty fough ... and FSU must visit all three this season. Oh, yeah, and 
then there are non-conference games against Florida, Miami and South- 
ern California. 


2. MICHIGAN | * 

The Wolverines have their hands full in the Big Ten, facing the likes 
of Ohio State, Penn State and two other Lindy’s Top 25 teams (lowa, 
Wisconsin). But by scheduling Notre Dame and Colorado with their 
non-conference slate, Michigan has more than just a fough schedule: 
I's a gauntlet. 


3. UCLA 

We'll let the Bruins carry the flag here, although USC, Washington 
and Stanford also have schedules that qualify among the most difficult 
in college football. UCLA’s non-league games are against Tennessee, 
Texas and Houston, 1996 bowl teams every one, and that doesn’t 
include the conference games. Consider that teams in the Pac-10 face 
Tennessee, Florida State, Notre Dame (twice), North Carolina, Ohio 
State, Texas, Miami, Nebraska, and Brigham Young (twice). 


Little Debbies 


1. AIR FORCE 

The Falcons get off of Notre Dame's schedule (sort of a blitzkrieg, 
hit-and-run style you've gotta like), and pick up the Citadel. Non-confer- 
ence games are Idaho, the Citadel, Army and Navy, along with a WAC 
schedule that does not include BYU or Utah. 
2. OKLAHOMA STATE 

The Cowboys are apparently using Kansas State as a role model, 
lining up the two Louisianas that aren’t LSU (Southwestern and North- 
east) and Fresno State for non-league games. No Nebraska or K-State 
on the league schedule helps, too. 
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1. SEC 


With Florida and Tennessee ranking with the nation’s elite, and 
Alabama, LSU and Auburn in the Top 26, ifs tough for teams like 
Georgia and South Carolina to make much headway, even though 
they are making improvements. 


2. Big Ten 


This league goes seven teams deep very well, and was 
strengthened by four good hirings of head coaches in the off-season. 
Is it balance or lack of a great team that has prevented the Big Ten 
from winning a national championship since 1968? 


3. Pac-10. 


Another well-balanced and competitive league, but the top end 
isn’t what it could be. Give theleague credit, though: Seven teams 
play highly:ranked non-conference opponents. And nine of the 10 
are capable of a’ victory every week. 


4. Big 12 

Nebraska, Colorado and Texas might be better than any team in 
the Pac-10, but the bottom drops out after that, and the bottom 4-5 
teams are downright awful. Still, the om is there to quickly rise 
to No. 1 on this list. 


5. ACC 


The league is starting to close the gap on Florida State, with North 
Carolina almost a co-favorite in the race, and Virginia and Clemson 


national programs, too, Georgia Tech and Maryland are showing life, 
but the bottom three are still too ugly. 


6. WAC 


BYU continues to lead the way, but like the ACC, the top dog 
could help to drag the others upward if they are going to compete. 
Teams like Utah, Colorado State, Rice and San Diego State appear to 
be on the upswing. 


7. Big East 


This league is in the Bowl Alliance only because of Miami and 
the Eastern market share, not because of the power of the teams or 
overwhelming interest. The incredibly lousy bottom half is keeping 
the Big East from gaining speed. 


3s. C-USA 


Many components of this conference are creating a nightmare 
for the ACC and Big East, whose teams are reportedly shying away 
from scheduling C-USA programs. The league has hot potential with 
East Carolina and Army (1998) joining. 


9. MAC 


The league and individual schools have made a lot of moves in 
recent years trying to salvage the Division I-A standing, and it 
appears fo be working. The aggressive, forward-thinking approach 
has created a worthwhile bow! ouflet, too. 


10. Big West 


Cal State Fullerton, Long Beach State and Pacific knew what 
they were doing ... they quit playing football in this basketball con- 
ference. Although it still has some falent, the league exists basically 
by selling home games fo the Pac-10 and Big 12. 
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These publications are the season 
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3. KANSAS STATE 

The traditional patsy kings, the Wildcats have made a science out of getting teams on the 
schedule that can’t possibly beat them. This year, it's Northern Illinois, Ohio and Bowling Green, 
although there's nothing to the rumor that K-State is changing to the MAC. The Big 12 slate keeps 
them from topping this list, much fo their chagrin. 


OVERTIME: TWEAK IT OR JUNK IT 

Apparently, they aren't kidding about this ridiculous overtime system. 

Granted, it was set up to get rid of ties, and make for a nice, tidy package for the TV net- 
works, But after watching it in action for a season, it is clearer than ever that the system chosen 
by the rules committee is a bad system. 

The teams play 60 minutes of football, only to settle ties with a high school format. The sys- 
tem, in which the teams take turns with possessions starting from the opponents’ 25-yard line, 
often does not reward the better team, accentuates luck and emphasizes field goal kicking. 

To save at least some semblance of the overtime system, the rules committee should: 

¢ Put the ball at the 40 instead of the 25. That way, teams are forced to try to get a first 
down to even get into field goal range. Starting each drive already within range of a field goal is 
too large of a penalty for good defense. 

© Do not allow field goal attempts until a team gets at least one first down. That would 
reduce conservative possessions. 

¢ Eliminate extra-points kicks. The whole overtime idea is to eliminate a tie, so get rid of the 
most automatic play in the game, which often creates ties and robs the game of drama that 
comes with two-point conversions. 

e At the very least, put an asterisk in the NCAA, league, and even school record books. When 
California’s Pat Barnes, for instance, threw for eight touchdowns in a 56-55, four-overtime vic- 
tory over Arizona, three of the TDs came affer regulation. The accomplishment should not be 
compared fo a 60-minute record. 


No. 1 OR BUST 

There are three main components to look for in search of a national champion: What 
they‘ve got, what they can do with it, and how they'll match up ... in other words, talent, coach- 
ing and schedule. 

Given those three elements — regardless of where we have them ranked in our Top 25 — it 
is fair to say that only 10 teams realistically have a shot at the perfect season that is almost 
required to win the 1997 national championship. Other than these 10 teams, anyone else will 
need to turn a pumpkin into a chariot: Tennessee, Nebraska, Miami, North Carolina, Florida 
State, Florida, Colorado, Texas, Penn State, Ohio State. 


SUMMER CRUISES 

Let's get those 3-4 wins in September as fast as we can, get out of September, and get on 
with the rest of the season: 
TEAM SEPTEMBER FOES COMMENT 
1. TEXAS A&M Sam Houston St., SW Louisiana, N. Texas Should Aggies get full credit for these three walkovers? 
2. KANSAS ST. Norther Illinois, Ohio, Bowling Green Wildcats annually shape up as non-league patsy kings. 
3. OKLAHOMA ST. _Ulah State, Fresno State, NE Louisiana Certain 3-0 start stirs false hopes in Stillwater. 
4. 1OWA Northern lowa, Tulsa, lowa St., Illinois Hawkeyes spend month in-state beating up weaklings. 
5. VIRGINIA TECH _Rutgers, Temple, Arkansas State Syracuse, too, but the others more than offset that one. 


SEPTEMBER BRUISES 
These teams will be lucky to get through the first month of the season without suffering some 
sort of serious setback: 


TEAM SEPTEMBER FOES COMMENT 

1. UCLA Washington St., Tennessee, Texas, Arizona Geez ... Bruins could be 0-4 and be a pretty good team. 
2. TENNESSEE Texas Tech, UCLA, Florida Good thing Vols have two byes during the month. 

3. MICHIGAN Colorado, Baylor, Notre Dame September is “national aspirations month” for UM. 

4. WASHINGTON BYU, South Dakota State, Nebraska No time to relax as Huskies try to re-establish presence. 
5. ARIZONA Oregon, UAB, Ohio State, UCLA All three toughies are on the road, so they're extra-tough. 
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The nation’s #1 Recruiting Magazine Introduces... 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL 


America’s Ultimate 
N <2 am College Football Challenge! 
epee == Cash & Prizes Totaling Over 
FOic.cnee,UGU.- 
ano stono" $25,000 


Play for only °29.°* 


5th:.<..:::.90007 
6-10.......$200° 
11-100...Free Entry 


‘ ‘ Nc) ‘ 
SELECT ONE PLAYER FROM EACH GROUP - PICK TWO TEAMS FOR DEFENSE 


Pick any two teams from the following conferences: 
Jacquez Green - Fla ACC, Big East, Big 10, Big 12, SEC, Pac 10. 
Marcus Nash - Tenn 
Peter Warrick - FSU 1 2 
David Saunders - WVU — : —— 


Chris Anderson - Col SCORING SYSTEM 


Stephen Alexzander - OK 

Peerless Price - Tenn QB’s_ pts RB/WR pts Defense pts Pts. allowed 

Tyrone Goodson - Aub TD pass 6 1D ‘ -6 Fumble.......3 0-2. 20 
Pass/25 yds 1 25 yds -2 Interception 3 3-10. ¢ 10 
Rush/10 yds 1 Bonus/100+yds.2 Sack ry Sa ha eae ect) 


Ryan Clement - Miami 
Duante Culpepper - C. Fla 
Chad Hutchinson - Stan 
Peyton Manning - Tenn 
Donovan Mcnabb - Syr 
Corey Sauter - Minn 

Matt Sherman - lowa 
Herb Tyler - LSU 


Darren Davis - la St 

Ron Dayne - Wis 

Jerod Douglas - Bay 
DeAngelo Evans - Neb 
Pepe Pearson - OSU 
Tremayne Stephens - NCST 
Herchell Troutman -Col 
Fred Taylor - Fla 


oooocece 
OCcoocecruu 
Ceevucveeu 


Zola Davis - S Car 
Tim Dwight - lowa 


Quinton Spotwood - Syr Rules, Trades, Reports & General Info! 
Jammi German - Miami 4 
David Boston - OSU Entries must be postmarked by August 30th. Contest 
Larry Foster - LSU begins with games played after 9/1/97. A complete game 
Tai Streets - Mich packet will be sent to every contestant after entry is 
Jay Soward - USC received. 'Each entry will receive 5 free trades. Additional 
trades will cost $2.00 ea. Form your own league or join one 
Billy Miller - USC of ours. Leagues will be comprised of 25 teams each. 
Nigea Carter - Mi St Bi-weekly player reports with stats and standings will be 
MO all et sent to each player. Weekly updates may be viewed on our 


Ryan Thelwell - Minn ir 
Bobby Shaw - Cal web site at www.prepstar.com. 
Germaine Crowell - UVA 


Octavious Barnes - UNC 


Jim Turner - Syr Enter Before 
femiezy You may enter as often as you like! For multiple entries, please make copies or call st 
J fen 1*800°6007518. Please pay an additional $19.95 ea. for each entry after your first 3. August 1 
+i — Select one of the entry options shown below: 
J ONE TEAM ENTRY ($49.95) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF 2949.95 


<1) TWO TEAM ENTRY ($39.95 EA.) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF ...........79.90 copy of 
“THREE TEAM ENTRY ($29.95 EA.) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF ......$89.85 PrepStar™ 


Tim Couch - Kent 

Scott Frost - Neb 

John Hessler - Col 

Chris Keldort - UNC 
Zebbie Lethridge - TTech 
Ron Powlus - ND 
Brandon Stewart - A&M 
Anthony Wright - USC 


Curtis Enis - PSU 

Ricky Williams - Tex 
Kevin Faulk - LSU 
Robert Edwards - UGA 
Clarence Williams - Mich 
Dee Feaster - FSU 
Edgerrin James - Miami 
Scott Harley - ECU 


cCovucvloocovcor 
OCoouoo0ce 
Ooovvcndo 


James Brown - Texas 
Thad Busby - FSU 
Dameyune Craig - Aub 
Scott Driesbach - Mich 
Joe Germaine - OSU 
Brock Huard - Wash 
Doug Johnson - Fla 
Cade McNown - UCLA 


Ahman Green - Neb 
Skip Hicks - UCLA 
Sedrick Irvin - MSU 
Ken Oxendine - VT 
Demond Parker - Okla 
Dennis Riddle - Ala 
Omari Walker - BC 
Amos Zereoue - WVU 


Doooooccene 
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(Fall Pre-Season All-American Issue) 


You may enter as often as you like! 
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Signature ¥ Exp. Date 


PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO PREPSTAR. SEND ENTRY FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 
PREPSTAR * 22647 VENTURA BLVD., WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364 


ROYAL RIVALRIES 

One of the things that makes college football special is rivalries. And 
these five rivalries aren’t necessarily special ... they're actually kind of ugly. 
But it’s an ugly we love. Here’s a glance at what have annually become the 
five biggest grudge matches, when bad feelings run deep and personal, 
often between the coaches and players other than just with the fans: 


MATCHUP COMMENT 
1. ALABAMA-AUBURN The ‘96 last-minute decision (favoring Bama) only 
intensified things. 


2. FLORIDA-FLORIDA ST. This one has become more fun for national fans 
than for the teams. 

Buffs thought they‘d caught up, but NU keeps 
knocking ‘em down. 

ASU fans tearing down goal posts at Arizona 
Stadium was too much. 

This is more of a brawl than a football game 


sometimes. 


GRUDGE MATCHES: 1997 

These are not traditional rivalries ... well, except for the Florida- 
Florida State one. They're just good, old-fashioned grudge matches, in 
which somebody — maybe somebody on both teams — was particu- 
larly inflammatory in one way or another recently, serving an extra 
measure of grudge for this year’s game: 


MATCHUP COMMENT 

1. FLORIDA VS. TENN, FSU, LSU _... See a pattern? Gators (Spurrier) made 
everybody extra mad in ‘96. 

Utah accused Aggies of groin tackling (going for 


3. NEBRASKA-COLORADO 


4. ARIZONA-ARIZONA ST. 


5. PITTSBURGH-W. VIRGINIA 


2. UTAH VS. UTAH STATE 


all the marbles). 

3. OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN Is this becoming a mental block more than a 
football game? 

4. ARIZONA STATE VS. USC This one percolates when Devils gain upper hand, 
as ‘96 in OT. 


5. OKLAHOMA VS. TEXAS 


SUPEK SUBS 

How often do you hear an announcer say, “he’s a backup, but he 
could probably start for about 90 percent of the teams in the country.” 

Well, these guys look to us like they could be stars if and when 
they break the lineup. As young players, or with all-stars ahead of them, 
or suited for specific roles in the eyes of their coaches, they usually 
won't run onto the field at the start of a game for the first snap, but that 
doesn't mean they aren’t high-quality players: 


Sooners stunned Longhorns again last year. 


SUPER SUB POS. STARTER TEAM 

1, DeANGELO EVANS RB AHMAN GREEN NEBRASKA 

2. COREY SIMON OL JULIAN PITTMAN FLORIDA STATE 
3. KEITH NEWMAN LB BRANDON SPOON NORTH CAROLINA 
4. MIKE RUCKER DL CHAD KELSAY NEBRASKA 

5. JEREMY BRIGHAM TE CAM CLEELAND WASHINGTON 

6. OCTAVUS BARNES WR L.C. STEVENS NORTH CAROLINA 
7. JAMES HALL DL GLEN STEELE MICHIGAN 

8. JON RITCHIE FB GREG COMELLA STANFORD 

9. A.J. JELKS FB ERIC WINN OREGON 
SUPER GLUE 


They come in pairs, which is good and bad. It’s good for the team 
they‘re on, bad for the other team. These superb coverage duos stick to 
receivers better than stick ‘em on the receivers’ gloves. 


CORNERBACKS TEAM 

1, DRE’ BLY AND ROBERT WILLIAMS NORTH CAROLINA 

2. BRIAN KELLY AND DAYLON McCUTCHEON SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
3. CHRIS MCALISTER AND KELLY MALVEAUX ARIZONA 

4. FERNANDO BRYANT AND DESHEA TOWNSEND ALABAMA 

5. RALPH BROWN AND BRANDON HARRIS NEBRASKA 


LATE ARRIVALS 

Junior college players are basically hired hit men. If they don’t 
compete and perform almost immediately, they are offen viewed as not 
only a waste of a scholarship for two years, but as a setback in a pro- 
gram’s long-term plan. 


But when they are able to come in and help, plugging in fo fill a 
hole or even making an immediate difference, they are seen as miracle 
workers. Here’s a glance at a dozen of the best two-year transfers com- 
ing into action: 


NAME POS. TEAM 

PAUL BREED DT OHIO STATE 
DAMON COGDELL LB WEST VIRGINIA 
GABE COX WR PURDUE 

TOMIKO GODBOLD DE TEMPLE 
BRANDON HARRIS CB NEBRASKA 
JAMES JOHNSON RB MISSISSIPPI STATE 
JEFF KELLY LB KANSAS STATE 
TOALE! MULITAUAOPELE DL WASHINGTON 
KEVIN PRENTESS WR MISSISSIPPI STATE 
AKILI SMITH QB OREGON 
GREENER PASTURES 


These players transferred last year with hopes of finding happiness. 
Their respective new coaches are hoping they fill key roles in 1997. 


NAME POS. TEAM (FORMER TEAM) 
JAMES BOSTIC DB GEORGIA TECH (BOSTON COLLEGE) 
TIM CAREY QB HAWAII (STANFORD: 

PHILLIP GLOVER LB UTAH (WASHINGTON ST.) 
BRAD HUTT OG WASHINGTON (AIR FORCE 
JOHN McLAUGHLIN LB STANFORD (NOTRE DAME) 
BOBBY SABELHAUS QB WEST VIRGINIA (FLORIDA) 
RASHEED SIMMONS DE MARYLAND (MICHIGAN) 
DARWIN WALKER DL TENNESSEE (N.C. STATE) 
J'JUAN CHERRY DB ARIZONA STATE (COLORADO) 
RICH ROBICH OLB GEORGIA (OLE MISS) 
BOOKWORMS 


These players missed the 1996 season in attempt fo reach academic 
acceptance, and now is their chance to show they were worth the wait, All 
indications are that they will have an instant impact on their teams; 


NAME POS. TEAM 

CHIFFON ALLEN DB PITTSBURGH 
SHAUN ELLIS DL TENNESSEE 
LEROY McFADDEN RB/FB MICHIGAN STATE 
RAYNOCH THOMPSON LB TENNESSEE 
NATE WEBSTER LB MIAMI 
SHOW TIME 


These talented freshmen redshirted last season, honing their skills 
and pumping iron. Now it’s their time to be the man: 
NAME 


POS. TEAM 
DAN ALEXANDER FB NEBRASKA 
RASHARD CASEY QB PENN STATE 
MARCUS CLAVELLE oT ARKANSAS 
LaCOREY COLLINS WR OREGON 
JEVON GREEN WR COLORADO 
JERMALE KELLY WR SOUTH CAROLINA 
TREY LANGLEY OT LOUISIANA STATE 
DAMIONE LEWIS DL MIAMI 
MARCUS STROUD DE GEORGIA 
JOSH TAFT LB TEXAS 
GET IT ON 


These true freshmen aren't viewed as projects. Rather than redshirt- 
ing, these dynamic talents are expected to fill team needs quickly: 


NAME POS. TEAM 

DION BOOKER DB NEBRASKA 
ROYLIN BRADLEY LB TEXAS A&M 
CEDRIC CORMIER WR COLORADO 
TRAVIS MINOR RB FLORIDA STATE 
BRANDON MOORE LB OKLAHOMA 
JESSE PALMER QB FLORIDA 
JESSE SIMMS DULB UCLA 

KENNY SMITH DL ALABAMA 
ANTHONY THOMAS RB MICHIGAN 
DAVID WARREN DE FLORIDA STATE 
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f The fist month of the season offers alot of big games, and a Jot of moments of truth for a lot of 
ea By Re aid Sener we'll know what we need fo know about most teams with 
ampionship or league title aspirations, with a few exceptions. 

Here's a rundown of the Key games most likely fo have national implications along with poten- 
tial key turning points in the early sledding: 

AUGUST 30 

Texas TechatTennessee _Ask Penn State and Nebraska if the Red Raiders are a pushover. 
SEPTEMBER 4 ' 


Auburn at Virginia. Way foo tough of an opener ... find out about Tigers, Cavs real quick. 
Arizona at Ore night: First key conference game of the year for a ‘ 


SEPTEMBER 6 
Florida St. at USC Trojans con redeem themselves for recent drubbings in big games. 


C-USA for the first time ... 
buta hi 


East Carolina at West Virgin 
Utah at Louisville No 


Colorado at Michigan This series has been exhilarating. Both believe they are contenders. 


Stanford at North Carolina _ Rose Bowl and Orange Bowl hopes of each will take a turn here. 
Arizona State at Miami A ok ake Saree 1S ses Sas os 


LSU at Mississippi St. LSU early road Bul juad could be 
UCLA at Texas ‘Homs may have ah but some say UCLA is nt. 
cuse at Virginia Tech If Orange is 3-0, this decides if they're 11-0 vs. Miami in finale. 


- “San Diego St. ot Washington Solid Aztecs fi between BYU ond Nebraska on Washingfon schedule 
_ South Carolina at Georgia Backyard braw/ will force one fo play catch-up to get fo. bowl. 


SEPTEMBER 20 
dictates whether Manning made the right choice. 


Tennessee at Florida This 
Nebraska at Washin Only one can from this one as a national contender. 


Mi State at Notre Dame Spartans try to meosure up with team that resembles Big Ten’s best. 
Brigham Young at Arizona St. Cougars invade Pac-10 champ’s home ... as favorites? 


Rice at Northwestern __ Owls run spread option better than anybody, will Wildcats be ready? 


SEPTEMBER 27 
Classic series adds chapter that could have cham 


Notre Dame at Michigan 
Virginia ot North Carolina Last year, Cavs ruined Heels’ Alliance in late November. 


Southern Miss at Alabama Annually a game of nails, and the Tide better be on its game. 


NOW OR NEVER 

When Ron Powlus signed on the dotted line to play in South Bend, 
the question was how many Heisman Trophies he'd win. After a quick 
start Nealon Greene was viewed as Clemson’s next great option signal- 
caller. Justin Fuente was considered to be a savior for former Oklahoma 
coach Gary Gibbs when he donned the Sooners’ jersey. 

After three years as the starter, Powlus is still proving he’s the man, 
coming back for a chance at a big season. Greene is still learning how 
to pass, and the jury is still out on Fuente. Each could prove to be a real 
difference-maker if he plays up to his potential, much like the following 
players, who have yet to fully produce: 

YER TEAM 
HRIS ANDERSON Colorado Will he leam that size ond speed need fo be matched by work? 
MIKE BOBO. QB Georgia _Injuries, Eric Zeler-comparisons have hampered his progress. 
DERRICK CHANDLER OL Kansas __No questioning his talent, but his desire has been in doubt. 
MATT.CUSHING TE _Illinois___Could arrive with new emphasis on the TE for the Illini, 
ZOLA DAVIS WR_ So. Carolina it's difficult to understand why he isn’t All-America material. 


ROBERTHAMMOND S__ Florida St. _ Has been a disappointment becouse he hasn‘t leaned the game. 


PAT JOHNSON WR_Oregon___ Sprinter skipped track for first ime ... looking like o FB player. 
BRANNDON STEWART QB Texas A&M Carries albatross of being compared fo Manning while at Tenn. 
GARY THOMPKINS _S__W. Virginia_ Should be an enforcer roaming the middle of the field. 
FLOYD WEDDERBURN OT PennSt. The can‘-miss defensive tackle now praised as offensive force. 


BOUNCING BACK 
These players missed significant action due to injury or other 
problems in 1996, and their returns should immediately bolster their 


respective teams: 

NAME POS. 

GENO BELL DT ARKANSAS 

GREG BROWN OG HOUSTON 

SAM COWART LB FLORIDA STATE 
DAVID DAVIS OT BAYLOR 

JAMMI GERMAN WR IAMI 

JAMES GRIER DT MISSISSIPPI STATE 


__ Asthe leaves turn on college campuses, so do the fortunes of most football teams. Fast and slow stars fade in 
s conference races heal up. Contenders butt heads and prelenders fall by the wayside. 

Here's a rundown of the Key games around the country in October: 

OCTOBER 4 

Miami at Florida St. Annually the most important game of decade. 

Arizona St. ot Washington ‘96 Pac-10 champion against the ‘97 Pac-10 favorite. 

Notre Dame at Stanford Irish head west (into trap?) following duel with Michigan. 

lowa at Ohio State The loser con about the national and Big Ten titles. 

Texas A&M at Colorado ies see Buffs as the team ned where they want fo be. 


_—Texos A&M at Colorado Aggles see Bufts os fhe leam postioned where hey want fo be. _ 
Kansas St. ct Nebraska __One of these years (but not this one) Wildcats will get “em. 
OCTOBER 11 


Peoria at Tennessee With ‘Boma up next, will Vols get cought looking chead? 
Florida at Louisiana St.__ Biggest game played in Baton Rouge ina decade-plus. 


Arizona State at USC Critical game for both teams ... went two overtimes lost 


— Arizona state at USC __Grifical game for both teams ... went Iwo overtimes lost year. _ 
Northwestern at Michigan Wildcats can’t beat Wolverines for third straight year ... can they? 


Oklahoma at Texas Now thot it's a conference it’s even spicier. 

Brigham Young at Rice Clash in vs. fun) go head up in key WAC game. 
OCTOBER 18 

Tennessee at Alabama A battle of the big boys with a dash of hatred sprinkled in. 


USC at Notre Dame Game's top intersectional rivalry finally regains national importance. 
Florida at Auburn Gators play third road in four weeks. 


Florida ct Aubum _—<Gators play third road game infourweeks, 
fowa at Michigan lowa will come off c bye, while UM had an emotional previous week. 
OCTOBER 25 
Colorado at Texas UT has favorable schedule based on home games against contenders. 


Florida State at Virginia —_‘The ‘Noles’ last Charlottesville trip resulted in only ACC loss. 
Northwestern at Ohio St. Ten matchup that wasn't the past two years. 
Michigan at Michigan St. Yet another in an endless stretch of toughies for the Wolverines. 
RASHEE JOHNSON DB ARIZONA 
ERIC HICKSON RB KANSAS STATE 
ANTHONY LUCAS __ WR ARKANSAS 
FFER McGEE RB SSISSIPPI STAT 
PHALEN POUNDS oT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
JARVIS READO OT TENNESSEE 
BRAD SCIOLI eI DEES PENN STATE 
RASHAAN SHEHEE RB WASHINGTON 
BRUCE SHERIDAN LB RUTGERS 
TARIK SMITH RB CALIFORNIA 
CREIG SPANN WR ARIZONA STATE 
DERRICK STEAGALL WR GEORGIA TECH 
WASEANTAIT RB TOLEDO 
CHARLES WILEY RB GEORGIA TECH 
RING BEARERS 


With Gene Stallings and Johnny Majors retiring after the 1996 sea- 
son, and Lou Holtz taking his act fo television, the number of active 
head coaches in college football wearing national championship rings 
has dwindled to seven, even after Florida’s Steve Spurrier was fitted for 
his Jan. 2. Whoever wins it this season, will join a select group: 

SEASON 


COACH TEAM _ 

STEVE SPURRIER FLORIDA 1996 
TOM OSBORNE NEBRASKA 1994-95 
BOBBY BOWDEN FLORIDA STATE 1993 
LAVELL EDWARDS BRIGHAM YOUNG 1984 
JOHN ROBINSON SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA __1978 
JOE PATERNO PENN STATE 1982-86 
DANNY FORD CLEMSON 1981 
THE HEAT IS ON 


These seven coaches had best drink from the cup of success or 
else look for another waterin’ hole before long: 
NAME TEAM COMMENT 


John Blake —_ Oklahoma You want patience? Look somewhere other than Norman. 


Jackie Sherrill Miss. St. He was supposed to have this thing turned a long time ago. 


.C. Slocum Texas A&M Has never been embraced as long-term answer in College Station. 


Dick Tomey _ Arizona Basketball success has accentuated missed football opportunities. 
— Don Borst, John Hadley 
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NOVEMBER TO REMEMBER 


The biggest games are always played in November. Because no matter what happened 
In Tennessee-Florida or any other early-season game, it all can come undone on a team (and 
usually does — just ask Ohio State) if it doesn't take care of business down the stretch. 

Here's a rundown of the Key games when poll positioning, bow! games and conference 


championships are at stake in November: 
BER 1 


USC at Washington That game that usually decides who spends New Year's in Pasadena, 
Penn St. at Northwestern _ Visit to Evanston no given anymore. Do Lions look ahead to Michigan? 


| 
s} 
fl 
1 


UCLA at Stanford ‘Winner of this one will probably stay in race fo the end. = 


hide rig ey 


lami at Virginia Tech 
Michigan at Penn St. 


im own state, 
eh ble to be 8-0 entering this one. 
jons could wrap up the Big Ten title with a win. 


Hig en SN Lens cl op up re wna 
Stanford at USC Pao-10's private schools compare gold cards and Rose Bowl hopes. 


NOVEMBER 15 


Notre Dame at LSU This game is nuts for LSU fo schedule during SEC season, : 
Michigan at Wisconsin __ Badgers could be 10-0. Michigan plays third road game in four weeks. 


ichigan at Wisconsin 


louston at Southern Miss. Lost 
NOVEMBER 22 


Id be 10-0, Michigan plays third road 
North Carolina at Clemson Carolina hits the road 


in four weeks. 
showdown with FSU; Tigers lay in wait. 


determined champ and bow! 


Alabama at Auburn Almost matches Army-Navy rating as best series of the ‘90s. - 


Florida St. ot Florida 
Michigan at Ohio State 
UCLA at S 
Washington St. at W 
_ NOVEMBER 27 
Nebraska at Colo Will 
exas at Texas A&M 
NOVEMBER 29 
cuse at Miami 
DECEMBER 6 
oN 


The buildup for th 
Do the Buc! 


Butfaloes 


WAC Cennoaetty Game Mentioned in niet to res commissioner Karl Benson four books, 


in Big 12 ki 
I this turn out fo be a quasi-title game for Big 12 


e started on Jan. 3. 
dare enter this contest 10-0 again? 

jem California Both teams end grueling November schedules with scent of Roses in air. 
ington Huskies enter season as Pac-10 front 


ef; WSU as Pac-10 darkhorse. =H 


us in'9 


A year ahead of time, here's an early glance at college football's premier NFL prospects. Some of 
these guys will increase their stock further, and others will bomb out. We tried to lean away trom listing 


Juniors, bul a handful, we just couldn't ignore. 


And, of course, there's sophomore Ron Dayne, Wisconsin's power back, who could challenge the 
NFL and NCAA rules if he has a season fo match his 2, 109-yard freshman campaign, And Texas’ Phil 
Dowson is being watehed carefully as a rare kicker who may become a first- or second-round pick. 

Players are listed regardless of position, based merely on conversations with NFL scouts who 
reminded us that they needed another year fo evaluate the players ... so consider this 0 sneak preview: 


1. Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 
2. Flozell Adams, OT, Michigan State 


26. Tavian Banks, RB, lowa 
27. Chris Akins, DT, Texas 


_3. Charles Woodson, DB, Michigan 
4. Leonard Little, DE/LB, Tennessee 
_5. Michael Myers, DL, Alabama 


28. Sam Cowart, LB, Florida State 


29. Chris Anderson, WR, Colorado 
30. Ed Chester, DL, Florida 


_ 6. Phil Savoy, WR, Colorado 
7. Grant Wistrom, LB, Nebraska 


_8. Greg Ellis, DE, North Carolina 
igh Curtis Enis, RB, Penn State 


31. Ry Ryan Leaf, QB, Washington State 
32. E.G. Green, WR, Florida State 
33. Terry Fair, CB, Tennessee 

34.0 Donovin Darius, DB, Syracuse 


10. Kevin Faulk, RB, LSU 
11. Randy Moss, WR, Marshall 


12. D’'Wayne Bates, WR, Northwestern 


35. Fred Taylor, RB, Florida 
36. Cory Sauter, QB, Minnesota z 
37. Derrick Ransom, DL, Cincinnati 


13. Brian Simmons, LB, North Carolina _ 
14. Alonzo Mayes, TE, Oklahoma State 
15. Robert Edwards, | RB, Georgia 


16. Andre Wadsworth, DL, Florida State 
17. Chris Keldorf, QB, North Carolina 


38. Jason Chorak, LB, Washington 
39. Brian Kelly, CB, Southern California 
40. Jamie Duncan, LB, Vanderbilt 

41. Jason Fabini, OT, Cincinnati 


42. Cam Cleeland, TE, Washington 


18. Chris Hood, DL, Alabama 


43. Deshea Townsend, CB, Alabama 


19. Daylon | McCutcheon, CB, USC 


44. Ron Powlus, QB, Notre Dame 


20. Jim Turner, WR/KR, Syracuse 
21. Chris McAlister, CB, Arizona 


45. Rashaan Shehee, RB, Washington 
46. Stephen Alexander, TE, Oklahoma 


22. Skip Hicks, RB, UCLA 
23. Raymond Priester, RB, Clemson 


47. Mike Doughty, OT, Notre Dame 
48. Kivuusama Mays, LB, North Carolina 


24. Jason Peter, DT, Nebraska 
25. Ricky Williams, RB, Texas 


1997 


50. Allen Rossum, KRICB, Notre Dame 


1997 POST-SEASON 
BOWL LINE-UP 


LAS VEGAS BOWL 


TBD 

Las Vegas, Nevada; December 20 
WAC Representative vs. Open 
$800,000 per team 

Last season: Nevada 18, Ball State 15 


JEEP ALOHA BO 
FOOTBALL CLASSIC 


ABC 

Honolulu, Hawaii; December 25 
Big 12 #5 vs. PAC-10 #4 
$750,000 per team 

Last season: Navy 42, California 38 


FORD MOTOR CITY 
BOWL 


ESPN 

Detroit, Michigan; December 26 
MAC Champion vs. Open Bid 
$750,000 per team 

First year 


COPPER BOWL 


ESPN 

Tucson, Arizona; December 27 
WAC #2 vs. Big 12 #6 

$750,000 per team 

Last season: Wisconsin 38, Utah 10 


POULAN ED EATER 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL 


ESPN 

Shreveport, Louisiana; December 28 
SEC #5 vs Open 

$800,000 per team 

Last season: Auburn 32, Army 29 


PLYMOUTH 

HOLIDAY BOWL 

ESPN 

San Diego, California; December 29 
Big 12 #3 vs. WAC #1 or PAC-10 #2 


$1.4 million per team 
Last season: Colorado 33, Washington 21 


CARQUEST BOWL 


TBS 

Miami, Florida; Deoamnet 29 

Big East #3 vs. ACC #4 
$750,000 per team 

Last season: Miami 31, Virginia 21 


Ree SQUARE 
ALAMO BO 


ESPN 

San Antonio, Texas; December 30 
Big 12 #4 vs. Big 10 #4 

$1 million per team 

Last season: lowa 27, Texas Tech 0 


NORWEST SUN BOWL 


CBS 

El Paso, Texas; December 31 

Pac-10 #3 vs, Big Ten #5 

$1 million per team 

Last season: Stanford 38, Michigan St. 0 


ST. JUDE LIBERTY BOWL 


ESPN 

Memphis Tennessee; December 31 
Conference USA #1 vs. Big East #4 
$750,000 minimum per team 

Last season: Syracuse 30, Houston 17 


TOSTITOS FIESTA BOWL 


CBS 

Tempe, Arizona; December 31 
Alliance #4 vs, Alliance #6 

$8.5 million per team 

Last season: Penn State 38, Texas 15 


OUTBACK BOWL 


ESPN 

Tampa, Florida; January 1 

Big Ten #3 vs, SEC #3 

$1.5 million per team 

Last season; Alabama 17, Michigan 14 


TOYOTA GATOR BOWL 


NBC 

Jacksonville, Florida; January 1 

ACC #2 vs. Big East #2 

$1.3 million per team 

Last season: North Carolina 20, West Virginia 13 


CompUSA 
FLORIDA CITRUS BOWL 


ABC 

Orlando, Florida; January 1 

Big 10 Co-champion/#2 vs. SEC #2 

$3 million per team 

Last season: Tennessee 48, Northwestern 28 


SOUTHWESTERN BELL 
COTTON BOWL 


CBS 

Dallas, Texas; January 1 

Big 12 #2 vs. PAC-10 #2 or WAC #1 
$2 million minimum per team 

Last season: BYU 19, Kansas State 15 


ROSE BOWL 


ABC 

Pasadena, California; January 1 

Big Ten #1 vs, PAC-10 #1 

$9.5 million per team 

Last season; Ohio St, 20, Arizona St. 17 


NOKIA SUGAR BOWL 


ABC 

New Orleans, Louisiana; January 1 
Alliance #3 vs. Alliance #5 

$8.5 million per team 

Last season: Florida 52, Florida State 20 


CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 


ESPN 

Atlanta, Georgia; January 2 

SEC #4 vs. ACC #3 

$1.3 million minimum 

Last season: LSU 10, Clemson 7 


FEDEX ORANGE BOWL 


CBS 

Miami, Florida; January 2 

Alliance #1 vs. Alliance #2 

$8.6 million per team 

Last season: Nebraska 41, Virginia Tech 21 
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FSU Sees Tar Heels Just 


Over Its Shoulder 


Mack Brown needed to go no farther than his kitchen fo be 
reminded how close North Carolina came in 1996 fo realizing what 
eight members of the Atlantic Coast Conference — and every mem- 
ber of the league office — desired for six years. 

Brown, proud of the Tar Heels’ third nine-win season in five 
years, checked his ego at the coffee pot. 

His son already had played the game of “What if ...” 

“Do you realize we were one interception away from being in the 
Alliance?” he asked Brown. 

Brown’s reply: “Thanks a lot, Chris.” 

Yes, Brown realized. One late-game 
interception against Virginia set a dramatic 
stage for North Carolina’s 20-17 loss in 
Charlottesville, costing the Tar Heels a 
chance fo become a highly ranked runner-up 
in the Bowl Alliance's pool of highly hyped 
and highly rewarded teams. The Tar Heels 
would have been Orange Bowl-bound, 
selected instead of Nebraska. 

A month later, North Carolina won its 
10th game, beating West Virginia in the 
Gator Bowl. 

Regardless, Chris Keldorf's well-inten- 
tioned pass is symbolic of just how close 
North Carolina is fo becoming the Atlantic 
Coast Conference's “other” power program. 
And how close the Tar Heels are to catching the league’s annual 
winner and representative in the Alliance, Florida State. 


Florida State at South 
Virginia at North Caro 


Florida State at Virgin 
Florida State at North 


ROAD TO AN 
ALLIANCE BOWL 


Auburn at Virginia (Sept. 4) 


Stanford at North Carolina (Sept. 13) 


Miami at Florida State (Oct. 4) 


North Carolina at Clemson (Nov. 15) 
Florida State at Florida (Nov. 22) 
Virginia Tech at Virginia (Nov. 29) 


In 1996, despite breaking in a new quarterback, FSU won the 
ACC title for the fifth year in a row (it shared the ‘95 title with Vir- 
ginia). Although the Seminoles were embarrassed in the national 
championship Sugar Bow! by rival Florida, 52-20, they followed up 
their 10th consecutive Top 5 finish with another predictable achieve- 
ment — a top-five recruiting class nationally and No. 1 in the ACC. 

Second-best in the league, recruiting gurus said, was North Car- 
Olina, which loaded up at skill positions. 

Detect a trend here? 

Florida State again will be favored to pick 
up another championship trophy come 
December, but at least for one season the 
Seminoles aren’t the overwhelming confer- 
ence favorite they once were. Continued 
whispers about FSU starting quarterback 
Thad Busby’s leadership come as the Semi- 
noles rebuild their offensive line, strangely, 
almost from scratch. 

Overall, the ACC should be stronger than 
a year ago when the most proven quarter- 
backs were Clemson‘s Nealon Greene and 
Maryland’s Brian Cummings. 

Clemson's talent level is solid, big-play 
receiver Tony Horne is off suspension, and the 
Tigers have more starfers back on the offensive 
line (four) than anyone else in the league. 

Given Virginia’s penchant for solid football under George Welsh, 
Maryland's renewed enthusiasm and defensive front seven under 

new coach Ron Vanderlinden, and 
Georgia Tech’s defensive front, winning 


ern Cal (Sept. 6) 
lina (Sept. 27) 


ia (Oct. 25) 
Carolina (Nov. 8) 


1. ANTHONY SIMMONS ILB Clemson Junior 
Should have been finalist for Butkus Award last year. 

2. GREG ELLIS DE North Carolina Senior 
Dominant overall player with great rush skills. 

3. RAYMOND PRIESTER RB Clemson Senior 
Bruising runner averaged 108.6 yards a game in 1996. 

4. BRIAN SIMMONS LB North Carolina Senior 


One of the best in a great linebacker league. 
5. ANDRE WADSWORTH DE Florida State Senior 


Converted nose guard won't miss a beat rushing from corner. 
6. SAM COWART LB Florida State Senior 


No ill effects from rebuilt knee. Total linebacker package. 
7. DRE’ BLY CB North Carolina Sophomore 


Opposition coaches can’t find film of a WR who has turned him around. 
8. JOHNNIE HICKS NG Maryland Senior 


Quick, experienced, strong. He's what a nose guard should be. 


9. L.C. STEVENS WR North Carolina Junior 
He's the Tar Heels’ home-run hitter on offense. 
10. RASHEED SIMMONS DE Maryland Junior 


Moving closer to home has only helped his dedication. 
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the ACC ought to be an even more diffi- 
cult task in ‘97. 

Meanwhile, North Carolina returns 
nine starters, including stud pass 
rusher Greg Ellis, stud linebacker Brian 
Simmons, and stud pass defender 
Dre’ Bly, from a defense that ranked 
No. 1 nationally. 

The Tar Heels have concerns up 
front and in replacing tailback Leon 
Johnson. But if they get those concerns 
solved and Brown can soff-shoe his 
way around being considered a team 
ready to beat FSU, the Tar Heels just 
might do it. 

Some already believe. 

“The more and more | think about it, we 
have d lot of talent and a great recruiting 
class, and we have a good chance to be 
on top — the very top,” said Bly, who 
never has been noted for a lack of confi- 
dence. “We have the attitude on defense 


that nobody can move the ball. 

“The offense has the attitude that they 
can score on anybody. We compete so 
hard, harder now than we ever did, because 
we have so much falent. We know we have 
a chance to be the best team in the ACC and 
the country.” 

Keldorf, a California junior college 
implant, made an immediate impact in ‘96, 
becoming the first Tar Heels quarterback to 
earn All-ACC honors since Chris Kupec in 
1974. He set school records for comple- 
tions, yards, touchdown passes and pass 
interceptions. 

A fractured and dislocated left ankle in 
the regular-season finale against Duke 
meant surgery for him and two games of 
heroics, including the Gator Bowl, for 
backup Oscar Davenport. 

Keldorf's recovery has been nothing 
short of remarkable. Given that and the 
return of receivers Octavus Barnes, L.C. 
Stevens and Na Brown, and it’s not hard to 
see the Tar Heels’ potential. 

Besides, last postseason delivered a 
sign. For the first time since 1982, the Tar 
Heels won a bow! game in the same sea- 
son that the Seminoles lost one. 

Not that Mack Brown is buying any of 
this, understand. 

“| can see where everybody looks at 
our defense and sees nine starters coming 
back and sees our quarterback coming 
back and all those receivers, but they have 
fo understand that we have to replace virtu- 
ally our entire offensive line and entire back- 
field,” said Brown, who embraces an 
underdog role the way Linus clutches his 
blanket. “We've got fo replace an NFL tight 
end, three starting offensive linemen, our 
fullback and our tailback. You don’t just do 
that overnight.” 

Never mind that FSU has nearly the 
same plight. It must find four new linemen 
and an heir for tailback Warrick Dunn. Bow- 
den, though, expects fo see Florida State's 
name among the national media's top five. 

“It’s just natural after what we've 
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ALL-ACC TEAM 
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Chris Keldort Noth Caring Gr 65 235 
Priester Clemson & 61 230 

RB Rodge & 611 231 
WR_LC. Stevens Noth Caroling Jt_ 65 213 
WR_E.6. Groen Fonda Stato S_—-11_ 180 
TE Melvin Peareal Forda State & = G-1 2865 
OL Tru Thomes Fotda State Sr 6-8 330 
OL Ken Toh = St 65 300 
OL __ Jeff Saturday Noth Carling S 63 290 
OL Glenn Rountree Clemson & 63 200 
OL Jim Bundren Clemson & 63 290 
AP _ Deo Feaster FotdaStcte kr 5-9 182 


Froese Georgia Tech St 6-1 


DL Greg Elis Noth Carolina §=S& 66 265 
Di_Johanie Hicks Mayland  -»« &_ 62 281 
Di_Rasheed Simmons _—‘Maryiand & 65 255 
DL__Andre Wedsworth Flodda State & 64 282 
LB __ Anthony Simmons Clomeon a 61 25 
1B _ Bran Simmons North Carolina _Sr_6-4 230 
1B SamCowat Florida State & 63 230 
DB Dre’ Bly Noth Caroling 80 5-10 185 
DB Shevin Smith Fodda Site = & 6-0 191 
DB__Anthony Poindexter Virginia __ st @1 202 
DB Robert Willams North Carolina Jr 6-11 170 
P__ Rodney Willams GeomlaTech Jt 6-1 (182 
OFFEN 


QB Thod Busby Floida State S63 220 
Tremayne Stephens H.C. State Sr 6-0 200 
Charles Tech Gl 2268 

WR Harvey Middleton = GeomglaTech = Sr 6-0 187 
Desmond Clark Woke Forest ut 6-3 238 
x North Carling So 63 245 

OL Mike Baxter Noth Caroling Sx 6-4 
Kovin Long Fodda State Sr 65 200 
Doug Kerczewski —_—_—Viginia & 65 284 

OL Patrick Mannelly Duke & 66 285 

OL lan Rafferty N.C. State St 65 285 

P TonyHome —=— Clemson & 61) 17 

So 6-11 185 


defense 


oe 
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accomplished,” said Bowden, who at 67 
begins his 22nd season in Tallahassee with 
no signs of slowing down. “We do have 
some work to do. But the good thing is the 
talent is there and we do have some time to 
develop it.” 

With 31 years and 270 victories piled 
up in his career, Bowden knows better than 
anybody in garnet and gold that some team 
in the ACC will do what Virginia could not in 
1995 — beat Florida State AND win the 
ACC crown outright. 

Come fall, FSU plays but five home 
games and only four ACC games in the 
state of Florida. Thankfully for the ACC 
office, none of the other eight schools 
(read: Duke) sold games to groups 
wanting fo move games to Orlando and 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Unlike previous years, the Seminoles 
look like they can be had, which actually 
would be good for the league, since the 
national perception of the ACC has become 
Bobby and the Eight Dwarves. 

In addition to playing at Southern Cali- 
fornia in the season-opener and at Florida in 
the season-ender, the Seminoles must travel 
to Clemson, to Virginia and then toimpos- 
ingNorth Carolina. 

Out of the league, North Carolina faces 
Indiana and Stanford at home and Texas 
Christian on the road. 

On one side, the numbers are severely 
stacked against the rest of the ACC. Florida 
State in five seasons of conference play, has 
won 39 of 40 league games. Of those 39 
victories, the Seminoles have won 37 of 
them by double-digit margins. 

On the other hand, the odds of that 
frend continuing don’t favor Florida State. 

“| think until somebody not only beats 
Florida State, but finishes ahead of them at the 
end of the year, you still have to consider 
Florida State the team to beat,” Brown said. 
“Nobody's finished ahead of them yet.” 

No, but around the ACC hope continues 
to grow. 

— Alan Schmadtke 


inexperience. 


Linoy’s Foorsait ANNUALS 55 


BIG EAST 


Turnover and Turmoil 
with the 
Haves and Have-Nots 


Don Nehlen is feeling old. He never thought he would last long 
enough to make the trip this November to Notre Dame, a game that 
was set up nearly a decade ago by then-West Virginia athletic 


director Fred Schaus. 


“Both of us thought we'd be sitting up in the stands by the time 
the game was played,” Nehlen says. “He is, but I’m not.” Com- 
pounding the 42-year coaching vet's sense of becoming a gridiron 


antiquity have been the recent changes on 
the Big East Conference sidelines. 

‘I'm the only one who has been around 
here for a long time,” he says laughing. 

Nehlen isn’t completely right. Virginia 
Tech’s Frank Beamer and Syracuse's Paul 
Pasqualoni were coaching at their current 
schools when the Big East began play in 
1991, but Nehlen’s point is well-faken. 
During the past few years, the conference 
has undergone a considerable coaching 
facelift. Four new bosses have debuted 
since the end of the 1994 season, includ- 
ing a pair of Big East rookies this year, 
Pits Walt Harris and Boston College’s 
Tom O’Brien. 

They join Rutgers’ Terry Shea (1996) 


and Miami's Butch Davis (‘95) as conference greenhorns, and 
amplify both the volatility of the coaching profession in today’s col- 


1. DONOVAN McNABB_ QB 


lege football world and the Big East's seven-year fight for continuity. 
And there could be more upheaval fo come. Perhaps the worst- 
kept secret in the league is Temple coach Ron Dickerson’s status. 


Although he escaped termination following a 1-10 record last year, 


ROAD TO AN 
ALLIANCE BOWL 


Syracuse vs. Wisconsin (Aug. 24) 
Arizona State at Miami (Sept. 13) 
Syracuse at Virginia Tech (Sept. 13) 
West Virginia at Miami (Sept. 27) 


Miami at Florida State (Oct. 4) 

West Virginia at Syracuse (Nov. 1) 
Miami at Virginia Tech (Nov. 8) 

West Virginia at Notre Dame (Nov. 22) 
Virginia Tech at Virginia (Nov. 29) 
Syracuse at Miami (Nov. 29) 


Syracuse Junior 


And if the Owls can’t become more 
competitive and find a way to attract more 
than 5,000 fans to tomb-like Veterans Sta- 
dium, the league could bounce them from 
the membership. Both scenarios are 
unpalatable, buf might be necessary in 
order to preserve stability. 

The league could certainly use some 
peace. Although four of its teams finished 
among the top 26 last year, the Big East 
has been rocked by scandal — most 
notably Miami’s 1995 probation sentence 
and last year's gambling imbroglio at 
Boston College — and left on the sidelines 
as other conferences beefed up their mem- 
bership roles and therefore their status 
within the NCAA. And the recent poor play 


of Temple, Pittsburgh and Rutgers has caused many fo regard the 
Big East as a two-tiered, top-heavy, bottom-light league. 


“Many people perceive all 
leagues as made up of two tiers,” 
says O’Brien, who spent the last 15 
years as an offensive assistant (the 


Dickerson and the whole Temple program have been served notice. 
If the affable fifth-year coach can’t turn things around this year 
(Dickerson is 5-39 during his tenure), he may well be replaced. 


Big East Co-Offensive Player of the Year in ‘96. 


last three as coordinator) under 


2. DONOVIN DARIUS FS Syracuse Senior G Welsh at Vi “The ACC i 
___Turmed down the NFL for another year as top enforcer. = Foiida Siete i i eh : an = 
-S-DAVID SAUNDERS WR West Virginia Santor ~ DAVID SAUNDERS WR West Virginia Senior au ie eda i me 
___Big-play guy caught 76 passes in breakout 96 season. ginia, with Clemson gaining. But then 
DUANE ARR a Nigga DUANE STARKS CB Miami Senior there are Georgia Tech, Wake Forest, 
___Top cover man in the Big East... maybe elsewhere, foo. ce and si Doak oe haven't 
“E KEN OXENDINE RB Virginia Tech Senor KEN OXENDINE RB VirginiaTech Senior ee ifn yt I; us ee 
___ Scored 13 TDsinjustninegameslastyear, aving a defined set of winners 
= JAMMI GERMANS WR ign JAMMI GERMAN WR Miami Senior and losers isn’t such a bad thing, as 
___His knee is sound, sobig playswillabound, eT laa Sen oadeet La a 
J-AMOS ZEREOUE RB West Virginia Junior ~ Virginia Junior SCADA TSGOR oi 
___Had 972 yardsand 10 scoresasafreshman, y Vil g G f S 
“RYAN CLEMENT OB Miami Senror QB Miami Senior ates Reed Galen docied 
____ Had nation’s ninth-best QB rating last year; rarely makes mistakes. —__ Reese atl bie ated ornare 
the rest of the league and brought 
GOHENRYSIAY a bh Gs He Seno HENRY SLAY DT West Virginia Senior if toth f 
___Willanchoranother man-eating defense. So INICES IDE ALE UE UCEE Ihe UE 
10; ANTWAUNE PONDS 1B Syracuse ~~Senior ~ Syracuse Senior Losi yoo awever Biere WOS:110 


Packs a punch for the Orangemen, but needs more help on D. clear-cut monster, and the Big East 
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was beset by criticisms that it had suffered 
a league-wide downturn, thanks to 
increased parity. 

Even if the league is top-heavy, it cer- 
tainly isn’t packed with dominating teams. 
Last year’s bowl participants went 2-2, and 
the victories weren't exactly over jugger- 
nauts (Houston and Virginia). Miami‘s 
drop from national prominence has hurt the 
league and helped create a national per- 
ception of the conference as second-rate, 

And there isn’t too much the league 
can do about it, except hope the current 
members pick things up. Even if Connecti- 
cut gets the necessary funding to build 
a stadium that would allow it to make 
the jump from I-AA to I-A and join the 
league for football, the Huskies aren’t going 
to be competitive for years. The same 
would apply to Villanova, if the Wildcats 
ever upgrade. 

Conference athletic directors and com- 
missioner Mike Tranghese have to be kicking 
themselves for not tendering an invitation to 
East Carolina, which begins play in Confer- 
ence USA this season and is clearly a pro- 
gram on the move. The remaining 
independents out there aren't going to offer 
too much in the way of demographic pop, 
and the only way Notre Dame would join the 
conference for football (it is already a member 
in all other sports) is if the team’s fortunes 
slide enough to dissuade NBC from continu- 
ing to shell out millions for the rights fo tele- 
vise Fighting Irish games. 

Things could get even worse, particu- 
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larly if Temple continues to flounder, give DL _Joton We arse x ee mm 
in to insfitution wide financial troubles and Oe ——Vest Vaio _1_6-4 Cals Coben “hes wiea aay 
shelve its money-sucking program. West DL_ Kerwin Hairston La % 62 276 
Virginia is well-positioned to become a {2 _ John Hoey _ Weinid _Si_6-2 240 _ 
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nice fit as a 10th member for the ACC, and LB fond beat Boston College Si 6-2 oa 
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itable playoff game. 

Of course, all of this is conjecture, and 
the Big East family doesn’t want to hear 
any of it. 

“| don’t think there's any question that 
in Miami, Syracuse, Virginia Tech and us, 
you've got four good football teams,” 
Nehlen says. “Boston College is an 
unknown factor, but instead of four good 
teams you could have five. And | don’t 
think Rutgers and Pitt are that far off. Pitt 
has some talented players.” 

Nehlen’s chamber-of-commerce 
speech has some truth fo it. The top group 
of Big East teams is again Top-25 mater- 
ial, even if none is close to national title 
contention. This year's championship race 
should come down fo the Nov. 29 Syra- 
cuse-Miami game in the Orange Bowl. 

Though SU has 13 starters back from 
last year's Liberty Bowl champs, including 
do-everything quarterback Donovan McNabb, 
it must firm up its defense or suffer yet 
another loss (the Orangemen have dropped 
Six in d row) to the Hurricanes. Miami, mean- 
while, should be one of the more entertaining 
teams around, thanks fo a pile of returning 
Offensive skill position players and an aggres- 
sive, but young, defense. 

Virginia Tech may successfully defend 
its two-year run atop the league, but the 
Hokies must find replacements for quarter- 
back Jim Druckenmiller and defensive end 
Cornell Brown. West Virginia is in a similar 
position, thanks to the departures of stand- 
out linebacker Canute Curtis and veteran 
passer Chad Johnston. BC should be 
improved, but the Eagles will be adjusting 
to their fifth defensive coordinator in as 
many years and must develop stability at 
quarterback before they can contend. Pitt, 
Rutgers and Temple should once again 
comprise that bottom tier. 

Somebody has to. 

— Michael Bradley 


This is no way to show the league office that the Owls belong in the Big East. 
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BIGTEN 


Buckeyes Again 
Hold Sway in 
Balanced Race 


When Ohio State tied for the conference championship and went 
to the Rose Bowl last season, most college football fans, and many 
Big Ten fans, weren’t aware that it was the Buckeyes’ first trip to 
Pasadena in more than a decade. 

Not since the 1984 season had Ohio State played in the Grand- 
daddy of Them All. In fact, many young Ohio State fans were proba- 
bly beginning to think they'd be granddaddys before their beloved 
Buckeyes made the trip West again. 

Of course, it wasn’t so long ago that such 
Q drought for a once-proud member of the for- 
mer Big Two would have been unthinkable. 

But things have changed in the Big Ten. 
And we're not just talking about the addition of 
an 11th team. 

From 1968 to 1980, Ohio State and 
Michigan — the big, bad Big Two — so dom- 
inated the other Little Eight, that they went fo 
13 consecutive Rose Bowls. 

But since then, the league has sent a 
veritable tag team to Pasadena to do battle 
with the best the Pacific-10 Conference has 
to offer. 

Oh sure, Michigan has played in seven 
Rose Bowl games since 1980, but the new kid on the block, Penn 
State, has quickly gotten into the act, and so have five former mem- 
bers of the Little Eight Club. 

lowa leads the way with three Rose Bowl trips, but Illinois, 


lowa at Ohio State (0 


Michigan at Michigan 
Michigan at Penn State (Nov. 8) 


lowa at Wisconsin (N 


1. CHARLES WOODSON CB Michigan 


ROAD TO 
THE ROSE BOWL 


Ohio State at Penn State (Oct. 11) 
lowa at Michigan (Oct. 18) 


Michigan at Wisconsin (Nov. 15) 

Ohio State at Michigan (Nov. 22) 
Wisconsin at Penn State (Nov. 22) 
Penn State at Michigan State (Nov. 29) 


Michigan State, Wisconsin and, of course, even Northwestern also 
have sent their cheerleaders on a float down Colorado Boulevard. 

Only Indiana, Purdue and Minnesota have not been able to 
crash the party. 

Perhaps more importantly, the “new and improved’ Big Ten has 
sent four different teams to the Rose Bowl in each of the past four 
seasons — Wisconsin in 1993, Penn State in 1994, Northwestern 
in 1995 and Ohio State last season. 

All of which makes things interesting for the 
fans, but makes life miserable for preseason 
prognosticators. 

For example, if defending champion Ohio 
State is fo become the first Big Ten team to 
make back-to-back trips to the Rose Bow! 
since Michigan in 1991-92, it will have to 
overcome the loss of two All-Americans who 
left early for the NFL — offensive tackle 
Orlando Pace and cornerback Shawn Springs, 
voted by the coaches as the Big Ten’s defen- 
sive player of the year last season. 

Also gone is defensive end Mike Vrabel, 
another All-American who is Ohio State's 
career leader in sacks and tackles for loss. In 
fact, the Buckeyes welcome back only five starters on offense and 
three on defense. 

But oft-maligned coach John Cooper appears to have the 
Buckeyes on track again, and he has his fair share of top performers 
to build around this season. 

Linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer is a 


ct. 4) 


State (Oct. 25) 


ov. 8) 


Junior 


An all-around dynamo who also plays on offense. 

2. RON DAYNE RB Wisconsin Sophomore 
A legitimate Heisman contender as a sophomore. 

3. CURTIS ENIS RB Penn State Junior 
A 2,000-yard rusher if they give him the ball offen enough. 

4. D’WAYNE BATES WR _ Northwestern Senior 
Big-play receiver who comes through in the clutch. 

5. ANDY KATZENMOYER LB Ohio State Sophomore 
So good, they took Archie’s No. 45 out of mothballs for him. 

6. TIM DWIGHT WR lowa Senior 
Great receiver and return star, might play some defense, foo. 

7. FLOZELL ADAMS OT Michigan State Senior 
Best offensive lineman in the Big Ten, if not the country. 


8. JARED DeVRIES DT  lowa Junior 
Lives in offensive backfields: 22 tackles for loss in ‘96. 
9. MARCUS RAY S Michigan Junior 


Key to Wolverine defense; covers the field and really hits. 
10. JOE JUREVICIUS WR Penn State Senior 
Might be the most underrated player in college football. 
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special player, earning second-team All- 
America honors last season as a true 
freshman. Safety Damon Moore has 
All-America potential, and tailback 

Pepe Pearson, wide receiver David 
Boston, defensive tackle Winfield Garnett 
and offensive lineman Eric Gohlstin 

are among the best in the league at 

their positions. 

Plus, Joe Germaine and Stanley 
Jackson made Cooper look like a genius 
with their successful revolving door 
act at quarterback — other than the 
Michigan game. 

Michigan, the other member of the 
former Big Two, hasn't been to the Rose 
Bowl since 1992, and the Wolverines 
have absorbed four losses in three of 
the past four seasons, a horrific slump 
for them. 


But this year, they could break through, 
behind a big, strong, experienced defense. 

The Wolverines feature arguably the top 
player in the conference, and a sure-fire All- 
American, in cornerback Charles Woodson, 
who does double duty as a wide receiver. 

And Penn State, the league’s other high- 
profile program, may have to replace half of 
its starters, but it’s hard to pick against Joe 
Paterno, especially when he has such all- 
star candidates as running back Curtis Enis, 
wideout Joe Jurevicius, and, of course, line- 
backers Aaron Collins and Jim Nelson at 
his service, 

Two seasons ago, when Northwestern 
pulled the surprise of the century and won 
the Big Ten championship, many thought it 
was d fluke. But the Wildcats came right 
back last season fo earn a co-champi- 
onship, only their fifth title ever and the first 
since Michigan to do it two years running. 

Is Purple Power here to stay? This sea- 
son may provide the answer. 

The answer, probably, is no. But that 
doesn’t mean the Wildcats are going away, 
either. Gone from Northwestern's back-to- 
back title teams are two first-team All-Ameri- 
cans, running back Darnell Autry and 
linebacker Pat Fitzgerald, and All-Big Ten 
performers quarterback Steve Schnur and 
guard Justin Chabot. Another strong show- 
ing by the Wildcats in ‘97 will prove that 
coach Gary Barnett’s program is definitely 
for real. 

After three consecutive non-winning sea- 
sons from 1992 fo 1994, the word was that 
Hayden Fry's program at lowa was in trouble, 
Well, the word was wrong. The Hawkeyes 
have rebounded to win 17 games and two 
bow! games the past two seasons. 

And lowa appears ready to mount a seri- 
ous challenge in ‘97, with a very strong 
defensive front, perhaps the Big Ten’s best 
quarterback in Matt Sherman and Fry’s answer 
to Michigan’s Woodson, do-it-all Tim Dwight, 
one of the league's top receivers and kick 


. MICHIGAN STATE 
Steadily, third-year coach Nick Saban is rebuilding. 


1997 
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returners who most likely will see some action 
in the secondary this year. 

Wisconsin also appears ready for 
another run to the top. Literally ... with Ron 
“Great” Dayne doing the running. Last year 
as a freshman, this 5-10, 260-pound rein- 
carnation of Alan “The Horse” Ameche, 
rushed for 2,109 yards. 

He became only the 11th player in col- 
legiate history fo rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a season (including bow! games), 
breaking the Big Ten record in the process. 

Incredibly, Dayne wasn’t even a starter 
until the sixth game. 

This could be Nick Saban’s best team at 
Michigan State, with one of the Big Ten’s top 
quarterbacks (Todd Schultz), running backs 
(Sedrick Irvin), offensive linemen (Flozell 
Adams) and linebackers (Ike Reese). 

The four feams with new coaches this 
year — Illinois (Ron Turner), Minnesota 
(Glen Mason). Purdue (Joe Tiller)and Indi- 
ana (Cam Cameron) and — appear des- 
tined for the second division again, But at 
least with new coaches, the litle four can 
concentrate on rebuilding rather than worry- 
ing about the coaching staff getting fired. 

Illinois and Minnesota particularly are 
not without talent, and could be scary oppo- 
nents for the front-runners. And, after all, 
that's what the Big Ten has become ... a 
league in which the also-rans make the 
transition into contenders almost overnight. 

Illinois has fine multi-purpose back 
Robert Holcombe, while Minneosta has the 
pass-catch combination of quarterback Cory 
Sauter to receivers Ryan Thelwell and Tutu 
Atwood. All-three Gophers are represented 
on Lindy’s preseason all-conference team. 

Then there’s the two teams in Indiana 
— Purdue and Indiana — which have 
fought for years. The perception that all of 
the good college football played in the state 
occurs in the north end in a place called 
South Bend. 

— Tom Kubat 
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Time for the Big League to 


Live Up fo lfts Hype 


Toss those “best conference in college football’ claims. 

The rest of Division I-A may get up off its knees. 

The awe that the Big 12 was supposed to generate turned into 
“aw, shucks.” 

“No excuses,” Nebraska coach Tom Osborne said after Texas 


inexplicably upset his Huskers in the first Big 
12 championship game last December. BIGGEST GAMES 
Ozzie might as well have been speaking IN THE BIG 12 
for the whole league because style definitely 
won out over substance in the Big 12. In Colorado at Michigan (Sept. 13) 
UCLA at Texas (Sept. 13) 
Nebraska at Washington (Sepi. 20) 


other words, the Big 12 marketing machine 
Kansas State at Nebraska (Oct. 4) 


Missouri at 5-6. 


was writing checks its football programs 
couldn't cash. 

From the time the old Big Eight and four 
Southwest Conference schools kicked off the 
mega-conference in August 1996, the new 
league developed credibility gaps. 

Texas’ 37-27 victory in the league 
championship game in St. Louis was enter- 
taining to watch, but just another blow to the 
Big 12's national reputation. Yes, it got the 
Longhorns into the Bowl Alliance, but it wrecked Nebraska’s chances 
for a third straight national championship. 

Against the big five conferences — ACC, Big Ten, Pac-10, SEC 
and WAC — the Big 12 was a combined 11-14. Nebraska's loss to 
Arizona State spawned a slew of Scott Frost jokes in Lincoln. Texas 


Texas A&M at Colorado (Oct. 4) 
Texas vs. Oklahoma (Oct. 11, Dallas) 
Colorado at Texas (Oct. 25) 
Colorado at Kansas State (Nov. 15) 
Nebraska at Colorado (Nov. 27) 
Texas at Texas A&M (Nov. 27) 


1. GRANT WISTROM ODE Nebraska Senior 
Cornhusker star goes in as Outland, Lombardi favorite. 
2. JAMES BROWN QB Texas Senior 


Run/pass threat proved his worth against Nebraska. 
3. RICKY WILLIAMS ~~ RB Texas Junior 


1,272 yards, third-highest in Texas history, now he's at TB. 
4. AARON TAYLOR 0G Nebraska Senior 


Former C could be first NU All-American at two positions. 


5. PHIL SAVOY WR Colorado Senior 
Top returning Big 12 receiver, he's got it all. 

6. DAT NGUYEN LB Texas A&M Junior 
Butkus-like attitude helped him get in on 146 tackles. 

7. RYAN BLACK SS Colorado Senior 
More than a gutty overachiever: 154 tackles led the Big 12. 

8. CHRIS AKINS DT Texas Senior 


Texas types call him the strongest man in college football, 
9. AHMAN GREEN RB Nebraska Junior 


Injuries slowed him last year. Watch out this time around. 
10. MARK SIMONEAU LB Kansas State Sophomore 
Third-straight conference defensive freshman of the year for K-State. 
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A&M had its worst season in 13 years. Baylor fired its coach. 
The league’s most improved team? 


Texas, at one time 3-4, had fo win its final four regular-season 
games just to get into the Big 12 title game. A great game plan and 


daring coaching by John Mackovic allowed 
the Horns to win the conference title and get 
the league a second Alliance berth. 

“That's why they put erasers on pencils,” 
Mackovic crowed. 

If the league has a solid reputation in its 
infancy, if is that of an offensive power- 
house, Only the Pac-10 and WAC scored 
more points per conference game than the 
Big 12 (64.12). 

Given that backdrop, it looks like 
Nebraska and Texas again in the title 
game. Backed up against a defensive wall, 
the Huskers and Horns have the weapons 
to outscore almost anyone. They finished 
|-2 in the league in scoring, averaging 


42.5 and 34.3 points, respectively. 
Junior I-back Anman Green and sophomore backup DeAngelo 
Evans will keep defenses from resting in Lincoln, And Texas QB James 
Brown might be the most dangerous weapon in the conference. 
“On tape the guy looks like a good quarterback, but 


nothing outstanding,” Nebraska All- 
America defensive end Grant Wistrom 
said of Brown. “Shoot, we couldn't get 
the guy down.” 

Brown, a senior, combines a run- 
pass threat with unpredictability. It is 
doubtful Mackovic would have called 
d daring fourth-and-inches pass from 
his own 28 in the championship game 
without Brown. A short completion 
went for 62 yards and set up the clinch- 
ing touchdown. 

Running back Ricky Williams has 
rushed for 2,262 yards in his first two 
seasons, but little of it has come in clutch 
situations. This is his first season as the 
featured runner. 

The Huskers’ fate will be determined 
by Frost. If he stays out of the way 
and hands off to Green and Evans, 
fine. If not... 

A senior transfer from Stanford, 
Frost’s biggest problem was that he was 


not Tommie Frazier. Then he played like 
Joe Frazier. 

Nebraska fans can’t wait until Frost: a) 
gains some consistency and big-play ability 
in big games, b) graduates or c) loses the 
job fo sophomore Frankie London or either 
freshmen Bobby Newcombe or Eric Crouch. 

The temptation is to pick Colorado to 
win it all. The Buffs return 13 starters. CU 
coach Rick Neuheisel proved himself a wor- 
thy big-time coach by outsmarting Osborne 
at times during a 17-12 loss in Lincoln. But 
the combination of the Nebraska Hex and a 
brutal schedule will keep Colorado from get- 
ting past the Huskers. 

The Buffs have games at Michigan, 
Texas and Kansas State. CU will probably 
have to win two of those three to remain in 
the Top 10. If will have to win at Austin and 
Manhattan to set up another showdown with 
Nebraska on Nov. 28 in Boulder. 

Why won't CU prevail? 

1) The Hex. It’s been six years since 
Colorado beat Nebraska. Three of those 
games have been at CU. 

2) It won't matter. The division race 
might be decided by then. 

3) You have to run to beat Nebraska. 
CU was 11th in the league and 63rd in the 
country last season. 

See, it’s all about offense. 

That brings us fo our breakthrough team 
of the year: Missouri, which scored 30 points 
or more five times in a season for only the 
second time since 1980. The long-languish- 
ing Tigers did it with offense, twice winning 
in overtime. Quarterback Corby Jones is 
the catalyst for the nation’s ninth-best 
rushing attack. 

Kansas State will finish third basically 
because there is no other team to challenge 
it in the North. But the Wildcats have to 
decide if they are content with nine victories 
— they've done it each of the last four years 
— or stepping up and beating Nebraska 
just once. The last time was 1968. 


] . NEBRASKA Should have 10 wins going into Colorado game on Nov. 28 
2 COLORADO Trips to Michigan, Texas and K-State make for a tough road 
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OFFENSE — FIRST TEAM 


OL 

OL 

AP Texas A&M 

PK ‘Texas 

DL__ Grant Wistrom Nebraska S65 260 
DL__Chris Akins Texas & 61 205 
DL__ Ryan Olson Colorado & 62 280 
DL__Jason Peter Nebroskn & 65 285 
LB Dat Nguyen Texos A&M 61 213 
LB __ Aaron Humphrey Toxos So 63 247 
LB__ Mork Simoneau Kansas State $0 6-0 226 
DB Ralph Brown Nebroska So 6-11 180 
DB Ryan Black Colorado & 6-10 190 
DB Gana Joseph Okchoma Jt 6-0 202 
DB_ RW. McQuarters Okiahoma State So 5-11 185 
PK Jesse Kosch Nebraska S& 60 185 
QB John Hessler Colorado & 62 200 
RB__De’Mond Porker Okchoma So 8-10 182 
RB__ DeAngelo Evans Nebraska So 6-8 220 
WR_ Ed Willams lowa State & 63 197 
WR_ Donte Hawkins Texes ARM ut 61 «178 
TE Stephen Alexander Okdahoma & 64 225 
OL Andrew Welsh Colorado & 66 205 
OL Mike Monts Missourl & 63 310 
OL__Bruce McCiure Okahoma & 65 262 
OL Ben Adams Tews Jt 65 305 
OL__ Todd Nelmeyer Missourl a 65 206 
AP_ Darren Davis towa Stato So 68 189 
PK Kyle Bryant Toxus A&M S& 6&7 162 


DEFENSE — SECOND 
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RANKINGS 


. NEBRASKA 
TEXAS 

. COLORADO 
KANSAS STATE 
. TEXAS A&M 
MISSOURI 

. TEXAS TECH 


- OKLAHOMA 

- OKLAHOMA STATE 
. KANSAS 

. IOWA STATE 

. BAYLOR 
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Kansas is in for some tough times. 
First-year coach Terry Allen plans to throw 
ing running league with a patchwork 
offensive line. 

lowa State went 5-17 with Troy Davis 
running for 2,000 yards each of the last 
lwo seasons. His brother Darren takes over 
in the backfield. That's not the problem. 

A defense that was 106th in rushing 
defense is, 

Texas A&M is a distant second in the 
South. The Aggies endured their worst sea- 
son, 6-6, since the Jackie Sherrill era. 

Texas Tech has Zebbie Lethridge and a 
shell of the team that finished behind Texas. 
Sophomore Clint Robertson was in line fo 
replace Hanspard until a spring practice 
knee injury put his season in doubt. 

Oklahoma and Oklahoma State are still 
trying fo find reliable quarterbacks. Until they 
do, look for both to dwell in the mid-South. 

Baylor’s new coach, Dave Roberts, 
compared his new school to his former 
employer, Notre Dame. In everything but 
football, maybe. 

— Dennis Dodd 


BIG 12 SOUTH 


] : TEXAS Give the ball to James Brown and hope the defense holds. 


oh TEXAS A&M Deep in running backs and question marks 


3.KANSAS ST. Wildcats’ habit: They have won nine games four years in a row, 3: TEXAS TECH Red Raiders hope grade-point average matches yards per rush 


4. MISSOURI Watch for the Tigers to gain a bow! trip ... in 1998. 


5. KANSAS A losing record last season gives way to a transition year 


6. IOWA ST. This team was 2-9 with Troy Davis, remember 


1997 


4, OKLAHOMA John Blake has proved he can recruit ... now he needs to coach. 
oy OKLAHOMA ST. Still second best in the state. 


6. BAYLOR New coach Dave Roberts should have brought Touchdown Jesus. 
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Huskies Favored to Win in 


‘Basketball League’ 


Last year, Jim Lambright marveled at the combination of Arizona 
State's talent, experience, quarterback and schedule. 

As the 1997 season approaches, it is Lambright and the Huskies 
who can be described similarly. 

Washington has 16 starters returning from the 9-3 season 
and has some big-play athletes in that group, particularly wide 
receiver Jerome Pathon, tailback Rashaan Shehee and safety 
Tony Parrish. 

They have an offensive line that returns 
four starters, including two players — guard 


Bruce Snyder and his crew completed a perfect regular season. 

But even through its troublesome years of rebuilding the program 
following the probation, the Huskies have never been overmatched in 
the Pac-10. And in league games since the veil was lifted for the 
1995 season, Washington is a stunning 13-2-1, with losses only in 
the final seconds to Rose Bowl-bound ASU last season and to Cotton 
Bowl-bound Oregon the year before that. 

The Pac-10 has had a revolving door at the fop in recent 
years, ever since the Huskies and their three- 


, includi peat of 1990-92 were brought crashing down 
Benji Olson and center Olin Kreutz — who are ROAD TO by probation. 
first-team All-Americans. THE ROSE BOWL In the past five years, five different teams 


They have a quarterback, Brock Huard, 
who appears on the verge of becoming the lat- 
est and greatest in Washington’s outstanding 
lineage of passers. 

And they have their key Pac-10 games at 
home (Arizona, USC, Oregon, Washington 
State) ... along with a Sept. 20 date in Husky 
Stadium with the Nebraska Cornhuskers. 

Last year, it was a Sept. 21 date with 
Nebraska that served as Arizona State's coro- 
nation as one of college football's princes of 
1996. That Washington is playing host to the 
Cornhuskers precisely 52 weeks later is only one of the rich similari- 
ties that the 1997 Huskies have with the 1996 Sun Devils. 

It remains to be seen whether Lambright and his team can cash 


in with victories the same way Arizona State did last year, when coach 


UCLA at Washington St. (Aug. 30) 
Arizona State at Washington (Oct. 4) 
USC at Arizona State (Oct. 11) 
Arizona State at Stanford (Oct. 18) 


USC at Washington (Nov. 1) 

UCLA at Stanford (Nov. 1) 

Stanford at USC (Nov. 8) 

Washington at UCLA (Nov. 15) 

UCLA at USC (Nov. 22) 

Washington St. at Washington (Nov. 22) 


have been fo the Rose Bowl: Arizona State 
(1996), USC (1995), Oregon (1994), UCLA 
(1993) and Washington (1992). 

Factor in the shared-championships enjoyed 
by Stanford (1992) and Arizona (1993), and it 
means that teams of seven different Pac-10 foot- 
ball programs have earned championship rings 
in the past five years. The bad news is that only 
USC has won the Rose Bowl. 

It has been sort of a tag team of mediocrity. 
Arizona State's emergence into the Top 5 last 
season was the first for any team in the league 
since 1991 ... and then the Sun Devils failed to finish the job, going 
into full retreat in the final minute of the Rose Bowl and losing to Ohio 
State. 

In the past two postseasons, the Pac-10 is 2-7. Never before 
had the league endured back-to-back los- 
ing records in bowl games. The previous 
20 years, it was 45-26-2. 


1. CHRIS McALISTER CB Junior 
Cornerback in a linebacker's body, he’s the a ey 

2. CHRIS CLAIBORNE LB USC Sophomore 
Difference-maker even as a true freshman last season. 

3. RYAN LEAF QB WSU Junior 
Comparisons to Drew Bledsoe are inevitable ... but not appropriate. 

4, JASON CHORAK DE Washington Senior 


Blows into the backfield faster than anybody in the country. 

5. DAYLON McCUTCHEON CB USC Junior 
He's got all the skills, now needs to show it for a whole season. 

6. BENJI OLSON 0G Washington Junior 
They call him “the road grader,” and for good reason. 

7. CHAD HUTCHINSON QB Stanford Sophomore 
More than a strong-armed thrower, he’s a supremely fluid athlete, 

8. BROCK HUARD QB pet ad Sophomore 
Drop-back deluxe with great touch on the ball and feel for the game. 

9. BOBBY SHAW WR California Senior 
Terrific hands and feet make him a complete receiver. 

10. TONY PARRISH $ Washington Senior 

A combination center fielder, cover-guy and enforcer who can run. 


SESE eee een ee eee 
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As far from believable as this would 
have been just five years ago, this has 
become something of a basketball con- 
ference. It has been six years since 
Washington shared the national title with 
Miami (1991), and 25 years since a 
team from the league has won a clear-cut 
national championship (USC, 1972). 

Consider that since Jan. 1, 1995, the 
Pac-10 has won as many national bas- 
ketball championships as bow! games 
(two). Just as with basketball in the 
1980s, the league's football programs 
have been damaged by a recruiting exo- 
dus. Extensive TV exposure for the Big 10 
and Big 12, especially, have enabled 
those conferences to skim off some of the 
West Coast's best talent, and then beat 
the Pac-10 with it later. 


That's what the league is trying to com- 
bat these days, attempting fo turn up its mar- 
keting presence as well as some of the 
schools enhancing some facilities to upgrade 
their athletic programs. 

The league's arrangement with the Bow! 
Alliance starting with the 1998 season, while 
keeping the Rose Bowl as their base of post- 
season operations, could prove to be just the 
elixir for the exodus. 

“Now we can fell the kids that they can 
play for the national championship and the 
Rose Bowl,” Lambright said. 

That's something the Sun Devils sorta 
wound up playing for last year, although 
even if they had beaten Ohio State, a 12-0 
record might not have been enough to get 
them the national championship since 
Florida and Florida State were looming in 
New Orleans. 

As it turned out, a victory over Ohio 
State would have left ASU with the only per- 
fect record in the country, and the Devils 
would have had an exceedingly strong claim 
fo No. 1 — but that is not the same as 
starting the season with the hype that a 
national championship game is at the end 
of the highway. 

Now Washington will have the chance to 
start the season as a highly ranked team, play 
some image-building non-conference games 
against BYU, Nebraska and San Diego State, 
and then seitle into the Rose Bowl race. 

Lambright acknowledges that he is still 
rebuilding the team’s depth following the 
recruiting restrictions placed on the program 
in 1994 and 1995, but the youthful talent on 
hand indeed melds with a deep, talented 
senior class fo make the Huskies the clear 
preseason pick. 

The way Colorado was able fo toy with 
Washington at times in the 1996 Holiday 
Bowl indicates that the Huskies were not ready 
to dwell in the high-rent district, but maturing 
quarterback Brock Huard, a road-grading 
Offensive line and a veferan defense should 


5. UCLA 
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Experience abounds, but a tough schedule can ruin things. 


LINDY’S 1997 


ALL-PAC-10 TEAM 


OFFENSE — FIRST TEAM 


QB Ryan Leat Washington State Jr 6-6 246 
RB Skip Hicks UCLA Sr 6-0 222 
RB__Rashoan Shehee Washington Sr__5-11_ 205 
WR_ Bobby Show California St_ 6-1 190 
WR__Jerome Pathon Washington St__5-11_ 180 


TE Cam Cleeland Washington St 6-4 265 


OL Benji Olson Washington Jt 6-4 310 
OL_ Kyle Murph Arizona State —sSr_—-6-4_—-298 
OL __ Olin Kreutz Washington Jt 6-4 290 
OL Grey Ruegemer Arizona State Jt 6-5 287 
OL __ Jeremy Newberry California Jt 6-5 305 


AP__Tim Alexander Oregon State Jt_ 6-0 188 
PK Robert Nycz Arizona State Sr 5-1] 194 


DEFENSE — FIRST TEAM 
DL Jason Chorak Washington St_ 6-3 255 


DL__Joe Salave'a Arizona St 6-4 270 
DL__Brondon Whiting California Sr 6-3 280 


DL __Kallee Wong Stantord St_ 6-3 260 
LB Chris Claiborne USC So 6-3 250 
LB Chris Draft Stonford Sr_ 6-1 220 
LB Pat Tillman Arizona State Sr__5-11_ 200 
DB Chris McAlister Arizona Jt 6-2 185 
DB Daylon McCutcheon _ USC Jt 5-11_(:175 
DB Tony Parrish Washington St__5-11_ 205 
DB Shaun Williams UCLA St 6-2 204 
P Jim Wren USC St 6-0 220 


OFFENSE — SECOND TEAM 


QB Chad Hutchinson Stonford So 6-5 230 
RB Soladin McCullough _ Oregon St__ 5-10 190 
RB Torik Smith California Sr_ 6-0 190 
WR_Domon Griffin Oregon St__ 5-10 175 
WR_Lenzie Jackson Arizona State Jr 6-0 191 
TE__ Blake Spence Oregon St_ 6-4 251 
OL Chris Brymer USC Sr 6-3 310 


OL _ Kris Ferris UCLA So 6-9 300 


OL Jason McEndoo Washington State St 6-4 300 
OL Brian Donoghue Stonford St 6-6 285 
OL Tony Coats Washington Jt_6-7_ 300 


AP__R. Joy Soward USC So_5-11_ 175 
PK Kevin Miller Stanford St 6-0 200 


DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
DL__Carl Hansen Stantord St 6-5 265 


DL__Dorian Boose Washington State St_ 6-6 276 
DL__George Pe USC St 6-5 260 
DL__Leon Bender Washington Stote Sr_6-5 308 
LB Brandon Moore Washington State Sr_6-1 220 
LB Brian Willmer UCLA Sr_ 6-2 242 


LB Jerry Jensen Washington St__6-2 230 


DB __Jason Simmons Arizona State St__ 5-10 175 

DB Damien Richardson _Arizona State St 6-2 210 

DB _ Brion Kelly USC St_ 6-1 190 

DB _ Kelly Malveoux Arizona St 5-9 175 

P Chris Sailer UCLA Jr 5-10 190 
a | 


help them make that ascension in 1997. 

Stanford, also with a blossoming quar- 
terback (Chad Hutchinson) leading a veteran 
team, has every reason to expect to continue 
what it started last season, when it won its 
last five games, including an impressive 
38-0 rout of Michigan State in the Sun Bowl. 

Arizona State will have to do without the 
services of do-everything quarterback Jake 
Plummer, who pulled the Devils out of the 
fire foo many times to wonder where they’d 
have been without him. Now they’re without 
him, but coach Bruce Snyder hopes the 
Snake rubbed off on some of his teammates. 

Although the USC Trojans lost their very 
best players fo the NFL, a plethora of big-play 
athletes keep opponents from overlooking 
what could be a rejuvenated program follow- 
ing the messy end-of-season showdown 
between athletic director Mike Garrett and 
John Robinson. 

UCLA has almost the whole offense 
back, led by quarterback Cade McNown, tail- 
back Skip Hicks, and the whole line. 

Washington State looks like the league’s 
darkhorse, which is not unusual. The 
Cougars have arguably the worst depth of 
any feam in the league, but they also have 
arguably the best quarterback (Ryan Leaf) 
and — if they're all healthy and out of acad- 
emic trouble — the best defensive line, 
which makes for a dynamite combination. 

Arizona and Oregon have something to 
prove after losing five league games last sea- 
son, with the Wildcats boasting one of the 
league's most exciting players in quarterback 
Keith Smith, and the Ducks boasting one of 
ihe league’s most exciting players in tailback 
Saladin McCullough. 

Cal hopes new coach Tom Holmoe’s pro 
football sucess will translate into victories in 
Strawberry Canyon. 

Then there’s Oregon State, which, 
even with new coach Mike Riley, are still 
the Beavers. 

— Don Borst 


6. WASHINGTON STATE 


8. OREGON 


Need to make a move fo avoid return to second-division routine. 


10. OREGON STATE 


Who knows what to think? Beavers start anew ... again. 
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Key to T 


September Showdown 


itle Chase Again 


It's hard to imagine Florida as an underdog. 

The Gators are the defending national champions, They have won 
over 90 percent of their SEC games in the ‘90s. They have won four SEC 
titles in a row. They have won five straight East Division titles. They are 
one of two teams to finish in the top 10 each of the last six seasons. 

_ But if this dynasty were to hit a bump, this would be the year. 

Florida lost Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel — college foot- 
ball’s all-time best quarterback, according to Gators coach Steve Spurrier. 

The Gators lose receivers Reidel Anthony and Ike Hilliard to the 
NFL a year early after each caught 126 career 
passes for a combined 4,488 yards. 

They lose their fop two defensive backs, 
Anthone Lott and Lawrence Wright. 

They lose an All-SEC linebacker and their 
two best offensive linemen. 

But Spurrier won't raise a white flag. 
Maybe an orange one. 

If ever Tennessee were ready fo unseat 
Florida, this would be the season. The Vols 
return 15 starters from a 10-2 team that lost by 
six points fo the Gators last year. They have the 
nation’s best quarterback, the SEC’s best 
receiving corps, and they return seven starters 
from the SEC’s top-ranked defense. 

But Spurrier and the Gators seem fo have 
Tennessee's number. They have beaten the Vols 
four straight years. Ol’ Stevie Boy scored 62 on Tennessee in 
1995 and had a 35-0 lead 20 minutes into the game last season. 

| And alfhough Tennessee may have the advantage in experience, 
Florida has the advantage of playing Tennessee at Florida Field. And so 


Auburn at LSU (Sept. 
Florida at LSU (Oct. 1 
Georgia at Tennessee 
Tennessee at Alabam 


LSU at Alabama (Nov 


Arkansas at LSU (Nov 


1. PEYTON MANNING’ QB 


2. KEVIN FAULK RB LSU 


Led SEC in rushing, punt returns and all-purpose yards, 
Tennessee 


Superb pass-rusher, 19.5 sacks in 19 career games. 


3. LEONARD LITTLE DE 


4, MICHAEL MYERS DT Alabama 


Juco transfer led Tide with 8 sacks, 13 tackles for loss, 


5. TAKEO SPIKES LB Auburn 


Butkus semifinalist last year, had 119 tackles. 


6. BRANDON TOLBERT LB Georgia 


Piled up 116 tackles from his strongside spot. 


7. HINES WARD WR/AP Georgia 


Could be first player to get 1,000 yards in 4 categories. 


8. JAMIE DUNCAN LB Vanderbi 


Had SEC-best 151 tackles (5 sacks), 307 career stops 


9. DESHEA TOWNSEND CB Alabama 


Best cover guy in SEC; 7 career interceptions. 


10. JACQUEZ GREEN WR Florida 
Could catch 70 passes; SEC’s No. 3 punt returner. 


ROAD TO THE 
GEORGIA DOME 


Tennessee at Florida (Sept. 20) 


Florida at Auburn (Oct. 18) 


Georgia-Florida at Jacksonville (Nov. 1) 


Alabama at Auburn (Nov. 22) 


Tennessee 
Already has 19 school records, 53 TD passes, 7,382 yards. 


once again, the winner of the September showdown will take a huge step 
foward winning not only the SEC championship, but the national fitle. 


EASTERN DIVISION 

Spurrier has an uncanny ability to get production from his quarter- 
backs, from his days with the Tampa Bay Bandits to Duke to Florida. 
This year, he faces perhaps his biggest challenge. 

Sophomore Doug Johnson, who played 70 snaps last year, can’t 
duplicate the remarkable records of Wuerffel, much less the remark- 
able leadership and remarkable decision-mak- 
ing. Johnson has never played meaningful 
minutes in a big game. He has only one proven 
receiver in Jacquez Green. And he splits his 
time with minor league baseball. 

For Florida to play Tennessee in the third 
game of the season could be Tennessee's 
trump card. Manning is 28-4 in his three sea- 
sons as a starter, but two of those losses have 
been to Florida. 

The Vols have a terrific passing attack, an 
improved offensive line, a strong defensive front 
and a solid secondary. Florida’s defensive front 
seven is the best in the SEC. The secondary 
appears to be vulnerable, however, and who 
better to exploit that weakness than Everybody's 
All-American, Peyton Manning. 

It isn’t completely a two-team show, either. 

Georgia looks like it should be an eight-game winner for the 
first time in five years. The Bulldogs have an All-SEC player at tailback, 
receiver and offensive line. They must get more consistent play at 
quarterback. On defense, Georgia has the 
best set of linebackers in the SEC. After a 
disappointing debut, Bulldogs coach Jim 
Donnan might find himself on the hot 
seat in a hurry. A key is the versatility of 
Hines Ward, who could become the only 
NCAA player ever to pile up 1,000 career 
yards in four categories: receiving 


20) 

1) 

(Oct. 11) 
a (Oct. 18) 
. 8) 


2) 


Senior 
Junior 


Senior 


Senior (1,250), rushing (840), passing (891) 
- and return yardage (635). 
Junior South Carolina has one of the SEC's top 


QBs in Anthony Wright. The Gamecocks 
have their best offensive line since joining 
the SEC and a nice 1-2 punch at tailback. 
They aren't outstanding in any area, but 
they don’t have a major weakness, 
Kentucky brings the most unknowns 
of any SEC team. New coach Hal 
Mumme told incumbent senior quarter- 
back Billy Jack Haskins that sophomore 
Tim Couch would be the starter, so Hask- 
ins left. Then Mumme dismissed last 
year's top rusher, Derick Logan, and has 


Senior 
Senior 
It Senior 
Senior 


Junior 
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shifted various personnel at receiver and in 
the backfield. Mumme should be able fo jazz 
up an offense that averaged a pitiful 12.55 
points last season 

Vanderbilt ranked dead last in the nation 
in total offense last year, so head coach Rod 
Dowhower, who ran the offense, was run out 
of town in favor of defensive coordinator 
Woody Widenhofer. 


WESTERN DIVISION 

LSU appears poised fo wrestle the West 
title from Alabama, which has won it four 
times in five years. 

The Tigers, who last won the SEC nine 
years ago, are better than the Crimson Tide at 
running back, quarterback, offensive line and 
special teams. LSU returns 18 starters from its 
second 10-win feam since 1961. Herbie Tyler 
is 14-2 as the starting quarterback, and run- 
ning back Kevin Faulk is one of college foot- 
ball’s most electrifying players. The Tigers 
have one of the best offensive lines in the SEC 
and two standout defensive tackles. 

Alabama returns fewer starters than any 
SEC team (10). Buf the Tide seems fo win 
some games on tradition alone. Dennis Rid- 
dle has gained 2,000 yards over the past 
two seasons, but he’s not assured of start- 
ing, which says something about the talent 
new coach Mike DuBose has inherited. 

Tackle Michael Myers anchors one of the 
SEC's best defensive lines, and Deshea 
Townsend and Fernando Bryant are as good 
as any pair of corners in the country. 

lf the SEC has a darkhorse, if’s Auburn, 
which returns 18 starters, including 10 on 
defense. Quarterback Dameyune Craig 
showed his talents with 445 total yards 
against Army in the Independence Bowl, and 
his top three receivers return, along with a 
strong offensive line. 

Linebacker Takeo Spikes was the only 
sophomore among the Butkus Award semifi- 
nalists last season. He leads an experienced 
defense, but one that was last in the SEC in 
total yards (370.4) and eighth in scoring 
(22.36). The Tigers need improved play 
from its defensive line and safety Martavius 


SEC East 
1. TENNESSEE 


. VANDERBILT 


Decent defense can't overcome another horrific offense. 


1997 


LINDY’S 1997 


ALL-SEC TEAM 


OFFENSE — FIRST TEAM 
QB Tennessee & 65 222 
Robert Edwards & 62 208 
RB Kevin Foulk Lsu Jt 510 192 
WR Green Florida a 68 163 
WR_ Marcus Nosh Tennessee & 63 100 
tr Brown Jt 68 260 
Lsu a 65 
a 67 
Aubum & 
South Jt 
& 
& 
& 


OFFENSE — 


72) 


ECOND TEAM 


So 64 243 
oL Arkansas st 63 289 
OL__Zoch Miller Florida x 65 306 
OL Mo Collins Florida 65 312 
OL__Wil Fiend Alabama & 62 271 
OL Todd McClure Lsu 62 280 
AP__John Avery Mississippl S& 6-10 180 
PK__ Jeff Hall Tennessee 60 182 
DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
DL_ Chris Hood Alabama at 63 273 
DL_Tim Beauchamp Florda wt 62 255 
DL__ Chuck Wiley Lsu & 65 274 
DL__ Melvin Brodiey Arkansas 62 263 
LB Damen Hambrick South Corona So 6-0 222 
LB _ Greg Bright Georgia & 62 226 
LB Johnny Rutledge orkda it, «G2 229 
DB Champ Bailey Georgia $o 61 180 
DB Fred Weary Florida S& 6-10 180 
DB Ben Woshington South Carina St 6-0 200 
DB Brod Ware Auburn So 62 180 
P = Jaret Holmes Aubum & 62 209 


RANKINGS 


. TENNESSEE 

. FLORIDA 

LSU 

. ALABAMA 

. AUBURN 

. GEORGIA 

. SOUTH CAROLINA 
. ARKANSAS 

. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
. OLE MISS 

. KENTUCKY 

. VANDERBILT 


1 
2 
3. 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Houston, who was overweight and had a 
subpar season. 

Arkansas, the West champs in 1995, 
stumbled to a 2-6 mark and tied with Ole 
Miss for last in the division. But 15 starters 
return, including three impact players who 
missed 1996 because of injuries: defensive 
tackle Geno Bell and receiver Anthony Lucas. 

The Hogs have a new offensive coordi- 
nator in former Buffalo Bills head coach Kay 
Stephenson, coupled with a desire to pass 
more. Incumbent Pete Burks, not adept at 
Danny Ford's option attack, will have to fight 
fo keep his job. 

Mississippi State could be bowl-bound, 
if quarterback Matt Wyatt has a good season 
and the Bulldogs can stay injury-free. Defen- 
sive end Greg Favors (12.5 sacks, 25 QB 
pressures) is a disruptive force in Joe Lee 
Dunn’s defense, and if 320-pound defensive 
tackles Eric Dotson and James Grier play to 
their potential, the Bulldogs could be the sur- 
prise team in the SEC. 

Ole Miss went 5-6 last year, but four 
wins were over Idaho State, Virginia Military, 
Arkansas State and Vanderbilt. Coach 
Tommy Tuberville has improved his skill 
positions, but has more work to do. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Rebuilding job continues for short-handed Rebels. 
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Once Again, BYU 


to Carry the Load 


The BYU Cougars were exhausted by the end of last season, and 
not just because of a marathon 15-game schedule, spanning from 
August fo January. 

LaVell Edwards’ team was also weary from lugging an entire 
league on its back. The final month of the 1996 season turned into a 
referendum on the expanded 16-team Western Athletic Conference and 
its place in college football’s hierarchy. It was left to the Cougars to 
carry the WAC banner. 

BYU answered the call, gutting out an 
overtime victory against Wyoming in the 
inaugural WAC championship game, then 
storming back to beat favored Kansas State 
in the Cotton Bowl. The Cougars finished 
the longest season in NCAA history 14-1 
and No. 5 in the polls. That provided the 
league with its highest-ranked team since 
1984 — the year BYU (who else?) won 
the national championship — and more 
ammunition in the continuing push for a 
guaranteed spot in the Bowl Alliance. 

But if was all too familiar. With few 
exceptions, BYU has been the WAC’s 
standard bearer since the late “70s — 
when Arizona State and Arizona migrated 
to the Pac-10. Other programs, notably 
Utah and Colorado State, finally began to emerge nationally in the 
‘90s. But when the league netted only two bow! invitations, and the 
Utes were embarrassed 38-10 by Wisconsin in the Copper Bowl, the 
WAC turned its lonely eyes fo the Cougars ... again. 


Tulsa at lowa (Sept. 13) 


1. CHRIS FUAMATU-MA’AFALA RB Utah 


BIG GAMES FOR 
THE BIG WAC 


Washington at Brigham Young (Sept. 6) 
Colorado State at Colorado (Sept. 6) 


Brigham Young at Arizona State (Sept. 20) 


Rice at Northwestern (Sept. 20) 

San Diego State at Wisconsin (Sept. 20) 
Texas at Rice (Sept. 27) 
San Diego State at Arizona (Oct. 4) 
Utah at Oregon (Oct. 18) 
Army at Air Force (Nov. 8) 


This wasn't necessarily a bad thing, according to WAC commis- 
sioner Karl Benson. “BYU was the right feam for the WAC under those 
circumstances,” he says. “But in the long term, we need fo be known 
as more than a one-team league.” 

Here, says Edwards. The longtime Cougar coach likes winning as 
much as the next guy. But after 25 seasons, he wouldn't mind shed- 
ding the role of conference savior. Benson and others lobbied long 
and loud to get BYU into an Alliance game. When the Cougars were 
snubbed, the Cotfon Bow! matchup with the Wild- 
cats became a litmus test for o league still trying to 
prove it belongs with the big boys. The Cougars 
prevailed 19-14. 

But the load was heavier than ever, mainly 
because the weight of six new teams — TCU, SMU, 
Tulsa, Rice, UNLV and San Jose State, was heaped 
on top of the original 10. 

Says Edwards; “| made up my mind early that | 
had enough fo worry about without faking on the 
responsibility of the WAC. And | never talked to the 
players about it because there was already enough 
pressure on them. But it was there, no question. 
There was so much written and said about the 
Alliance. You couldn't avoid it.” 

The Cougars may not be able to this year, 
either. BYU must replace major falents such as 
quarterback Steve Sarkisian, tight end Itula Mili, middle linebacker 
Shay Muirbrook and return specialist James Dye. But the core of last 
year’s team — 15 returning starters — remains intact. If junior Paul 
Shoemaker or sophomore Kevin Feterik can fill Sarkisian’s size 12s, 

BYU should again be the class of the 
WAC. And with a non-conference sched- 


Junior ule that includes Washington (home) and 


Size (275), speed (4.69) equals devastating package. 


i 2. AZ-ZAHIR HAKIM WR San Diego St. Senior 
a One of nation’s most dangerous deep tele 
3. CHRIS BORDANO SMU Senior 
Bld Nose Tor bolt least 10 tackles in 16 of 23 stars 
| 4. MICHAEL PITTMAN RB Fresno St. Senior 
= WAC's energizer bunny outworks everybody. 
5. OMARR MORGAN CB BYU Senior 
j== Best cover guy in league loaded with sou DBs. 
6. MOSES MORENO Colorado St. Senior 
© Big-play touch — and big-play team io a with it. 
| ei 67. KYLE TURLEY OL San Diego St. Senior 
Brute strength, quick feet make him prime pro prospect. 
a... 8. CHRIS GIZZI LB Air Force Senior 
Averages nearly 12 stops per game. 
O 9. MICHAEL PERRY RB/RS Rice Junior 
Speedy Owl junior dangerous double threat. 
10. ADRIAN ROSS DL Colorado St. Senior 


Housewrecking leader of Ram defense. 
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Arizona State (away), it’s not hard to 
visualize another run af the Top 10. 

“They're still the standard we'te all 
striving for,” says San Diego State coach 
Ted Tollner. 

And to think, before last season, BYU 
appeared to be slipping. The Cougars fin- 
ished 7-4 in 1995. They won a share of 
the WAC title, but got drubbed 34-17 by 
Uiah at home in the season finale and 
went bowl-less for the first time in 17 
seasons. BYU wasn't even picked fo win 
its division last year. 

But beneath the surface, things were 
happening again in Provo. The 65-year- 
old Edwards signed a four-year contract 
extension during the ‘95 season, staving 
Off retirement rumors. That came in the 
middle of two sensational recruiting 
years. The Cougars signed Sarkisian, 
Dye, center Larry Moore, defensive tackle 


1997 


Henry Bloomfield and cornerback Tim McTyer 
in ‘95. Last year they reeled in running backs 
Brian McKenzie and Ronney Jenkins, and 
cornerback Omarr Morgan. All made the All- 
WAC team save Jenkins, who was named 
freshman of the year. 

Coupled with veierans such as Muir- 
brook, Mili, tight end Chad Lewis and 
receiver Kaipo McGuire, the 1997 Cougars 
developed the kind of chemistry not seen 
since, well, since 1984. 

BYU led the WAC in fotal defense, and 
boasted the most balanced offense of the 
Edwards Era. Quarterback U. averaged 182 
rushing yards a game. Finally, Dye (three 
touchdowns on kickoff and punt returns) 
anchored one of the best special teams perfor- 
mances in school history. 

“They were really fogether as a feam in all 
three phases of the game. It was evident when 
you watched them play,” says Utah coach 
Ron McBride, whose three-game win streak 
against the Cougars ended last year with a 
37-17 loss in Salt Lake City. “It might have 
been their best team.” 

Whether the Cougars will be forced to 
carry the WAC’s bags again is another matter. 

The conference has improved its bowl 
standing a bit. The WAC’s No. 3 team will 
meet an at-large opponent in the Las Vegas 
Bowl, giving the league three postseason 
berths (the conference champion goes fo the 
Cotton or Holiday; the No. 2 team plays in 
the Copper Bowl). A fourth bowl slot could 
yet emerge if the Haka Bowl gets its finances 
together. The New Zealand-based game was 
denied NCAA certification last year, but Ben- 
son hopes guarantees from the WAC and 
Pac-10 will remedy the situation. And, in an 
effort to avoid last year's fiasco, when 10-2 
Wyoming was denied a bow! berth alto- 
gether, the conference is trying fo forge a 
deal with the Copper Bowl to take the cham- 
pionship game loser. 

However, the WAC continues to butt hel- 
mets with the Alliance. After a winter in which 
the conference took its grievences to the 
NCAA convention and U.S. senators threat- 
ened an antitrust investigation, Alliance offi- 
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1. BYU te onty question: Who's the quarterback? 
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OFFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
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WR Carlos Baker UNLV ut 6-10 195 
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RANKINGS 


BYU 

- COLORADO STATE 
- SAN DIEGO STATE 
RICE 

UTAH 

. AIR FORCE 

. TULSA 

SMU 

. TCU 

. UNLV 

- WYOMING 

. FRESNO STATE 

- NEW MEXICO 

- UTEP 

- HAWAII 

- SAN JOSE STATE 


1. 
2 
3 
4. 
5. 
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7 
8. 
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cials proposed a guaranteed berth for the WAC 
— if one of its teams is ranked No. 6 or higher. 
The WAC spurned the proposal, holding out for 
a Top 10 or Top eight guarantee. By late spring, 
no agreement had been reached. 

A bigger challenge may be again pro- 
ducing several national-caliber teams. The 
WAC was loaded with talented seniors last 
year, resulting not only in big seasons for 
BYU and Wyoming, but San Diego State, 
Utah (both 8-3) and Rice (7-4). 

There are many more question marks 
this season. Only Colorado State, with 17 
returning starters — including quarterback 
Moses Moreno — jumps out. The Utes and 
Aztecs could join the Rams if they find QBs; 
Rice could also be there if the Owls manage 
to retool their defense. And Air Force will find 
a way fo contend, even though the Falcons 
must rebuild on both sides of the ball. 

The WAC faced similar questions in 
1995, and stumbled badly, producing no 
ranked teams and only two bowl entries. 

Now it’s up fo the 16-feam wagon train 
to keep up with lead-horse BYU. 

— Joe Baird 
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So who will finish second in the Big West? 

No conference in college football has a more overwhelming 
favorite to win a league championship in 1997 than the Nevada 
Wolf Pack in the Big West. 

And why nof? The Pack has 14 starters and 25 seniors back 
from the 9-3 team that won the Las Vegas Bowl. And, believe if or 
not, a schedule that includes Oregon, Southern Miss, Wyoming, Col- 
orado State and Nevada-Las Vegas creates the opportunity to crack 
into the Top 25 by season’s end. 

In the meantime, primary Big West challengers Utah State, 
Idaho and North Texas all must play in Reno. New coaches face 
rebuilding jobs at Boise State (Houston Nuit) and New Mexico State 
(Tony Samuel). Q 


CONFERENCE USA 


By storming to an 8-1 start, Southern Mississippi rose as high as 
No. 20 in the Associated Press poll, but the Eagles found that it didn’t 
do them much good in Conference USA competition. All it took was one 
stumble, a 56-49 overtime loss at Houston in the 10th game of the 
season, and Southern Miss was dumped from the league’s top spot. 

Houston illustrated the league’s balance by beating the favored 
Eagles to capture the championship, and then pushed Syracuse to the 
hilt in the Liberty Bowl before falling in the fourth quarter. This year, 
East Carolina arrives after successive eight-victory seasons, and 
immediately becomes a contender, too. 

With 15 returning starters, coach Jeff Bower's USM squad has to 
be considered the favorite to gain the league’s automatic berth in the 
Liberty Bowl. Q 
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‘We’re Number Two, We’re Number Two!’ 


LB Nevada Senior 
Speed, strength and radar on ball carriers/QBs. 
WR_ Idaho Senior 


Acrobatic, sticky-fingered cousin of Keyshawn Johnson. 
RB Utah State 
So good he put Abu Wilson on the bench last year. 
RB NewMexico State Junior 
Slasher who added 15 pounds of bulk fo 5-9 frame. 


Sophomore 


DT Nevada Senior 
Pocket-collapser who had 10 sacks last season. 

QB Nevada Senior 
Bounce-back from Texas with prototype NFL size, arm. 

WR Utah State Senior 
Led Big West receivers with 17 yards per catch. 

WR Nevada Junior 
Dependable possession receiver and deep threat in pass-happy offense. 

C North Texas Junior 
A tad undersized, but extremely athletic. 

PK Nevada Junior 


Made 20 of 22 FGs in ’96, third in Lou Groza Award balloting. 


Give Me Liberty 


TB Houston 
Antowain Smith's school records are in jeopardy. 

LB Southern Mississippi Senior 
Top returning tackler (141) in C-USA. 


Sophomore 


RB East Carolina Junior 
The nation’s leading returning rusher (158.6 yards a game). 

LB Cincinnati Senior 
Three consecutive years of 100-plus tackles, 

LB Cincinnati Senior 
Slimmer, quicker version of teammate Curry. 

DE Louisville Senior 
Has knack for getting to QB; 19 career sacks. 

QB Southern Miss Junior 
Shattered Brett Favre's single-game passing mark. 

CB Southern Miss Senior 
With 6 interceptions last year, won't be tested offen. 

QB Louisville Sophomore 
Threw for 1,773 yards as a freshman last year. 

RB Southern Miss Senior 


Accounted for 1,220 all-purpose yards in nine games. 


1997 


The Mid-America Conference goes big-time this season ... sort of. 

The generally overlooked league in America’s heartland figured 
that if 12 teams and a conference playoff is good enough for the SEC, 
the Big 12 and the WAC, then it’s good enough for the MAC. 


MAC Grows to Twelve Teams 


a tJ tia WR Marshall Sophomore 
The addition of Marshall and Northern Illinois brings some added Division I-AA record-holder set to assault I-A books fever 
intrigue. Can Marshall immediately match up with the long-standing RB C. Michigan Junior 
Division |-A programs? We'll find out. Speedy back is key to MAC's best offense. 
Marshall will host the league's first conference championship QB Ohio Junior 
game, with Toledo and Miami of Ohio appearing fo be the horses to Last year’s MAC Offensive Player of the Year can break one at any time. 
beat in the two six-feam division races. Q RB Kent Senior 


Has been over 100 yards 24 times in his career. 
WR C. Michigan Junior 
Speedster shattering all school receiving records. 


06 Miami Senior 
Sure bet to be All-MAC for third straight year. 
LB E. Michigan Senior 
Double-digit sacks the past two years. 
QB E. Michigan Senior 
Could top this list if he returns to 1995 form. 
RB Ohio Junior 
Teamed with Wilson to become the only Ohio duo to rush for 1,000 yds. 
DB Miami Senior 


Anchor of the MAC's best defense last season. 


The Notre Dame Conference 


Where have all the Independents gone? 
They‘ve gone fo the Big East, and the ACC, and Conference 
USA, almost every one. Af the beginning of the decade, there were 


25 major independents, and Notre Dame, Miami, Penn State, Florida CB Notre Dame Senior 
State and Syracuse were among the strongest teams in the country, A fabulous all-purpose player who'll return kicks, play CB and WR. 
prompting charges of unfair scheduling advantages in pursuit of the OLB Notre Dame Junior 
national championship. Has the potential to be most dominant Irish defender of the decade. 
These days, it’s tough to say much about the Independents, QB Notre Dame Senior 
other than to say that it has pretty much become Notre Dame and Big-time talent whose presence won't be appreciated until next season. 
eight teams that can’t get into a league. Q QB Central Florida Junior 
Joe Namath said he had as much talent as any QB he’s ever seen. 
TE Louisiana Tech Senior 
By year's end should be one of the best NFL prospects at his position. 
0G Notre Dame Junior 
If he stays healthy, he ranks as the best OL in nation. 
RB Notre Dame Junior 
Teams with Rossum to give ND a feared kick-return duo. Can play WR. 
QB Navy Senior 
Yes, he's inconsistent, but when he’s on he ranks with the best. 
oT Notre Dame Senior 
Might be the best Notre Dame player you've never heard of. 
oT Notre Dame Senior 


It ought to strike you as impressive that ND has three O-linemen here. 
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See Teams Rtay vs Hot for the 


FT tis 1823. Byron and Beethoven are ail- 


¥ ing, and the soccer team at Rugby sec- 
4. ondary school in England isn’t doing so 
hot itself. As a kick sails toward him in the 
waning moments of a match, a frustrated 
Rugby player named William Webb Ellis 
commits an act of startling novelty. 

He takes the ball and runs with it. 

In a less-wonderful world, nobody 
pays heed to this tomfoolery but a glow- 
ering headmaster, who reminds the rule- 
breaker that “there’s no | in the word 
team” before ordering him to perform a 
penance of pushups and wind sprints. 

Instead, the other team forms a spon- 
taneous posse whose mission is to knock 
this wild child on his bloody back. The 
Rugby student crosses the goal line, but 
those who participate in the chase are 
thinking: wow, now that’s entertainment. 
The seeds of rugby, which will provide the 
foundation of U.S. football, are planted. 

Having ultimately inspired the cre- 
ation of two distinct types of Americans 
— Those Who Watch Football and Those 
Who Have to Live With Those Watching 
Football — William Webb Ellis’ place in 
history is intact. As coaches are wont to 
say 175 years later, though, let’s not for- 
get the contribution of the special teams. 

In their impulsive determination to 
gang-tackle the ball returner, the world’s 
first kickoff-coverage guys gave football 
the framework for its art. 

One man running alone with a ball is 
an exercise. One man running in concert 
with 10 teammates is a demonstration. 

But one man running in concert 
with 10 teammates, against the 
current of a precisely 
positioned 


attack mob, is glorious mayhem. Today 
the mayhem-makers — a.k.a. the suicide 
squad — remain Saturday's unknown sol- 
diers, nameless, faceless and fearless. 

“Everybody has some fear,” former 
New York Jets coach Walt Michaels once 
said. “A man without fear belongs in a 
mental institution ... or on special teams.” 

On the afternoon of Nov. 6, 1869, 
Princeton challenged Rutgers in the first 
intercollegiate football contest. Following 
what later was described as “a random 
kick,” the ball rolled against a sideline 
fence on which the student spectators 
were perched. 

“Unable to check their momentum,” 
football historian Parke H. Davis wrote, 
the teams “in a tremendous impact struck 
the fence, which gave way with a crash, 
and over went its load of yelling students 
to the ground.” 

At which point a young Keith Jack- 
son was heard to scream, “Whoa, Nellie!” 

Their fence-crashing may not bring 
the house down any more, but kicks and 
punts aren’t a whole lot more civilized for 
the suicide-squad crazies than they were 
in 1869. The special teams participant, it 
has been estimated, is eight times more 
likely to suffer a serious injury than a) 
other position player. 
As athletes 
continue 
to get 


HEM 


Faint of Heart 


bigger, stronger and faster, collisions 
between 220-pounders, at speeds up to 
20 mph, are routine. 

We’re not even talking about the guy 
flying downfield to make the tackle. 
We’re talking about the fourth guy in 
from the left on the kickoff team, whose 
job is to make sure the blocker at the 25- 
yard line can’t block the third guy in from 
the left. If somebody else has to block the 
third guy in from the left, then maybe the 
second guy in from the left will be able to 
get an angle on the kickoff returner and 
demolish the guy at the 17-yard line. 

But if not for the fourth guy in from 
the left doing just a little more than asked 
of him, taking just a little more attention 
from the wedge-blockers, then 
maybe the return team 
gets the ball out to, say, “ 
the 26-yard line. 

; 
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That’s what 
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we're talking 


about. Those 
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are our 
favorite | 
foot- 
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ball players. 

Guys like Washington's Todd John- 
son. Or Arizona State’s Jason Reynolds. 
Or Penn State’s Matt Joyner. Or Kansas 
State’s Casey Wehrman. 

Kids, of course, don’t grow up dream- 
ing of college careers spent solely on the 
suicide squad. But for those who might not 
otherwise see action — freshmen and 
sophomores trying to make an impression, 
seniors who've never budged the two-deep 
lineup — it’s a chance to jump into an 
equal-opportunity melting pot. 

“] hadn’t played in four years,” says 
Arizona State’s Reynolds, who was a red- 
shirt in 1991 before spending two years 
on a Mormon Church mission. Then he 


was signed as a farmhand in the Colorado 


Rockies’ system. Yearning to retum to © 
school and pick up his football career, 7 


he reported to Bruce Snyder’s team as a 
walk-on linebacker, 40 pounds heavier 
and five years older than he was as a 
180-pound freshman defensive back. 
“To learn the defense and all the a 
techniques and get used a 
to the hitting = 
tooksome | 
time,” 


Reynolds says. “Special 
teams was a way to get back 
on the field. It worked out perfect.” 

It worked out so well for Jason 
Reynolds in 1996 that he was named the 
Sun Devils’ special teams player of the 
week three times. That’s about as hal- 
lowed an honor a suicide-squad member 
can ever hope to receive. 

Tim Brown and Desmond Howard 
won Heisman Trophies, in large part, 
because of their special-teams efforts. But 
they were return men, glamour guys in 
the spotlight. Returners and placekickers 
are recognized on all-conference and All- 
America teams. 

But what about the wedge-busters and 
the lane-pluggers and the havoc-wreak- 
ers? What about the grunts whose 
appetite for a head-on collision at 20 mph 
turns the simple act of the kickoff into 
that glorious mayhem? 

OK, so annually acknowledging 11 
faceless, nameless suicide squadmen 
might be excessive. But why can’t the 
ts 
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TODD JOHNSON, BYU AT WASHINGTON 
SEPT. 14, 1996 
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Associated Press’ All-America team 
honor, say, one? 

Although all-league teams generally 
include return specialists or all-purpose 
players, the Pacific-10 Conference took it 
a step further in 1996, by including Spe- 
cial Teams Player. 

Not just a return guy, but a coverage- 
type guy. Great idea. Or at least a great 
start. Now, we hope they'll take it a step 
further in 1997. Why not a spot on the all- 
league team for a Kamikaze of the Year? 
We'd have to start keeping a few different 
stats, but what’s more American than that? 

Offensive linemen have pancakes, 
which are pretty hard to quantify (was it 
really a pancake or just an easy-over?). 
And defensive backs have broken-up 
passes (but did the guy really just drop it?). 
Of course, everybody piles up the 


“assisted tackles” (how much assistance 
really was needed when the guy with the 
ball was on his way down?). 

It’s time for the Wedgie. Bust up the 
wedge on a kick return and enable a 
teammate to get the tackle, you deserve a 
Wedgie. Or something. 

Or a Kamikaze Krunch, which would 
be awarded for blowing up a supposed 
blocker, clearing the path for a teammate 
to get an open shot at the ball-carrier. 

This whole “yards” thing is a bit over- 
rated, anyway. It’s time we start recogniz- 
ing the plays and the players who create 
the opportunities for the big yards on the 
returns, too. A few teams keep “key 
blocks,” mostly limited to the coaches’ 
motivational sessions. 

But why not establish a “self-sacrifice” 
stat, which can be awarded to players on 
either the returning team or kicking team: 
Sort of like an assist in hockey ...in one way 
or another, your pass led to a goal, and the 
same can be said about a “self-sacrifice.” 

An “SS” can lead directly to a team- 
mate’s tackle or it can even indirectly con- 
tribute to a teammate busting free on a 
long gainer. The wedgeman is almost 
invariably face down in Monsanto’s finest, 
usually for creating the opportunity for 
another guy to throw the key block on the 
play. And we think it’s time that these 
guys get recognition. 

It’s just a thought. 

You might assume a job that offers no 
money and no recognition in return for 
long hours and the possibility of serious 
injury would be a difficult one to fill. Not 
so. This past spring, 150 presumably sane 
Texas A&M students registered to audition 
for a handful of “12th Man” special-teams 
spots doled out each year to walk-ons. 

The 12th Man tradition at College Sta- 
tion dates back to the 1922 Dixie Classic, 
a game we now know as the Cotton Bowl. 
Watching his team suffer a physical beating 
against Centre College, Aggies coach Dana 
X. Bible made a halftime visit to the press 
box, where a student with some athletic 
ability — an All-Southwest Conference 
basketball player — was spotting for a 
local sportswriter. 

At Bible’s behest, the student, E. King 
Gill, went underneath the bleachers and 
changed into the uniform of an injured 
player. Gill never did get into the game 
that afternoon, but the eagerness with 
which he suited up is entrenched in 
Aggies’ lore. To this day, A&M students 
stand throughout football games, a symbol 
of the willingness to play if called upon. 
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BE A PART OF THE 
BIGGEST AWARD 
IN SPORT 


A. "Downtown Athletic Club, New York City” navy t-shirt with the Heisman Runner logo placed —_ A. Lightweight, nylon swim trunks with inner lining and drawstring. Heisman Trophy logo on 


directly on back of neck: $23 (M, L, XL, XXL) left leg $28 (M, L, XL, XXL) 
B. Grey Heisman t-shirt: $23 (M, L, XL, XXL) B. 90/10 cotton-poly jersey short in heather grey, with Heisman Trophy logo $24 (M,L,XL,XXL) 
C. 1996 Heisman Trophy winner commemorated on the 100% cotton, all-white, heavy duty C. Breathable, heavy duty, nylon mesh shorts with the standard 6" inseam, or long 8 1/2" 

tee featuring the University of Florida Gator in the classic Heisman pose: $25 (M, L, XL, XXL) inseam, 6" $36 (M, L, XL, XXL), 8 1/2" $38 (M, L, XL, XXL) 


D. Long sleeve, navy blue tee featuring the Downtown Athletic Club logo: $28 (M, L, XL, XXL) 


A. Heisman Trophy winner caps feature the trophy on front with facsimile autograph on the bill A. Arched D.A.C. design on front with Heisman runner on back $20, one size fits all 
with the year, school and name of the featured player covering cap. Call for availability of B. Fine wool cap with letterman "H" on front. The word Heisman embroidered over back 
your favorite player: $25, one size fits all opening: $23, one size fits all 
B. Interlocking D.A.C. logo on front, with Heisman runner on back $20, one size fits all C. Block "h" design with Heisman embroidered on crossbar. Heisman runner on back, $20, 
C. Heisman Trophy logo on a burgundy cap with navy bill, $20, leather adjustable strap one size fits all 


HEISMAN 2 


Heisman Trophy logo on sleeves, black or white number 12: $78 (L, XL, XXL) 


TO ORDER YOUR HEISMAN MERCHANDISE, CALL 1-888-HEISMAN, MC, VISA, AMEX ACCEPTED. 


TEXAS A&M FANS, 1992 
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Former Aggies coach Jackie Sherrill, 


who arrived in College Station in 1982, 
expanded on the tradition. He held try- 


outs among the student body to flank the 
placekicker with 10 non-scholarship play- 


ers on kickoffs. The invitation to make a 
big hit was a big hit. 
Sherrill’s replacement at A&M, R.C. 


Slocum, amended the policy. There still are 


spring tryouts for the 12th Man squad — 


after the field is narrowed to 16 in late Feb- 
ruary, six to eight students generally make 
the cut for the fall — but only a single walk- 


on, wearing No. 12, participates on each 


kickoff. All of the 12th men dress for home 


games, and one serves as captain. 


“To me, it’s one of the most fascinat- 


ing, exciting traditions in all of college 
football,” said Dallas Cowboys special 


teams coach Joe Avezzano, who was on 


Sherrill’s staff at A&M. “I remember 


many times that the noise level inside Kyle 
Field was louder prior to the kickoff than 


it was after we scored.” 
The fans identify with the nobodies. 
The wedge-busters whose solid hit on 


a blocker can be as celebrated as a touch- 
down by one of the pretty boy ballcarriers. 


The names of the 12th Men do not 


appear on the statistics sheet; in the spirit 


of unity, they are listed as a group. Still, 
anonymity is what you make of it. In 


hile John McGrath’s favorite 
players may be those in the 
violent world of the kamikaze 
crazies, the fellows who get the ball 


continue to dominate the attention 
in the all-important special teams. 


These are the guys — the glamour 
boys, if you will — that the kamikaze 
squad members are trying to protect 
... or trying to tear limb from limb. 


They're the high-profile targets: 
Players you have heard of, or will hear 
of in 1997 ... the return specialists who 
spend most of their time as all-star can- 
didates on offense or defense. Or both. 


So when McGrath's favorite 
players act as body guards or wedge- 
busters, almost all of the 150,000 
eyes in the stadium will be focused on 
these pretty boys: 


Charles Woorson — Michigan 

A three-way player — defense, 
offense, return specialist — he stands 
as a legitimate Heisman Trophy 
candidate as a player primarily listed 
as a cornerback. 


Hines Ward — Georgia 

Finally settled at receiver, he is 
on the verge of becoming college 
football's first 4 x 1,000-yard relay 
team: 1,000 yards in rushing, passing 
receiving, returning. 


The No. 1 all-purpose guy in the 
country, he averaged 191 yards a game 
last year as a tailback who returned 
punts and kicks. Great ability to start, 
stop and get going full bore again. 


R. Jay Soward — Southern California 

Mr. Long Ball, he was only a 
freshman last year, when he returned 
two kickoffs for touchdowns in addi- 
tion to averaging a remarkable 28 
yards on his 18 receptions (five TDs). 


dJacquez Green — Florida 

A superb pass receiver who has 
averaged 17.4 yards every time he has 
touched the ball in his first two college 
seasons, with 18 TDs (14 receiving, two 
rushing, two returns) on 125 touches. 


Terry Fair — Tennessee 

Another one of these supremely 
talented cornerbacks who coaches 
can’t stand to see on the sideline. He 
ran back two punts for TDs last year 
and will play some offense in 1997. 


dim Turner — Syracuse 

A track star who has probably been 
the best pure kickoff return guy in the 
country over the past three seasons (26- 
yard average for 56 returns, two TDs). 


Pat Johnson — Oregon 
Olympic-quality sprinter might be 
college football’s fastest player (10.2 


5 
‘ 


A&M's 1988 Cotton Bowl game against 
Notre Dame, with the Aggies leading 28- 
10, 12th Man Warren Barhorst ripped a 
belt towel away from Heisman winner 
Tim Brown after a kickoff. 

Barhorst, joyful and triumphant, 
sprinted toward his bench with the towel, 
only to be jumped from behind by Brown. 
When the smoke cleared, the Irish were 
penalized 15 yards, and Brown was ejected. 

Warren Barhorst’s craving for a sou- 
venir was understandable. Besides, he didn’t 
take the towel for himself. He took it for all 
the bold and brave young men who've been 
playing for kicks since William Webb Ellis 
got his first glimpse of daylight. O 

— John McGrath 
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100m). Fine receiver is the nation’s 
No. 1 kickoff returner back from last 
year, when he averaged 31 yards a try. 


Tim Dwight — lowa 

Maybe the best at making the 
first guy miss on a punt return, he 
averaged 19 yards on his 22 run- 
backs last season ... in addition to 
averaging 15 on his 51 receptions. 


Other “marquee” players who will 
be targeted by kamikaze squad mem- 
bers in 1997: 

¢ John Avery, Mississippi 

¢ Dre’ Bly, North Carolina 

¢ Eric Booth, Southern Mississippi 

¢ LeAndrew Childs, San Diego State 
¢ Damon Dunn, Stanford 

¢ Dee Feaster, Florida State 

* Chris McAlister, Arizona 

¢ J.R. Redmond, Arizona State 


Allen Rossum — Notre Dame 

Returmed three punts for touch- 
downs last year in leading the nation 
with a 23-yard average. New Irish 
coach Bob Davie hopes to get added 
mileage out of the cornerback by using 
him on offense. 


NFL KICKOFF ’97 


DO YOU WANT 


Pilea 4 
GOING ON IN THE NFL? 


If the answer is yes, then Pro Football Weekly can provide 
what you need — year-round. Published weekly from August 
to January and approximately once a month during the offsea- 
son, Pro Football Weekly gives its readers an insider’s view of 
the NFL, whether it’s the regular season or the offseason. 


In Pro Football Weekly you'll find: 


i “The Way We Hear It” — the stories behind the 
news. 


@ In-depth coverage of the NFL draft and free-agency. 
@ The best NFL statistics. 


@ Previews of all NFL games, plus staff selections 
and best bets. 


@ Fantasy-football tips every week of regular season. 


@ Analysis of college stars as potential NFL draft 
picks, plus pre-draft player ratings. 


@ Features and columns by award-winning staff. 
@ Info on collectibles, the CFL, Arena Football, etc. 


With a full-year subscription at $69.95, we'll send you, in addition 
to the 32 issues of Pro Football Weekly, a copy of the 1997-98 
Pro Prospects Preview book in August. It’s our fall preview of the 
Draft Class of 98, containing scouting reports of more than 500 
NFL prospects, a player printout, and previews of the major col- 
lege conferences. You save more than 50 percent off the cost of 
buying 32 issues of PFW and the $14.95 Pro Prospects Preview 
individually. Half-year subscriptions are available, too (see order 
form below). 


Complete the order form below and mail it with your credit-card 
info, or a check or money order payable to Pro Football Weekly, to: 


P.O. Box 98957 
Chicago, IL 60693 


For faster processing, call 


71-800-331- PLAY (7529) 


and use your credit card. 
important: /f you order by phone, you must mention the code 
re 7LCOL" to receive the Pro Prospects Preview. 
ee ee 


ORDER FORM 


I Yes! Please enter my one-year, 32-issue subscription to mnt 
Football Weekly for $69.95 and send me the 1997-98 Pro Prospects 
Preview book. (Foreign rates available on request.) 


CJ Please enter my half-year, 16-issue subscription to Pro Football 
Weekly for $36.95. | understand the 1997-98 Pro Prospects Preview 
book is not included with this offer. 


i Please charge my: [_] Visa (_] MasterCard 
(_] Discover (] American Express 


© Crodit Card # Exp. Date 


= 
= 
g 
er eS 


Signature 
ki OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 1, 1997 
a eee ee ee 


TER CLAmNC OF THE ax 


hoever said Halls of Fame had to be static, bor- 

ing museums with old artifacts and even older 

exhibits? Probably not someone who has visited 
the newly relocated 58,000 square foot College Football Hall of 
Fame in South Bend, Ind., which has taken the museum concept 
to a new level. By offering the latest in interactive displays and 
activities, the College Football Hall of Fame is designed to attract 
young “rookies” to the Hall while giving Hall of Fame “veterans” 
many reasons to come back. 

“It’s incredible how they've captured the essence of football,” 
said Bill Paddock who, along with his nine-year-old son, was a recent 
visitor to the Hall. “It really pulls you in and makes you feel a part of 
it. For people my age, you get caught up in the heritage of the 


game... the way it’s presented here is very respectful and impressive. 
“For my son, the interactive displays were enough to keep 
him entertained for the afternoon,” added the Tulsa, Okla., native. 
“We spent two to three hours in there and would have stayed 
longer if we didn’t have a plane to catch. I’m sure we'll be back.” 
When the directors of the College Football Hall of Fame 
decided to relocate from the Cincinnati suburb of Kings Mill, 
Ohio, to South Bend in the summer of 1995, they made a con- 
scious effort to build a facility that would attract each member of 
the family and not just the hard-core college football fanatic. 
Today, the College Football Hall of Fame is considered by many 
to be one of the premiere sports museums in existence, compar- 
ing favorably with the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
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N.Y., and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
Canton, Ohio. 

In fact, Bernie Kish, the Executive 
Director of the Hall of Fame, likes to tell 
the story of a woman from California who, 
in signing the guest book a few months 
after the Hall opened, wrote, “I’ve been to 
both Cooperstown and Canton. You beat 
them all.” 

Visitors approaching the Hall cross the 
Gridiron Plaza, a pallete of football color 
complete with yard markers, goal posts, team 
pennants and artificial turf. The plaza hosts a 


variety of special events, from the annual 
Enshrinement ceremonies and festival, to 
impromptu games of touch-football and foot- 
ball clinics... and that’s just the outside. 

Inside the shrine, the heart and soul of 
the museum awaits in the Hall’s Stadium 
Theater, where still pictures and video are 
integrated into a dramatic 360-degree pre- 
sentation of the pageantry and excitement 
of college football. As the lights dim in the 
theater, football fans take their seats amid a 
throng of 106,000 other fans attending the 
1994 Michigan-Penn State game in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. The game “comes to life” 
around Hall visitors, as film clips of other 
classic matchups are projected all around. 

The Hall of Champions combines 
impressive multimedia capabilities with foot- 
ball memorabilia honoring the accomplish- 
ment of each inductee and chronicling special events in the 
history of the game. Within the display area for each decade of 
college football history, visitors can access a touch-screen video 
kiosk to call up biographical information on individual Hall of 
Famers, including key statistics, still photography and video clips 
of their history-making performances. 

The Locker Room entertains visitors with a behind-the-scenes 
look at how coaches from Eddie Robinson to John McKay have 
trained, motivated and inspired their players through the years, 
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BY OFFERING THE LATEST IN INTERACTIVE DISPLAYS AND ACTIVITIES, THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
HALL OF FAME IS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT YOUNG “ROOKIES” TO THE HALL WHILE GIVING HALL 
OF FAME “VETERANS” MANY REASONS TO COME BACK. 

PHOTO COMPUMENTS OF THE HALL OF FAME 


while interactive strategy quizzes and hands-on skill displays are 
designed to encourage the entire family to be more than specta- 
tors. A favorite for many closet sportscasters is “You Call the 
Play,” an interactive display which puts fans “behind the mike” 
with the opportunity to sit in a simulated press box and describe 
the football action unfolding before them. Fans can then relive 
their “audition” for years to come, as the entire play-by-play 
sequence is recorded on video tape for prosperity. 

The Pigskin Pageantry area gives patrons a look at marching 
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bands, cheerleaders, mascots, homecoming, tailgating and other 
football-related exhibits, including an interactive audio presenta- 
tion of famous fight songs. Kids and adults can see how their 
basic physical skills match up with those of a college athlete in 
the Training Room, where would-be players check their height, 
weight, vertical leap, agility, upperbody strength, balance, flexibil- 
ity and reaction time. Then it’s off to the Practice Field where vis- 
iting “players” can test their fundamental skills of football — 
passing, running, blocking and kicking — in a series of interactive 
and physically challenging drills. 

“I had a great time going through the Hall,” said Archie Grif- 
fin, a two-time Heisman Trophy winner and Hall of Famer who 
toured the Hall in September with Kish. “When | was there, I 
kept thinking how much my sons would enjoy this place. | defi- 
nitely plan to take them through it someday.” 

Even businesses have found the Hall to be a valuable com- 
modity, as many have used the Hall’s Press Box facility to host 
banquets, luncheons and other special occasions. With seating up 
to 250 people, the Press Box provides audiences with a view of 
the spectacular, 43-foot tall “Pursuit of a Dream” sculpture, while 
the original paintings of all 60 Heisman Trophy winners by 
nationally renowned sports artist Ted Watts adorn the walls. 

With all that the Hall of Fame has to offer, it’s not surprising 
that over 120,000 people visited the Hall in its first year of oper- 
ation. But what if you've already made the trek to South Bend 
and toured the Hall? 

“That's the great part about this place,” said Kish. “On aver- 
age, we change around 30 percent of the exhibits in the Hall 
each year so if some people came here, let’s say in the summer 
of ‘95 when we opened, they can come back this fall and see a 
much different setup. 

“The Hall is more than just a museum. Some might think the 
only change is when we add the plaques of the annual 
inductees... but it’s more than that. We have many ways of keep- 
ing the Hall fresh for repeat visitors.” 

Indeed, the expanding list of new exhibits and memorabilia at 
the Hall suggest Kish is correct in his assessment that the Hall 
today is much different than it was in August of 1995 when it 
opened. The Hall of Fame’s archivist, Kent Stephens, estimates 
that nearly 50 percent of the memorabilia in the Hall is changed 
annually. Major displays, such as an exhibit honoring Knute _ 
Rockne, an exhibit dedicated to major “cover boys” in college 
football, and an exhibit in February which honored football play- 
ers from historically black colleges and universities, are changed 
every three months. 

Although the city of South Bend’s close proximity to the 
campus of the University of Notre Dame was an obvious consid- 
eration in the relocation of the Hall (the Hall is less than five 
miles from Notre Dame Stadium), South Bend was a perfect 
logistical fit for much of the Midwest and United States. Consid- 
ering that such metropolitan cities as Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Indianapolis and Cincinnati are all within 250 
miles of the Hall, it is easy to see why South Bend fit in nicely as 
the new destination for the Hall. The Hall is also a 90-minute 
drive from Chicago’s O'Hare Airport, making it easily accessible 
to college football fans across the country. 

“For many people in the Midwest, you can get up early, 
come to the Hall, spend a few hours and return home by early 
evening,” said Kish. “South Bend just happens to be in the mid- 
dle of many metropolitan areas, so a visit to the Hall is a perfect 
one-day activity for the family.” Q 
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For the Buckeyes, tackle Orlando Pace (pictured) and cornerback Shawn 

Springs became the seventh and eighth first-round selections in the past six 

years who have left Columbus before their college eligibility has expired. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


Aven after the NCAA granted freshmen eligibility a quarter 
=! century ago, conventional wisdom held that rookies had 
EBEno place in major college football. 

Conventional wisdom, meet Ron Dayne, Randy Moss, Andy 
Katzenmoyer, Chris Claiborne and Sedrick Irvin. They were 
among a slew of true freshmen who last fall represented the most 
significant youth movement the campus game has seen in years. 

Squeezed by scholarship limitations and the flood of juniors 
leaving for the NFL, more coaches across the country have 
adopted the policy of Ohio State coach John Cooper, who used 
to be cool to the idea of freshmen eligibility: “I don’t care if a 
player is a freshman or a senior,” Cooper says now. “If he can 
play, I’m going to play him.” 

No conference was more frosh-friendly than the Big Ten, 
where Wisconsin’s Dayne set a national freshman rushing record 
and Katzenmoyer was named Freshman of the Year and first- 
team all-conference at Ohio State. 

Unlike their counterparts in basketball, freshmen rarely make 
significant contributions at college football’s highest level. At 
most schools, players commonly take a redshirt season, which 
gives them time to bulk up in the weight room. Sitting out also 
provides another, perhaps unintended benefit: freshmen who 
don’t have to chew up brains cells studying their blocking assign- 
ments on the safety blitz also have more time to concentrate on 
assignments in the classroom. That’s good news when still more 
than 40 percent of Division I-A football players don’t graduate. 

But NCAA scholarship reductions and the recent national 
trend of players leaving early for the NFL have forced coaches to 
throw freshmen into the fray early. Some coaches wonder if the 
youngsters are ready. 


: Tr r) C 

IG Nien 

Freshmen Making 
Significant Contributions 


“It’s a major mistake, driven by economics,” said Michigan 
coach Lloyd Carr, whose distaste didn’t stop him from playing 
two-way star Charles Woodson as a freshman in 1995. “Hope- 
fully, with the billions of dollars (millions in reality) we're gaining 
in the [bowl] alliance, hopefully we'll add some scholarships and 
get back to some sensible numbers.” 

Coaches also raise questions about whether 18-year-olds are 
physically prepared for the rigors of the college game. But sev- 
eral freshmen last year proved that they were. 

The most notable example was the 5-10, 260-pound Dayne, 
who chugged his way into the record books and the hearts of 
fans in Dairyland. Dayne, who looks like a tugboat but runs like a 
locomotive, didn’t crack the Badgers’ starting lineup until mid- 
season. After that, he was unstoppable. 

Dayne romped for 244 yards against Purdue, 289 against 
Illinois, 297 against Minnesota and 339 against Hawaii (and he 
didn’t carry the ball in the final 16 minutes against the feeble 
Rainbow Warriors). Add his 246 yards against Utah in the Cop- 
per Bowl, and Dayne wound up with 2,109 yards last year, 
more than any freshman in NCAA history, and more than any 
player in Big Ten history. 

“He carried the ball as an 18-year-old and got the tough yards,” 
Badgers coach Barry Alvarez said. “He’s the whole package.” 

Dayne said he wasn’t overwhelmed by the prospect of play- 
ing right away. 

“] came out here to help,” said Dayne, a product of Pine Hill, 
N.J. “I didn’t really even think about it. This is what I expected.” 

Few major-college recruiters saw Dayne as a featured back 
— some told him he’d be a blocking back, and Penn State 
reportedly thought he’d make a good linebacker — but Alvarez 
promised Dayne he would get a chance to carry the ball. It was a 
savvy recruiting move by Alvarez, who knew, of course, that if 
Dayne didn’t pan out as a ballcarrier, he’d always be available to 
block for someone else. 

If every team had a freshman as good as Dayne, there would 
be little discussion of the merits of freshman eligibility. But most 
freshmen make only limited contributions, so debate rages on 
about whether it’s worth it to let them play. 

Although the NCAA has no studies on the subject, many 
coaches share a perception that student-athletes who play as 
freshmen graduate at a worse rate than those who sit out. 
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“Tt creates some problems in terms of graduating them and 
other problems that the general public isn’t really aware of,” 
Carr said. 

Added Notre Dame offensive coordinator Jim Colletto, the 
former Purdue head coach: “I think it’s a real tough step for the 
kids. They're going to be real good players, but physically, they're 
not ready to play and it’s a real burden on them in school.” 

But Iowa coach Hayden Fry, for one, doesn’t buy the argu- 
ment that players perform better in the classroom when they 
don’t have to perform on the playing field. “We find that when a 
youngster is playing football, his grades are better than when 
he’s not participating — as well as having few problems 
socially,” Fry said. 

The debate among coaches quickly becomes academic when 
depth charts need to be filled. Michigan State coach Nick Saban 
said he philosophically opposes freshman eligibility, but he had 
no qualms about playing Irvin when starting tailback Marc 
Renaud was ruled academically ineligible shortly before the Spar- 
tans’ season opener. 

Irvin, a cousin of Dallas Cowboys receiver Michael Irvin, had 
impressed his coaches in preseason camp. Saban only needed 
to glance at his roster to realize that it didn’t make sense to keep 
Irvin on the sideline simply because he was new on campus. 
Thanks in part to self-imposed penalties for NCAA rules viola- 
tions that predated Saban, Michigan State had only 75 players 
on scholarship in 1996, 10 fewer than the NCAA maximum. 
About a third of those scholarships belonged to freshmen. 

“If we don’t play freshmen, I mean, we've got 51 players 
who are upperclassmen,” Saban said. That’s more than enough 
in the NFL, but colleges can’t sign free agents in midseason, so 
coaches insist they need more bodies. 

Irvin certainly didn’t act like a freshman. He debuted with four 
rushing touchdowns against Purdue in the opener and wound up 
tying Dayne for the Big Ten lead with 18 touchdowns, including 
16 on the ground. Irvin rushed for 1,036 yards and helped lead 
the Spartans to their second consecutive bowl appearance. 

Another freshman who produced big stats was Claiborne, a 
middle linebacker who set a Southern Califormia freshman 
record with 116 tackles. Coach John Robinson didn’t have to 
think very hard about putting the Riverside, Calif., product into 
his starting lineup. 
“Claiborne is quite a 

player,” Robinson 
said. “He has the 
ability to dominate a 
game. In time, he 
could develop into 
one of the top play- 
ers in college.” 
Randy Moss, a 
wide receiver who 
led Marshall to the 
Division I-AA 
national champi- 
onship last fall after 
being denied admis- 
sion to Notre Dame 
and dismissed from 
Florida State, 
appears to be 
another candidate 


Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 


PHOTO BY ROBERT SEALE/ALLSPORT 


Darrell Russell, USC 
PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 


who can develop into one of the top players in college football. 

He’s already done it at the Division I-AA level, and as the 
Thundering Herd makes the leap to Division I-A, you might hear 
more about him in 1997. 

Everyone has heard of Katzenmoyer, with his legend grow- 
ing from the time he was a prep All-American in Central Ohio, 
to his recruitment to Ohio State, which accorded him the honor 
of wearing No. 45 in scarlet and gray. He’s the first Buckeye to 
don that shirt since it belonged to two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner Archie Griffin. 

Thanks to Katzenmoyer’s menacing presence in the middle 
of the stout Buckeye defense, Columbus was Freshman Central 
in 1996. Ohio State received important contributions from wide 
receiver David Boston, Michael Wiley, who lined up at receiver 
and in the backfield, and six other true freshmen in the Buck- 
eyes two-deep in the Rose Bowl. 

Wiley knew he could compete on the field. But after spend- 
ing the summer working out on campus, he had to make a big 
adjustment when classes convened. “It was all football all sum- 
mer, but now that I’m in school, it’s harder,” he said last fall. 
“But I’m doing OK.” 

Wiley, a prep football, basketball and track star in Spring Val- 
ley, Calif., was recruited by Notre Dame, Texas, Southern Califor- 
nia and Stanford. He said he chose Ohio State partly because he 
liked the players and coaches. But there also was opportunity 
waiting in Columbus. Flanker Terry Glenn had left early for the 
NFL and someone had to take up the slack at receiver. “I knew 
they'd give me a shot here,” Wiley said. “It wasn’t promised. I just 
wanted a chance, and they gave me one.” 

The parade of star Buckeye freshmen could continue this 
fall. During the spring, nearly two months after signing day, 
Ohio State landed Ken-yon Rambo, a star at Long Beach Poly 
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Talent is talent. 


And the NFL loves talented juniors. 

In the 1997 April draft, as always, the NFL used the earliest selec- 
tions to pluck what it considered the most talented college football 
players in the country, and once again, it continued to go for the 
superstars ... who happen to be juniors. 

The first four players chosen (and six of the first seven, and 11 of 
the first 20) had college eligibility remaining, which goes to show that 
teams go for pure talent over everything else. 

It's not a new trend, but one that continues to feed itself: This 
‘year’s NFL talent drain of college football tapped juniors as the top 
two offensive linemen, the top two defensive linemen, three of the top 
four linebackers, the top comerback, the top pan end ... and the top 
three receivers. 

Thirteen juniors went in the first round in 1997, which means 
that talent must be replaced { for the 1998 first round. Those holes 
probably will be filled by juniors, and perhaps by players who com- 
plete their sophomore seasons in 1997. 

As Andy Bagnato writes, the NCAA and NFL cannot expect to 
win a legal challenge by a player who wants to jump to the profes- 
sional ranks even earlier than currently allowed (it’s called restraint of 
trade). And with the increasing responsibility of first- and second-year 
players, along with the skimming off the top of the prime talent from 
the junior class each year, it would seem to be only a matter of time 
before sophomores break down the door into the draft ... whether it’s 
a good idea or not. 


Yet, when the sophomores are as physically mature as players like 


Wisconsin : running back Ron Dayne, Ohio State linebacker Andy 
Katzenmoyer and Southern California linebacker Chris Claiborne, it’s 
difficult to maintain that the players should not be accorded whatever 
opportunities they can create for themselves. 

Here’s one way to look at it: On pure talent, with normal 
improvement taken into consideration, we wouldn’t mind taking an 
all-sophomore team of 1997 against an all-senior team of 1997. The 
offensive line is the one area where experience and added strength 
would seem to make the most significant difference favoring the older 

players, so we won’t argue that point. 


- 


— Don Borst 


SOPHOMORES 


Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Raymond Priester, Clemson 
Robert Edwards, Georgia 

Skip Hicks, UCLA 

D'Wayne Bates, Northwestern 
Phil Savoy, Coloradia 


SENIORS 

Michael Myers, Alahama 
Jason Peter, Nebraska 
Leonard Little, Tennessee 
Brian Simmons, North Carolina 
Jamie Duncan, Vanderbilt 
Brian Tolbert, Georgia 
Chris Draft, Stanford 
Deshea Townsend, Alabama 
Donovin Darius, Syracuse 
Duane Starks, Miami 

Terry Fair, Tennessee 


Chad Hutchinson, Stantord 

Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

De'Mond Parker, Oklahoma 
DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 

David Boston, Ohio State 

R. day Soward, Southern California 


SOPHOMORES 

Reggie McGrew, Florida 

Billy Ratliff, Tennessee 

John Engleberger, Virginia Tech 
Andy Katzenmoyer, Ohio State 
Chris Claiborne, Southern California 
Lester Towns, Washington 
Brandon Short, Penn State 

Dre' Bly, North Carolina 

Champ Bailey, Georgia 

Ralph Brown, Nebraska 

Mark Roman, LSU 


High and the son of 
former U.S. Olympic 
high-jumper John 
Rambo (1964 bronze 
medal). The younger 
Rambo is widely con- 
sidered the top 
receiver prospect in 
the country. 

In the past, adding 
players of such pedi- 
gree could be consid- 
ered stockpiling 
athletes, but no more. 

With the way play- 
ers jump out of col- 
lege into the NFL — 
especially the way 
Cooper has seen it 
happen in his pro- 
gram — continually 
adding talent at every 
position is an obsession. 

Ohio State has lost 12 
underclassmen to the NFL 
draft since 1992, but it isn’t the only place where the NFL 
draft has created opportunities for newcomers. Florida State 
also has seen a dozen players go early in the past six years, 
while Miami has lost 10, and UCLA seven. 

The NFL forbids teams from drafting players who aren’t 
at least three years removed from high school. But that 
policy could be challenged as early as next spring — and 
Dayne appears to be a strong candidate to test the rule. 

“If I know I could go in the first round, I might try to go pro 
early,” Dayne told the Chicago Tribune during the off-season. 
And NCAA executive director Cedric Dempsey acknowl- 
edged that he has “no doubt” that the policy is vulnerable 
to a legal challenge. “I don’t think that would stand up to 
a challenge,” he said. 

An early shot at NFL riches could be a powerful entice- 
ment to Dayne, who comes from a humble background. 
Because he is the focal point of the Badgers’ ground-ori- 
ented attack, Dayne has carried the ball as many as 50 
times in a game. It’s not a stretch to think that he might 
jump to the NFL before wear and tear diminish his earn- 
ing potential. 

And so the momentum for playing freshmen continues 
to build. Just as the number of draftable juniors has 
increased, leading to younger players getting increased 
roles on college teams, the mere potential for players to 
be drafted after their sophomore seasons will also affect 
the way coaches handle their rosters. 

“If a guy is playing better, what class he is in school 
should not have anything to do with whether he plays,” 
Saban said. 

And as more players contribute as freshmen, the num- 
ber of draftable sophomores figures to increase. And 
there’s no reason to think that freshmen won't continue 
to make a splash, with that ripple widening throughout 
college football. 


Reidel TGR Florida 
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— Andrew Bagnato 
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ore than ever before, the NFL embraced college foot- 
ball’s younger prospects in the 1997 draft, picking a 
record 13 underclassmen in the first round, and a 
record 27 in the seven-round draft. 
As usual, Ohio State and Florida State were the most- 
affected teams, losing two first-rounders apiece ... but some- 
how, they continue to not only survive, but thrive: 


OHIO STATE 

For the Buckeyes, tackle Orlando Pace and cornerback 
Shawn Springs became the seventh and eighth first-round 
selections in the past six years who have left Columbus 
before their college eligibility has expired. And fullback Nicky 
Sualua, academically ineligible in 1996 after starting in 
1995, went in the fourth round to become the 12th Buckeye 
chosen since Alonzo Spellman was the first to open the 
floodgates in 1992. Every year since 1992, at least one 
“early-leaving” Buckeye has been taken in the first round: 


YEAR PLAYER Pick TEAM 
1992 Alonzo Spellman, DE 22 Bears 
1993 Robert Smith, RB 21 Vikings 
1994 Dan Wilkinson, DT 1 Bengals 
1995 Korey Stringer, OT 24 Vikings 

Craig Powell, LB 30 Cleveland 
1996 _ Terry Glenn, WR 7 Patriots 
1997 Orlando Pace, OT 1 Rams 

Shawn Springs, CB 3 Seahawks 
FLORIDA STATE 


For the Seminoles, the situation has been equally dramatic, 
with a dozen players bailing out early for the past six NFL 
drafts, with seven going in the first round: 


YEAR PLAYER Pick TEAM 
1992 Terrell Buckley, CB 5 Packers 
1993 Marvin Jones, LB 4 Jets 
1994 William Floyd, RB 28 49ers 
1995 Derrick Alexander, DE il Vikings 
Devin Bush, LB 26 Falcons 
1997 Peter Boulware, DE 4 Ravens 
Walter Jones, OT 6 Seahawks 


College teams that have lost juniors to the NFL 
(1992-97): 
(1st round choice in parentheses) 


12 — Ohio State (8), Florida State (7) 

10 — Miami (5) 

7— UCLA (2) 

6 — Michigan (4) 

5 — Auburn (1), Arizona State (0), North Carolina State (0) 

4 — California (4), Texas A&M (3), Colorado (2), Nebraska (2), 
Florida (2), USC (2), Georgia (1), Texas (1), Washington (1) 

3 — Clemson (2), Georgia Tech (1), North Carolina (0), Notre 
Dame (2), Pittsburgh (1), San Diego State, Tennessee (1) 


Left alone 
Only eight major-conference 
teams have NOT had 
juniors picked over by the 
NFL. Some are not sur- 
prising, but some are: Arkansas, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Oregon State, Syra- 


Dwayne Rudd, Alabama 
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cuse, Temple, Virginia Tech, Wake Forest. 


Rookies instead of All-Americans 
With so many players chosen this year, for the first time 
it’s almost reasonable to put together a “Woulda-Been All- 
America Team.” Here’s a look at this year’s NFL rookies 
who would have been seniors in 1997, and when they were 


selected: 


First Rounp 
Orlando Pace, OT 
Darrell Russell, DT 
Shawn Springs, CB 
Peter Boulware, DE 
Walter Jones, OT 
Ike Hilliard, WR 
Tony Gonzalez, TE 
Yatil Green, WR 
Reidel Anthony, WR 
Kenard Lang, DE 
Dwayne Rudd, LB 
Trevor Pryce, DE 
Chris Canty, CB 


Later Rounps 

Will Blackwell, WR 
Corey Dillon, RB 
Byron Hanspard, RB 
Ronde Barber, CB 
Troy Davis, RB 
Derrick Rodgers, DE 
Kenny Wheaton, DB 
Darnell Autry, RB 
Tremain Mack, CB 
Jamie Nails, OT 
Nicky Sualua, FB 
Terry Battle, RB 
Grady Jackson, DE 
Hudhaifa Ismaeli, DB 


COLLEGE 

Ohio State 
Southern Cal 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida 
California 
Miami 
Florida 
Miami 
Alabama 
Clemson 
Kansas State 


COLLEGE 

San Diego State 
Washington 
Texas Tech 
Virginia 

lowa State 
Arizona State 
Oregon 
Northwestern 
Miami 
Florida A&M 
Ohio State 
Arizona State 
Knoxville 
Northwestern 
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Major-college players undrafted 
Texas Tech 


Tony Daniels, DE 


LeVance McQueen, LB 
Pearce Pegross, WR 


Alex Smith, RB 


Maurice Staley, WR 


C.J. Williams, RB 


Duke 
Baylor 
Indiana 

Tennessee 


Georgia Tech 


NFL Team 
Rams 
Raiders 
Seahawks 
Ravens 
Seahawks 
Giants 
Chiefs 
Dolphins 
Bucs 
Redskins 
Vikings 
Broncos 
Patriots 


NFL Team 
Steelers 
Redskins 
Falcons 
Bucs 
Saints 
Dolphins 
Cowboys 
Bears 
Bengals 
Bills 
Cowboys 
Lions 
Raiders 
Dolphins 
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Keeping the Faith 


As you walk into the 
office of an NCAA Divi- 
sion I head football coach 
you may expect to see 
plaques and framed pic- 
tures with slogans like 
“Win at all cost,” or “Win- 
ning is life,” but you won't 
find anything resembling that in this coach’s office. One framed 
picture on his wall wisely reads, “A COACH’S SUCCESS IS NOT 
MEASURED BY WINS OR LOSSES, BUT BY THE MEN HIS 
PLAYERS BECOME!” 

Head football coach Fisher DeBerry, now in his 13th season at 
the United States Air Force Academy, strives to live out that slo- 
gan, impacting many people in the process. As he walks down the 
corridors of the well-kept and vast Academy football practice facil- 
ity, players walk by. He stops and talks to one player, “Hey, come 
by my office next week and let's talk, OK?” He really cares, he’s 
really interested in what’s going on in his players’ lives. 

DeBerry’s drive to be more than a successful coach started 
with a renewed commitment to Jesus Christ. He had just realized 
what an awesome responsibility coaching was. DeBerry remem- 
bers, “I was at a high school coaches clinic and was attending the 
FCA breakfast there. | listened to a well-known local athlete share 
how all through his high school days no coach had ever confronted 
him with the teachings of Jesus Christ, or challenged him to accept 
Christ's love.” The player told DeBerry and the other coaches that 
he hoped they would never be guilty of not presenting the Gospel 
to their players. “That really hit me!” DeBerry recalls, “I said in 
prayer, ‘Lord, if this is the plan (coaching) you have for my life, I 
certainly accept it and renew my commitment to you.” 

DeBerry has carried out that commitment to the best of his 
ability through his detailed coaching career. 

A football and baseball standout at Wofford (SC) College, he 
coached for six years in the South Carolina high school ranks, 
returning to Wofford as an assistant for two years, then moving on 
to Appalachian State University in Boone, NC, coordinating the 
offense and defense for nine seasons. What brought him then to 
Air Force was a relationship with current Rice University head 
football coach Ken Hatfield. 

As DeBerry explains, “I met Ken at an FCA Conference at 
Berry College in Georgia. We became good friends. At the time I 
was coaching at Wofford and he was at Tennessee. When he went 
to Florida, we stayed in close contact.” Later, when Hatfield was 
hired as Air Force’s head coach, he had DeBerry come out and 
share about the program at ASU, where DeBerry was running the 
wishbone offense. A few weeks later Hatfield called DeBerry and 
offered him a position on his coaching staff at Air Force. DeBerry 
recalls, “My wife and I took several weeks and prayed about it, and 
realized this was where we thought God was leading us.” When 
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Strong to the Finish 


DeBerry Continues to Fulfill His Commitment to the Lord 


Hatfield went on to Arkansas as head coach, DeBerry was pro- 
moted to head coach at Air Force. 

“It was through FCA that I’m here at Air Force. | believe it was 
God's plan. Ken (Hatfield) has been such a mentor and role model 
for me,” shares DeBerry. 

DeBerry has been blessed while at Air Force. His strong work 
ethic has earned him respect in the coaching world. He currently 
serves as president of the American Football Coaches Association, 
and his wife, LuAnn, serves as president of the American Football 
Coaches Wives Association. Through attending FCA Coaches 
Camp, he and LuAnn and their children, Michelle and Joe, have 
been impacted by the ministry of FCA. DeBerry shares what he 
has learned. 

“I don’t think you can be a spiritual leader for your team or in 
your community unless things are right in your own home. LuAnn 
and I made a commitment to God and to each other to try and be 
spiritual leaders wherever we went. Not only in our local church, 
but also to the young people we have been entrusted to. Our chil- 
dren being around FCA has influenced them. Carey Casey (former 
FCA staffer) had an enormous impact on my kids and their spiri- 
tual lives. | cannot endorse enough the opportunity coaches and 
their families have through going to FCA Camp.” 

Coaching at Air Force is indeed an honor, privilege and respon- 
sibility. DeBerry views and accepts his responsibilities and recognizes 
that the role of the coach has changed in definition over the years. 

DeBerry says, “I think the coach today assumes a father image 
in a lot of ways. Certainly the team is the only family association 
some young people have because parents aren’t there. Peer pres- 
sure is the most powerful force in our world today. FCA is having 
more of a challenge and more of an impact today than it ever has 
before. Programs like One Way 2 Play! are so unique because of 
the accountability factor. So many other programs get kids to ‘say 
no,’ but they don’t give them anything to say yes to. FCA is that 
vehicle and opportunity. 

“Young people today want positive role models, family stability 
and discipline. They can certainly find these things in FCA, which 
has been so consistent in what it was founded to do.” 

DeBerry operates his program as a close-knit unit, a family. 
He expects the best out of everyone, including himself, while not 
losing perspective on the bigger picture. 

He comments, “One thing I challenge our guys with every Sat- 
urday is that when that game is over, win, lose or draw, we hurry 
off the field and close our dressing room doors. We don’t let any- 
one in but our football family. We get down on our hands and 
knees, wrap arms around each other and thank God for having 
had the opportunity to compete, and for the lessons we can learn 
from that game.” 

— Will Greer 
Reprinted with permission from Sharing the Victory, 
the official publication of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
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NOTRE DAME 


SP FIGHTING IRISH 


The Fun Is Baek At South Bend 


ithin a first down of the famous tunnel leading into 

Notre Dame Stadium, one of the many identical signs 

in the old parking lot informs sightseers what is caus- 
ing all the commotion on campus. 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE. 

You can hear sandblasters removing the old bleachers. You 
can smell the sod being rolled into the new sunken playing field. 
You can see forklifts and blowtorches and concrete bags and lum- 
ber where ushers usually show people to their seats. 

This is what you absorb on a typical day in the off-season 
around the Golden Dome. This is what happens when you add 
22,000 seats to a 68-year-old stadium, as workers have spent the 
last year doing to the House that Rockne Built. This is history 
Getting a facelift, tradition a nip and a tuck. 

By the time the Irish football team wakes up the first echo in 
its new home Sept. 6 against Georgia Tech, few will notice any 
of the signs of the $50-million handiwork. The seats will be fas- 
tened. The 2 million bricks will be washed. The grass will be low 
and lined in white. 

The signs will be moved to some other construction project. 

Perhaps across the street above coach Bob Davie’s office. 

They would be accurate, of course. Davie can look out his 
office window any day and watch the hustle and bustle of men in 
hard hats sprucing up the new stadium. Hammering. Sanding. 
Polishing. Refining. 

What he sees serves as a metaphor for 
what he has spent doing every day since 
Notre Dame inexplicably lost its season- 
ending, bowl-negating, spirit-sapping game 
last Nov. 30 to USC. 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE. 

In its own way, that is what the Notre 


1996: 8-3 Overall 


COACH: Bob Davie — first year 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15, 7 Offense, 6 
Defense, Punter, Kicker 


match and a big-splash contest featuring assistant coaches in 
Speedo trunks. He staged a talent show. He had a treasure hunt. 
He held a slam dunk contest. He let players and coaches take a 
few swings against the best women’s softball pitcher on campus. 

The normally heavy atmosphere became lighter than helium. 

A few Irish players even showed off their dance steps on the 
field during spring drills, moves never shown anywhere but in the 
nightclubs under Holtz. 

“A team that feels good about itself and a team that has close 
relationships with its coaches and with each other, | think you can 
see that by the way a team performs,” Davie says. “I think you're 
going to see enthusiasm. I’ve always believed that you can have fun, 
can do it with a smile on your face, but be disciplined. 

“From the time I first met with the team, | talked about how 
the focus of this thing was going to be on them, and we were 
going to enjoy it. To enjoy it, you've got to win. And to win, 
you've got to be disciplined and you've got to be tough. That's 
the next stage we've got io get through.” 

Nothing tests a team’s toughness like having its family 
secrets discussed in the national media, which Notre Dame’s have 
been recently. Seasoned Irish observers will attest that distractions 
come with the territory of being the nation’s most famous college 
football program. 

But even the most nimble spin doctors were left scratching 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Both starting 
inside linebackers will be new players. 
The secondary has depth but still needs 
a pass rush from an inexperienced 


Dame football program has become lately. 
A construction zone. Davie has served as 
the foreman. With energy and enthusiasm 
as his tools, Davie has chipped away at 
thick walls of tension and convention that 
built up under Lou Holtz. Holtz won, often, 
but nobody would ever characterize the 
Irish program he headed for 11 seasons as 
fun-loving and carefree. 

Until now. 

Davie, for instance, capped off-season 
conditioning drills with a team Olympics 
that included a mock professional wrestling 


AUTRY DENSON MAY BE THE TEAM’S MOST 
LEGITIMATE HEISMAN HOPEFUL. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Ron Powlus, TB 


Autry Denson, OG Mike Rosenthal, WR 


Raki Nelson, DT Melvin Dansby, OLB 
Kory Minor, CB/KR Allen Rossum 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With an offensive 


line that returns three fifth-year seniors and 


two juniors with starting experience, the 


Irish figure to lean on the run as heavily as 
they did under Lou Holtz. An exception this 
season: New coach Bob Davie isn’t afraid 
to let Ron Powlus take some chances in the 
passing game, which may mean problems 


for opposing secondaries. On the other 
side of the ball, Dansby and Minor head- 
line a defense better at making big plays 
than being consistent. 


defensive line. Davie’s top priority last 
spring remains one of his top priorities 
this fall: A steady kicker. 


OVERVIEW: Enthusiasm hasn’t been 


higher among Notre Dame players 

this decade as the Irish have responded 
to Davie’s relaxed yet firm approach. 
That should help the team handle tough 
home opponents in a new Notre Dame 
Stadium environment that will offer 
plenty of distractions. The loose attitude 
should also aid a defense that lacks 
experience up front. Expect a lot of 
high-scoring games involving the Irish. 
Davie should be in for a fun first year, 
but how fulfilling? 
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GHTINGHRISH RECRUITING 


Size HOMETOWN HicH Scuoot / CourcE 


Kevin DANSBY LB 6-2, 210 Birmingham, AL Ensley 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion @ Had 171 tackles, six sacks and three interceptions as a senior @ As a junior, had 161 
tackles, including 91 solo. 


/ Posmon 


Anthony DENMAN RB/LB 6-3, 205 Rusk, TX Rusk 
Rushed for 1,250 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 85 tackles, one sack and six 
quarterback pressures @ As a junior, rushed for 1,428 yards and 20 touchdowns. 


Tony DRIVER TB 6-3, 205 Louisville, KY Male 

USA Today All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Ranked No. 5 
prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times @ Gatorade Player of the Year in Kentucky # 
Rushed 267 times for 1,491 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior Career totals included 538 
rushes for 3,460 yards and 48 touchdowns, and 82 receptions for 1,612 yards and 22 touch- 
downs @ As a junior, won state title in 100-meters. 


Joey GETHERALLWR 5-9, 165 -—‘LaPuente, CA Bishop Amot 

led California with 24.2 yards per catch average @ Caught 48 passes for 1,162 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a senior and averaged 25.18 yards each time he touched the ball @ Career totals 
include 116 receptions for 2,420 yards and 25 touchdowns @ Hit .407 in baseball and stole 20 
bases as a junior. 


Jabari HOLLOWAYTE — 6-4, 235 Tyrone, GA Sandy Creek 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 
@ Rated No. 27 defensive prospect nationally by The Sporting News @ Caught 24 passes for 
498 yards and made more than 200 tackles as a senior @ Blocked six field goals and ran two 
back for touchdowns as a junior. 


Hugh HOLMES LB 6-2, 210 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 
District Player of the Year As a senior, had 136 tackles @ Had 127 tackles and 10 sacks as a 
junior @ Career totals included 169 solo tackles and 249 assists. 


Grant IRONS LB 6-5, 225 The Woodlands, TX The Woodlands 

USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 15 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times # As 
@ senior, made 92 tackles, including 58 solo, 12 tackles for loss, six passes broken up and two 
fumble recoveries. 


Ron ISRAEL DB 61,175 Haddon Heights, NJ Haddon Heights 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Two-way, four-year starter @ As a senior, made 
104 tackles and eight interceptions # Caught 10 touchdown passes and had 1,004 yards of total 
offense as a senior. 


John JORDAN OL 6-0, 260 Brooklyn, NY Andover P: 
All-New England @ Team Most Valuable Player # Played tight end and defensive line @ Had 50 
tackles and eight sacks as a junior @ Played baseball and basketball. 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Collece 
Zok KUSTOK QB 6-2, 190 Orland Park, IL Sandburg 

Ranked No. 97 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times @ Threw for more than 900 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a senior @ Rushed for 450 yards and six touchdowns. 


Darcey LEVY RB 6-2, 195 Denver, CO Montbello 

Rushed for 1,453 yards and 27 touchdowns as a senior @ Played free safety, making two inter- 
ceptions and more than 50 tackles. 

Jason MURRAY RB 6-2, 235 Belle Vernon, PA Belle Vernon 


USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rushed for 1,692 yards and 20 touchdowns on 
202 carries as a senior @ Helped team to state file as a junior, rushing 220 times for 2,035 
yards and 19 touchdowns @ Had almost 5,000 career rushing yards. 


Cooper REGO TB 5-9, 185 Montvale, NJ St. Joseph 

Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American @ Ranked No. 20 offensive 
prospect nationally by The Sporting News @ Gatorade Player of the Year in New Jersey @ All- 
New Jersey @ Rushed for 2,442 yards and 35 touchdowns and led state in scoring as a senior # 
As a junior, rushed for 1,645 yards and 21 touchdowns. 


Casey ROBIN OL 6-7, 270 Covington, LA St. Paul's 
All-District @ Team captain @ Team averaged 300 rushing yards per game as a senior @ Played 


both ways as a sophomore and junior. 


Justin SMITH WR 6-1, 185 St. Petersburg, FL lakewood 

Honorable mention All-State # Caught 18 passes for 460 yards and six touchdowns as a senior 
@ As a junior, had 11 receptions for 333 yards @ Made five interceptions as a defensive back # 
Had 38-yard punt return average as a junior. 


John TEASDALE TE 6-4, 255 Kansas City, MO Rockhurst 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State # Caught 13 passes for 204 yards and 
two touchdowns as a senior @ Made 31 tackles, eight sacks, and had two blocked punts. 
Kurt VOLLERS OL 67,275 Anaheim, CA Servite 

USA Today honorable mention All-American Rated No. 38 offensive prospect nationally by 
The Sporting News @ Ranked No. 25 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times # Made 
100 solo tackles, 32 assists and 24 sacks as a senior. 


Brock WILLIAMS DB 5-11, 175 Hammond, LA Hammond 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ District Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, 
had 102 tackles and five interceptions with 15 deflections @ Had 55 tackles and five intercep- 
tions as a junior. 


Andy WISNE DL 65, 255 Jenks, OK Jenks 
All-State @ Helped team to 13-1 record and state title @ Had 97 tackles and six sacks as a senior 
defensive tackle @ As a junior, had 85 tackles, including 20 for losses, and five sacks. 
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RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(8-3-0) PASSING Sept. 6 Georgia Tech 
NAME At Comp Yarps Pct TD_ Int = : = 
14. Vanderbilt 7 |Powlus -232,—=s«'133.—«1942 573 12 «4| | Sept. 13 at Purdue 
-~— | Jackson 15 10-181 «667° «3-0 ae 
35 ‘Purdue 0 a3 RUSHING = Sept. 20 Michigan State : 
7 lesen 24 NAME No Yaros Ave lc 1D Sept. 27 at Michigan 
Denson D2 LINZ sae ay 38 
16 Ohio State 29 Farmer 78 660 8S lB Oct. 4 at Stanford 
Edwards 83 381 46 4) 8 
54 Washington 20 Kinder 53 247 47 28 3 Oct. 11 at Pittsburgh 
= RECEIVING = F 
17 Air Force (OT) 20 Vics = TAS Oct. 1 = _ Southern California 
Chryplewiez 27 331 123.00 ae 4| 
54 Navy 27 eg aa Oe SE eee Oct. 25 Boston College 
Mosley 24 369 15.4 64 ts) 
48 Boston College 21 Sook ae ie Nov. 1 Navy 
60 Pittsburgh 6 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 15 at LSU 
Tacktes: Tatum 77; Cobbins 72; Guilbeaux 62; Wynn 61. ; Liade 
62 Rutgers 0 bamacirncns: Guilbecux 4; Cooper 3; Rosaum 2. Nov. 22. West Virginia b= 
: : QB Sacks: Berry 10; Wynn 9; Minor 8; Cobbins 4. a 
20 Southern California (OT) 27 TAcaiis Fou Loses Tokad'9: Deni Fs Misaee7: Weer. Nov. 22. — at Hawaii | 
— — 4 =— — J 
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their heads last winter after former Irish 
line coach Joe Moore filed an age discrim- 
ination and defamation of character law- 
suit against Davie and the university for 
millions of dollars. 

Rather than contest Moore point by 
point, Davie chose to let justice run its 
course. He vowed not to let the 
matter affect his team’s focus, 
despite Moore and several of 
Davie’s returning linemen devel- 
oping a bond not even one of 
those jackhammers around the 
stadium could penetrate. 

“I will not allow it to 
become a distraction,” 

Davie promises. 

The 43-year-old native of 
Sewickley, Pa., prefers to focus 
on what he can control. The 
new huddle he implemented. 
The dropback passing game 
installed by new offensive coor- 
dinator Jim Colletto to take 
advantage of Ron Powlus’ field 
vision and quick release. The 
ways in which he can use cor- 
nerback Allen Rossum to 
stretch opposing secondaries. 
The number of times he plans 
to let Autry Denson, maybe the 
team’s most legitimate Heis- 
man hopeful, carry the ball. 

“I'm energized by these 
players,” Davie says. “We're 
going to be creative to take 
advantage of all our players.” 

Colletto, in charge of call- 
ing plays, puts it another way. 

“[ read a book by Bill Par- 
cells and it says, ‘You better 
teach what you know,’ ” Col- 
letto says. “So I’m teaching 
what | know. I'm not a real innovator. | 
feel I’m a pretty good teacher and stealer 
of other people's ideas. We're trying to be 
good, solid body-mechanic people.” 

That will come easier to the men 
making the holes. All five starters on the 
offensive line possess starting experience. 
Pick a leader: Rick Kaczenski at center, 
Mike Doughty and Chris Clevenger at 
tackles, or Mike Rosenthal and Jerry 
Wisne at guards. Given the right circum- 
stances and ears listening, any one of the 
five could wind up an All-American. 

“These are pretty sharp kids,” Col- 
letto says. 

They make Denson, a 1,000-yard 
rusher as a sophomore, all the more slip- 
pery. They make fullback Jamie Spencer, 
mentioned often in the same sentence as 
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Jerome Bettis, all the more heavy. They 
make Powlus, who surprised many sur- 
rounding the program by returning for a 
fifth season, all the more dangerous 
because he likely will have time to pass. 
Give Denson a crease, Spencer an 
arm tackle, and Powlus a few extra sec- 


THE IRISH WILL RELY ON INTERIOR LINEMAN MELVIN DANSBY 
TO SWALLOW RUNNING BACKS. 
PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


onds, and the new jumbo scoreboard in 
Notre Dame Stadium will light up bright 
enough to be seen in Chicago. 

“I can be a different quarterback 
because it’s a different system,” Powlus 
says. “There are more things to think 
about once you leave the huddle.” 

One of the most pressing things on 
his mind will be to whom he will throw. 
The Irish still lack a proven game-breaker 
at the receiver position, hence the 
Rossum experiment. The starters expect 
to be steady but unspectacular Malcolm 
Johnson and promising Raki Nelson, but 
Davie wants to line Rossum up perhaps as 
many as 15 plays per game on offense. 

“When you look at a guy who aver- 
ages 20 yards every time he touches the 
football (as a returner), you’ve got to give 


him some chances to get his hands on the 
ball. He’s exciting when he gets his hands 
on it.” 

Rossum welcomes the extra work. 
“As many times as | need for us to be a 
better team,” he says when asked how 
many snaps he can handle as a mini- 
Deion Sanders. 

Solid depth in the secondary 
allows Davie to be so daring 
with his player. If Rossum 
misses a series or two on 
defense, capable cornerbacks 
like Deveron Harper, Lee 
Lafayette or Ivory Covington 
can replace him. Any of the 
three figure to start opposite 
Rossum, probably Covington, 
and all three can stay step for 
step with anyone on the Irish 
schedule. 

At safety, returning starters 
Jarvis Edison and Benny Guil- 
beaux will receive challenges 
from A’Jani Sanders and Deke 
Cooper, two reserves with as 
much talent, if not experience, 
as the players in front of them. 

“I think you'll see the sec- 
ondary more involved,” says 
Davie, the former defensive 
coordinator who hired Greg 
Mattison away from Michigan 
to do his old job. “The thing 
goes full circle. Last year, 
our secondary was the question 
mark and the front seven 
were solid. This year, it’s com- 
pletely opposite.” 

Completely. 

Last season, Davie and the 
lrish relied on interior linemen 
Renaldo Wynn, Alton Maiden, 
Bert Berry and Melvin Dansby to swallow 
running backs. Only Dansby returns, join- 
ing untested Antwon Jones, Corey Ben- 
nett and Lamont Bryant up front. 
Sophomore Brad Williams, a sophomore 
who started at offensive guard against 
Navy last season, also figures to make his 
presence felt. 

As does junior Shelton Jordan, who 
took advantage of an extended audition 
last spring made possible by Dansby tak- 
ing time off to heal from knee surgery. 
Jordan made Powlus feel like he was in 
the middle of the Los Angeles Coliseum in 
October, tossing aside pass-blockers and 
breathing down the quarterback’s neck 
with annoying frequency. 

“The coaches put me in a position 
where | can move and I’m able to get 
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OTREDAM 


FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos, Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos, Class Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 
28 Ken Bony RB Sr 022) erkeley, MO 26 Lee Lofayetle CB So. 5:9 189 Hopkins Pork, FL 
61 John Beeler 1B Sr 60229 _Jacksorille, FL 39 Chris beck FS So S10 185 Ashen ID 
56 Kurt Belisle DE Sr 62266 Brodley, ho 90 Lance Legree NG So 61 271 _ St. Stephen, SC 
95 Corey Bennett DE Sr &1 253 Doraville, GA 36 Tim lynch CBS 59 (177 Ocklown, tt 
65. Anthony Bronnan «SS_—So. S11 194 Cedar Grove, NJ 45° ChrisMcCorthy PK Sr. S11 205. Atlinglon, VA 
68 MatBrennon OL. Sob 27h Mil, AL 21 Kevin McDonnell PK Jr S11—180._Bellewwe, OH 
88 BobbyBrown WR Jr 3-185 Louder FL 18 MatiMcNew PK. So. 64195. Adlington, TK 
53. Lamont Bryont Bt 63 243 Georgetown, SC 32 sinMeho ——CBCSr~—«S11_197_Springheld, VA 
12. Scott Cengio PK Se 510.181 Melbourne, FL 64 John Merondi = CS So. 62 272_Ble ky, CA 
89 John Cerasoni TE Jt 4 255 Schaumburg 4 Kory Minor 1B dr 61234 La Verme,CA 
8 Eric Chappell QB So 6-4 213 Monkgomery, AL 47 Bill Mitoulas 1B Sr +1225 Toronto, Ontario 
99 Jason Ching DE So 63 235 Honobly, Hi 74 Rob Mow OL So 6:5 294 Pittsburgh, PA 
75. Chris Clevenger Ol 67 312 Wichita, KS 52_Alex Mueller OL Jr 6:6 270 Ellcot City, MD 
1 Deke Cooper FS So 63 209 _Evanwille 92 Bryon Mulvena Br 1221 Tucson, AZ 
14_hory Covington CB St 510169 Decor, GA 9 Raki Nelson WR So 51118) Harrisburg, PA 
51 Malin Donsby DES 64 276 Birmingham, AL 34 Ronnie Hicks 1B So 60 222 Kilgore, TX 
81. Lewis Dawson WR So 5-11 186 Federal Way, WA 58 Brendan O'Connor OL. So 2294 _ Bellefontaine, OH 
23. Auiry Denson RB Jr 510184 Louder, FL 86 Don OlLeary TE So 6-4 243 Westlake, OH 
84 Mike Dervir TES 64 243 Hinsdale IL 83 Justin Orr TE Sr 6-2 233 Minooka, 
73. Mike Doughty OLS 67 303 Lokevlle, MN 50 David Payne Ct 60 281 Baltimore, MD 
16 Todd Dvorak PK dr 510.175 Granger 5A WukePetigot OL Sr_—«66 287 Georgelowm, DE 
30_Joxvis Edison FS Se 6-4 221 Bay Ci, TK 35 Robert Phelps CB St 60 189 _N Richland ls, TX 
38. Scolf Fogon 1B So 6:2 219 _ Los Angeles, CA 3 Ron Powhs QB St 6-9 225 Berwick,PA 
40. Brendan Farrell $8 So 5:10 215 Fairport, NY 37 Kevin Rice RB Sr 60200 Burridge, 
4) boa Ferrer 1B dr 6:2 230 Cosselberry, FL 70. Tim Ridder Olt 67 298 OmohoNE 
13. Jimeny Friday 1B dr 2227 Missouri City, TX 4 Benjamin Robinson WR Jr 62-206 Saratoga, CA 
69. Mike Gondy DT So 64 264 Garland, TX 79. Mike Rosenthal OL kk 67 315 Gronger 
97. Eric Glass DT So 64 220 Howey, FL 15. Allen Rossum CBS 58 179 Dalles, TX 
24 TyGoode (Bo Sr 511184 Linco, NE 87 Mark Rule WR Jr 6-2 209 Chagrin Falls, OH 
45 Joey Goodspeed RB So 60225 Montgomery, IL 5 Alani Sanders SS dr 51) 188 Houston, TX 
28 Mike Grady FS So 511192 Issaquah, WA “19. Jim Sanson PK So 59179 Scatsdole, AZ 
65. Matt Griesbach Ol Sr 61258 Tulare, CA 93 BJ. Scot DE So 63 267 Brookvile 
38 Poul Grimm CB Sr 59 170 Coral Springs, FL 16 John Shingler QB Jr 61230 Wilmington, NC 
2 Benny Guilbeaux SS 61 207 Opelousas, A 33. Phil Sicuso SS Jr 511175. Hopkinglon, MA 
19. Wayne Gunn Bo 62 218 Wink TK 17 HonterSmih =P &:2— 211 Sherman, TK 
10. Deveron Harper CB So 511185 Orangeburg, SC 33 _Jomie Spencer RB 61248 Monae, tA 
48 Johnathan Hebert «WR So 511194 Housbon, IX 78 _Jon Spickelmier C Sr 637A decksonville FL 
72. Leon Hires OL So 6-4 287 Bradenton, FL 21 Shannon Stephens WR r= «59 175 Houston, TX 
27 tebbie Howard Br 510228 _Rond, WV 32 Clement Stokes RB Sr 60 205 Washington, DC 
7-_Jevious Jockson OB 61219 Tupelo, MS 12. Mario Strayhom (Bk 61214 Cincinnati, OH 
V1 JayJoheson WR So 0186 Starille, MS 49 Joe Thomas Bok 62 223 Dollos, TK 
6 Makolm Johnion WR Sr_—65— 213 Washington, DC 42 NikeTribe LB So 510.215 Chicago, 
85 _Antwon Jones NG Jr 63-267 Piqua, OH 98 Noah VanHook DE So 6:2 228 Englewood, CO. 
9% Jim Jones NG So 6:2 280 Chicago Ridge, It 22. Joy Vickers TR So 5-11 218 Tallahassee, FL 
55 _Shalon Jordon DE ik 63 250 Opelousas, LA %6 ChrisWociel PSS 207 Massilon, OH 
20. Byron Jomer FS 1188 ovine, KY 67 _ John Wagner OL 67 320 Cheshire, 7 
57 Rick Koczenski CS 64 258 Ee, PA 60 Anwoine Welingion {B  So 60 237 Memphis, IN 
“AL John Kenney WR Js 510180 Edmonds, WA 77 Brad Willams NG So 64 266 Orange, CA 
20_ Kevin Kopka Kk 57214 Hollywood, FL Tl JenyWine OL sk 6 295_‘Tuha, OK 
59° Mathew Kunz B Sr 60215 Las Vegas, NV Roster ond depth chart subject fo change oe 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Ron Powlus, Sr/Jarious Jackson, Jr 
TB Autry Denson, Jr/Clement Stokes, Sr 
FB Joey Goodspeed, So/Jamie Spencer, Jr 


FL Bobby Brown, Jr/Raki Nelson, So 


LE Melvin Dansby, Sr/Kurt Belisle, Sr 


NG Lance Legree, So/Antwon Jones, Jr 
RE Corey Bennett, Sr/Shelton Jordan, Jr 
OLB _ Lamont Bryant, Jr/Bill Mitoulas, Sr 


SE Malcolm Johnson, Sr/Jay Johnson, So 


LB Jimmy Friday, Jr/Ronnie Nicks, So 


TE Dan O'Leary, So/John Cerasani, Jr 


LT Mike Doughty, Sr/ 


LG Mike Rosenthal, Jr/Rob Mowl, So 


C Rick Kaczenski, Sr/John Merandi, So 


Petitgout, ‘Sr 


LB Bobbie Howard, Jr/Joe Thomas, Jr 
OLB Kory Minor, Jr/Mario Strayhorn, Jr 


CB Allen Rossum, : Sr/Ty Goode, Sr 
CB Ivory Covington, Sr/Deveron Harper, So 


RG Jerry Wisne, Jr/Tim Ridder, Jr 


SS Benny Guilbeaux, Jr/A‘Joni Sanders, Jr 


RT Chris s Clevenger, Sr/Tim Ridder, Jr 


FS Jarvis Edison, Sr/Deke Cooper, So 


PK Scott Cengia, Sr/Jim Sanson, So 


P Hunter Smith, Jr/Chris Wachtel, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


consistent kicking game remains 
one of coach Bob Davie’s top 
priorities. 

Sophomore Jim Sanson, last year’s 
third-leading scorer, expects to remove 
any doubts Davie or Notre Dame fans 
have about him. “It’s my job to lose,” 
says Sanson. 

But junior Kevin Kopka and senior 
Scott Cengia may disagree. Davie will 
choose from one of the three, but may 
not decide until Regis Philbin shows up 
for the campus pep rally the eve before 
the opener. 

“We may go down to the Friday 
before Georgia Tech before we know,” 
Davie says. 

Sanson refuses to lose faith. But then 
he has had plenty of practice persevering 
since last winter. Sanson received death 
threats after missing an extra point against 
USC in the season finale that cost the Irish 
a bowl game. “I’m OK talking about that,” 
says Sanson, who also received piles of 
support letters. “That's in the past.” 

He prefers to focus on a future that 
includes a looser atmosphere around the 
practice field. 

“I don’t want this to sound bad against 
Coach (Lou) Holtz or anything, but every 
day was real businesslike, a real pressure 
situation,” Sanson said. “With Coach 
Davie, there’s excitement, but we're 
relaxed and having fun.” 

¢ Davie named quarterback Ron 
Powlus, tackle Melvin Dansby and corner- 
back/kick returner Allen Rossum team 
captains ... Running back Clement 
Stokes, who has been in and out of acade- 
mic hot water, made a strong bid as Autry 
Denson’s backup last spring ... New Irish 
assistants include quarterbacks coach Mike 
Sanford, running backs coach Desmond 
Robinson, defensive coordinator Greg 
Mattison, and offensive coordinator Jim 
Colletto. 

¢ Davie threw out the old offensive ter- 
minology and began with an entirely new 
vocabulary ... Freshman outside linebacker 
Hugh Holmes rates as one of the sleepers 
of the incoming class who could make a 
quick impact ... Based on the consistency 
he showed last spring, junior punter 
Hunter Smith could receive preseason All- 
America consideration ... Denson and 
upstart receiver Bobby Brown grew up two 
blocks apart in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

— David Haugh 
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The Chains Are Off Powlus 


verheard during a conversation 
O by two fans watching Ron 

Powlus run the Notre Dame 
offense during drills last spring: 

DOMER NO. 1: “Boy, he sure 
looks different.” 

DOMER NO. 2: “Yeah, look how 
much smoother he throws and stronger 
he sets up.” 

DOMER NO. 1: “Amazing what tak- 
ing off the shackles can do.” 

Amazing indeed. 

Ron Powlus, who seems to have 
hung around Notre Dame longer than 
some tenured professors, returns for a 
fifth season of pomp and circumstance. 
But take down the old posters. Erase the 
old videotape. Purge the old memories. 

The Powlus who set virtually all of 
Notre Dame’s passing records in his first 
three seasons as a starter left campus 
when Lou Holtz resigned. The Powlus 
who takes the field Sept. 6 in the home 
opener against Georgia Tech feels freer 
than a released parolee. 

“My enthusiasm is off the charts,” 
Powlus says. “It’s new. It’s a challenge. 
It’s what life is all about.” 

Powlus has met his share of chal- 
lenges. Besides his well-chronicled bro- 


ken collarbone as a freshman and bro- 
ken left humerus as a junior, Powlus 
daily faced the rigors of playing in a 
Holtz-offense that he fit into as well as 
his high school letter jacket. He sur- 
vived, but he struggled. 

So Powlus thought nothing of 
acknowledging as much at a news con- 
ference after last season. With new 
coach Bob Davie by his side, Powlus told 
everyone that had Holtz returned, he 
would not have. 

Some viewed the declaration as 
ungrateful. He meant no disrespect, 
however. 

Adding new offensive coordinator 
dim Colletto, Purdue’s former head 
coach, to the mix excites Powlus. Col- 
letto promises a dropback philosophy 
blending in play-action and the tradi- 
tional Notre Dame running game. 

And now, Powlus believes even more 
that you will see a quarterback who truly 
deserves to be on the covers of national 
magazines, in your living rooms every 
Saturday. 

“I can be a different quarterback 
because it’s a different system,” he says. 
“Sure it’s a challenge, but that’s why I 
love football.” Q 


off the ball,” Jordan said. “Our whole 
defense revolves around the defensive 
line’s ability to get off the ball. We have 
that responsibility.” 

They have that defensive mentality, 
too. What the linemen lack in girth, they 
make up for with gumption. 

“We’re a small defensive line, but our 
quickness helps and we play an uptempo 
defense that lets us fly to the ball,” Jordan 
said. “We can make something happen. 
We can play with emotion. There are 
more blitzes than ever before. It helps us 
open things up.” 

But who will close things up when 
the holes widen as they inevitably will 
against the likes of Michigan, USC and 
Louisiana State? 

Last season, linebackers Lyron Cob- 
bin and Kinnon Tatum applied more tat- 
toos than a skin artist. Both graduated, 
leaving junior Bobbie Howard and a cast 
of other unproven underclassmen to vie 
for the other inside spot. One of the top 


contenders may be freshman Grant Irons, 
the consensus prep All-American many 
expect to play immediately. The likely 


early-season starter will be Jimmy Friday, 
a sophomore who impressed coaches 
with his lateral quickness. 

At outside linebacker, junior Kory 
Minor gives the Irish the type of dominat- 
ing player who can erase many of the 
mistakes of inexperience. Minor, with 
track speed and truck force, causes 


_~ 


RON POWLUS, WHO SEEMS TO HAVE HUNG 

AROUND NOTRE DAME LONGER THAN SOME 

TENURED PROFESSORS, RETURNS FOR A FIFTH 

SEASON OF POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 


more confusion to running backs than 
physics class. 

“It’s time for me to be a leader, have 
the leadership role and help the guys 
through,” says Minor, who thinks he can 
get even better. “I definitely need work. 
I'm not the player that I want to be, but 
I'm working to get there.” 

Plenty of work remains for Minor, for 
his defensive teammates, for the 
groundskeepers around Notre Dame Sta- 
dium, for Davie in his first season as a 
head football coach. 

Consider nearly everything surround- 
ing the Notre Dame football program this 
season a work in progress. 

A construction zone, indeed. 

“Everything is a little more uptempo,” 
center Rick Kaczenski says. “Everybody’s 
real excited. A lot of times, people don’t 
like change. But we're excited about it 
more than anybody.” 

Everybody but his coach. 

— David Haugh 
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toward her certification as an : 
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National Schedules 


ACC 


CLEMSON 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Noy. 
Nov. 


6 
13 
20 
27 

4 
MW 
25 

1 

8 


mS 
. 22 


. 13 
. 20 
yA 


4 
inl 


. 18 
Hee) 


8 


. 15 
miee 


Appalachian Stote 
at N.C. State 
Florida State 

at Georgia Tech 
Texas-£l Paso 
Virginia 

at Maryland 

at Woke Forest 
Duke 

North Carolina 
at South Carolina 


N.C. State 

ot Northwestern 
Army 

Navy 

at Maryland 
Floride State 

at Virginia 
Woke Forest 

at Clemson 
Georgia Tech 
at North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov 


Noy. 


6 
13 
20 

4 
Nn 
18 
25 

1 

8 


AAS 


Nov. 


22 


at Southern California 
Maryland 

at Clemson 
Miomi 

at Duke 

Georgia Tech 

at Virginia 

N.C. State 

at North Carolina 
Wake Forest 

at Florida 


GEORGIA TECH 


6 


. 20 


27 
4 
i 
18 
30 
8 


Rete 
. 22 
ee: 


at Notre Dame 
ot Wake Fores! 
Clemson 

at Boston College 
N.C. State 

at Florida State 
North Carolina 
at Virginia 

at Duke 
Maryland 
Georgia 


MARYLAND 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


6 
13 
20 
27 

4 
VW 
18 
25 

1 

8 
22 


Ohio 

at Florida State 
North Carolina 
at Temple 
Duke 

West Virginia 
‘at Wake Forest 
Clemson 
Virginia 

ot N.C. State 
at Georgia Tech 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct, 
Od. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Linpy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


6 
13 
20 
27 

4 
in 
18 
30 

8 
15 
22 


Indiana 
Stonford 

at Maryland 
Virginia 

at TCU 
Wake Forest 
at N.C. State 
at Georgia Tech 
Florida State 
at Clemson 
Duke 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


. 30 at Syracuse 
6 atDuke 
. 13 Clemson 
. 20 Northern lilinois 
. 27 at Woke Forest 
11 at Georgia Tech 
18 North Carolina 
1 at Florida State 
8 Maryland 
15. Virginia 
. 22 East Carolina 


VIRGINIA 

Sept. 4 Auburn 

Sept. 13 Richmond 
Sept. 27 at North Carolina 
Oct, 4 Wake Forest 
Oct. 11 ot Clemson 
Oct. 18 Duke 

Oct, 25 Florida State 
Noy, 1 at Maryland 
Nov. 8 Georgia Tech 
Nov, 15 at N.C. State 
Noy. 29 Virginia Tech 


WAKE FOREST 

Sept. 6 Northwestern 
Sept. 13 at East Carolina 
Sept. 20 Georgia Tech 
Sept. 27 N.C. State 

Oct, 4 at Virginia 

Oct. 11 at North Carolina 
Oct. 18 Maryland 

Oct. 25 at Duke 

Nov, 1 Clemson 

Nov. 8 ot Rutgers 

Nov. 15 at Florido State 


BIG EAST 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
Sept. 6 at Temple 
Sept. 13° West Virginia 
Sept. 20 at Rutgers 
Sept. 27 Cincinnati 
Oct, 4 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 11 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 18 Miami 
Oct, 25 at Notre Dame 
Nov. Pittsburgh 
Nov. at Syracuse 
Army 


at Baylor 
Arizona State 
at Pittsburgh 
West Virginia 
at Florida State 
at Boston College 
Temple 
Arkansas State 
at Virginia Tech 

. 15 Rutgers 

29 Syracuse 


PITTSBURGH 

Avg. 30 SW louisiana 
Sept. 6 at Penn Stole 
Sept. 13° ot Houston 
Sept. 18 Miami 

Oct. 4 at Temple 

Oct. 11 Notre Dame 
Oct, 25 at Rutgers 
Nov. 1 at Boston College 
Nov. 15 Syracuse 

Noy, 22 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 28 at West Virginia 


RUTGERS 

. 30. Virginio Tech 
6 at Texas 

. 13° at Navy 

. 20. Boston College 
4 at West Virginio 
9 Syracuse 

. 18 atArmy 

. 25 Pittsburgh 
1 at Temple 
8 Wake Forest 
15 at Miami 


SYRACUSE 
. 24 Wisconsin*® 
. 30 N.C. State 
6 at Oklchoma 
13 at Virginio Tech 
. 20 Tulane 
4 East Carolina 
9 atRutgers 
18 Temple 
1 West Virginia 
8 Boston College 
. 15 at Pittsburgh 
. 29° at Miami 
* Kickolf Classic, Eost Rutherford, NJ 


TEMPLE 


Aug. 28 at Western Michigan 


Sept. 6 Boston College 
Sept. 13 at Penn State 
Sept. 20 Virginia Tech 
Sept. 27 Maryland 

Oct, 4 Pittsburgh 

Oct, 18 at Syracuse 
Oct. 25 at Miami 

Nov. 1 Rutgers 

Nov. 8 at Navy 

Nov. 15 at West Virginia 


VIRGINIA TECH 
. 30 at Rutgers 
. 13° Syracuse 
. 20 atTemple 
. 27 Arkansas State 
4 Miami (OH) 
. 11 Boston College 
. 25 at West Virginia 
1 UAB 
8 Miami 
. 22 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 29 at Virginia 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Aug. 30 Marshall 
Sept. 6 East Carolina 
Sept, 13 at Boston College 
Sept. 27 at Miami 

Oct, 4 Rulgers 

Oct, 11 at Maryland 
Oct. 25 Virginia Tech 
Noy. 1 at Syracuse 
Nov. 15 Temple 

Nov. 22 at Notre Dame 
Noy, 28 Pittsburgh 


BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS 
6 Southern Mississippi 
. 13 at Louisville 
. 20 Washington State 
. 27 otlowa 
4 Penn State 
11 at Wisconsin 
. 25 Purdue 
at Indiona 
Northwestern 
al Ohio State 
Michigan Stote 


INDIANA 
6 at North Carolina 
. 13 Ball State 
. 20 Kentucky 
. 27 at Wisconsin 
4 Michigan 
11 Michigan State 
18 at Ohio State 
. 25 atlowa 
1 Illinois 
15. at Minnesota 
22 Purdue 


Northern lowa 

13° Tulsa 

20. at lowa State 
. 27 Mhlinois 

4 at Ohio State 

18 at Michigon 
. 25  Indiona 

1 Purdue 

8 at Wisconsin 
. 15 at Northwestern 
. 22 Minnesota 


MICHIGAN 

Sept. 13 Colorado 
Sept. 20 Baylor 
Sept. 27 Notre Dame 
Oct. 4 atlndiano 
Oct. 11 Northwestern 
Oct. 18 lowa 

Oct. 25 at Michigan State 
Nov. 1 Minnesota 
Nov. 8 at Penn State 
Noy. 15 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 22 Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE 
6 Western Michigan 
. 13 Memphis 
. 20 at Notre Dame 
4 Minnesota 
11. at Indiona 
18 at Northwestern 
. 25 Michigan 
1 Ohio State 
8 at Purdue 
. 22 atillinois 
. 29 Penn State 


MINNESOTA 

Aug. 30 at Hawaii 
Sept. 13  lowa State 
Sept. 20 at Memphis 
Sept. 27 Houston 

Oct, 4 at Michigan State 
Oct. 11 Purdue 

Oct, 18 at Penn State 
Oct, 25 Wisconsin 
Nov, 1 at Michigan 
Nov. 8 Ohio State 
Nov. 15 Indiana 

Nov. 22 at lowa 


NORTHWESTERN 
Aug. 23 Oklahoma* 
Sept. 6 ot Woke Forest 
Sept. 13 Duke 

Sept. 20 Rice 

Sept. 27 ot Purdue 
Oct. 4 Wisconsin 
Oct. 11 ot Michigan 
Oct. 18 Michigan State 
Oct, 25 at Ohio State 
Nov, 1 Penn State 
Nov. 8 atlllinois 
Noy. 15 lowa 

* Pigskin, Chicago, Il 


OHIO STATE 
Aug. 28 Wyoming 
. 13 Bowling Green 
. 20 Arizona 
. 27 at Missouri 
4 lowa 
11 at Penn State 
18 Indiona 
. 25 Northwestern 
1 at Michigan State 
8 atMinnesoto 
. 15. Illinois 
22 at Michigan 


PENN STATE 
Sept, 6 Pittsburgh 
Sept. 13 Temple 
Sept. 20 at Louisville 
Oct. 4 atlilinois 
Oct. 11 Ohio State 
Oct. 18 Minnesota 
Noy. 1 at Northwestern 
8 Michigan 

. 15 at Purdue 

. 22 Wisconsin 

. 29. at Michigan State 


at Toledo 
. 13 Notre Dame 
. 20 Ball State 
. 27 Northwestern 
11 at Minnesota 
18 Wisconsin 
. 25 atillinois 
1 atlowa 
. 8 Michigan State 
. 15 Penn State 
Nov. 22 at Indiona 


WISCONSIN 

Aug. 24 ys, Syracuse* 
Sept. 6 Boise State 
Sept. 13 at San Jose State 
Sept, 20 San Diego State 
Sept, 27 Indiana 

Oct. 4 at Northwestern 
Oct. 11 Illinois 

Oct, 18 ot Purdue 

Oct, 25 at Minnesota 
Nov, 8 lowa 

Nov. 15 Michigan 


Noy. 22 at Penn State 
* Kickoff Classic, Eost Rutherford, NJ 


BIG 12 


BAYLOR 

Aug. 30 Miami 

Sept. 6 at Fresno State 
Sept, 20 at Michigan 
Oct, 4 Texas Tech 
Oct. 11 Nebraska 
Oct. 18 at Oklchoma 
Oct. 25 at lows State 
Nov. 1 Texas 

Nov. 8 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 15 at Missouri 
Nov. 22 Oklahoma State 


COLORADO 
Sept. 6 Colorado State 
Sept. 13 of Michigan 


“Séptie2ZeeWyominge» 
Oct. Texas A&M 


Oct, at Oklahoma State 


Oct, Konsas 

Odi. at Texas 

Nov. Missouri 

Nov, ot lowa Sicle 
Nov. ‘at Kansas State 
Nov. Nebraska 


IOWA STATE 
6 atWyoming 
. 13° ot Minnesota 
. 20 lowa 
4° at Missouri 
11 at Texas A&M 
18 Oklahoma State 
. 25 Baylor 
1 atKansos 
8 Colorado 
. 15 at Nebraska 
. 22 Kansas State 


KANSAS 

Aug. 30 Kent 

Sept. 6 TCU 

Sept. 20 at Cincinnati 
Oct. 4 Oklchome 
Oct. 11 ot Texas Tech 
Oct. 18 at Colorado 
Oct. 25 Nebrosko 
Nov. 1 lowa State 
Noy. 8 atKansas Stole 
Nov. 15 at Texas 
Nov, 22 Missouri 


KANSAS STATE 
Sept. 6 at Northern lilinois 
Sept. 13 Ohio 

Sept. 27 Bowling Green 
Oct. 4 atNebraska 
Oct. 11 Missouri 

Oct. 18 Texas A&M 
Oct. 25 at Oklahoma 
Noy. | at Texas Tech 
Nov. 8 Kansas 

Nov. 15 Colorado 
Nov. 22 at lowo State 


MISSOURI 

Sept. 6 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 20 ot Tulsa 

Sept. 27 Ohio State 

Oct. 4 lowa State 

Oct. 11 at Kansas Stote 
Oct, 18 Texas 

Oct, 25 at Oklahoma State 
Nov, 1 atColorado 

Nov. 8 Nebraska 

Nov. 15 Baylor 

Nov. 22 at Kansas 


NEBRASKA 
Aug. 30 Akron 
Sept. 13 Central Florida 
Sept. 20 at Washington 
Oct, 4 Kansas State 
Oct. 11 at Baylor 
Oct, 18 Texes Tech 
25 at Kansas 
1 Oklahoma 
8 at Missouri 
15 lowa State 
27 al Colorado 


OKLAHOMA 

Aug. 23 vs. Northwestern* 
Sept. 6 Syracuse 
Sept. 20 at California 
Sept. 27 Lovisville 

Oct. 4 atKonsas 

Oct, 11 ot Texas 

Oct. 18 Baylor 

Oct. 25 Kansas State 
Nov. 1 at Nebrasko 
Nov. 8 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 15 Texas A&M 
Noy. 22 at Texas Tech 
* Pigtkin, Chicogo, It 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 
Sepl. 6 at Utch State 
Sept. 13 Fresno State 
Sept. 27 NE lovisiona 
Oct, 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct, 18 
Oct. 25 


at Rice 
‘ot Oklahoma State 


TEXAS A&M 

Sept. 6 Sam Houston 
Sept. 20 SW Lovisiana 
Sept. 27 ot North Texes 


TEXAS TECH 

Aug. 30 at Tennessee 
Sept. 13. SW Lovisiona 
Sept. 20 North Texa 


Indiana State 
cat Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
at Idaho 
Boise State 
ot Nevoda 
at Vanderbilt 
: ot Hawaii 
Nov. at Army 
Nov. Utch State 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


cat Arizona State 
Cal State-Northridge 
at Texas-£l Paso 

Cal Poly 

at Utoh State 
Arkansas Stote 
Nevada 

Idaho 

ot Boise State 


BOISE STATE 

. 30 Col StateNorthridge 
. 6 at Wisconsin 
. 13 at Central Michigan 
. 20 Weber State 
. 27 at Washington State 
. 11 at North Texas 

25 Louisicna Tech 

1 at Utoh State 
. 8 Nevada 
. 15 New Mexico State 
22 Idaho 


at Air Force 

i Portland State 
. 13 at California 
. 20 at Central Florida 
. 4 North Texas 
. 11 UC Devis 
. 18 at Nevada 
. 25 Utah State 

1 at Eastern Washington 
. 8 atNew Mexico State 
. 22 Boise State 


UTAH STATE 

Aug. 30 ot Utoh 

Sept. 6 Idaho State 
Sept. 13 Colorado State 
Sept. 27 New Mexico 
Oct. 3 of BYU 

Oct. 11 at Oregon State 
Oct. 18 New Mexico State 
Oct. 25 at idaho 

Nov. 1 Boise Stote 
Nov. 15 at Nevada 
Nov. 22 at North Texos 


NEVADA 

Avg. 30 ot Colorado State 
Sept. 6 UNIV 

Sept. 13 Oregon 

Sept. 20 at Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 27 at Toledo 

Oct. 11 Wyoming 

Oct. 18 Idcho 

Oct. 25 North Texas 

Nov. 1 at New Mexico Stote 
Nov. 8 at Boise Stote 
Nov. 15 Utah Stote 


SA 


CINCINNATI 
Avg. 28 Tulsa 
Sept. 6 at Tulane 
Sept. 20 Kansas 
Sept. 27 at Boston College 
Oct. 4 Memphis 
. 1b UAB 
. 18 at Houston 
. 25 at Miami (OH) 
Southern Mississippi 
louisville 
. 15 at East Carolina 


EAST CAROLINA 
Sept. 6 ot West Virginia 
Sept. 13 Wake Forest 
Sept. 20 South Carolina 
Oct. 4 at Syracuse 
Oct. 11 Southern Mississippi 
Oct. 18 ot Tulone 

Oct. 25 Memphis 
Nov. 1 at Louisville 
Nov. 8 at Houston 
Nov. 15 Cincinnati 
Nov. 22 at N.C. State 


een. 
Nov. 8 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 15 at Memphis 


MEMPHIS 
. 30 at Mississippi Stote 
. 6 UAB 
. 13. at Michigan State 
. 20 Minnesota 
. 4 atCincinnati 
11 Arkansas State 
|. 25 at East Carolina 


‘at Memphis 

at Arizona 
Jacksonville Stote 
at SW Lovisiona 
Western Kentucky 
at Cincinnati 

at Virginia Tech 
lovisiona Tech 
Tennessee Tech 
ot Arkansas State 


LOUISIANA TECH 
Aug. 30 Bowling Green 
Sept. 13 NE Lovisiona 
Sept. 20 Central Michigan 
Sept. 27 at Arkonsos* 
Oct. 4 Colifornia** 

. 11 at Auburn 
Arkanses Stote 
ot Boise State 
at Alaboma 
ot UAB 
at SW Lovisiana 


at Louisiana Tech 
at Georgia 
at Oklahome State 
Northwestern Stote 
ot Mississippi State 
, at Kentucky 
Nov. Central Florida 
Nov. Western Michigan 
Nov. at Hawaii 


. 30 at Nebraske 
Sept. 13 ot Miami (OH) 
Sept. 20 Bowling Green 
Sept. 27 at SU 
Oct. 4 Central Michigan 
Oct. 11 atMorsholl 
Oct. 18 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 25 Ohio 
Nov. 1 at Ball State 
Nov. 8 Kent 
Nov. 15 at Toledo 


BALL STATE 

Aug. 30 at Micmi (OH) 
Sept. 6 Jomes Madison 
Sept. 13 at Indiona 

Sept. 20 at Purdue 

Sept. 27 Marshall 

Oct. 4 at Western Michigan 
Oct. 11 at Eastern Michigon 
Oct. 18 Central Michigan 
Oct. 25 at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 1 Akron 

Nov. 8 Toledo 


BOWLING GREEN 
Aug. 30 ot Lovisiono Tech 
6 Miami (OH) 
at Ohio State 
at Akron 
at Kansas State 
Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 


Northern Illinois 
at Florida 

Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
Eastern Michigan 
at Akron 

Toledo 

at Ball State 

at Kent 

Marshall 

‘at Western Michigan 


FFLLLL LL ELE 


: 


RN MICHIGAN 
6 at Missouri 

13 at Toledo 

20 Kent 

27 at Central Michigan 
4 Ohio 

1) Ball Stote 

18 Akron 

25 . at Marshall 
Western Michigan 
Northern fllinois 

ct Central Florida 


FEFLLL LL KLE 


Roe 


5 
4 


at Ohio 
Youngstown State 
Morshall 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Cincinnati 

Miami [OH] 

at Western Michigan 
Central Michigan 
Bowling Green 

at Akron 

at Navy 


FFFLLLLET HE 


at West Virginia 

ot Army 

at Kent 

Western Illinois 

ot Ball State 

Akron 

at Miomi (OH) 
Eastern Michigan 
at Central Michigan 


PEELE 


2 


at Virginia Tech 
ot Kent 
Marshall 
Cincinnati 

at Toledo 

at Ohio 
Northern Illinois 


at Central Michigan 
Kansas State 
Western Michigan 
N.C. Stote 

at Bowling Green 
Vonderbilt 

at Toledo 

Ball Stote 

Ohio 

Eastern Michigan 
‘ot Miami (OH) 


Kent 

at Marylond 

ot Kansas Stole 
Buffalo 

Western Michigan 
ot Eastern Michigan 
Bowling Green 

at Akron 

at Northern Illinois 
Miami (OH) 

at Marshall 


Purdue 

Eastern Michigan 
at Western Michigan 
Nevada 

at Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 

at Bowling Green 
Miami (OH} 

at Ball Stote 

Akron 

at Central Florida 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Temple 
at Michigan State 
at Northern Illinois 
Toledo 
at Ohio 
Ball Stote 
at Bowling Green 
Kent 
at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. Central Michigan 
Nov. 15 at NE Louisiana 


PAC-10 


ARIZONA 

Sept. 4 at Oregon 
Sept. 13 UAB 

Sept. 20 ot Ohio State 


ARIZONA STATE 
Avg. 30 New Mexico State 


at Oregon State 
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National Schedules 


CALIFORNIA 

Sept, 6 at Houston 

Sept. 20 Oklahoma 

Sept. 27 Southern California 
Oct. 4 at Lovisiona Tech 
Oct. 11 Washington 

Oct. 18 at Washington State 
Oct. 25 at UCLA 

Nov. 1 Oregon State 
Nov. 8 Arizona State 
Nov. 15 at Arizona 

Nov. 22 at Stanford 


OREGON 

Sept Arizona 

Sept, ot Nevada 

Sept Fresno State 

Sept ot Stanford 

Oct Washington State 
Oct. UCIA 


Southern California 
8 at Washington 
. 15 at Arizona Stote 
. 22 Oregon State 


OREGON STATE 
Sept. 6 North Texos 
Sept. 20 Stanford 

Sept. 27 Arizona State 
Oct, 4 San Jose State 
Oct. 11 Utah Stote 
Oct. 18 at UCLA 

Oct, 25 Washington 
Nov. 1 at California 
Nov. 8 at Arizona 
Nov. 15 Southern California 
Nov. 22 at Oregon 


STANFORD 
Sept. 6 San Jose State 
Sept. 13 at North Caroling 
Sept. 20 at Oregon State 
Sept. 27 Oregon 
Oct. 4 Notre Dame 
Oct. 11 at Arizona 
18 Arizons State 
1 UCLA 
8 at Southern Californio 
15 at Washington State 
22° California 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sept. 6 Florida State 
Washington State 

Sept at Colifornia 

Oct. UNLY 

Oct, at Arizona State 

Oct at Notre Dome 

Oct. Oregon 

Nov, at Washington 

Nov Stonford 

Nov. at Oregon State 
UCLA 


Tennessee 

at Texas 

Arizona 

Houston 

at Oregon 

Oregon State 
California 

at Stanford 

at Washington Stote 
Washington 

at Southern California 
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WASHINGTON 

Sept. 6 at BYU 

Sept. 13 San Diego State 
Sept. 20 Nebraska 

Oct. 4 Arizona Stote 
Oct. 11 at Califomia 

Oct. 18 at Arizona 

Oct. 25 at Oregon Stote 
Nov, 1 Southern California 
Nov. 8 Oregon 

Nov. 15 ot UCLA 

Noy. 22 Washington Stote 


WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept. 13 at Southern California 
Sept. 20 at Illinois 

Sep!. 27 Boise State 

Oct. 4 atOregon 

Oct, 11 SW lovisiona 
Oct. 18 California 

Oct. 25 Arizona 

Noy ot Arizona State 
Noy. UCLA 

Nov. Stonford 

Nov ot Washington 


SEC 


ALABAMA 

Aug. 30 Houston® 

Sept. 1] at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 20 Arkansas 

Sept. 27 Southern Mississippi* 
Oct. 4 atKentucky 

Oct, 18 Tennessee’ 

Oct. 25 at Mississippi 
Nov. 1 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 8 LSU 

Nov. 15 Mississippi Stote 
Nov. 22 at Auburn 

* Birmingham, AL 
ARKANSAS 

Sept. 6 NE Lovisiona 
Sept. 13 at SMU 

Sept. 20 at Alabama 
Sept. 27 Louisiana Tech* 
Oct. 4 atFloride 

Oct. 18 South Carolina* 
Oct. 25 Auburn 

Nov, 6 at Mississippi 
Nov. 15  Tennessee* 

Nov. 22 Mississippi State 
Nov. 28 at ISU 

* Litle Rock, AR 


AUBURN 

Sept. 4 at Virginio 

Sept. 13 Mississippi 

Sept. 20. ot LSU 

Sept. 27 Central Florida 
Oct, 4 at South Corolina 
Oct. 11 Louisiona Tech 
Oct. 18 Florida 

Oct. 25 at Arkansas 
Nov. 1 Mississippi State 
Nov. 15 at Georgia 

Nov, 22 Alabama 


FLORIDA 
Aug. 30 Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 6 Central Michigan 
Sept. 20 Tennessee 
Sept. 27 at Kentucky 
Oct. 4 Arkansas 
Oct. 11 at ISU 
18 at Auburn 
1 vs. Georgia® 
8 Vanderbilt 
15 at South Carolina 
22 Florida Stote 
* Jocksoewille, FL 


GEORGIA 

Avg. 30 Arkansas State 
Sept. 13 South Carolina 
Sept. 20 NE Louisicna 
Oct. 4 Mississippi State 
Oct. 11 at Tennessee 
Oct. 18 at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 25 Kentucky 

Nov. 1 vs. Florida* 
Nov. 15 Auburn 

Nov. 22 at Mississippi 


Nov. 29 at Georgia Tech 
* Jocksonvile, FL 


KENTUCKY 
30 Louisville 
6 at Mississippi State 
20 at Indiona 
27 Florida 
4 Alabama 
11 at South Carolina 
18 NE Lovisiona 
25 at Georgio 
1 Su 
15. ot Vonderbilt 
22 Tennessee 


Texas-El Paso 
ot Mississippi State 
Auburn 
Akron 
at Vonderbilt 
Florida 
Mississippi 
at Kentucky 
at Aloboma 
15 Notre Dome 
Nov. 28 Arkansas 


MISSISSIPPI 

Aug. 30 Central Florida 
Sept. 6 SMU 

Sept. 13 at Auburn 
Sept. 27 Vanderbilt 
Oct. 4 at Tennessee 
Oct. 18 at SU 

Oct. 25 Alabama 
Nov, 6 Arkansas 
Nov. 15 at Tulane 
Nov, 22 Georgia 
Nov, 29 at Mississippi Stote 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
30 Memphis 
6 Kentucky 
13. LSU 
27 South Carolina 
4 at Georgia 
11 NE Lovisiona 
25 Central Florida 
1 ot Auburn 
15 at Alaboma 
22 at Arkonsos 
29 Mississippi 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Sept. 6 Cenjral Florido 
Sept, 13 at Georgia 
Sept. 20 at East Caroline 
Sept. 27 ot Mississippi State 
Oct 4 Auburn 

Oct. 11 Kentucky 

Oct. 18 ot Arkansos* 
Oct. 25 Vanderbilt 

Nov. | at Tennessee 
Nov. 15 Florida 


Nov. 22 Clemson 
* Uitte Rock, AR 


TENNESSEE 
Aug. 30 Texas Tech 
Sept. 6 of UCIA 
Sept. 20 at Florida 
Oct. 4 Mississippi 
Oct. 11 Georgia 
18 ot Alobomo* 
1 South Carolina 
8 Southern Mississippi 
15. at Arkansas** 
22 at Kentucky 
Nov. 29 Vanderbilt 


* Birminghom, AL ** litle Rock, AR 


VANDERBILT 
Aug. 30 North Texes 
1] Alabamo 
t. 20 TCU 
27 at Mississippi 
4 WU 
11 at Northern Illinois 
18 Georgia 
ot South Carolina 
ot Florida 
Kentucky 
ot Tennessee 


AIR FORCE 

Avg. 30 Idcho 

Sept. 6 atRice 

Sept. 13. UNLV 

Sept. 20 ot Colorado Stote 
Sept. 27 San Diego State 
Oct. 4 Citadel 

Oct. 11 at Novy 

Oct. 18 Fresno State 

Oct. 25 at Son Jose Stote 
Nov. 1 ot Hawaii 

Nov. 8 Army 

Nov. 15 Wyoming 


Washington 
at Arizona Stote 
ot SMU 
Utah Stote 
ot Rice 
Hawaii 
TCU 
ot Texas-£l Paso 
Tulsa 
15 at New Mexico 
22° Utch 


COLORADO STATE 
Aug. 30 Nevada 

Sept. 6 at Colorado 
Sept. 13 at Utah State 
Sept. 20 Air Force 

Oct. 4 Howaii 

Oct. 11 ot Son Jose Stote 
Oct. 18 atWyoming 

Oct. 25 Tulsa 

Nov. 1 at UNLV 

Nov. 8 Fresno State 
Nov, 22 at San Diego Siate 


FRESNO STATE 

Aug. 30 Portland State 
Sept. 6 Baylor 

Sept. 13 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 20 at Oregon 

Oct. 4 Utah 

Oct. 11 at Hawaii 

Oct. 18 at Air Force 

Oct, 25 UNLV 

Nov. at San Jose State 
Nov. at Colorado Stote 
Nov. San Diego State 
Nov Wyoming 


Minnesota 
Wyoming 

ot UNLV 

at Colorado State 
Fresno State 

ot BYU 

San Diego Stote 
Air Force 

at San Jose State 
NE Louisiana 
Notre Dome 


NEW MEXICO 

30 Northern Arizona 
6 New Mexico State 

13 ot Texas El Poso 

. 27 at Utah Stote 

4 SMU 

11 at San Diego State 

18 Rice 

25 at Utch 
1 of TCU 

15 BYU 

22. Tulsa 


Air Force 
13° at Tulane 
20 at Northwestern 
27 Texes 
4 atTulsa 
11 BYU 
18 at New Mexico 
1 ot SMU 
8 TCU 
15 at Utoh 
Nov. 22 Texasl Poso 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
6 Navy 
13 at Washington 
20 at Wisconsin 
. 27 at Air Force 
4 at Arizona 
11 New Mexico 
18 UNLV 
. 25 at Hawaii 
1 at Wyoming 
8 San Jose State 
. 15 at Fresno State 
22 Colorado State 


SAN JOSE STATE 
6 at Stanford 
. 13 Wisconsin 
20 at Wyoming 
4 at Oregon State 
11 Colorado Stote 
18 at Texas£l Paso 
25 Air Force 
Fresno State 
at Son Diego State 
Hawaii 
at UNLV 


at Mississippi 
Arkensos 
Navy 

BYU 

at New Mexico 
ot Utah 
Wyoming 
Rice 

Texas! Paso 
ot Tulsa 

ot TCU 


at Kansas 

Utah 

at Vanderbilt 
North Carolina 
ot UNLV 

Tulsa 

at BYU 

New Mexico 
at Rice 

at Texas-£! Paso 
SMU 


ot Cincinnati 

at lowa 

Missouri 

Rice 

Texas-El Paso 

ot TCU 

ot Colorado State 


Nov. 8 otBYU 
Nov. 15 SMU 
Nov. 22 ct New Mexico 


UNLV 

Sept. 6 of Nevado 
Sept. 13 at Air Force 
Sept. 20 Hawaii 
Sept. 27 Illinois Stote 


Oct. at Southern Californic 


Oct, TCU 

Oct at San Diego State 
at Fresno State 
Colorado State 
at Wyoming 
Son Jose State 


Utoh State 

at Lovisville 

at TCU 
Texos€l Paso 
at Fresno State 
SMU 


Oct, 25 New Mexico 


Nov. 15 Rice 


TEXAS-EL PASO 

6 aot LSU 

13° New Mexico 

20 at Utch 

27 New Mexico State 
4 atClemson 

11 ot Tulsa 

18 San Jose State 
1 BYU 
8 of SMU 

15 TCU 

22 at Rice 


WYOMING 

Aug. 28 at Ohio State 
Sept. 6 lowo Stole 
Sept. 13 at Hawaii 
Sept. 20 Son Jose State 


Oct. 4 Montana 
Oct, 11 at Nevada 


Nov. & UNIV 
Nov. 15 at Air Force 
Nov. 22 at Fresno State 


1997 


Th Farol 5 #1 College Football 


“T wouldn’t go into 
| a recruiting year 
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RECRUITING 
PACKAG 


Information P@ 


without my copy 
of PrepStar 
Magazine.” 

— Joe Hubbard, 
USC Football 


“T have found 
your magazine 
to be really 


helpful and < - 
ewes #2 Mid-Season Report (Oct 
of recruiting 4 #3 JUCO Report (Nov) 


information.” ’ #4 Recruiting Kick-off (Dec) 


— Bob LaCivita, Aubrun Football ite 

#5 Top 350 Update (Jan) 
“You do a super job in covering the nation’s top high | #6 Pre-Signing Date 
school prospects from preseason to signing day,” rs » Magazine (Jan) 
— David Hansburg, Northwestern Football j 


fae #7 Recruiting Re-Cap 
“PrepStar magazine is truly a well done and very — Magazine (Mar) 


impressive publication.” 
— Bill Conley, Ohio State Football RECRUITING 
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“You'll LOVE PrepStar magazine!” 
— Mike Sanford, Notre Dame, Football 
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Favorite College: _____ Daytime Telephone: 

Please make payment payable to : PrepStar, 22647 Ventura Blyd., #359, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 1 -800-600-751 8 
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SPEED AND SIZE.SIZE AND SPEED. 

In football, you'd better have one. And youd better have the other. 

That's basically how recruiting works: Go find guys with size and 
speed, Fast is a lot better than slow. Big is a lot better than small. 

Big and fast beats small and slow almost every time. And so as we take 
a look at the Top 25 recruiting classes of 1997, as selected by SuperPrep 
recruiting guru Allen Wallace, we'll see how teams got faster and bigger. 
(Conference ratings may not agree with national ratings due to different expert opinions) 


1, FLORIDA STATE 


THE SEMINOLES WOULD HAVE BEEN NO. 1 EVEN WITHOUT THE LATE 
signing of the nation’s top running back, Travis Minor, who chose FSU over LSU, 
Florida and Notre Dame four days after signing day. Although Minor is a huge 
catch, the true strength of ihe Seminoles’ class resides in the defensive line, 
where they signed three of the fop nine players in the country. Bobby Bowden 
even signed a superb kicker, Sebastian Janikowski, who turned down over a 
million dollars fo play pro soccer in Poland. 

THE SIZE: Jamal Reynolds and David Warren are among the top defensive 
linemen entering college football next year, Reynolds was a dominant prep defen- 
sive end with 173 tackles as a senior. If Reynolds wasn’t the best high school 
defensive lineman, it was Warren, the Texas Class 5A state player of the year. 

THE SPEED: Minor is one of the best prep running backs ever to come out 
of Baton Rouge. He averaged nearly nine yards per carry as a senior and scored 
47 TDs. He goes to FSU from the same high school as Warrick Dunn, and could 
pick up where Dunn left off. Strong safety Derrick Gibson is as good as anyone 
in the country, and the Seminoles’ ability fo get him from the hometown Hurri- 
canes is another reason they ended up No. 1. 


2. PENN STATE 


JOE PATERNO RULES THE HEARTS OF PENNSYLVANIA FOOTBALL FANS 
and usually has his pick of in-state prep talent. The Nittany Lions signed six of the 
state's nine best fo follow up last year's national-best class. After signing a top 
quarterback and good defensive line group last year, the strength of this class lies 
in offensive linemen, tight ends and linebackers. Five of the offensive line signees 
were All-America selections. 

THE SIZE: Kareem McKenzie (6-6, 330) is the marquee name in the offen- 
sive line group, which has a quartet of featured attractions. He was the last of 
the five to commit, choosing PSU over Michigan. Linebackers Ron Graham (6- 
3, 240), LaVar Arrington (6-4, 225) and Joe McKinney (6-3, 238) should 
have no trouble fitting in at Linebacker U. 

THE SPEED: Running back Omar Easy was considered the No. 1 prospect 
at any position in the Northeast. Defensive back/RB James Boyd was a first- 
team USA Today All-America selection. The Nittany Lions won receiver Sam 
Crenshaw in a battle with Ohio State. 


3. FLORIDA 


WINNING IS THE ULTIMATE RECRUITING TOOL, AND THE GATORS’ 
national championship is attractive even to those who don’t like coach Steve 
Spurrier’s flamboyant style and comments. Spurrier’s dedication to the Gators 
shows commitment. He commands a confidence among recruits that is unsur- 
passed. Spurrier’s high-point offense draws the attention of receivers, and Florida 
signed three of the fop 11 in the country. It is a haul that may be the best ever by 
one school at the position. Other than running back, which will likely be a focus 
next year, all positions were taken care of nicely. 

THE SIZE: Defensive lineman Gerard Warren was a huge signing-day gift for 
the Gators. He could see playing time at tackle right away after leading his high 
school to three straight state titles and wrapping up quarterbacks for 36 career sacks. 
Fellow defensive-liner Thaddeus Bullard also could make a quick impression. 

THE SPEED: Travis Taylor could be the fastest of the five receivers Florida 
signed. The best, as far as prep stardom and potential go, are Steve Shipp and 
Darrell Jackson. 
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4, MICHIGAN 


LLOYD CARR'S WOLVERINES HAVE MORE THAN A REGIONAL IMPACT, 
which broadens the number of stars from which to choose. Michigan signed kids 
from 12 states, ranging from New Jersey through Tennessee, Louisiana and all 
the way to California. The bulk of the class is on the offensive line, which boasts 
four star-quality players. Although Texas defensive end Grant Irons chose not to 
follow his brother, Jarrett, fo Michigan and went to Nore Dame instead, the 
Wolverines can plug the interior gaps with defensive lineman Maurice Williams. 

THE SIZE: Williams is considered one of the top 50 players in the nation. 
Linebackers Jake Frysinger, Eric Brackins and Anthony Jordan give Carr one of 
the nation’s best incoming trios at the position. 

THE SPEED: California running back Pat McCall is one of the fastest any- 
where and leads a strong group of ballcarriers that is rounded out by Anthony 
Thomas, Ray Jackson and Demetrius Smith. A quartet of defensive backs, led by 
DeWayne Patmon, also should be a strength into the next century. 


5. COLORADO 


BUFFS COACH RICK NEUHEISEL CAN SEAL A DEAL AND TANTALIZE A 
recruit’s mind better than anyone. His desire to bring every good ballplayer pos- 
sible fo Boulder, combined with his personality and great on-field success, is 
very effective. Neuheisel convinced receiver Cedric Cormier that Colorado was 
beffer for him than the home state Texas Longhorns, and did the same with Ari- 
Zona lineman Erin Huizingh, stealing him from Arizona State. Neuheisel, who 
played at UCLA, recruits California — especially the San Diego area — as well 
as anyone in the Pac-10. 

THE SIZE: Offensive lineman Victor Rogers is enormous (6-7, 308) and 
agile enough to average a double-double on the basketball court. He'll likely be 
penciled into the second string before a 1997 snap is made. Huizingh and 
Andre Gurode are similarly talented offensive line prospects. Linebacker Ty Gre- 
gorak has the size and strength to follow the footsteps of Butkus Award winner 
Mait Russell, but could eventually wind up in a three-point stance. 

THE SPEED: Cormier will zip through the thin air of Boulder after hauling in 
passes with headline ability. Roman Hollowell is likely to step in returning kicks 
with flair, and defensive backs Albus Brooks and Nate Wright Jr. should have 
early impacts. 


6. ALABAMA 


THE CRIMSON TIDE WENT THROUGH THE RECRUITING PROCESS 
methodically without much attention until it landed superstar defensive lineman 
Kenny Smith, Smith wanted to go to Florida originally, but his father was one of 
the people with whom Steve Spurrier did not connect. So Alabama accepted his 
signature to headline a solid class and gain recognition. The class is strong at 
defensive back and running back, and the O-line group can hold its own with the 
nation’s best. There is question ot quarterback. None were signed last year and 
this year's signee, Andrew Zow, is coming off an ACL tear and a wing-T offense. 

THE SIZE: Smith (6-4, 290) from Meridian, Miss., leads a five-headed 
defensive line group that is among the nation’s besi. He was the state defensive 
player of the year affer totaling 172 tackles and 10 sacks, 

THE SPEED: Defensive back Chris Reier is one of three players from Jack- 
sonville’s dominant Bolles program. He should earn early playing time at cor- 
ner, where he picked off 10 passes in high school. 


7. TEXAS 


THE LONGHORNS ARE BACK IN THE RACE FOR THE NATION’S ELITE. 
Even though !heir group of signees is stellar, it could have been phenomenal if it 
had been able fo hold onto Cedric Cormier (Colorado), David Warren (FSU) and 
John Norman (Texas Tech). There's a good chance that running back Darnell 
McDonald is lost to a huge signing bonus from major league baseball. Still, John 
Mackovic londed some fine talent that should help Texas remain the king of the 
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Big 12 South Division 

THE SIZE: Lineman Leonard Davis is one of the biggest incoming freshmen 
in the nation at 6-5, 350 pounds. And he's still growing. He could end up on 
either line and has been compared to Ohio State's Orlando Pace, 

THE SPEED: Tallback Hodges Mitchell and fullback DeAndre Lewis give the 
Longhorns a home-grown backfield better than most. Joe Walker could play 
corner or safety and has the ability to hit hard and run fast 


8. TENNESSEE 


ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION CONCERNS OF THREE HIGHLIGHTED 
signees keep the Vols from being considered a top five group. Regardless of 
those concerns, there are just too many great athletes fo knock the class down 
any further. The group is strong at receiver and light on the defensive line, but 
should do well to satisfy the lofty expectations of the Knoxville fans. 

THE SIZE: Austin Kemp (6-4, 220) was the Tennessee state defensive 
player of the year and is versatile enough to end up at either defensive end or 
outside linebacker. Cosey Coleman (6-5, 305) could play on either line with his 
agility and strength. 

THE SPEED: Safety Deon Grant, who SuperPrep magazine rated as the 
No. 1 defensive back in the country, is headed north from Georgia. At 6-3, 190 
pounds, Grant can move (4.5) and has all the credentials that indicate he will 
be a star. A chance to play early lured him to Knoxville instead of FSU, Georgia 
or Georgia Tech. 


9. NOTRE DAME 


YES, THE ACADEMICS AT SUCH AN ILLUSTRIOUS SCHOOL MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
to recruit every star, and a coaching change provided an obstacle that you can 
bet other schools pointed out, but Notre Dame landed right in its usual spot 
among the nation’s elite. The Irish mystique is still the only recruiting too! 
needed, and more kids than not want to touch the “Play Like A Champion 
Today” sign on their way to the field. 

THE SIZE: Kurt Vollers (6-7, 270) committed to Notre Dame before his 
senior season. He was rated by nearly everyone as one of the nation’s top 10 
linemen. Grant Irons, whose father Gerald played for the Cleveland Browns and 
whose brother Jarrett was a Michigan All-American, won the Dial Award as the 
nation’s top-rated high school student-athlete in any sport. He’s an NFL-potential 
defensive end. 

THE SPEED: Tony Driver runs right alongside Travis Minor as the biggest 
running back recruit in the nation. At 6-3, 220, he burns a 4.4 40-yard dash 
and can run, catch, block and cause defenders to miss. Career totals: 3,460 
yards, 48 TDs rushing, 22 TDs receiving. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 


NORTH CAROLINA HAS BEEN STEADILY PLAYING WITH THE 
national elite in recruiting wars under coach Mack Brown and has now 
broken into the top 10. UNC signed a trio of bound-for-glory running 
backs — Rufus Brown, Ravon Anderson and Domonique Williams — but 
there is concern that no offensive linemen signed on afer getting just two 
last year. Entering Big 12 territory to get Denver defensive lineman Josh 
Graham and the SEC area for Louisiana QB Phillip Deas shows the Tar 
Heels’ national appeal! 

THE SIZE: Graham is the only kid of any size UNC signed. At 6-3, 265 
pounds, he was a stellar prep player. His twin brother signed with Colorado. 

THE SPEED: Anderson (5-10, 185) is a two-way talent who rushed for 
1,400 yards and had 90 tackles as a senior, but is likely fo be carrying the 
bail for the Heels. It’s a toss-up with Brown as to who will make the quick- 
est contribution, Brown is a bit bigger (6-1, 195) and combines it impres- 
sively with 4.45 speed. 


171. LSU 


KEEPING BATON ROUGE'S TRAVIS MINOR AT HOME WOULD HAVE 
been a huge addition, but he won't be missed all that much considering the 
Tigers signed one of the nation’s elite groups of running backs last season. 
Gerry DiNardo has become a strong recruiter and his ability to sign quarterback 
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Rohan Davey amid the Josh Booty “Will | be a quarterback or a baseball 
player?” dilemma was significant. Davey, considered the country’s second-best 
QB by some, should have a fine group of receivers to throw to. LSU's combina- 
tion of receivers and tight ends may be the best group in the country, 

THE SIZE: Joe Domingeaux (6-4, 230) comes from Crowley, La., as 
an All-America tight end. He has all the qualities to be effective in a run or 
pass offense. 

THE SPEED: Davey will have terrific speed to connect with in Michael 
Hayes and Robert Davis, who is just 5-9, but runs a 4.4, And DB Fred Booker 
also can burn, 


12. TEXAS A&M 


THE AGGIES’ CLASS IS BALANCED OVERALL, BUT DEFINITELY 
strongest at defensive line. R.C. Slocum signed a group of six that included 
four All-Americans and edged Florida State for the top group of defensive 
linemen. Receiver Robert Williams stood the Aggies up just as he did Stan- 
ford, which leaves wide receiver as the only weak spot. 

THE SIZE: Not many quarterbacks fit this role, but at 240 pounds, Matt 
Schobel is not your average signal-caller. In fact, although he is a talented 
quarterback, he may be more important at tight end. We'll have to wait and 
see here. 

THE SPEED: No, our categories aren't mixed, the Aggies do have 
defensive linemen, Robert Bernard and Tango McCauley, who belong in the 
speed category because they each exceed 250 pounds and run 4.8 40s. 


13. MIAMI 


BUTCH DAVIS PROVED HE WAS THE RIGHT SELECTION TO TAKE 
over the embattled Hurricanes’ program by securing a superlative group of 
19. The wide receivers — Robert Williams, Daryl Jones and Reggie Wayne 
— are amazing. Miami won commitment battles for Williams (over Stan- 
ford and A&M); defensive lineman Adrian Wilson (Souther Cal) and Marty 
Bibla (Pitt). Locking up the state’s best quarterback, Kenny Kelly of Tampa, 
helped to find the receivers. 

THE SIZE: Wilson was Arkansas’ top prospect and could be a domi- 
nant nose guard. Clint Hurt has a great name for a 6-4, 285-pound defen- 
sive lineman, and he can do it. 

THE SPEED: Williams and Jones each go better than 4.5. Williams has 
run a 10.4 100 meters and has NFL receiver size (6-4, 216). 


14, USC 


THE TROJANS SIGNED A GREAT GROUP OF SKILL KIDS, INCLUDING 
10 SuperPrep All-Americans. Of concern is the lack of linemen. Its tight end 
group is strong, though, and if someone is quick enough to convert to 
defensive end it would help. Also, John Robinson signed no offensive line- 
men following a strong group in 1996. But as far as defensive backs, line- 
backers and running backs go, it is one of the best groups in the country. 

THE SIZE: The only big player was one of the last to commit, defensive 
tackle Tommie Townsend (6-4, 255). He and Ryan Nielsen (6-5, 235) 
were the two defensive line signees. 

THE SPEED: All the defensive backs, receivers and running backs have 
it. DB Antuan Simmons (4.5), WR Rodney Perry (4.5), RB Maleafou 
MacKenzie (4.55 for a fullback) and RB Eric Reese (4.4) rival Washington 
for the fastest class in the West. 


15. CLEMSON 


DURING THE EARLY RETURNS OF RECRUITING SEASON, IT APPEARED 
the instate-rival South Carolina Gamecocks were winning, but later in Janu- 
ary, the Tigers and coach Tommy West sealed the deal with several 
prospects who made their class one of the best in the ACC. Although the 
group is dominated by three quarterbacks, solid running backs and defen- 
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sive backs, offensive linemen Kyle Young and Neely Page will bring respect 
to the trenches. 

THE SIZE: Jovan Bush is a fine athlete who is one of South Carolina’s 
best and is likely to use his 6-4, 260-pound frame at defensive end. He is ver- 
Satile enough that tight end could be a possibility. 

THE SPEED: Running back Travis Zachery has 4.4 speed and 4,000 
yards and 51 touchdowns in high school on his resume. Defensive back 
Robert Carswell was a victory over Notre Dame. 


16. OHIO STATE 


AFTER BEING ONE OF THE NATIONAL ELITE RECRUITERS LAST YEAR, 
the Buckeyes slipped a bit this year, probably partially due to the strength of 
recent classes and the apparent wait for playing time. The one factor keeping 
Ohio State out of the top 10, though, is academics. As many as 10 signees 
hadn’t qualified by signing day, but at least half figured to wind up on cam- 
pus. There won't be anyone in this class with the same impact as superfrosh 
Andy Katzenmoyer, but several are promising. One interesting aspect is the 
Buckeyes signing two quarterbacks out of California and neither one consid- 
ered to be a real great one. 

THE SIZE: Offensive lineman Tam Hopkins is an All-American from 
Florida with Orlando Pace size (6-5, 325) 

THE SPEED: Another Floridian, Miami linebacker Courtland Bullard, moves 
his 6-3, 210-pound All-America frame for 40 yards in 4.6 seconds. Receiver 
Reggie Germany could be a huge plus if he qualifies. Wide receiver Ken-yon 
Rambo from California was an important late addition for the Buckeyes. 


17. SOUTH CAROLINA 


THE BEST GAMECOCKS’ CLASS IN THE PAST DOZEN YEARS IS DEEP 
— 29 signees. With so many players, the class can’t help but be balanced. 
The strongest positions are offensive line and linebacker, where two All-Ameri- 
cans — Marco Hutchinson and Alonzo Shuler — are set to move in. A key to 
the class could be the transition of quarterback Phil Petty to the college game, 

THE SIZE: All-America offensive lineman Jason Cox is one of six at the 
position who garnered fair recognition. 

THE SPEED: Running back Ryght Jordan will be a headline-writer’s 
dream when he uses his 4,45 speed to find the end zone for SC. Wideout 
Brian Scott looks like he has NFL potential. 


18. NORTHWESTERN 


GARY BARNETT’S DECISION TO STAY IN EVANSTON AND PASS ON 
the Notre Dame job solidified Northwestern’s chance of being more than a 
couple-season wonder in the Bigger 10. The Wildcats stepped up and won 
a battle with Stanford, Washington, UCLA and Colorado for Hawaiian offen- 
sive lineman Michael Souza. The only position lacking is the interior defen- 
sive line, but everybody has trouble finding quality kids there. 

THE SIZE: Souza, a strong student, was attracted to Northwestern‘s 
academics and will soon become an attraction on the field. The weather will 
be tough to get used to, but a winter trip to Pasadena would make up for it. 
Offensive lineman Lance Clelland also is highly regarded. 

THE SPEED: Running back Damien Anderson is one of just five kids from 
Illinois, and should make the home folks proud with his moves and 4.5 speed. 


19. NEBRASKA 


TOM OSBORNE LANDED ENOUGH STARS TO KEEP NEBRASKA IN THE 
hunt for the national title in the future, an he did especially well at his team’s 
most crucial position: QB. Nebraska requires a beter option quarterback 
than anyone in the nation, and got two, Eric Crouch and Bobby Newcombe 
will have a serious battle for the chance to impersonate Tommy Frazier. 

THE SIZE: Kyle Vanden Bosch was an All-America linebacker consid- 
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ered the gem of the Cornhuskers’ defensive prospects, He will team up with 
Tracey Wistrom to make a formidable duo in the core of the defense. 

THE SPEED: Dion Booker follows his brother Michael to Lincoln and 
could fill his position in the defensive backfield. Some college coaches rated 
Booker as the nation’s best DB. Newcombe runs a 4.4 and wos a two-way 
All-New Mexico selection 


20. AUBURN 


TRYING TO GET BACK TO THE LEVEL OF COACH TERRY BOWDEN’S 
first season, the Tigers signed six All-Americans. The strengths are quarter- 
back — Meiko Collier and Jason Standridge will battle for playing time — 
defensive line and defensive back. Getting defensive lineman Thomas 
Pittman, who had told Gerry DiNardo he was headed to LSU, was a bonus. 
Auburn also raided the state of Florida, picking up nine recruits. 

THE SIZE: Pittman was considered the No. 2 prospect in Louisiana and 
was tabbed as the top defensive tackle in the nation by USA Today. 

THE SPEED: Free safety Stanford Simmons mixes strong tackling ability 
with 4.4 speed. He had 12 interceptions in 15 senior-season games to key 
an Alabama state championship. He was a starter in the eighth grade and 
also is a great basketball player. 


21. WASHINGTON 


THE HUSKIES ALWAYS HAVE SATISFIED THE SIZE QUOTIENT, AND 
this season focused on speed. There might not be a faster class out there. 
WR/RB Frank Candela, WR Terry Tharps, WR JaWarren Hooker, DB Lenny 
Haynes, DB Omare Lowe and WR Pat Reddick all run 4.4 or better. Then 
there’s quarterback/safety Marques Tuiasosopo. He is one of the best ath- 
letes on the West Coast, and pro baseball could be a factor. 

THE SIZE: Toalei Mulitauaopele, 0 6-7, 320-pound defensive lineman, 
will be one of the most interesting stories in all of college football this fall. 
After a stellar prep career in Seattle, he was sentenced to 54 months in 
prison for his role in a double-murder that he claimed not fo have anything 
to do with. He's served his time and played two seasons at Walla Walla 
Junior College with the intent of becoming a Pac-10 terror. 

THE SPEED: Of all the aforementioned burners, JaWarren Hooker is the 
fastest and will double as a track star. He has 10.4 100-meter speed and, 
although he was primarily a running back in high school, he'll likely use the 
speed to beat DBs as a receiver, 


22. STANFORD 


REMEMBER THE NAME RANDY FASANI. CONSIDERED THE TOP 
quarterback in the country, the Sacramento product committed early to 
begin a solid run for Stanford and coach Tyrone Willingham. Fasani gives 
the Cardinal one of the nation’s elite groups of QBs, considering starter 
Chad Hutchinson has come on strong and is just a sophomore. As usual, 
Stanford signed a geographically diverse group of 22 players from 13 
states, The class satisfies all Stanford’s needs. 

THE SIZE: The last gem to come out of Idaho was Pac-10 offensive 
player of the year Jake Plummer. Stanford hopes it has the next jewel in 
TE/DE Austin Lee. The Cardinal got Lee in a battle with Ohio State, USC and 
Colorado, even though his dad played for the Buffs. 

THE SPEED: There isn’t much overwhelming speed in the group, so the 
best may be running back Eddie Gayles of Seattle. Gayles’ brother Leland 
plays for Arizona. 


23. KANSAS STATE 


FIVE YEARS AGO, IT DIDN'T SEEM POSSIBLE THAT THE WILDCATS 
could attract a top 25 recruiting class. When Bill Snyder took over in 1988, 
there were only 47 scholarship players in the program. K-State now has 85 
qualify scholarship kids. The Wildcats were No. 1 in the nation in signing 
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= Thomos Pittman 
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junior college talent, according to SuperPrep magazine, and there are three 
prep All-Americans in the group. 

THE SIZE: DeVane Robinson could be a standout on either side of the 
ball. The Oklahoma product has cat-like quickness and made 135 stops 
with seven sacks as a senior. 

THE SPEED: The glory player in the Wildcats’ class is another Okla- 
homan, receiver Julius McMillan. He’s exciting every time he touches the 
ball and could be an effective kick returner. 


24, OKLAHOMA 


JOHN BLAKE MADE GREAT STRIDES IN SIGNING 28 PLAYERS, 
including four All-Americans. The Sooners addressed needs at running 
back, receiver and linebacker, and signed one of the nation’s most brilliant 
defensive players in Rocky Bright. Oklahoma, somewhat like Big 12 rival K- 
State, fared well in the juco ranks, signing five of the nation’s top 100. 

THE SIZE: Bright, from Tulsa, stayed near home to the disappointment 
of Notre Dame, UCLA, Florida State, Michigan and Texas A&M. He is the 
type of star-quality player needed fo turn a program around. 
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: ATHLETES 
HT WT HOMETOWN, STATE (HS: 


se Tracey Wistom (fb) 6-5 200 Wedd iy, MO 


THE SPEED: Chris Lewis has a running back’s build with breakaway 
speed that he’d rather use at receiver. If that doesn’t work out, he could be 
an effective defensive back. 


25. GEORGIA TECH 


THE RAMBLIN’ WRECK SUCCESSFULLY RAIDED THE NORTHEAST, 
coming away with All-Americans in tight end Russell Matvay and defensive 
lineman Guenter Kryszon. George O'Leary also signed four other All-Ameri- 
cans in a balanced group. One big loss for Georgia Tech was Mississippi 
running back Rufus Brown, who went fo North Carolina. 

THE SIZE: Huge may be an understatement for the Jackets’ group of 
Offensive line signees. Michael Byrne (6-5, 285) and Jess Moody (6-6, 
290) are small compared to 6-9, 350-pounder Jon Carman, the largest 
player in Tech history. 

THE SPEED: Receiver Rashad Jones caught more than 130 passes 
as a prep player and will use his 4.45 speed to do the same in Atlanta. 

He turned down Miami and national champion Florida to sign with the 
Ramblin’ Wreck. Q 
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Buffs Blaze Recruiting Trail 


COLORADO _ 


The Buffaloes’ recruiting 
class can be assessed in the qual- 
ity of prospects they signed and 
how much they hurt other pro- 
grams by winning the battle for 
those players. Texas would love 
to have kept wide receiver Cedric 
Cormier at home, Washington 
lost a big-time offensive lineman 
in Victor Rogers, and Rick 
Neuheisel again raided Califor- 
nia, this time for 10 guys. The 
class is among the nation’s best 
and has impact signees at nearly 
every position. 

Headliner: Cormier had 
recruiters doing double-takes 
when their stopwatches caught 
him under 4.3. His blazing speed 
will likely be used at receiver, 
although he was a dual-threat 
quarterback in high school. 

Sleeper: Running back 
Marcques Spivey was overshad- 
owed a bit by all-world Texas 
signee Darnell McDonald out of 
Denver, but his size (6-3, 220) 
and speed may make more head- 
lines for the Buffs than McDon- 
ald does for Texas, who might 
choose baseball, anyway. 


TEXAS 


The Longhorns’ class is the 
best in the Big 12 South and 
coach John Mackovic called it his 
best in six years in Austin. Needs 
were filled throughout the 
defense and Texas signed enough 
in-state prospects to be labeled 
king of their own territory. The 
availability of Denver running 
back Darnell McDonald will be 
crucial ... he’ll have to choose 
between college football and the 
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NAME 

JUSTIN BANNAN 
ROBERT BERNARD 
DION BOOKER 
ROYLIN BRADLEY 
DARRYL BRIGHT 
GREG CICERO 
CEDRIC CORMIER 
ERIC CROUCH 
LEONARD DAVIS 
JASON GLENN 

TY GREGORAK 
REGGIE HAYWARD 
HARRISON HILL 


ERIN HUIZINGH 


DARNELL McDONALD 


JULIUS McMILLAN 


POSHT 
ATH 6-4 
DL 63 
DB 6-1 
LB 6-2 
DL 65 
QB 6-4 
WR 6-0 
QB 6-0 
OL 65 
DB 61 
LB 6-3 
LB 6-5 
WR 5-11 
OL 68 
RB 5-11 


ATH 5-11 


WT 
260 
255 
190 
220 
235 
190 
180 
185 
325 
210 
245 
225 
175 
250 
190 


173 


HOMETOWN COLLEGE 


Carmichael, CA Colorado 
Baytown, TX Texas A&M 
Oceanside, CA Nebraska 
LaMarque, TX Texas A&M 
Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 
Anaheim, CA Texas 
Houston, TX Colorado 
Omaha, NE Nebraska 
Wortham, TX Texas 
Aldine, TX Texas A&M 
Spokane, WA Colorado 
Dalton, IL lowa State 
Wichita, KS Kansas 


Colorado 


Tempe, AZ 


Englewood, CO Texas 


Altus, OK Kansas State 


HODGES MITCHELL 


BOBBY NEWCOMBE 


JOHN NORMAN 
VICTOR ROGERS 


MATT SCHOBEL 


KYLE VANDEN BOSCH 


JOE WALKER 
TRACEY WISTROM 


NATE WRIGHT JR. 


RB 5-8 
ATH 6-0 
DB 6-1 
OLE 6-7 
QB 64 
LB 6-4 
DB 6-0 
LB 6-5 


DB 6-0 


180 


180 


180 


308 


220 


235 


175 


200 


170 


Dallas, TX Texas 
Albuquerque, NM Nebraska 
Midland, TX Texas Tech 
Federal Way, WA Colorado 
Columbus, TX Texas A&M 
Larchwood, IA Nebraska 
Houston, TX Texas 
Webb City, MO Nebraska 


San Diego, CA Colorado 
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big bucks from pro baseball. 

Headliner: Lineman 
Leonard Davis’ signing day 
decision was nearly as large as 
his frame. The 6-5, 325-pound 
lineman had thoughts of becom- 
ing an Aggie before signing with 
the Longhorns. He’s seen as an 
Orlando Pace-like combination 
of size and speed. Defensive 
back Joe Walker and wide 
receiver David Aaron are also 
big-time prospects. 

Sleeper: After Stanford 
signee Randy Fasani, there was- 
n't a clear choice as the next best 
quarterback in California. Texas 
got Anaheim’s Greg Cicero, and 
at 6-4, 215, he might develop 
into the best of the group. 


NEBRASKA _ 


Tom Osborne actually lost a 
few athletes he would have liked 
to have, but nonetheless signed 
a more than adequate class. 
Needing a talented option quar- 
terback, the Cornhuskers got 
two in Eric Crouch and Bobby 
Newcombe (who could become 
a great defensive back). Nebraska 
also needed defensive back help 
and landed Joe Walker and 
Dion Booker. LB Tracy Wistrom 
(All-American Grant’s brother) 
looks like a future captain of 
the blackshirts. 

Headliner: Kyle Vanden 
Bosch of Inwood, Iowa, was con- 
sidered one of the nation’s top 
10 recruits at any position; he 
could end up at linebacker or 
defensive end. 

Sleeper: Dominic Raiola 
(6-3, 300) comes from Hawaii's 
best program at the St. Louis 
School, but didn’t have the 
same publicity surrounding 
him that others from Hawaii 
have received. 
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NAME 
CHIP AMBRES 

ANTONIO BANKS —LB 
DESMOND BENSON DE 
MIKE CLAY LB 
STEVE CUTLIP QB 
CORLIN DONALDSON DB 
ADAM DUNN 

DAVID ELLEN 

TJ. FAFITA DE 
MONTREL FLOWERS WR 
BEN GAY RB 
KENJIHAWKINS DB 
MATTHOLLIDAY QB 
STEPHEN HOWARD DL 
VICTOR IKE RB 
LEE JACKSON DB 
CLIFFORD JEFFERSON DB 


KENTON KIETH RB 


EUGENE LANGFORD DE 


JAMIE LARSON DE 


MICHAEL LEWIS DB 


LEO MILLS RB 


MARCUS MOSLEY LB 


CHRIS REDDING OL 


ALLAN WILLIAMS OL 


HOMETOWN (HS) 
Beaumont, TX (Westbrook) 
Omaha, NE (North) 

Killeen, TX 

Aldine, TX (Nimitz) 

Arvada, CO (West) 

Dallas, TX (Kimball) 

New Caney, TX 

Flower Mound, TX (Marcus) 
Provo, Utah (Timpview) 
Dallas, TX (Skyline) 

Spring, TX 

Tulsa, OK (B.T. Washington) 
Stillwater, OK 

Bridgeport, TX 

Austin, TX (Bowie) 
Longview. TX 

Dallas, TX (Carter) 

Omaha, NE (Benson) 
Wichita, KS (West) 
Redfield, SD 

Rosenberg, TX (Lamar Consolidated) 
Humble, TX 

Dallas, TX (South Oak Cliff) 
Galena Park, TX (North Shore) 


Fort Worth, TX (Wyatt) 
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BIG 12 RECRUITING 


In his first full-year of recruiting, coach John Blake molded a 
nice mix of high school and junior college talent that should help 
the Sooners improve on their 3-8 record. Navarro JC running 
back Johnny Balous and wide receiver Leroy Fields were consid- 
ered among the nation’s best juco players. Blake was able to 
make a good impression with Texans, also signing nine players 
from south of the Oklahoma border, 

We'll have to go with dual-glory boys here 
because defensive ends Rocky Bright and Corey Callens, both 
home-grown kids, are nearly identical and will be anchoring the 
Sooners’ defense soon. Callens was the Oklahoma defensive 
player of the year with 116 tackles and 19 sacks, and Bright was 
considered top 10 nationally. 

Receiver Ahmed Kabba is a sleeper in the true 
sense, but he lost a bit of the glory he deserved when Fields 
chose OU and became the No. 1 wide receiver prospect. Kabba 
has size (6-3, 190) and speed (10.5 100m) that will make a larger 
impact over four years than Fields in two. 
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The Aggies answered some depth and talent questions in the 
defensive line and secondary, but took a big hit in the receiver 
category when Robert Williams of Dallas surprisingly signed with 
Miami. Defensive linemen Robert Bernard, Tango McCauley and 
Evan Perroni should give R.C. Slocum depth, and at least one is 
bound to be a star. Quarterback Matt Schobel leads the offensive 
prospects, but there aren’t any explosive running backs or 
receivers. 

Linebacker Roylin Bradley was a two-time 
Texas state defensive player of the year at the Class 4A level and 
had 135 tackles and 17 sacks in 16 games as a senior. 

Although not an unknown, DB Michael Jameson 
had to share the prep limelight with teammate and fellow Aggie 
signee Jay Brooks. Jameson could turn out to be the better of 
the two. 


continued on page 183. 
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BEARS 


Wide Open in Waco 


hen Dave Roberts was named Baylor’s football 

coach last December, he immediately became the 

most popular man in Waco by saying that he 
would install a wide-open attack. 

For Baylor fans, Roberts couldn’t have picked more com- 
pelling words in the English language. Many fans felt that former 
Baylor coach Chuck Reedy’s offense was unimaginative and stuck 
in the ground. 

“The ball will be sailing all over the place,” Roberts said. “I 
told (Baylor athletic director) Tom Stanton when | took the job, 
‘We're going to move the ball, | promise you.’ And he was really 
fired up about that. But then I told him, ‘I didn’t tell you which 
direction we were going to move it.’” 

Roberts obviously has a sense of humor, too. And he may 
need it in his inaugural season as Baylor's head coach. 

Roberts’ task is daunting, to say the least. Not only will he 
be teaching his players a complicated pass-oriented offense, 
they'll be getting on-the-job training against perhaps the 
toughest schedule in Baylor history. 

The Bears will open the season on Aug. 30 at home against 
Miami. Three weeks later, they'll travel to Ann Arbor to play 
Michigan. Their Big 12 schedule features such heavyweights as 
Nebraska, Texas and Texas A&M. 

“If we want the Baylor football program to be big, this is the 
people we need to play,” Roberts said. “It will be very demanding 
and very exciting. | just don’t know if we have enough bodies to 
get through it.” 

Roberts knows all about playing a cutthroat schedule since he 
was Notre Dame’s offensive coordinator for three years under 
Lou Holtz before arriving at Baylor. 


Besides a killer football schedule, Roberts sees a lot of other 
similarities between Baylor and Notre Dame. 

“Like Notre Dame, Baylor is a small, private, academic 
and spiritual school,” Roberts said. “After Coach Holtz talked 
to me about (former Baylor coach) Grant Teaff and the great 
tradition at Baylor, I wanted to get involved. I knew that this is 
what I was looking for. 

“| think that being an assistant coach at Notre Dame, Vander- 
bilt and Davidson prepared me for a private school setting,” 
Roberts said. 

Under Holtz’s wing at Notre Dame, Roberts never got to 
unveil all the bells and whistles in his offensive attack. When 
Roberts was the head coach at Northeast Louisiana from 1989- 
93 and Western Kentucky from 1984-88, his teams featured 
wide-open offenses that utilized imaginative passing schemes. 

His 1992 Northeast Louisiana team averaged 45.8 points 
and featured a 2,000-yard passer, a 1,000-yard receiver and two 
1,000-yard rushers. 

“You give your players a chance to do things they like to do,” 
said Roberts, who has a 10-year head coaching record of 63-50-3. “I 
like to throw the football and I think that’s what people like to watch. 
They don't like to come out and watch something that’s boring.” 

Roberts inherits a team that finished 4-7 last season and won 
only one of eight Big 12 games under Reedy. During spring drills, 
the players often struggled with Roberts’ “Multiple I” offense. 

“Both Jeff Watson and | have had trouble with certain things, but 
we're learning,” said Baylor junior quarterback Jermaine Alfred. “It’s 
fun. This is more like the offense that we used in high school.” 

Last season, Watson opened the year as the starter before 
suffering a back injury. Alfred got most of the playing time later 
in the year and finished with 1,148 yards 
passing and eight touchdowns. 

Roberts sees things he likes about both 
quarterbacks. The two were dead-even 


1996: 4-7 overall, 1-7 Big 12 (6th 
South) 

COACH: Dave Roberts — At Baylor, first 
year; Overall: 63-50-1, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 6 Offense, 5 
Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jerod Douglas, 
QB Jermaine Alfred, OT David Davis, 
WR Nikia Codie, CB Robert Neal, DE 
Glenn Coy, LB Jody Littleton, CB Joe 
Manor 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Baylor should 
have an outstanding rushing game 
with the return of senior tailback Jerod 
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Douglas, who is No. 3 on the school’s 
career rushing list with 2,254 yards. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Baylor's defense 

allowed a whopping 286.8 yards 
rushing per game last season and 
could have problems this year with an 
inexperienced defensive line. 
OVERVIEW: First-year coach Dave 
Roberts has brought a lot of excitement 
to Baylor with his wide-open offense. 
But it could be a difficult year as the 
players learn the nuances of Roberts’ 
system while facing perhaps the 
toughest schedule in Baylor history. 


most of the spring. 

“Jeff doesn’t have a big-time gun, but 
he seems to play better in pressure situa- 
tions,” Roberts said. “Jermaine is a soft- 
spoken guy who throws the ball well. He’s 
bigger than Jeff. Jermaine needs a better 
understanding of the game.” 

“This isn’t an easy system to learn,” said 
Baylor offensive coordinator Daryl Drake. 
“The load is definitely on the quarterbacks. 
We've put the quarterbacks in a lot of pres- 


DEXTER FORD HELPS MAKE UP BAYLOR’S 
DEEPEST AREA — TAILBACK. 


PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 
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Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Coulee 


Samir AL-AMIN DB 6-2, 190 Garland Lakeview Centennial 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # Ranked No. 66 prospect in 
Texas by National Recruiting Advisor # All-District on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 42 
tackles, four sacks and four interceptions @ Had 1,327 yards rushing and 16 touchdowns. 


Nae / Posimion 


David ARMSTRONG OL 6-4, 267 Jacksonville, FL Mandarin 
All-District. 
Gary BAXTER DB 6-2, 181 Tyler John Tyler 


Ranked No. 73 prospect in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor # Dallas Morning News Top 
100 list @ Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # As a senior, had 106 tackles and two interceptions. 


Terrance BENNETT ATH 5-10, 180 Houston Yates 

Ranked No. 35 prospect in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor @ Dallas Morning News Top 
100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # As a senior, completed 81 of 150 passes for 1,025 
yards and 15 touchdowns @ Ran for 592 yards and six scores, 


Martin DOSSETT WR 5-11, 170 Gregory-Portland Gregory-Portland 
Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, rushed for 1,773 yards and 18 touchdowns # Caught 
23 passes for 316 yards and four scores District Offensive Most Valuable Player. 


Andra FULLER WR 5-11, 176 Aldine Aldine 
As a senior, caught 51 passes for 925 yards and nine touchdowns @ Dallas Morning News Top 
100 list # Ronked No. 94 prospect in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor. 


Derek JACKSON LB 6-3, 256 Hallsville Hallsville 

Ranked No. 16 prospect in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor @ Dallas Morning News Top 
100 list @ Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # As a senior, had 40 solo tackles, 40 assists, six sacks, 
four quarterback pressures and one blocked kick. 


Joe JACKSON DL 6-4, 265 Groveton Groveton 
All-State @ As a senior, had 126 tackles, three deflected passes and three fumble recoveries. 
Greg JERMAN OL 6-5, 254 El Paso Franklin 
All-District @ All-City # Waco Tribune-Herald Top 100 list. 

Mickey JONES WR 5-10, 170 Tyler John Tyler 


National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston 
Chronicle Top 100 list # Two-year starter # As senior quarterback, passed for 986 yards and 12 
touchdowns @ Ran for 1,079 yards and 11 scores # Could play defensive back for the Bears. 


Derek LAGWAY FB 6-1, 220 Willis Willis 

As a senior, gained 1,202 yards and had 16 rushing touchdowns @ Caught two scoring passes # 
Two-time county Offensive Player of the Year # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston 
Chronicle Top 100 list. 


Name / Position HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / CouleGe 


Luke NICHOLS OL 6-5, 295 Beaumont Kelly 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list @ Rated No. 17 prospect in 
Texas by National Recruiting Advisor. 


Terry NICHOLS DE 6-1, 236 El Paso Irvin 

As senior tight end, caught 20 passes for 371 yards # Averaged 18.5 yards per reception and 
scored eight touchdowns @ Helped team to area championship game @ Waco Tribune-Herald Top 
100 list. 


Andrew OBRIOTTI TE 6-4, 235 San Antonio Clark 
All-Distict # Two-time All-Greater San Antonio second team @ Helped team to state playoffs past 
two seasons @ Three-year starter. 


Michael ODUM QB 6-2, 209 Flower Mound Marcus 
As. a senior, passed for 1,725 yards and 15 touchdowns in seven games @ Dallas Morning News 
Top 100 list # Missed several games due to injury. 


Demetrio PHILLIPS DE 6-3, 230 Houston Eisenhower 
As a senior, had 73 tackles, 6.5 sacks and five knockdowns Also played tight end @ National 
Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ San Antonio Express News Top 100 list. 


Kyle STAUDT DB 6-2, 195 Fredricksburg Fredricksburg 
Houston ae Top 100 list # San Antonio Express News Top 100 list # Waco Tribune-Herald 
Top 100 list. 


Heath STOCK LB 61,211 Rosebud-Lott Rosebud-Lott 
Asa senior, had 122 tackles and 15 sacks @ Class 2A Defensive Player of the Year @ Waco Tri- 
bune-Herald Top 100 list # Three-time All-District. 


Michael TILLIS DB 5-11, 159 San Antonio Roosevelt 
Houston Chronicle Top 100 list @ Helped team to state title as a junior Two-time All-District # 
Second team All-Greater San Antonio @ Runs 4.4 in 40-yard dash. 


Brandon THOMPSON FB 6-2, 269 Fort Worth Arlington Heights 
As a senior, gained 864 yards on 157 carries @ Scored eight touchdowns # Caught 10 passes for 
90 yards @ All-District @ Fort Worth Star Telegraph Top 100 list. 


Charles WILLIAMS LB 6-0, 216 Cleburne Cleburne 

National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ Fort Worth Star Telegraph Top 100 list # Waco 
Tribune-Herald Top 100 list # Two-time All-District As a senior, had 40 tackles and nine sacks 
Ran for 1,659 yards and 17 touchdowns Caught 28 passes for 434 yards and two scores. 


Steve YORK OL 6-5, 318 Forney Forney 
National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston 
Chronicle Top 100 list # Graded over 90 percent on blocking assignments. 


A" LOOK-AT-THE BEARS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


-7-0, 1-7- _ PASSING Aug. 30. Miami 
7 g 
2 Comp Yaros Pct TD _ Int = = 
24 Louisiana Tech 16 90 1148 489 8 5 Sept. 6 atFresno State 
67. +858 528 10 3 , ee - 
14 Louisville 13 RUSHING Sept. 20 at Michigan 
Bos pees eee oo Yaros Ave ic 1D 
42 Oregon State 10 
zZ g Deugks iz, Ba Oct. 4 Texas Tech 
24 Texas Tech 45 Burkins _ 82.3932 3 = ae = 
: esipee eee : Ford 75 363mm 4i0 aD nT Oct. 11. Nebraska 
(0) Nebraska 49 Washington 26 TOSI, uas4'2e0 a6 0 —_—— ——_— 
Se RECEIVING Oct. ] 8 at Oklahoma 
24 Oklahoma 28 YARDS = FAvG — — ——————— 
Sa Oct. 25 at lowa State 
49 lowa State 21 Muhammad 39 479 12.3 87 5 
ee Pegross 25° 474 19.0 68 a r 
23 ‘Texas 28 Anderson 13 163 125~O SS Nov. 1 Texas 
nase ee means Cogdill 1S, NISOS" 12 afm - — 
7 Texas A&M 24 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 at Texas A&M 
“42 Missouri —— 49° Tacktes: Jackson, D, 114; Artmore 91; Mason 86. Nov. 15 at Missouri 
- se INTERCEPTIONS: Jackson, D. 4; McCullough 2. . — 
17 QB Sacks: Embra 4; Mallory Sh Cey see 
Oklahoma State 37 Tacktes For Loss: Embra 7; Jackson, D. 5; McCullough 5. Nov. 22 Oklahoma State 
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JERMAINE ALFRED IS A SOFT-SPOKEN QUARTERBACK WHO 
THROWS THE BALL WELL (1,148 YARDS, 8 TDS IN 1996). 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


sure situations in practice so they'll be ready for games.” 

Odell James, the much-heralded redshirt freshman quarter- 
back from Aldine MacArthur, didn’t go through contact drills in 
the spring following major reconstructive knee surgery last fall. 

When he'll be ready to play is anybody's guess. 

“| hope Odell’s ready in the fall, but I don’t know when that 
point will be,” Roberts said. “But even when he’s healthy, he’s 
not going to carry the weight of the world in this program.” 

The man who may carry the weight of the world is senior 
tailback Jerod Douglas. After rushing for 1,114 yards as a 
sophomore, Douglas was limited to 667 yards in an injury- 
plagued junior season. 

Douglas will be everywhere for the Bears this fall. Roberts 
plans to use him at tailback, slotback and even some at wide 
receiver. He'll also return punts and kicks. 

“Jerod is a special player,” Roberts said. “He’s got extreme 
quickness and he makes people miss him. He’s also tough. If you 
ask him to block a linebacker, he'll do it.” 

The deepest area of the Baylor football team is tailback, 
which features Elijah Burkins and Dexter Ford backing up Dou- 
glas. David Overstreet, who was kicked off the football team after 


an assault charge last season, will play fullback. 

“We'll find ways to get guys like Burkins and Ford on the field 
if the wide receivers can’t make the plays,” Roberts said. 

Roberts doesn’t have as much speed as he’d like at wide receiver, 
but the Bears have some talent. Gerald Patterson and Morris Ander- 
son should be dependable receivers, while 6-2, 210-pound Derrius 
Thompson may have the best combination of size and speed. 

“I like Derrius’ size and speed, but we had a hard time mak- 
ing an evaluation of him in the spring because of a hamstring 
pull,” Drake said. “Patterson is an older guy with ability. He’s 
been one of the bright spots.” 

Mark Cogdill, who played baseball in the spring, came on late 
last season and should be a big factor this season. The most 
intriguing player in the receiving corps is Nikia Codie, who 
moved to wideout after playing safety for two years. 

“Nikia is a big, strong young man with a lot of physical attrib- 
utes,” Drake said. “I like his size (6-3, 207 lbs.) and his attitude. It 
probably helped him being a defensive back because he under- 
stands coverages.” 

Roberts’ biggest concerns are the offensive and defensive 
lines. During spring drills, the Bears sometimes only had seven or 
eight offensive linemen on hand. 

“We're very deficient in the lines,” Roberts said. “We’re prob- 
ably 15 to 17 linemen short of what a normal Big 12 team 
should be. We're down eight or nine on offense and three or four 
on defense.” 

Baylor's starting offensive line will have plenty of experience, 
with guards Kelvin Garmon and Michael Johnson and center 
Anthony Williams returning. The best of the bunch may be tackle 
David Davis, a three-year starter who redshirted last year after 
injuring his knee in an auto accident. 

“Davis is a big kid with a lot of ability,” Drake said. “He’s got 
really good feet and he’s got a lot of experience.” 

After playing nose tackle for two years, Derrick Fletcher 
dropped from 380 pounds to 330 and is expected to start at 
offensive tackle. Meanwhile, Bradley Domel returns for his third 
year as a starter at tight end. 

While Baylor's offense struggled at times last year, the 
defense was terrible most of the time. After finishing fifth in the 
country in 1995, the Bears dropped 100 places to 105 in 1996. 

The biggest problem was the run defense, which allowed 
286.8 yards per game and finished dead last in the nation 
(No. 111). Oklahoma State’s David Thompson exploded for 
321 yards against Baylor, while Texas Tech’s Byron 
Hanspard piled up 287 yards. 

“We have excellent team speed on defense, but we have very 
inadequate strength and size,” said Baylor defensive coordinator 
Ty Smith. “From what I've seen, these players don’t practice very 
physical and haven’t been committed to learning the game. 

“We'll play the guys who will make Baylor football a priority 
and not a pastime,” Smith said. “We'll play guys who want to be 
physical. I want some alley fighters out there.” 

The Bears are hoping for a big year from Glenn Coy, who 
moves from linebacker to end. Clifton Rubin has made a 
much bigger switch as he moves from defensive end after 
three years at fullback. 

“Coy is an intelligent player with experience, but he hasn’t 
been very aggressive and needs more of an attack personality,” 
Smith said. “Clifton has a big disadvantage with his height (6-0), 
but he can make plays with his speed and athletic ability. By mid- 
season, he should be humming along pretty good.” 

Dwight Johnson is expected to start at tackle after making 
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Pos, Ciass Hr. Wr. HomeTown Pos, Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
70 ane Addison OL Fr 64 286 Dalos 2 ie Curtis Henderson FS dr 5-9 192 Humble 
17 Jemoine Alfred GB 61216 Baytown Leonard Hill 1B S62 211 Goheson 
15 Matt Anderson CB Sr S11 188 Garland 85 Clifordom TE. de 6-4 255 Becuront 
9 Morris Anderson WR de G1 191_‘Tyler 2 Robert Jackson «RB. So S10 247 Houston 
21 Sean Amistad SS So.-5-10 182 Alief 55. Jaxon Jackson 1B So 60 216 Giddings 
44 Don Arroyo BS 63 Bl Cuero 5 Odell James GB fr 63. 217 Addie 
24 Rodney Arimore «DB Sr «60212 Goheston 2 Bilotly == RB So. SN 195 Katy 
33. Kyle Ateberry PK So 60175 Kingwood 35. Cossidy Jenkins WR Fr 511173 HotSprings, AR 
56 Dan Augustine Bo So 62 207 Flaw 82 DwightJohnson DT So 64 271 Woxo 
17 ComelvsBonks = Bsdr~=— 63.221 Sugarlond 69 Michoel Johnson OL Sr 63309 Kay 
34 Dovid Bennet RB 61225 Addlson 50._John Jones 1B Fr 60200 China Spring 
18 Rodney Benson DB Fr 61188 Amarillo 14 David Joseph QB dr 511186 Artesia, NM 
3. Tommie Block GB So 6-0 209 Kavhmon 81 Poul Lamb TE $0 63 206 Goheston 
25 BrandonBonds FS So 510195 CompusChrisi «82. Lichle TE So 63 224 Topeka, KS 
12 McKinley Bowie 1B Fr._— 6-1 237 Aldine 40 Jodytitleton B/C Se 61235. Brighion, CO 
52 Matt Brown IB So 61220 Atlnglon 4 koeManor CBS SHO. 172 Austin 
3. Matt Bryont PK ir «5-9 190 Orange 73 Larry MeRoe OL So 65 280 Angen 
29 Ech Burkins RB So. «S:7—186 PortArhur 13 BrentMcForling PKS sS-11«196 Austin 
6 Darrel Bush RB Fr 59 186 Jersey Vlloge 4) Kris Micheoux 1B Fr 61 233._Jersey Vlloge 
26 Chris Cognolat WR Sr 57 150 ChinoHils,CA 4 RobertNedl CB. So. 59197 Garland 
91 James Calin DT So 61 275. Keller 27 Anthony Overstreet = RB Sr «= 6-0 218 Toki 
19 Michael Campbell WR Fr_—5:B 181 Seguin 37 Kenyada Parker 1B 6-2 208 Sugarland 
83 Chad Chmelar TE dk 64 283 Coldwell 88 Gerald Patteon WR Sr 62 211 Killeen 
51 Eric Cay “1B Fr 61232 Houston “19. Joseph Pouncy WR Fr 60 196 Dallas 
8 Nikia Codie WR J 63207 Clebume 45. Dovid Quinene RB So 59 (197 Killeen 
20. Mark Cog WR So 61185. Houston 34 TroyReynolds DEF «G1 233 ‘Escondido 
75. Ellis Coton DE fr 63 320 Shermon 76 CorlosRocha Ss OL_—sSo 63293 Kay 
58 Glenn Coy DE Sr 63254 Kauhnon 31 Clifon Robin DES 60 224 Welih LA 
20 Clarence Cre Br 63.224 Houston 55. Chris Sampy OL 61 270 Houston 
79. David Davis OL Ss 64 317 Dols 21 Darwin Scott FS fr 5:10 198 dosper 
18 Brandon Dennard WR So 61170 Duncomile 86 Garner Simpkins WR Jr 59 177 Kewanee, Ik 
80 _Brodley Domel TE Sr 6-4 233 Necdhile V4 Rodney Smith SS So 0 223 Waco 
22 Jerod Dougles RBS 59180 Comerse 83. Justin Snow DE So 63 230 Abilene 
53. Donny Fletcher OL Sr 6:4 267 Plano 49 Wode Speckels P So 63214 —ElCompo 
99 DerrickFlether OL. sr 66350 Aldine “47 ‘Erie Stanley (BF 60217 Duncomille 
1 Dexter Ford RB dr S11 225. Das 48 lawrence Sterling RB. Fr ~=—«S:9 206 Caland, CA 
AB CharlsFoser DE So 1 238 Waco 16 David Sulivan PK Fr S10. 169 Longview 
38 PorickFroncs DB r «S60 177 Houston 54 Toby Summers Ol So 62 255 Jersey Village 
93 MeWinGardoer «DE—sfr._—«63.— 237 ‘Rockdale 74 Brian Sutton OL So 64 268 Ft. Worh 
59 Kelvin Garmon Ok 6:2 298 Halem 23 Denrius Thompson «WR Jr 6:2 210 CedorHil 
2% BrionGreen ss DB-sFr~—«59 197 LaPorte V1 Von Vondergrif = WR Sr 61169 Orlando, FL 
39 Trey Hogins PSo_ 60 172 _ Lille Rock, AR 28 Ahmad Washinglon CB ik 59 181 Houston 
60 Bradley Hajart 1B Fr «66-0216 Longview _7 Jeff Watson QB s 60 25 College Station 
30 DrewHording DBS «59175. ‘Doles 4 Doniel Witmer WR fr 57 168 Houston 
53 Phillip Horfield 1B fr «S11 201 Round Rock 18 JohnWingerter = PKs. sS:10 (184 Tuo, OK 
25. Bryan Hawkins PK or 59 166 Waco “25 he Ss 


Roster and depth chart subject fo change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Jeff Watson, Sr/Jermaine Alfred, Jr 
FB Anthony Overstreet, Sr/Robert Jackson, So 


TB = Jerod Douglas, Sr/Darrell Bush, Fr 


FL Nikia Codie, Jr/Chris Cagnolatti, Sr 
SE Derrius Thompson, Jr/Morris Anderson, Jr 


LE — Glenn Coy, Sr/Clifton Rubin, Sr 
\T Dwight Johnson, So/James Calvin, So 


RT Chris Sampy, Jr/Ellis Cotton, Fr 


RE Justin Snow, $o/Charles Foster, So 


TE Bradley Domel, Sr/Chad Chmeler, Jr 
tT David Davis, Sr/Clifford Isom, Jr 
LG __ Kelvin Garmon, Jr/Toby Summers, So 


CS Danny Fletcher, Sr/Toby Summers, So 


Clarence Cruse, Jr/Cornelius Banks, i 
LB Jody Littleton, Sr/' Kris Micheaux, Fr 

} Kenyada Parker, Jr/Jason Jackson, So 
CB = Joe Manor, Sr/Matt Anderson, Sr 

CB Robert Neal, So/Matt Anderson, Sr 


RG Michael J Johnson, Sr/Brian Sutton, So 
RT Derrick Fletcher, Jr/ Larry McRae, So 


PK Matt Bryant, Jr/Kyle Atteberry, So 


SS Sean Armistead, So/ Rodney $ Smith, So 


FS Curtis Henderson, Jr/Darwin Scott, fr 


P Kyle Atteberry, So/Matt Bryant, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


aylor coach Dave Roberts is entering 

his 11th year as a college head 

coach, but he’s probably best known 
as an outstanding recruiter. 

In 1986, Roberts was named one of 
the top five recruiters in the nation by 
Sports Illustrated when he was the head 
coach at Western Kentucky. 

His secret? Outwork the competition. 

“Football is Dave's life,” said Baylor 
offensive coordinator Daryl Drake. “He’s 
relentless, tireless. He’s very demanding on 
his coaches and himself. He'll challenge you 
every day.” 

Every defensive coach on Baylor's staff 
has been a defensive coordinator at some 
point in his career. 

Current Baylor defensive coordinator 
Ty Smith held that position at Purdue and 
Louisville. Linebackers coach Andy McCol- 
lum was Baylor’s defensive coordinator in 
1995-96 under former coach Chuck Reedy. 

Defensive tackles coach Jim Holland 
was defensive coordinator under Dave 
Roberts at Northeast Louisiana from 1989- 
93. Secondary coach Mike Cassity has been 
defensive coordinator at several schools, 
including Cincinnati and Georgia Tech. 

¢ Baylor took a big hit in the off-season 
with injuries, suspensions and departures. 

Senior linebacker Dean Jackson, the 
team’s leading tackler last season, was 
forced to quit football after learning that he 
played the last eight games of 1996 with a 
broken neck. 

Starting senior safety Rodney Artmore 
and sophomore cornerback Allen Pace 
were kicked off the team for breaking team 
rules. Meanwhile, starting senior defensive 
linemen Roderick Kinney and Sheldon Mal- 
lory were suspended after they were 
charged with check fraud. Senior guard 
Jerome Jackson and senior cornerback 
Greg Steele quit the team. 

After playing safety last season, Nikia 
Codie had an impressive spring at wide 
receiver. In exchange, Daniel Wiltumer 
switched from wide receiver to cornerback. 

Clifton Rubin, a former fullback, is chal- 
lenging for the starting spot at defensive 
end. Meanwhile, Chris Sampy could start at 
defensive tackle after playing offensive 
guard last season. 

Former nosetackle Derrick Fletcher is 
expected to start at offensive tackle. 

— John Werner 
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ONE OF THE MOST HERALDED RECRUITS 
IN BAYLOR HISTORY, JEROD DOUGLAS 
RUSHED FOR 1,114 YARDS 
AS A SOPHOMORE IN ‘95. 

PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


44 tackles as a backup last season. For- 
mer offensive lineman Chris Sampy and 
redshirt freshman Ellis Cotton will also 
play tackle, while Justin Snow and 
Charles Foster should contribute at end. 

The Bears suffered a blow when start- 
ing defensive linemen Roderick Kinney 
and Sheldon Mallory were suspended 
from the team after being charged for 
check cashing fraud. 

But their biggest loss was linebacker 
Dean Jackson, the team’s leading tackler. 
Jackson was forced to quit after learning 
that he played the last eight games of last 
season with a broken neck. 

With Jackson gone, Clarence Cruse is 
Baylor's top returning linebacker. 

“We'll count a lot on Clarence,” 
Smith said. “He’s a solid player, but 
he’s got to get bigger and stronger to 
play in this league.” 

While Cruse appears to have the 
strongside linebacker spot nailed down, 
Jason Jackson, Leonard Hill and Kenyada 
Parker are battling for the weakside spot. 
Jackson showed flashes of brilliance as a 
true freshman last season. 


Douglas to Spread Field for the Bears 


fter an injury-riddled junior 
A season, Baylor tailback Jerod 

Douglas is primed for a spec- 
tacular senior year. 

Douglas will be all over the field in 
first-year coach Dave Roberts’ offense. 
Besides carrying a heavy load at tail- 
back, he’ll line up at wide receiver and 
slotback and return punts and kicks. 

“We’ll probably even let him carry 
the water to the bench and coach a lit- 
tle,” Roberts said. “He should be a 
tired camper at the end of games.” 

One of the most heralded recruits 
in Baylor history, Douglas rushed for 
1,114 yards as a sophomore in 1995. 
If not for an injury in the final game 
against Texas, Douglas could have 
broken Walter Abercrombie’s school 
record of 1,187 yards set in 1980. 

But injuries were more the norm 
than the exception for Douglas last 
season. Bothered by a nagging ham- 
string pull, Douglas was limited to 
667 yards in nine games. 

“T was upset that I couldn’t con- 
tribute more to the team,” Douglas 


After spending most of his career as the 
deep snapper, Jody Littleton is battling for 
the starting middle linebacker spot against 
redshirt freshman Kris Micheaux. 

“Jody is tough and has gocd size, and 
he’ll bring some leadership qualities to the 


defense,” Smith said. “The guy in the 
middle has to be the bell cow.” 

The strongest area of the defense 
could be the secondary. Senior Joe 
Manor, who was academically ineligible 
last season, has tremendous speed and 
good instincts. Sophomore Robert Neal 
had some big moments as a freshman. 

“Tm really excited about Neal,” Smith 


said. “That hamstring injury messed 
up everything. I’d think that it was 
okay, but then I'd reinjure it. It was 
a pretty disappointing year.” 

Though he only stands 5-9 and 
weighs 180 pounds, Douglas has 
breakaway speed and can also get the 
tough yardage inside. Douglas, who is 
third on Baylor’s all-time rushing list 
with 2,254 yards, needs 1,412 yards 
to surpass Abercrombie’s career 
school record of 3,665 yards. 

“Jerod is a truly gifted player,” said 
Baylor offensive coordinator Daryl 
Drake. “He’s not big in stature, but he’s 
big in heart. He can run inside and out- 
side and he’s so deceptive with his size. 
He’ll flourish in this offense.” 

Douglas has adapted to Roberts’ 
“Multiple I” offense and is looking 
forward to getting more involved in 
the passing game. In three years at 
Baylor, Douglas has only caught 22 
passes for 168 yards. 

“Jerod could get 1,000 yards rush- 
ing or receiving,” Drake said. “We just 
want to get the ball in his hands.” Q 


said. “He works and competes hard. 
Manor is a talented guy, but he needs to 
play more physical.” 

After starting six games at strong 
safety last season, Curtis Henderson will 
slide over to free safety. Sean Armistead 
and Rodney Smith are battling at strong 
safety, while Matt Anderson should fit into 
the picture at both cornerback and safety. 

“I'm pleased with Henderson's com- 
mitment to the game — he seems to have 
a broad understanding,” Smith said. “Matt 
Anderson is a tough, physical guy that 
we'll get on the field somewhere.” 

Matt Bryant, a former juco All-Ameri- 
can at Trinity Valley College, is expected 
to start at kicker. Kyle Atteberry is 
expected to handle the punting duties 
after kicking last season. 

Despite the massive job ahead of him, 
Roberts usually wore a smile on his face 
during his first months on the job at Bay- 
lor. His enthusiasm was contagious. 

“When we see the kind of enthusiasm 
that Coach Roberts has, we can’t help but 
get excited,” Alfred said. 

— John Werner 
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Buffs Have Big Holes to Fill ... Again 


t’s just his third year as Colorado's head football coach, 

but excuse Rick Neuheisel if he believes he’s trapped in a 

time warp. 

In many ways, it feels like 1994 all over again, when Neuheisel 
inherited the program from Bill McCartney and promptly found 
himself having to replace a Heisman Trophy winner (Rashaan 
Salaam), the Big Eight’s career total offense leader (quarterback 
Kordell Stewart), CU’s career receiving leader (Michael West- 
brook), and a Jim Thorpe Award winner (Chris Hudson) among 
10 NFL draft picks. 

The hits aren’t quite as devastating this year, but Neuheisel 
did lose 18 seniors including a Butkus Award winner (Matt Rus- 
sell), an All-America guard (Chris Naeole), CU’s No. 2 career 
passer and season record-holder from 1996 (Koy Detmer), the 
school’s No. 2 career receiver (Rae Carruth), and an All-Big 12 
free safety (Steve Rosga). 

On the first day of spring practices, Neuheisel remembers 
scanning the field and thinking, “Where’s Rae? Oh, Rae’s gone. 
Where’s James (Kidd, another graduated receiver), Oh, he’s 
gone, too.” 

But if history repeats, Neuheisel need not worry. 

Colorado doesn’t rebuild, it reloads. Neuheisel’s inaugural sea- 
son is proof positive: the Buffs went 9-2 in the regular season and 
whipped Oregon in the Cotton Bowl. 

So with the personnel losses perhaps not as costly this year, 
Colorado should be in line for another 9-2 campaign, which, coin- 
cidentally, also was Neuheisel’s record in 1996 (10-2 counting a 
Holiday Bowl victory over Washington). 

Neuheisel won't lie: It won’t be easy replacing Russell, Naeole, 
Carruth and Rosga. 

Quarterback might be another story, 
and therein lies a big reason for optimism. 


Though he only saw prime-time action in one game last year, 
Hessler made the most of that opportunity, helping Colorado rally 
to a victory over eventual Big 12 champion Texas. 

Hessler, who threw for 2,136 yards and 20 touchdowns in 
1994, should pile up impressive passing numbers this year. CU has 
produced five straight 2,000-yard passers while averaging almost 
3,000 as a team. 

Even without the speedy Carruth (54 catches, 1,116 yards, 22 
touchdowns last season) and Kidd (21 catches), Hessler won't 
have a shortage of quality receivers. Back are Phil Savoy (second 
on the team with 43 catches), Chris Anderson (21) and Darrin Chi- 
averini (seven catches but a “breakthrough” game in the Holiday 
Bowl with seven catches and a tying touchdown grab). 

With the exception of Savoy, that trio can’t match the speed of 
Carruth and Kidd. But true sophomores Ryan Nunez and Marcus 
Stiggers can, and Neuheisel is counting on them for big plays after 
combining for just three catches last season. 

“Il hope the hallmark of our program is that guys like Nunez, 
Stiggers and (redshirt freshman Jevon) Green take over for Carruth 
and Kidd,” Neuheisel says. 

But that won't be the key for Colorado’s offense in 1997. CU 
has averaged 169 yards rushing (189.5 in 1995, 148.6 in ’96) in 
the two seasons since Salaam won the Heisman Trophy with 
2,055 yards. Salaam had 420 yards more than the entire CU team 
did a year ago. Worse, the Buffs averaged just 4.0 yards per carry, 
a yard below their target. And, in their two losses that cost them a 
shot at the national title, the Buffs had a mere 70 yards rushing 
versus Michigan and 51 versus Nebraska. 

Colorado is addressing its rushing deficiency by making the 


Two years ago, Neuheisel was unconcerned 
when Detmer stepped in for Stewart, a 
three-year starter. This year, fifth-year senior 
John Hessler takes over for Detmer. 

The name should ring a bell. Hessler 
took over four games into the 1994 season 
when Detmer suffered a season-ending knee 
injury and promptly rallied the Buffs to con- 
secutive comeback wins over Texas A&M 
and Oklahoma, then secured a Cotton Bowl 
berth by leading CU on a game-winning 
touchdown drive in the final minutes of the 
final regular-season game at Kansas State. 


STRONG SAFETY RYAN BLACK IS A FORMER 
WALK-ON WHO HAS EMERGED AS A STARTER. 
PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


1996: 10-2 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (2nd 
North) 

COACH: Rick Neuheisel — At CU and 
Overall: 22-4, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 Offense, 
7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB John Hessler, 
WR Phil Savoy, DT Ryan Olson, 
MLB/DE Terrell Cade, WLB Hannibal 
Navies, SS Ryan Black, OG Melvin 
Thomas, DE Nick Ziegler, TE Broday 
Heffner 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Rick Neuheisel 
is a master of the passing game, and 
with Hessler throwing to another tal- 
ented group of receivers, the Buffs 


again should be one of the nation’s top 
throwing teams. Increased use of a full- 
back should help the running game. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: CU's running 
game could be in for another rough 
year if the line play doesn't improve or 
injuries hit the interior, which is not very 
deep, including tight end. An injury bug 
to the linebacking corps also could be 
devastating. 

OVERVIEW? Colorado has all the mak- 
ings of another Top 10 team. But 
unless CU proves it can run the football 
against teams of equal talent level, it 
will be left out of the major bowl picture 
for the third-straight year. 
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UFFALOES*REGRUITING 


Name /' Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece Nane / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hici i001 / COLLEGE 
David ANDREWS FB 6-4, 230 Tuscon, AZ Sabino Robert HAAS DE 6-5, 250 Boulder Fairview 
Ranked No. 1 player in preseason in Arizona by SuperPrep @ Prep Football Report All-West @ Tacoma Originally signed with Colorado in 1996 @ Prep Football Report All-American @ All-State # National 
News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, rushed for 802 yards with 10 touchdowns. Recruiting Advisor All-Midlands # As a senior, was in on 62 tackles with eight sacks, five forced fumbles and 
two blocked punts @ As junior offensive guard, graded 89 percent on blocking assignments. 
Justin BANNAN DE 6-4, 255 Fair Oaks, CA Bella Vista 
Ranked No. 7 prospect nationally in Jumbo Athlete category by SuperPrep @ Tacoma News-Tribune Western Roman HOLLOWELL WR 5-7, 155 Denver Mullen 
100 @ Played eight different positions as a senior @ Three-year team captain. PrepStar All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 35 prospect in Mid- 
lands by SuperPrep @ Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, caught 50 passes for 645 yards. 
Damion BARTON TB 5-11, 180 Corona, CA Centennial 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 57 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep @ Erin HUIZINGH OT 6-8, 255 Tempe, AZ McClintock 
Ranked No. 8 prospect in the West by Prep Football Report @ All-State As a senior, rushed for 2,002 SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStar All-American # Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ All-State @ As a 
yards and scored 26 touchdowns . senior, graded 92 percent on blocking assignments and did not allow a sack . 
Brad BEDELL OT 66, 295 Arcadia, CA Mt, San Antonio College Johnny JACKSON DE 6-3, 260 San Diego, CA St. Augustine 
Ranked No. 4 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Conference Player of the Year # Did not allow Ranked No. 51 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep # Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ Two-time All- 
a sack last season Prep Football Report All-Region as high school senior . ue @ As a senior, had 65 solo 5, 98 assists, 18 sacks and 39 tackles for loss @ Caused 13 fumbles 
and blocked six kicks @ Caught 11 passes for 171 yards and two scores, 
Albus BROOKS FS 6-1, 180 Claremont, CA Claremont 
Ranked No. 19 defensive back nationally by SuperPrep @ PrepStar All-American @ USA Today honor- Cortlen JOHNSON TB 5-9, 185 Florissant, MO Hazelwood Central 
able mention All-American # Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, had 54 tackles and five Ranked No. 13 prospect in Midlands by SuperPrep @ PrepStar All-American @ As a senior, ran for 11 
interceptions, touchdowns and averaged 14.8 yards per carry # Missed several games due to shoulder blade fracture. 
Kyle CABRAL LB 6-2, 220 Boulder Fairview Miles KOON TE 6-5, 240 Flower Mound, TX Marcus 
Originally signed with Colorado in 1996 @ Blue Chip All-American @ Ranked No. 31 player in Midlands by Prep Football Report All-Southwest Houston Chronicle Top 100 list As a senior, caught 30 passes for 
SuperPrep @ As a senior, was in.on 108 tackles, including 14 sacks and 23 tackles for loss @ Had 10 sacks 450 yards @ As a junior, caught 47 passes for 582 yards and six touchdowns. 
as a junior. 
Scott NEMETH LB 6-2, 220 Aliso Niguel, CA Aliso Niguel 
Zimbalist CARTER CB/QB 6-2, 180 Riverside, CA Riverside Poly USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No, 88 prospect in California by SuperPrep # Three 
PrepStar All-American @ Prep Football Report All-West @ Ranked No. 10 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep time All-League @ As a senior, rushed 214 times for 1,568 yards and 27 touchdowns. 
Tacoma News-Tribune Wester 100 @ As a senior, completed 57 of 130 passes for 688 yards and three 
scores @ Ran for seven scores # Had 30 tackles, six passes broken up and one blocked kick. Victor ROGERS OT 6-6, 300 Federal Way, WA Decatur 
Parade All-American USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 4 offensive lineman nationally by Super- 
Cedric CORMIER WR 5-11, 175 Houston, TX North Shore Prep @ Ranked No. 4 offensive tackle nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, ded 93 
USA Today honorable mention All:American @ Ranked No. 1 player in Texas and Southwest Offensive percent on blocking assignments with 21 pancake blocks, 45 downfield blocks and 111 touchdown blocks, 
Player of the Year by SuperPrep # Ranked No. 3 nationally in Athlete category by National Recruiting Advi- 
sor @ Asa senior, completed 102 of 186 passes for 1,104 yards and 13 touchdowns. Marcques SPIVEY TB 6-3, 220 Aurora Cherry Creek 
PrepStar All-Big 12 Region @ Prep Football Report All-Midkands # Tacoma News-Tribune Westem 100 @ As 
Don GRAHAM TE 63, 220 Denver Thomas Jefferson a senior, rushed for 605 yards and nine touchdowns Caught 12 passes for 132 yards and two scores. 
SuperPrep All-Midlands @ PrepStar All-American Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, | 
caught 33 passes for 741 yards and six touchdowns @ Had 29 tackles, 12 sacks, four fumble recoveries and Mike WAMBOLT C 6-4, 285 New Hall, CA Hart 
an interception # Successful on six of 10 field goal attempts # Long snapper when he was not the kicker. USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No, 90 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep @ 
Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, had 10 touchdown blocks and did not allow a sack 
Ty GREGORAK LB 6-3, 250 Spokane, WA West Valley 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # PrepStar All-American # Ranked No. 9 linebacker nationally Terrance WOOD CB 5-11, 170 Pacifica, CA Archbishop Riordan 
and Far West Defensive Player of the Year by SuperPrep # Ranked No. 5 strongside linebacker nationally by aes All-Pac-10 Region Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ Two-time All-league @ As a senior, 
National Recruiting Advisor. had 56 tackles, hwo interceptions and four fumble recoveries # Rushed for 620 yards andl touchdowns. 
Andre GURODE OG 6-3, 285 Houston, TX North Shore Nate WRIGHT CB 6-0, 170 San Diego, CA Point Loma 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 12 offensive lineman nationally by SuperPrep # USA Today honorable mention All-American # PrepStar All-American Ranked No. 16 defensive back 
Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # Two-time All-District @ As a senior, graded over 86 percent on blocking nationally by SuperPrep # Tacoma News-Tribune Western 100 @ As a senior, was in on 81 tackles with five 
assignments with 67 pancake blocks @ Allowed only one sack in 1996. interceptions, 
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SENIOR TACKLE VILI MAUMAU RETURNS TO THE INTERIOR OF COLORADO’S DEFENSIVE LINE. 
PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


fullback a more integral part of the offense. 
Used exclusively in short-yardage or goal- 

line situations last year, look for more ran- 
dom use of two-back sets. 

“Last year we evolved with four wide- 
outs; this year it'll be more two backs,” 
Neuheisel said. 

Darren Fisk, a 240-pound former 
walk-on linebacker, is the only returning 
scholarship player at fullback. But Col- 
orado recruited one player, David 
Andrews, specifically for the position. And 
with five tailbacks returning plus three in 
this year’s recruiting class, CU probably 
will borrow from the tailback position to fill 
in at fullback. Top candidates are Tavon 


Cooper, Dwayne Cherrington, and 97 
recruit Marcques Spivey. 

There will be no shortage of tail- 
backs for CU, but there are concerns 
whether the Buffs have a difference- 
maker at tailback. Seniors Herchell 
Troutman (804 yards in 1996, his sec- 
ond-straight season with over 800) and 
Lendon Henry (539 yards and just over 
1,000 the last two years) have been ser- 
viceable backs, and junior Marlon 
Barnes, coming off a medical redshirt 
year, and sophomore Dwayne Cherring- 
ton have displayed some big-play capa- 
bilities. Incoming freshmen Damian 
Barton and Cortlen Johnson are 


deemed more breakaway threats and 
may see playing time, as well. 

But the Buffs are hoping the biggest 
difference-maker will be the play of the 
offensive line, which displayed a weakness 
inside despite the presence of Naeole. 
Terry Lewis, the sole line coach the last 
two years, has help. Tight ends coach 
Chuck Heater has added tackles to his area 
of responsibility, with Lewis handling 
guards and centers. It means more individ- 
ual attention, which Neuheisel believes will 
translate into an improved unit in the run- 
ning game. 

CU will try to compensate for losing 
Naeole by moving right tackle Melvin 
Thomas to Naeole’s spot at right guard, 
and fifth-year senior Aaron Wade takes 
over at left guard. Keys will be the develop- 
ment of center Adam Reed, a former 
Northwestern transfer who had a so-so first 
year starting, and Thomas’ replacement at 
right tackle, one of two third-year sopho- 
mores, Shane Cook or Ryan Johanning- 
meier. Andrew Welsh returns at left tackle. 

Neuheisel conceded improvement in 
the offensive line is most vital to Col- 
orado’s overall success in 1997. “And I 
think we’re going to do that,” he said. 
“We're looking forward to enhancing our 
situation there.” 

As on offense, a crucial area on 
defense for the 97 Buffs will be their play 
up the middle — especially at middle line- 
backer and free safety. 

Russell and Rosga were staples at 
those positions the first two seasons of the 
4-3 defense installed in 1995 by new coor- 
dinator A.J. Christoff. Last year they were 
second and third on the team in tackles 
with 137 and 122, respectively, and Rosga 
had five of his team’s 13 interceptions. CU 
will miss their athletic talents, but perhaps 
more so their leadership and intelligence 
on the field. 

Both replacements might not be 
decided until fall camp. 

Terrell Cade, a 6-4, 235-pound junior 
who has had moments of brilliance at 
defensive end, appears to be the most 
likely successor to Russell. He’s more ath- 
letic, but probably not the prototype run- 
stuffer Russell was. Also in the picture are 
junior Clifton Peters, the backup in 1995 
who sat out last season with a health prob- 
lem, and incoming freshman Ty Gregorak, 
one of the nation’s top linebacker recruits. 

Cade’s status could be affected by a 
pre-spring knee injury to Fred Jones, the 
heir apparent to defensive end Greg Jones. 
Fred Jones tore an anterior cruciate liga- 
ment playing basketball and may not be 
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1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


John Hessler, Sr/Jeremy Weisinger, So 
Herchell Troutman, Sr/Lendon Henry, Sharad 
Phil Savoy, Sr/I Robert Toler, So “a 
Darrin Chiaverini, Jr/Chris Anderson, Sr 


Marcus Stiggers, So/Ryan Nunez, So 
TE Tennyson McCarty, Sr/Brody Heffner, So 


“LT Andrew Welsh, Sr/Shane Cook, So 


Aaron Wade, Sr/| Ben Nichols, Sr 
C Adam Reed, Jr/Andrew Welsh, Sr 


LE Terrell Cade, Jr/lan Loper, Fr 
Ryan Olson, Sr/Aaron Marshall, Jr 

RT _ Viliami Maumau, Sr/Sean Jarne, So 

RE Nick Ziegler, Jr/Jesse Warren, So 
Hannibal Navies, Jr/Wes Pratt, Fr 

LB Clifton Peters, Jr/Mike Phillips, Sr 

Ron Merkerson, Sr/' Brandon Southward, Jr 
Toray Davis, Sr/Marcus Washington, Jr 
Domen Wheeler, So/Ben Kelly, Fr 


| ~ Melvin Thomas, Sr/Kane Cullum, So 
RT — Shane Cook, So/Ryan Johanningmeier, So 


PK Jeremy Aldrich, So/Jason Lesley, Sr 


SS Ryan Black, Sr/Rashidi Barnes, So_ 
FS Ryan Sutter, Sr/John Sanders, Fr 
Nick Pietsch, So/Andy Mitchell, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


he surprise development of a bitter- 

sweet spring was the emergence of 

Mike Phillips as the potential starter 
at middle linebacker. Phillips shared time 
last season with Hannibal Navies at weak- 
side linebacker, and missed the first week 
of spring ball to attend his sister's wedding. 

When he returned, Phillips was moved 
to middle linebacker, where he finished the 
spring slightly ahead of Clifton Peters. Ter- 
rell Cade, a leading prespring candidate to 
start at MLB, was moved to weakside 
defensive end. 

¢ Tragedy struck the CU program 
again when running backs coach Ben Gre- 
gory died of a heart attack in April. 

¢ John Hessler maintained a clear lead 
over Jeremy Weisinger at quarterback, but 
Weisinger began to show why he was a 
touted signee in 1995. 

¢ Several key players missed spring ball 
while recovering from injuries, including 
starters Marcus Washington (cornerback; 
shoulder surgery), Ryan Black (strong 
safety; hamstring) and Tennyson McCarty 
(tight end; toe surgery). Of springtime 
injuries, only defensive end Fred Jones 
(torn ACL) and center David Herrick are 
not expected back by the season opener, 
after each underwent knee surgery. 

¢ Colorado experimented broadly with 
a two-back offense the first week of spring 
ball, focusing on the running game. But 
coach Rick Neuheisel wasn't ready to give 
it his full-fledged endorsement, though it 
should be an integral part of the offense. 

¢ With Herrick out with an injury and 
Martin Simmons struggling academically, 
starting left tackle Andrew Welsh also 
worked as the backup center, a position he 
played earlier in his career. Adam Reed 
remains the starter, but the issue hadn’t 
been settled. 

When Welsh played center with the 
first team, Shane Cook took his place at 
left tackle and Ryan Johanningmeier 
stepped in at right tackle. Line coach Terry 
Lewis says Cook and Johanningmeier, 
both third-year sophomores, are better at 
the same stage of their careers than Tony 
Berti and Derek West, CU's tackles in 
1994 who became NFL draft choices. 

¢ Herchell Troutman remained the 
No. 1 tailback ahead of Lendon Henry, but 
little evaluation was done at the position 
after Gregory's death. Neuheisel and offen- 
sive coordinator Karl Dorrell took over 
coaching the tailbacks. 

— Craig Harper 
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AN UNHERALDED AND UNTESTED BACKUP, 
HESSLER LED COLORADO TO SEVEN OF ITS 
10 VICTORIES WHILE PASSING FOR 2,136 
YARDS AND 20 TOUCHDOWNS. 

PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


available until midseason. Redshirt fresh- 
man lan Loper replaced Jones in the 
spring, but true sophomore Jesse Warren 
also factors in at defensive end as well as 
tackle. If Jones and Loper aren’t ready, 
Cade could wind up at end. 

Senior Ryan Sutter, who mainly has 
excelled on special teams, backed up 
Rosga last year. If he wins the job, CU's 
starting safeties — Sutter and Ryan Black 
— will be former walk-ons. But Christoff, 
who also coaches the secondary, is giving 
true sophomore Rashidi Barnes a chance 
to beat out Sutter. Barnes lettered as 
Black’s backup at strong safety. And it’s 
still unclear where Marcus Washington will 
play. The starting left cornerback last year, 
he has ideal size (6-2, 210) for free safety. 

How important are middle linebacker 
and free safety to Colorado’s defense? 

“Everything starts in the middle and 
works to the outside,” Christoff said. 

“The key is how good is the gut of 
your defense. The middle linebacker is the 
captain of your front. He has to make sure 
everybody’s lined up right, make adjust- 
ments, get the signal from the sideline and 
communicate to the rest of the team. We 
have to find the proper match there.” 

Soothing Christoff’s concern is the inte- 


Hessler’s Time Is Now ... Finally 


oy Detmer is gone, and that can 
K only mean one thing for Colorado’s 

John Hessler: He’s no longer one of 
college football’s best quarterback caddies. 

It took him until his fifth year, but 
Hessler finally landed the leading-man role 
all by himself. 

Sure, he rescued the Buffs four games 
into the 1995 season when Detmer’s junior 
year ended prematurely with a torn ante- 
rior cruciate ligament. An unheralded and 
untested backup, Hessler led Colorado to 
seven of its 10 victories while passing for 
2,136 yards and 20 touchdowns. 

He rallied Colorado to victory four 
times when the Buffs trailed and once when 
they were tied in the third quarter, earning 
the moniker “Comeback Kid.” 

After a year in the spotlight, Hessler 
returned to his understudy role in 1996. 
His lone curtain call came in the fourth 
game when Detmer suffered a first-half 
concussion. Enter Hessler to save the day 
again as he and the Buffs overcame a 17-7 


rior of the line, where CU has returning start- 
ing tackles Ryan Olson and Vili Maumau. 
Olson, smaller but the more active of the two 
seniors, was fourth on the team in tackles 
with 91 and first in sacks with 8.5, in a break- 
through season for the 6-2, 280-pounder. 


Also back is junior defensive end 
Nick Ziegler, the defensive MVP of the 
Holiday Bowl. 

Outside linebacking is rock-solid, with 
junior Hannibal Navies and senior Mike 
Phillips back to share the weak side posi- 
tion, and senior Ron Merkerson, a 250- 
pound run-stopper, on the strong side. 

Colorado lost right cornerback Dalton 
Simmons, but true sophomore Damen 


deficit and beat Texas 28-24, Hessler scor- 
ing the winning touchdown on a 1-yard run 
with 3:10 left. 

“Tt was rough going from playing 
eight games and then having to sit out 
another year,” said Hessler. “It was 
another learning experience, but I defi- 
nitely feel I got better.” 

That can’t be good news for Colorado's 
opponents this year, who probably were 
hoping for — make that expecting — a 
dropoff in performance at quarterback from 
Detmer, who threw for school-records of 
3,156 yards and 22 touchdowns (breaking 
Hessler’s record). 

“T tried to mold my game a little after 
(Detmer),” Hessler said. “I was unsure of 
myself when I got here, but now I’m real 
comfortable with what’s going on. Nothing 
surprises me anymore, and the coaches 
have confidence in me.” 

Apparently, not much surprises John 
Hessler, who should be a star in his final 
collegiate season. |_] 


Wheeler emerged late in the season as an 
excellent coverage man, shutting down 
Kansas State’s Kevin Lockett in a shutout 
of the Wildcats. Senior Toray Davis, 
another good cover man, might be ready 
to elevate his play, and redshirt freshmen 
Ben Kelly, a true speedster, and John 
Sanders might land backup roles, depend- 
ing on where Washington plays. 

But if CU can adequately replace Rus- 
sell and Rosga, there’s no reason to believe 
the defense won’t be every bit as good, if 
not better, than last year when the Buffs 
finished 23rd nationally in total defense 
and 31st against the run in probably the 
best rushing conference. 

Special teams is another matter. 

CU used two punters and two placekickers 
last year. Both Nick Pietsch and Andy 
Mitchell return, but they were a combined 
60th nationally in net punting (35.5 aver- 
age), which still was a considerable 
improvement from the previous year 
(94th, 32.1 with five blocked). 

Jeremy Aldrich capably replaced Jason 
Lesley as placekicker late in the season, 
hitting all four field-goal attempts — his 
only ones of the regular season — for all of 
CU’s points against Nebraska. 

— Craig Harper 
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IOWA STATE 


fogs 


CYCLONES 


And Now It’s Little Brother’s Time 


ow what? 
Troy Davis is gone, and with him went a truck-load of 
Iowa State rushing yardage. 

So here are the Cyclones, with only five victories and a tie to 
show for the three seasons Davis was in the backfield, searching for 
a replacement. 

The search isn’t expected to go far. 

It likely will stay right in the family. 

Darren Davis, Troy’s younger brother, figures to be the guy 
who starts at tailback next. 

“He’s built like Troy, and has a lot of the same skills,” coach 
Dan McCarney said. 

“His feet are every bit as quick as Troy’s, if not quicker. I don’t 
know if he’s as powerful at breaking tackles or is as explosive as 
Troy was, but he’s an excellent blocker and has great hands.” 

Ah, yes, those hands. 

Cyclone fans are still raving about the pass Darren caught for a 
27-yard touchdown in a 24-21 loss to Texas A&M. 

As a freshman, the 189-pounder ran for 204 yards in 30 
carries, caught eight passes for 117 yards, and ranked second in 
the Big 12 and 27th nationally with a 24.1-yard average on 21 
kickoff returns. 

But brother Troy was the big show — leading the nation in 
rushing with 2,185 yards, all-purpose yardage with 2,364, and fin- 
ishing No. 2 in the Heisman Trophy voting — before deciding to 
pass up his final season of collegiate eligibility. 

“| want to work hard and be successful, just like Troy,” Darren said. 


1996: 2-9 overall; 1-7 in Big 12 
(6th North) 

COACH: Dan McCarney — At lowa State 
and Overall: 5-17 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 

5 Offense, 9 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Darren Davis, 
QB Todd Bandhauer, SE Ed Williams, 

FL Tyrone Watley, PK Jamie Kohl 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: No one has 
questioned the Cyclones’ offense in 
McCarney’s first two seasons. Same 
thing in 1997. Troy Davis ranked No. 
1 in the nation in rushing and all-pur- 
pose yardage and No. 2 in the Heis- 
man Trophy voting last season. Brother 
Darren is set to take over for him. 


receivers. 


to get better. 


Williams and Watley are talented 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defense 
has been a weakness in recent years, 
and could be again. The Cyclones 
have ranked among the worst teams 
in the nation in stopping opponents, 
and must improve if their record is 


OVERVIEW: Bandhaver, a dropback 
passer, will give the team a new look 
on offense. No more scrambling by 
Todd Doxzon. Darren Davis showed 
flashes of brilliance as a freshman. If 
the defense improves, the Cyclones — 
could start winning. 


“I just hope this team can take it to another level. I want us to 
get into a bowl game.” 

McCarney is in his third season with the Cyclones. After inher- 
iting a team that went 0-10-1 under Jim Walden in 1994, his 1995 
record was 3-8, his 1996 record was 2-9. 

With Davis a premier back and with lowa State averaging 
28.5 points and 237.7 yards rushing per game — fourth in the 
Big 12 — it’s obvious offense wasn’t the problem. 

Defense was. 

Again. 

lowa State has ranked among the worst teams in the nation 
on defense in recent years. 

McCarney is a former defensive coordinator at Wisconsin, so it 
pains him when he sees what’s been happening at Iowa State. 

In 1996, the Cyclones were last in the Big 12 and 108th 
among 111 major-college teams — surrendering an average of 
484 yards per game in total defense. 

They were 11th in the Big 12 and 106th nationally in rushing 
defense with a 262.4-yard average, 11th in the Big 12 and 104th 
nationally in pass efficiency defense, and last in the Big 12 and 
104th nationally in scoring defense. 

Gone is Larry Coyer, who was McCarney’s defensive coordi- 
nator the past two seasons. 

He has been replaced by John Skladany, who had been a 
defensive coach at Colorado State. 

“John and I share a lot of the same philosophies,” McCarney 
said. “We've made some moves, and we’re building depth and tal- 
ent toward putting the kind of defense on 
the field that can win games instead of just 
leading in the second half.” 

Some changes with the defense started 
coming in the spring. There was less of the 
four-linemen, three-linebacker formation. 

In its place was a 5-2 scheme, which McCar- 
ney hopes will produce a more physical 
approach to the run-oriented Big 12. 

“l wouldn’t say we’re changing defenses 
totally,” McCarney said. “But there are some 
things we will emphasize that we haven’t 
emphasized in our first two years here. 

“We're not totally going to throw away 
our 4-3. We've had such a shortage of 
defensive linemen since I've taken the job 
that it’s been hard to play good defense no 
matter what front we've been in.” 


SPLIT END ED WILLIAMS HAS BEEN A 
THREE-YEAR STARTER AND RANKS SIXTH 


AMONG IOWA STATE’S ALL-TIME RECEIVERS. 
PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 
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ELONES* RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Coulee 


Malik ALUQDAH RB 5-11, 220 Staten Island, NY Susan B. Wagner 

Ranked No. 67 prospect in East Region by Prep Football Report # Two-time winner of Fabri Award as Staten 
Island's top player @ As a senior, gained 1,069 yards and 14 touchdowns @ Scored 34 career touchdowns, 
made 316 tackles and had 19 sacks @ Two-time All: +City. 


Breon ANSLEY DB 5-8, 165 Rowland Heights, CA Bishop Am 
All-League @ As a senior, rushed for 1,485 yards and 15 touchdowns @ Los Angeles Times “Ale ‘Valley team 
° niiar team fo state playoffs Had 40 solo tackles and two interceptions Three-year letterman in 


Jared BUCKSA DL 6-4, 240 New Brighton, MN Totino-Grace 
All-State @ As a senior, had 133 tackles @ Two-time All-Conference @ Team Most Valuable Player @ Had 
117 tackles as a junior @ Three-year starter # Had 350 career tackles @ Lettered in baseball and hockey. 


George CUNNINGHAM OL 6-7, 250 Algo Algona 
All-District # As a senior, had 40 tackles @ Hod 57 locdes and four sacks as a junior. 


Scott DAVIS OL 6-5, 275 Parkland, FL M. Stoneman Douglas 
All-Area @ Second team All-Broward County @ Helped team to district championship three consecutive sea- 
sons Two-way starter, 


Kevin DeRONDE LB 65, 225 Pella Pella 
Ranked No, 53 prospect in Midland Region by Prep Football Report @ All: sie 4 Asa senior, hod 110)| 
tackles @ Class 3A Player of the Year # All-County # Team captain # Two-way starter. 


Brian DONAHUE OL 6-5, 265 Alsip, Ik De La Salle 
Rated No. 80 prospect in Midwest Region by Prep Football Re aie All-Chicago Catholic League @ Honor: 
able mention All-State @ Long snapper # Member of basketball 


James FULLER RB 3, 245 Bloomington Normal 
As a senior, ran for 1,682 me an 33 touchdowns Hed feam to state playoffs @ Two-year starter # 
Averaged 17 points per game in basketball @ Member of track team. 


Carl GOMEZ P 6-2, 195 Miami, FL Killian 

All-State @ All-Dade County # Averaged 47.7 yards per punt Hit on five of seven field goal attempts and 
30 of 31 extra points as a senior # Hit 11 of 12 field goal tries as a junior # Career longest field goal of 
50 yards. 


Terrence GULLETTE DL. 6-4, 275 St. Paul, MN N. Dakota School of Science 
Junior college All-Division @ As prep senior, had 61 tackles and six sacks @ Helped team to state semifinals 
@ Two-year, two-way starter # All-Conference @ Had 14 career sacks # All-Conference track performer. 


Cory HANNEN OL 65, 265 Hiawatha Kennedy 
All-State # Two-time All-District # Three: year basketball starter, averaging 10 points per game as a senior @ 
All-District baseball player. 


ie HAYWARD LB ae 4, fn rt IL me A i , 

Ra No, 5 prospect in Midwest by Prep Football Report # Rated No. 3 strong side linebacker nationally 

by National Recruiting Advisor # Had 303 career tackles, 14 sacks and 27 tackles for loss @ All-State # As 
Mise had 97 tac tackles and five sacks # Three-time All-League # Played tight end and punted. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


Mike JACKSON DL 6-2, 245 Overland Park, KS Olathe North 
All-County @ All-League # As a senior, had 14 tackles and 27 tackles for loss. 


Andrew KELLY OL 6-3, 280 Knoxville Knoxville 
All-State defensive lineman # Had 45 tackles and six sacks as a senior # Second team All-State on offense # 
All-County # Two-time All-District # Three-year wrestling letterman, finishing fourth in the state. 


Vince KELLY OL 6-6, 265 St. Paul, MN Cretin-Durham Hall 
All-Conference ¢ All-Metro # Helped team to city championship ¢ All-Conference in track . 


Ryan MEYER DL 6-2, 260 Northwood Northwood:-Kensett 
Ak: State # As a senior, had 96 tackles, four fumble recoveries and three sacks @ Three: “year, two-way starter 
¢ Long snapper # Two-time Alll-Area @ All-District academic team National Honor Society. 


Andrew MOSER DB 5-11, 205 Colesburg Guttenburg 

All-State # District Offensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, rushed for 2,004 hres Mode 51 tack- 
les, six sacks, two interceptions and recovered two fumbles # Helped team to state playoffs @ All-Conference 
¢ Earned four letters in track and three in basketball @ Averaged 12 points per game in basketball. 


MOSES, Jr. RB 5-9, 165 Waterloo 
fark No. 55 prospect in Midland Region by Prep Football Report # All: Sa ° is a senior, rushed for 
1,313 yards mal 14 touchdowns, averaging seven yards per carry @ Set school rushing record previously 
held by his father # Two-time All- Conference. 


William PERRYMAN TE 6-4, 250 Burbank, CA Los Angeles Valley C. os 
J.C. Gridwire All-American # SuperPrep junior college All-American, ranked No. 24 prospect national 
Twortime team Most Valuable Player # Three-year prep starter @ Lettered in basketball, baseball and trac! ; 
Originally signed with Souther California. 


Luke PETERSEN LB 6-2, 215 Newton Newton 
As a senior, ran for 850 yards and 11 touchdowns @ All-State # League Co-Defensive Player of the Year # 
Three-year, Wwo-way starter All-State soccer goalie, 


Adam RUNK DB/WR 6-3, 175 Stillwater, MN Stillwater 

USA Today Minnesota Player of the Year @ All-State @ As a senior, caught 25 passes for 431 yards and Wo 
scores # Minneapolis Star Tribune Player of the Year @ Helped team to state semifinal game @ Had 1,530 
career receiving yards with 13 touchdowns Had 76 career solo tackles, 55 assists and 15 interceptions. 


Adam SANSALE OL 6-4, 280 South St. Paul, MN Cretin-Durham Hall 
Honorable mention All-State # All-Conference # Three: -year starter @ Lettered in track and basketball # 
Helped team fo state playoffs, 


Andy STENSRUD TE 6-7, 245 Loke Mills Lake Mills 

Ranked No. 65 prospect in Midland Region by Prep Football Report @ All-State @ Class A Player of the Year 
@ Had 89 career receptions for 1,471 yards and 16 touchdowns @ As a senior, had 34 catches for 560 
yards and nine scores @ Had 51 tackles, vecuding eight for loss @ Two-time All-District. 


Jay SUPER DL 6-3, 250 Olathe, KS St. Thomas Aquinas 
Asa senior, had 96 tackles and six sacks @ Knocked down six passes and had 5 ph for loss @ Second 
team All-State @ All-County @ Helped team to district championship, 


AWOOKATTHEGYGLONES 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(2-9-0, 1-7-0) PASSING Sept. 6 — atWyoming 
E P Comp YaArps Pct TD 
38 Wyoming (OT) 4] Doxzon 7) he OS a Sept. 13 at Minnesota 
A Bandhaver 7 3 13 42.9 1 1 
13 lowa 38 RUSHING Sept. 20 lowa 
42 Northern | 23 cae ae 
eet Dovis,T. 402 2185 54 61° 21 Oct. 4 — atMissouri 
' . Doxzon 86 223 2.6 48 4 3 
Spe ND) of Davis,D. 30 204 68 45 + O Oct. 11 at Texas A&M 
2) Texas A&M 24 Parmentier 3 9 3.0 6 0 ->; ==; _ a ee ee 
= = RECEIVING Oct. 18 Oklahoma State 
27 Oklahoma State 28 ma as — -- — 
— — a Oct. 25 Baylor 
21 Baylor A9 Williams, E. 34 49) 14.4 59 3 
i = Watley 27 419 15.5 45 4 
3] K 34 Green "22 222101 230.0 Nov. 1 atKansas 
sOsls (Davart: 13 71 | TT) = = == 


14 Nebraska 49 | Tackués: Brcka 127; Clark 115; Lincavage 110; Cooper 83, Nov. 15 at Nebraska 
. _ o InTeRCEPTIONS: Lincavage 3; Anderson 3; Williams, T. 2. _ 
20 Kansas State 35 QB Sacks: Clark 7; Elmore 2; Achebe 2; Ruffolo 2. 2 Nov. 22 Kansas State 


Tacktes For Loss: Cooper 6; Clark 5; Achebe 5; Ruffolo 4. 
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TODD BANDHAUER IS THE KIND OF QB WHO WON'T GET OUT OF TROUBLE BY RUNNING THE 
BALL LIKE TODD DOXZON DID, BUT HE’LL GET OUT OF TROUBLE BY THROWING IT. 
PHOTO BY PAUL JASIENSKI 


Quarterback Todd Bandhauer said 
he can “absolutely see the defense get- 
ting better. 

“A lot of the defensive players are 
friends of mine, and there’s an excitement 
in the air among them. They know what 
they have to do.” 

McCarney feels lowa State’s defense 
was pushed around too much in the last 
half in his first two seasons. 

Here are some examples of what hap- 
pened in 1996; 

* The Cyclones led Wyoming 35-17 in 

the fourth quarter. 

* They led Oklahoma State 24-7 in 

the third quarter. 

* They led Baylor 21-14 in the 

third quarter. 

* They led Kansas 31-27 in the 

fourth quarter. 

* They led Colorado 28-21 in the 

third quarter. 

But they lost every one of those games. 


The leader of the down linemen will be 
285-pound noseguard Greg Schoon, who 
made 65 tackles last season. Backing him 
up is former offensive lineman Chris 
Brunsvold, a 301-pounder. Right tackle 
Rudy Ruffolo, a former Wisconsin high 
school player of the year, has 131 career 
tackles and five sacks. Left tackle Antonio 
Mays played in nine games and started 
one as a true freshman. 

The outside linebacker/defensive end 
positions are battle-tested. James Elmore 
finished fifth among 1996 tacklers with 70. 
Chin Achebe has made 85 tackles the past 
two seasons. Inside linebacker Dave Brcka 
started every game last fall as a redshirt 
freshman, and led the Cyclones with 127 
tackles. Derrik Clark had 115 tackles, 
including seven sacks. Also back is Michael 
Cooper, who had 83 tackles in 1996. 

Gone in the secondary is Mike Lincav- 
age, who made 110 tackles and inter- 
cepted three passes last season. But a 


rising star is cornerback Dawan Anderson, 
who returned two interceptions for touch- 
downs and broke up a team-high seven 
passes in 1996. Like Anderson, cornerback 
Kevin Hudson is a two-year starter. Strong 
safety Tracy Williams has been a standout 
as a reserve the past two seasons, and now 
gets his chance as a starter. Free safety 
Preston Rhamy will battle redshirt fresh- 
man Dustin Avey. The offense should be 
able to put points on the board again. 

That's expected even though quarter- 
back Todd Doxzon, who started 27 games 
over four seasons and all 11 last year, is 
gone. Doxzon was a scrambler deluxe. He 
finished his career No. 3 on Iowa State’s 
total offense list with 4,203 yards. 

His successor will be Bandhauer, a 
6-3, 226-pound junior dropback passer 
who started four games as a freshman but 
played little as a sophomore. 

Injuries to Doxzon kept McCarney 
from redshirting Bandhauer. When Dox- 
zon was shaken up against Kansas last 
season, McCarney was forced to use 
Bandhauer. He led the Cyclones on a 
late scoring drive against Nebraska later 
in the season. 

“Bandhauer has a strong arm, good 
vision, and is a very coachable player,” 
McCarney said. 

“In the past, we've been 70 percent 
run, 30 percent pass. We're never going to 
be 50-50, but realistically we could be 60- 
40 or 65-35. 

“That means we’ve got to be more 
efficient in throwing the ball. Bandhauer 
is the kind of quarterback who won't get 
out of trouble by running the ball like 
Doxzon did, but he’ll get out of trouble 
by throwing it.” 

Bandhauer said, “If I have to run, | 
will. But that’s not my job. My job is to put 
the ball where it needs to be. I want to use 
my brains and my arm.” 

McCarney said Iowa State will try to 
throw an average of five to seven more 
passes a game than in 1996. 

‘Td like to throw 50 to 70 passes a 
game, but I don’t think it would help our 
team,” Bandhauer said. Passing will be a 
key to our offense.” 

Bandhauer said he “sometimes made 
foolish mistakes as a freshman because | 
didn’t know what was going on. Now I’m 
seeing things a lot better.” 

Redshirt freshmen Mitch Ryerson and 
Sage Rosenfels are Bandhauer’s backups. 
Darren Davis isn’t the only tailback. 
Damian Brown, a redshirt sophomore, is a 
two-time Colorado high school player of 
the year who rushed for 3,519 yards in his 
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OWASTAT 
CYCLONES SPRING ROSTER 


SPRING UPDATE 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. Name Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN evin Hudson and Damian Gibson 
2% Chin Achebe DE k 61 242 Stecbenvile, OH 54 Ande Lee Bk 60284 Chicago, I : 
“14 Dawan Anderson CB = 58168 Hozeeres,k Tl Kutleetow LSS 266 Sol ee wee 
7 Dustin Avey ff 63 199 Ames 23. Robes Lewis RB fr «= «59218 LeMorque, IX 
16 Todd Bondhover Bk 63 206 Cpt, 4 Mark Malloy RB fF 63 2 ial : being involved in alcohol-related incidents. 
50 Brion Bartholomew DS sk &:2 263 Watrloo “Bh Bemard Manson WR So SI) 195 Mimi, FL “They'll have to earn their way back 
70 _Ben Beaudet OF 64 296 oketno,MN 72 Bil Morcy OL So 65283 Hadion into this program,” coach Dan McCarney 
, ‘ater —— os ek toe a “ - Saori CA said. “This foundation has been based on 
dings 7 Antonio Mays é Woatey sce fs c 
83 Gerrick Bivins WR Se ll 177 Belleville, "87 GrontMcGraw WR fr 6&1 187  Pleosonhille discipline, and that will never change as 
79. Chore Bogwil Ok 62 292 Mons, 39 Jock Michell DE So 64 241 ‘Torrance, CA long as I'm here. They have to pay the 
1 Mike Brantly WR So 62 187 _ Long island, NY 35 Jedd Moore (Bo Fr «S11 189 Waterloo price. 
48 Dove Brcko iB So. 2235 West Des Moines 34 lim Morse (Bf 62 215 Minden Hudson, a senior who was expected to 
10 Dorion Brown RB «So. S11 198 Auroro,CO 37 Michoel O’Brien DB ok Sl) 194 Mebiie, LA start at cornerback, was charged with 
= ae a : “ Fa ee 4 tenes : : a a paee drunken driving. Gibson, a junior expected 
is Bruns Ir * ‘orest City 42 Joe Parmentier } rst, : . 
57 Matt Chapman OL 4 2B Creston 96 Kyle Pelocky TE lr 63 220 Betundod fo start at tight end, was charged with pub- 
27 Note Chown SS Fr 60 205 Boone “TI Duke Perfect PK S510. 195 Counc Bs lic intoxication. 
M1 Derik = BSG 245 Livermore 52 AdamPeog —=sOL_—«So— 3282 _—Charote McCarney suspended the players from 
38 Michael Cooper IBS «= 1215 Omaha,NE «BS. Tom Rade WR S511 183 Auli the spring game and said both had to per- 
73 Mare Cortez OL So &2 283 Tinky Park, | M _75 Net Rohfoldt OLS 63 288 Ames form 40 hours of community service and 
5 atts . - “ a i . atte . r * a ceeta go through a counseling program. 
nsmore 7 - 4 ing, James 9 - naw, Ml “ : . 
36 lames Eknore (BSo 62 229 Smiftown, NY 32. Preston Rhamy SS 5B 18) Avoca F Both of those kids had a fantastic 
Te nn ol eae 18 SogeRosenkes «GBF _~—«65 216 Moquolol spring — not just a good one,” McCarney 
“AO like fes (BS Sl 287 Ogden 51 OlverRoss ——=OL_—«Sr_~—«Sk 292 Los Angeles, CA said. “But they made a bad mistake and 
“A& MatGege = = = B-sdr~«=s«s«HOO193sMeMas 97 Rudy Ruffle DT Se = 3.261 Kenosha, WI they made a bad decision. They'll pay 
89 Damian Gibson TE + 6A 264 Marothon, FL. ~-49-Brondon Ruledge DE So 51) 214 Toma for it.” 
cs a hen ar eins | i icaiey ad ots — 
man Green 6 in fino, Matt Rysavy 7 NE e a 
41 CameronGregg sDE.=«So. 3247 Hawarden "90 Greg Schoon NG Sr «3.285 Sioux Ropids offensive right guard and free safety — are 
“6 MikeHonen OT ~S»~<62 ‘266 Onohn,NE (8 EbeShifed OLS 602 GayN still up for grabs. 
“AT RobHorken TE SoA 29 Wore “2 RyonSoh = CBSC*dRYSCOs«*SBOM76Bekmond Ben Beaudet and Bill Marsau are bat- 
4d RyonHarklou «DE «=A 242 Humboldt 35 MattSporks RB SoG] 212 _Newhon tling at right guard, and Dustin Avey and 
33_Jerome Heavens RB Fr_— 510.214 _ Inglewood, CA 69 NiglThape Tr 65258 eto MW Preston Rhamy are competing at free 
an yee — HA 7 = = eee -2 = a _— safety. McCarney said Beaudet was more 
in Miami, . ry ie . . 7 A 
a ee a en consistent late in spring practice. 
95. Jeremy Johnson DS/TE Fr 6-4 266 Cedar Rapids Thinner OL dt 63 280 Kasnos Ci, MO * The biggest surprise of spring prac- 
29° Seol Johnson DB ok © 63 (183 Holtein TB RegiVetaino OB fr 62 198 lowaFoll tice was defensive lineman Mike Hansen, 
“69 Noon Jorgenson OLS 9280 Johnston “Dl Tyrone Waley WR OS 59187 ‘Tulre, CA who left the team last August and dropped 
53 KevinkKeleron Lk 63208 Westend 5 JownWeie DLS 63248 Oto out of school for what McCamey called 
14 TochKimble PS SoG 179 Utbanddle $3 fmWeion OL fr 65278 Whelng personal reasons. He enrolled again in the 
“50 Kipking Ek 60281 FL Worh, IK 81 Ed Wilioms WR S63 197 Operlocks, Fl OR he EN 
47 Cory Kluver B + 60 212 Ankeny 31 Tracy Williams SSS =—60 220 Spring, X @ s Et 
19 Kemp Knighten ® k 60 196 Hickok, Fl 25. Kevin Wien (Bk 510° 188 Neth Canton, OH He's been fantastic,” McCarney said. 
9 Scot Koerselman of 6:2 202 Pleasonille 13. Josh Yotes WR Jt 59160 Lake Forest “He had some personal problems, but 
45 _Jomio Kehl Kk 60202 Waukesha, WI came back and has won a starting position 
98 Todd Lammert (8 Fr = 61-215 Omaha, NE Roster and depth chart subject to change. in the defensive line.” 


Hansen has three seasons of eligibility 
remaining. He was a 225-pound outside 
linebacker when he left. He played in all 11 
games as a true freshman in 1995, as a 
backup tight end and on special teams. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
a a ar 


QB Todd Bandhaver, Jr/Mitch Ryerson, Fr ri a: Ryan Harklau, Fr/| Brandon Rutledge, | So e Darren Davis was the offensive stand- 
TB Darren Davis, S So/James 5 O'Neal, Fr_ — divs Mike Hansen, So/James Reed, Li =| ouitof the Cyclones’ spring game. He tan 
FB a Joe Parmentier, Jr/Jerome Heavens, Jr —— NG Greg Schoon, Sr/Antonio Mays, So = | for 136 yar ds and'scored four touchdowns. 
FL___ Tyrone Watley, Sr/Garrick Bivins, Sr RT Rudy Ruffolo, Sr/ Nigel Tharpe, Fr a i antag 
SE Ed Williams, Sr/Daman Green, Sr RE — Chin Achebe, Jr/Kip King, Jr = Darren aS extremely elusive in the ong 

“TE Matt Rysavy, Sr/Kyle Pelecky, Jr 1B Dave Brcka, So/Andre Lee, Jr eben field, McCarney ce id of Troy Davis 
LT Oliver Ross, Sr/Jim Tuso, Jr : B Derrik Clark, Sr/Michael Cooper, Sr YOUrge brother. Troy te! Ole. powerful, 

“LG Matt Rahfaldt, Sr/Terry Thomas, So — 7 CB Doug Densmore, Fr/Kevin Wilson, Jr explosive Seely but Darren ue liable to 
C Marc Cortez, So/Ben Bruns, Fr_ E CB Kemp Knighten, Jef Ryan Sloth, Fr leave you in the dust with his open-field 

RG Bill Marsau, So/Ben Beaudet, Fr SS___ Tracy Williams, Sr/Nate Chown, Fr = RIONES: “He s really going to be an out: 

‘RT Kurt Levetzow, Jr/I Eugene Bernal, Jr a “FS Preston Rahmy, Sr/Dustin Avey, Fr a standing Tunning back at lowa State. 

PK Jamie Kohl, Jr/Duke Perfect, § Sr = P Cane Gomez, Fr/Zach Kimble, cay — Ron Maly 
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DARREN DAVIS RANKED SECOND 
IN THE BIG 12 AND 27TH NATIONALLY WITH 
A 24.1-YARD AVERAGE ON 21 KICKOFF 
RETURNS AS A FRESHMAN. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


final two prep seasons. 

Also being watched will be the 
progress of redshirt freshman James 
O'Neal. O’Neal, the New York state 
player of the year in 1995, rushed for 
2,165 yards and 32 touchdowns as a 
high school senior. 

Joe Parmentier, a 254-pound junior, is 
the No. 1 fullback. He is a proven blocker, 
and he caught three touchdown passes in 
1996. In high school, Parmentier was 
known as the “Human Battering Ram.” At 
Iowa State, he’s called the “Baby Bull.” 

Hez Jackson, a 244-pound sopho- 
more, is also in the picture. 

Another back who could play is 
Jerome Heavens, a redshirt freshman. His 
father played at Notre Dame. 

The pass receiving corps looks to be in 
great hands. 

Split end Ed Williams has been a 
three-year starter. He ranks sixth among 
lowa State’s all-time receivers with 93 
catches for 1,316 yards. Williams caught 
34 passes for 491 yards and three touch- 
downs last season. Flanker Tyrone Watley 
caught 27 passes for 419 yards and four 
touchdowns. He was a consistent player 


Darren Sets His Sight on Big Brother’s Records 


he first thing you notice are the 
T gold teeth. 
Both of them. 

Then the tattoos. 

All four of them. 

Meet Darren Davis, the sophomore tail- 
back who is a star in waiting at Iowa State. 

He’s the younger brother of Troy 
Davis, who finished second in the Heisman 
Trophy voting after leading the nation in 
rushing last season as a junior with 2,185 
yards, and all-purpose yardage with 2,364. 

Darren, who was Troy’s roommate 
last year, is expected to be his replacement 
this season. 

“Darren loves challenges,” coach Dan 
McCarney said. “He’s determined to go 
after all the records Troy set.” 

Darren knows he'll be compared with 
Troy, and he doesn’t care, 

“Tt doesn’t bother me one bit,” he said. 
“That's life. I’ve been going through it since 
I’ve been playing with him. 

“I just have to deal with it and play 
my game.” 


after transferring from Pacific. Also back is 
split end Daman Green, who was the 
Cyclones’ third-leading receiver in 1996 
with 22 catches for 222 yards, 

With Bandhauer figuring to throw 
more passes than Doxzon did, the num- 
bers of all the receivers should rise. 


“That’s really a talented group of 
kids,” McCarney said. 

However, McCarney lost plenty of 
strength in the offensive line. Gone are 
tackle Tim Kohn, center Patrick Augafa, 
guard Doug Easley and tight end Dennis 
DiBiase. All were strong blockers, and DiB- 
iase even found time to catch 11 passes for 
100 yards and one touchdown. 

To help plug the gap, McCarney said 
Bill Marsau has been moved from defen- 


Darren said he and Troy have a num- 
ber of similarities, but adds that there are 
differences, too. 

“Troy is a much more powerful back 
than I am,” he said. “I like to move around 
and give them a few moves. 

“But if it comes to a situation where | 
have to gain a yard or an inch, I'll use some 
of the power I have.” 

The Davis brothers combined for 432 
of Iowa State’s 524 rushes and 2,389 of the 
Cyclones’ 2,615 rushing yards in 1996. 

Darren ranked second in the Big 12 
and 27th nationally with a 24.1-yard aver- 
age on 21 kickoff returns as a freshman. 

He had four returns totaling 101 yards 
against Kansas, two for 63 yards. against 
Nebraska and two for 50 yards against Col- 
orado, He also returned four punts for a 
7.8-yard average, ran 30 times for 204 
yards and caught eight passes for 117 yards 
and one touchdown. 

“Darren’s a big play-maker,” McCar- 
ney said. “He’s got ability to take it the dis- 
tance whenever he touches the ball.” [_} 


sive tackle to offensive right guard to 
replace Easley. Marsau started all 11 
games on defense last season. 

“He weighs about 280 and he can be 
a really outstanding offensive lineman,” 
McCarney said about the sophomore. “I 
don’t know that he wouldn’t be on 
defense, but all he needs on offense is time 
and experience.” 

Left guard Matt Rahfaldt has started 23 
games in the past three seasons. Right 
tackle Kurt Levetzow moved from the 
defensive line to offense last spring and 
started eight games in the fall. Marc Cortez 
and Ben Bruns are candidates at center. 
Oliver Ross is the No. 1 left tackle. 

Gone is punter Marc Harris, lowa 
State’s all-time career leader with a 43- 
yard average. He averaged 45.7 last year. 

“We're bringing in Carl Gomez to be 
our punter,” McCarney said. 

Jamie Kohl missed his first extra point 
of the 1996 season and two of his first 
three field goal attempts, but then con- 
nected on 33 straight conversions and 
eight of 10 field goals. He’s back for his 
junior season. 

— Ron Maly 
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Jayhawks Need Time for Resurgence 


ew Kansas coach Terry Allen takes over a program 

that finished 4-7 and lost most of its top offensive 

weapons. But don’t call it a disastrous situation. Allen 
knows what that’s really like. 

Two years ago as Northern Iowa’s coach, Allen and assistant 
coach Wes Anderson were returning from a recruiting trip in 
Detroit when their chartered plane ran out of fuel about a mile 
from the nearest airstrip. 

“We were setting up on final approach,” Allen said. “We're 
five miles away. They say you can glide one mile for every 1,000 
feet you’re up, and it’s true. We missed it by a mile.” 

About 1,000 feet from the strip the plane plopped down in an 
lowa cornfield. It bounced its way to a barbed wire fence, jolting to 
a stop from 30 miles per hour. 

“The Good Lord took care of us by putting us in a cornfield,” 
Allen said. “We were very lucky.” 

Allen also felt fortunate on that late December day when 
Kansas athletic director Bob Frederick called and told Allen he was 
the choice to succeed Glen Mason. Allen was the third of five can- 
didates interviewed, the first from outside the program, and, many 
believed, would be the eventual runner-up for the job. New Mex- 
ico’s Dennis Franchione, with strong state ties to Allen’s none, 
seemed a more logical choice. 

But not to Frederick, who nine years earlier had made a simi- 
lar surprise hire when he tabbed a no-named assistant from North 
Carolina, Roy Williams, to take over one of the nation’s top bas- 
ketball programs. Character counts to Frederick, and nothing 
against the other candidates, but nobody rated higher in that 
department than Allen. 

“Tt came up often that he was a players’ coach,” Frederick 
said. “That was important.” 

So Allen, who thought he had a good 
shot at the Minnesota job Mason had 
taken and had turned down what 


Allen, who spent all 22 years of his life as a player, assistant and 
head coach at the Cedar Falls, lowa, school. 

Frederick didn’t let the I-AA thing bother him. Of the first 
21 Division I-A coaching hirings after last season, only one went 
to a Division I-AA coach. No doubt it’s a big step up. Division 
I-AA permits 65 scholarships, 20 fewer than I-A. There are nine 
full-time assistants in I-A, six in I-AA. But Allen is sure he can 
make the adjustment. 

“It's a battle I've had to fight,” Allen said. “I’ve always wanted 
to move on from Northern Iowa, and there have been a lot of 
questions whether a I-AA coach can make it on the I-A level. 
There’s that stigma out there.” 

That stigma kept Minnesota from hiring Allen and created the 
opportunity at Kansas. But while Minnesota was talking to Allen, 
Western Michigan called with its offer. Were there no other jobs in 
the offing, Allen would have landed at Western Michigan. Instead, 
he waited for a call from Minnesota that never came. 

“Turns out, it was a great thing that happened,” Allen said. 

Many great things have happened to Allen in football. He was 
a three-year starting quarterback for the Panthers. As a head 
coach, his teams went 3-3 against the Big Eight. Northern Iowa has 
been ranked for 87 straight weeks. Allen’s teams have produced 
three NFL players, including former All-Pro Bryce Paup. 

The superstitious Allen leaves nothing to chance. Lynn Allen, 
Terry's wife, always rides with her husband to home games and 
chats about everything except football. Lynn was out of town when 
Northern Iowa played Idaho last season, so she taped her thoughts 
for Terry’s drive. 

Allen’s secretary placed a box of crackers on his desk every 
Friday for his pregame snack on Saturday. Cheese-flavor only. The 
crackers traveled with the Panthers for road games. 


amounted to an invitation to take the 
Western Michigan position, became the 
program’s 34th head coach. 

“IT had a gut feeling about Terry during 
the interview,” Frederick said. 

And it wasn’t as if the resume reeked. 
Allen went 75-26 in eight seasons at North- 
ern Iowa, including 12-2 last season, which 
ended in the Division I-AA semifinals at Mar- 
shall. He’d taken the Panthers to the semifi- 
nals twice. Northern lowa won seven 
Gateway Conference championships under 


ALL-CONFERENCE CANDIDATE JASON THOREN 
MANS A STRONG JAYHAWKS DEFENSE. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


1996 RECORD: 4-7 overall; 2-5 Big 
12 (5th North) 

COACH: Terry Allen. At Kansas, first 
year. Overall: 75-26 in eight years at 
Northern lowa 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 


Offense, 8 Defense, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Eric Vann, 
WR John Gordon, LB Ron Warner, 
CB Tony Blevins, DT Brett McGraw, 
LB Jason Thoren 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Defense. It 
gets stronger from front to back. 


There are some questions on the 
line, but the linebackers and defen- 
sive backs are the team’s strengths. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: New 


offensive system, old coaching 
staff's players. 


OVERVIEW: This was a program 


ready for a coaching change. Now 
the Jayhawks will have to suffer 
through the adjustment period. Allen 
is a proven winner, but it may take 
more than a season to get it done. 
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Name / Position Size 


HomETOWN Hich ScHoou / Couece 
T.D. CALHOUN DB 5-9, 170 Arlington, TX Sam Houston 


All-District @ All-Area @ As a senior, had 34 tackles @ Two-year starter as running back and defensive 
back @ Sprinter on track team. 


Hanson CASTON LB 6-2, 230 Houston, TX Blinn JC 
Junior college All-American @ Finalist for national Junior College Most Valuable Player Award @ Had 69 
tackles, including 9.5 sacks, last season @ Helped team to consecutive national titles. | 


Ocasio COFIELD WR/DB 6-3, 185 Ft. Myers, FL Ft, Myers 
All-State @ Two-way starter @ As a senior, had 51 solo tackles and 60 assists # Had six interceptions, 
including one returned for a touchdown. 


Ben COLEMAN DL 6-5, 280 St. Paul, MN Highland Park 
Two-year starter @ All-Conference @ Started on offense and defense. 
Nate DWYER DL 6-3, 280 Stillwater, MN Stillwater 


Three-year starter # Helped team to state championship @ Two-time All-State @ Three-time All-Confer- 
ence @ Had 38 career sacks Two-way starter # Set schoo! record for defensive points scored. 


Jay FERGUSON LB 6-4, 210 liberty, MO liberty 
Played quarterback as a senior @ Linebacker and defensive end as sophomore and junior @ Led team to | 
conference and district championship in 1996. 


Termaine FULTON WR 5-10, 160 Topeka Topeka 

Ranked No. 7 wide receiver in Big 12 Region by PrepStar # Rated No. 89 prospect nationally by 
National Recruiting Advisor All-State @ Three-year starter @ Had 94 career receptions for 1,866 yards 
and 15 touchdowns @ Returned four kickoffs for scores 


Joe GARCIA PK 6-0, 170 Olathe North | 
Set state record with 27 career field goals and 133 extra points @ As a senior, hit on 19 field goals and | 
55 extra points for state record 112 points by kicking @ All-State Ranked No. 1 kicker in Big 12 
Region by PrepStar. 


Justin HARTWIG OL 6-5, 255 Des Moines, IA West Valley | 
Second team All-State @ All-Conference Three-year starter # Did not allow a quarterback sack as a} 
senior @ Starter on basketball team # Member of track team. 


Harrison HILL WR 5-11, 175 Wichita Collegiate 

Had 142 career receptions # Set state record with 3,112 career receiving yards and 42 scoring catches 
As a senior, had 41 receptions for 875 yards and 15 touchdowns @ Had seven interceptions @ All- 
State on offense and defense @ All-Stote centerfielder on baseball team. 


| 
| 
Sean INGRAM RB 5-9, 180 Denver, CO Montbello | 
Denver Post state Blue Chip list # All-League @ All-Metro @ As a senior, ran for 583 yards ond nine | 
touchdowns, averaging eight yards per carry @ Caught seven passes for 77 yards and a touchdown | 

} 


State 200-meter dash champion as a junior. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEGE 


Andrew LeCLAIR LB 66, 215 Mayville, ND Portland-Clifford-Galesburg 
USA Today honorable mention All-American All-State @ Three-time All-Region # Averaged 13 tackles 
per game as a senior # Three-year starter State triple jump champion @ Starting center on state cham- 
pion basketball team. 


Mike LEWIS RB 6-0, 180 Beloit, WI Memorial 
As a junior, ran for 1,000 yards # Senior season cut short by leg injury after playing in just one half of 
one game # Had 150 yards rushing in his only half of action in 1996. 


Adam MILLER TE 6-6, 225 Venice, FL Venice 
Led team in receptions @ As a senior, had nine sacks as defensive lineman @ Chosen for Florida Shrine 
Game @ Chosen to play in Down Under Bowl in Sydney, Australia. 


Akili ROBERSON QB 6-2, 185 Los Angeles, CA Southwest CC 

Two-year junior college starter, throwing for 3,200 yards and 23 touchdowns @ Prep city Player of the 
Year As high school senior, passed for 1,600 yards and 17 scores @ Three-year starter @ Originally 
signed with Kansas in 1996. 


Marcus RODGERS LB 6-1, 220 Dallas, TX Roosevelt 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Two-time All-Conference @ Chosen among top linebackers in Texas 
Qs a senior. 


Quincy ROE DB 5-10, 175 St. Louis, MO Hazelwood East 
All-League All-District # All-Metro @ Second team All-State @ Had 11 interceptions as a junior and six 
as a senior @ Three-year letterman in football and baseball # Originally signed with Kansas in 1996. 


Matt SULLIVAN @B/P 6-2, 200 Excelsior Springs, MO Excelsior Springs 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ As a senior, threw for 1,096 yards and 14 touchdowns 
Ran for over 700 yards and 18 scores @ Averaged 46.8 yards per punt @ Had seven pass intercep- 
tions @ All-Conference and All-District at four positions (quarterback, punter, placekicker and defensive 
back) @ All-State punter # Led team to state championship. 


Jason STEVENSON OL 6-3, 275 Killeen, TX Ellison 
Ranked No. | center in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor Rated No. 89 player in Texas by Super- 
Prep # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # All-District # All-Region. 


Brandon WIER DB 6-2, 175 Olathe North 

Two-time All-League As a senior, started seven games at wide receiver and five games at quarterback 
# Caught 10 passes for 255 yards and three touchdowns @ Had 66 tackles and seven interceptions # 
Led team to state title @ As a junior, was in on 90 tackles and intercepted five passes @ Starter on basket 
ball team and All-League in baseball. 


David WINBUSH RB 5-7,170 Killeen, TX Killeen 

Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # As a senior, led all rushers in Texas with 2,564 yards and 22 touch- 
downs @ Averaged more than seven yards per carry @ Had over 4,000 career rushing yards Helped 
team to state semifinal game. 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


(4-7-0, 2-6-0) 
Ball State 
TCU 

Utah 
Oklahoma 


Texas Tech 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
lowa State 
Kansas State 
Texas 


Missouri 
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10 
17 
45 
24 


30. 


20 
63 
3] 
38 
38 
42 


NAME An 
Johner 185 
Rutz 103 


Henley 302 
Vann 51 
Sanders 24 
Galbreath 34 
NAME N 

Byrd 53 
Henley 22 
Vann 20 
Gordon 16 


PASSING = Aug. 30 Kent State 
Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
96 1232 519 10 4 Sept. 6 TCU 
Syme S 29/5710 na 
RUSHING Sept. 20 at Cincinnati 
YARDS 
hy Din aE Oct. 4 Oklahoma 
7 OSG 1 = 
(Pry bn nn Oct. 11. at Texas Tech 
124) a Gre 33 1 
RECEIVING Oct. 18 at Colorado 
YARDS Avc To 1) 
Ta ce Oct. 25 Nebraska 
215 Vises due it 
284.~«14.2 70 1 Nov. 1 lowa State 
DAD ISO mLal 2 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 


Tacktes: Ward 121; Blevins 93; Thoren 67; Gaddie 67. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Harris 4; Blevins 3. 
QB Sacks: Warner 6; Kopp 2. 

Tacktes For Loss: Warner 7; Kopp 3; Thoren 3; Jones 3. 


SCHEDULE 


at Kansas State 


Kise 15 at Texas 


Nov. 22 = Missouri 
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games. When the offense bogged down 
some against Oklahoma, special teams 
produced a kickoff, punt return and 
blocked field goal return for touchdowns 
against Oklahoma. 

The Jayhawks, on the cusp of a 
national ranking in the first month, were 
looking good. When they led Texas Tech 
at halftime of the fifth game, it was time 
to think postseason. Kansas has never 
been to successive bowl games, but surely 
now was the time to follow the 1995 
Aloha Bowl appearance with an even 
bigger opportunity. 

Then the season turned. In one half. 
At home. 

The Red Raiders scored 23 straight 
points to win 30-17. Kansas was never the 
same. The quarterback picture started to 
become cloudy. Matt Johner, who started 
the season when Ben Rutz tore a knee 
ligament in the spring, had done nothing 
to loosen his hold on the job through the 
first months. 

Now, Johner’s game was developing 
holes. He couldn’t scramble out of trouble 
or make quick decisions. Losses started to 
mount. At home to Colorado, at Nebraska. 
Rutz got the call against Iowa State and led 
the Jayhawks to their only victory over the 
final two months. 

But Rutz was injured again, the next 
week against Kansas State. Johner 
returned and Kansas got crushed. Losses 
to the Wildcats, Texas and Missouri ended 
the season. Even worse was the way 
Kansas lost some of those games. In the 
four home Big 12 contests, the Jayhawks 
were in every one for a half. But in the sec- 
ond half, they were outscored by a collec- 
tive 78-7. Mason deflected accusations that 
his team wasn't in shape, but clearly there 
was a problem. Allen changed the team’s 
conditioning habits during spring practice. 

“This team will be in better shape this 
season, no doubt about that,” Allen said. 

Physically, that is. Expectations may 
be as low for this team as any in the 1990s. 
The losses are simply too great. In June 
Henley, Isaac Byrd and Ronnie Ward, 
Kansas loses the best running back, wide 
receiver and linebacker to play in Mason’s 


SAFETY MAURICE GADDIE WILL BE STARTING FOR THE THIRD SEASON. ; 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER nine seasons. 


Filling in are Eric Vann, John Gordon 
and Ron Warner, respectively. Besides 


When the team is winning, everybody sive player from a team that under- quarterback, these guys figure to be the 
sits in the same place on the bus and achieved in 1996. Jayhawks’ big-play candidates. 
plane. Last season, Allen kept a lucky After the first four games, Kansas stood Vann, Kansas’ second-leading rusher 
penny in his pocket until the Panthers lost. 3-1 and thought it should have been 4-0. at 176 yards last season, skipped baseball 
The Jayhawks look like they'll need all A last-minute touchdown by Utah spoiled in the spring for the first time in his career 
the luck they can get this season. Gone are a perfect start. The offense had rolled, to concentrate on football. He’s a slasher 
most offensive starters and the best defen- averaging 43 points in the first three with speed, and nobody on the team 
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No, NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wt. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
20 Michoe Allen SS kD 190 St Levis, MO 18. Mott Johner GB St 61195. Costa Mesa, CA 
11 Jesin Anspl PK Fr 60165. Paola 8. Dion Johnson DE So 64 280 Debi, MI 
36 Carl Amold RB So. 55 160 Omcha, NE 45. JU. Johnson IB 62 230 Los Angeles, CA 
53. PotBishop OLS 63 285 Anderson, CA ‘29 Manolo tones CB_SOSr_~—«5:9 170 Hannibal, MO 
28 Tony Beis “FSS 60170 KensasCiy, MO 11 RashimaKingsby *RB_ So. «S:10.—*175—Okche 

16 Tim Bowers DB So 60 190 Cohmbus, OH 74. shmeal Knight OL So 64 390 Tompa, Al 

20 Mich Bowes DB S58 170 asVegos,NY 50. Michadllies = OLS 63S Wich 
54 SeveBraten == Bsr «&1 230 Ant, CO 60 Doriss Lomax (Bo S062 200 Konsos Gil 

47 PotBrown Bor 510 210 Westervile, OH 44 Jonohan Modlin. «RB «So. 5-10 215 Kansas City, MO 
87 Sion Brown DT So 62 295 Flint, Mi 59 SteveMoggio CL. «SoA 260 Loming Ss 
35 Julius Bruce Boot 5.9 185 Olathe 85 Sean McDermott TE ke 63 285 Worth, TK 
97 Vidor Bilok == Br 63.210 Lauderdale, FL 9 Preslon MeGoughty WR Sr 61205 Si Joseph, MO 
7) Derick Chandler OL Sr_~—«7 310 Lynwood, CA 70. Bret McGrow NG Sr 61 280 Garden Cy 
8 Michoel Chondler = WR So S11 185 KanasCiy 96 PelerMaoues «LB. So. 61 215 Tevenio, Canada 
82 Chod Codner FS So 60 180 Salinn “15 CharksNoris RB. So. 5:1] 225. Uniomvlle, MO 
“6 BiCook =-DB. So «5:10 170 Duquesne,PA BB. MoranNomis «TE. So. 6:2 225. Houston, TK 
“22 Jermaine Cromerdie DB So 510 165 McKeesport, PA 6 MarcOwn QL. «So. 4295. Si. lenis, MO 
31 Dustin Cony Bode 61210 Waverly 62 Jerome Parks OL k 62 250 Detroit, M 
32 GegDois RB So 60 220 Demer,CO 82 Brandon Port «WR So 60 180 Son Antonio, TX 
33 Poul Davis RB So S11 180 Cahekio i 12. Erie Paterson WR So 61 200 Long Beoch, CA 
90. Don Dercher DE Ir 66 260 Mission 10 Curtese Poole QB fr 6d 195 Cohmbus, OH 
92. Chis Doyle Bo Fr 61 215 OverendPak 87 Derek Pater (BS 63285 Fronlln,kY 
68 Chis Enneking CS 63 260 Lawrence 26 Avery Randle CBS 60175 Dells, 

58 Terrence Floyd O So 64 295 Akron, OH 5 ThodRaws DB So S11 200 Pompano, Fl 
52 TyrusFontenct IB So. «5B 220 Howson, 1X ss 69) efRedhoge «= (séESC«So.GS 240. Linco, NE 
UA ManriceGoddie «SSS: 190 Deke MI = CarlResnck = WR Sr 57160 Leming 
76 \usinGlsgow Lk 61S _Topeka 8 Aki Roberson GB ok 60 190 _LosAngeles, CA 
4 John Gordon WR So 511 180 WestPolm Bch, FL 7 Quincy Roe DB ofr «59 (165. Si.louis, MO 
81 Michael Goree BS 62) 225 Deki Al Deon Royal PS G2 180 McKinney, TK 
“84 Bian Gray TE 63 225 _ibery, MO 56 Bob Schmich CS 61 255 Obhe 

% AdionGreene «OTs 63290 Rockledge, FL 98. lomar Sharpe Bok © 64 245 Akron, OH 

91 Jason Gulley TE So 65 255 Denton, 1X 19 Jason Sykes DB So S11 175 KantasCiy 
2 FreddieHammonds §— (Bk -2 220 Paterson, NI 38. Jason Thoren 1B Sr 62 230 Lawrence 

95 Jeremy Honck —«(BSo. 5240 _Lovivil, CO 72. Shawn Vong O k 62 25 Widita 

43 Tonner Hancock WR So 5-10 160 Salina 25. Eric Vann RB Sr = 559 = 205 Dorado 

37 JovieHors «= BCSCS IO. N75 Olathe. “99 RonWome =—sBS Sr «= 63. 220 ncdependence 
23,_Joson Hons CS 510 170 FL Worh, 1X 14 Zac Wegner GB So 62 220 PlateCily, MO 
75 KevnHoris DT So 63. 265.‘Twvile,FL «59 eh Wilioms, «NG So. 64275 Ochoma Cily, OK 
87 Neil Hayhurst WR fr 511 170 Topeka 39 Bonne Willis TE So &2 280 Detrci, Mi 

17 Hamilton Hill @ k 62 20 Widio 40 Tn Willis RB Se 6-0 220 Abpippa, PA 
83 DeweyHouson ll DE Sr 4270 Cohchia, IL 3. Johmal Wright DB So 59 175 CuherCity,CA 
73. Domeon Hunt OLS 62 280 Gohonno, OH — al —s—- 
78. Chuck Janis CL So 67 290 SanPedro,CA ——_Rster and depth chart subject fo change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Matt Johner, Sr/Zac Wegner, So LE —_ Dion Johnson, So/Jeff Redhage, So 

RB Eric Vann, Sr/Julius Bruce, Jr — =<. NG Brett McGraw, Sr/John Williams So 
FB Greg Davis, So/Dustin Curry, Jr RE Dewey Houston, Sr/Dan Dercher, Jr 

WR Michael Chandler, So/Tanner Hancock, So OLB Pat Brown, Jr/J.J. Johnson, Jr 

“SE Eric Patterson, So/Preston McGaughty, Sr LB Lamar Sharpe, Jr/Jason Thoren, Sr 
TE Brian Gray, Jr/Jason Gulley, So LB —_Tyrus Fontenot, So/Steve Bratten, Jr 
LT Michael lies, Jr/Derrick Chandler, Sr a LB Ron Wamer, Sr/Dariss Lomax, So 

“LG Dameon Hunt, So/Pat Bishop, Sr > ‘CB. Jason Harris, Sr/Manalito Jones, = = 

~C Chris Enneking, So/Bob Schmidt, So —— CB Jamie Harris, Jr/Avery Randle, Sr 

RG Marc Owen, So/Terrence Floyd, So FS Tony Blevins, Sr/Chad Coellner, So 
RT Justin Glasgow, Jr/Jerome Parks, Jr “$S. Maurice Gaddie, Sr/Michael Allen, Jr 

“PK Jastin Antispel, Fr P Dean Royal, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


starting quarterback didn’t emerge 

from spring practice, but the 

favorite heading into fall isn’t the 
returning starter or the hotshot junior col- 
lege transfer. 

Zac Wegner, a third-year sophomore 
who ran third string last season but hasn’t 
taken a snap in college, may be the guy. 

“With Zac, we've got three years to 
work with him,” Kansas coach Terry Allen 
said. “He’s a prototype quarterback that 
we like to have in our offense.” 

Wegner is 6-2, 220, bigger and faster 
than returning starter Matt Johner. He’s 
not as mobile as transfer Akili Roberson, 
but Allen may decide to redshirt him and 
preserve eligibility. 

In the spring game Wegner completed 
eight of 16 passes for 109 yards and a 
touchdown. He ran with the first team and 
was listed as a co-No. 1 with Johner. 

“I'm very comfortable in this offense,” 
Wegner said. “It requires a quarterback 
who can sit back in the pocket, made reads 
downfield and be able to take some hits.” 

¢ Not often is a high school senior 
announced as a starter, but that’s the case 
with Joe Garcia of Olathe (Kan.) North 
High. The Jayhawks aren’t even thinking 
about anybody else at kicker. They're wait- 
ing until fall to put in the kicking part of 
the kicking game. 

¢ It’s difficult to imagine the mood of 
the program if Glen Mason had returned 
for his 10th season. Mind you, Mason 
wasn't fired. He left for Minnesota under 
good terms. But players have let it slip a 
change was needed. 

“You did something wrong with the 
other staff and it was ‘How could you do 
that?’ ” running back Eric Vann said. 
“Now, it’s not the end of the world. You 
make a mistake and get it right the next 
time. With this staff you can have fun and 
discipline, too.” 

Said defensive tackle Brett McGraw: 
“Everything tightened up last year. The 
players, the staff, everyone. The fun 
started slipping away.” 

¢ Kansas had hoped to add former 
defensive standout Willie Pless to the staff. 
The finances couldn’t be worked out, but 
Pless, who plays in the Canadian Football 
League, said he’d someday like to work in 
Lawrence. The team’s award for the top 
tackler is named for Pless, the career 
leader in that category in the old Big Eight. 

— Blair Kerkhoff 
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THE 6-6, 325-POUND GLASGOW CAN BE 
A LEADER AND THAT'S CRITICAL. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


seemed happier with the coaching change. 

A few days after Allen moved into his 
new office, Vann came by for a visit. They 
talked about practice, the weight room, the 
university. Vann wasn’t there to plead his 
case for playing time. He was testing 
Allen’s open-door policy and showed up 
two other times during the winter. 

“That's more visits than | made to 
the coach’s office in the past three 
years,” said Vann. 

Gordon had 16 catches for a 15-yard 
average and two touchdowns last season. 
He quickly became a favorite of Allen’s 
during the spring. Allen favors a sophisti- 
cated passing offense that relies on a quar- 
terback’s decision-making ability — 
Northern lowa averaged 245 yards and 35 
points last season — and Allen believes 
Gordon can become a centerpiece. 

“We give the players a lot of free- 
dom to make choices at the line of 
scrimmage to fit the defense they’re fac- 
ing,” Allen said. “It’s not just stand up 
and play. We have a lot of communica- 
tion calls. If you don’t know those calls, 
you can look pretty ugly.” 

Allen’s teams also played defense. In 
four of his eight years, Northern Iowa pro- 
duced the league’s top defensive player. 
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Glasgow Lone Starter Back on O-Line 


offense, the quarterback is required 

to be mobile. This season it may be 
a necessity. 

Allen can find something to smile about 
at nearly every position until he gets to the 
offensive line. 

“A little young, a little suspect,” Allen 
said. “We have concerns.” 

Prospects for a successive unit weren’t 
bright when Allen took over, and they 
dimmed further when the top player, guard 
Cleve Roberts, decided to transfer. A few 
weeks later, redshirt freshman tackle Ish- 
meal Knight, who figured to have a shot at 
starting, also left the program. 

The Jayhawks are down to one player, 
tackle Justin Glasgow, who started at least 
half the games last season. And the Kansas 
offensive line didn’t have a good 1996. 

The upside is few players have to be 
deprogrammed. 

“Even if we had the guys who aren’t 
coming back I don’t know how much that 


[: new Kansas coach Terry Allen's 


Allen’s philosophy allows a linebacker to 
roam somewhat free, and Warner will be 
that player this season. 

Warner, in his first season after trans- 
ferring from junior college, started only 


twice. But he led the team with six sacks, 
two forced fumbles, two pass blocks and 
seven third-down stops. Despite the limited 
playing time, Warner was named third- 
team all-conference. 

Kansas should have a strong 
defense. Tackle Brett McGraw, corner- 
backs Tony Blevins and Jamie Harris, 
and safety Maurice Gaddie will be 


would have mattered because it’s like we’re 
all freshmen again,” said Glasgow, a junior 
from Topeka. “New players, how to block 
everything differently. The freshmen have 
the best chance at this.” 

The 6-6, 325-pound Glasgow is the 
best of the bunch, however. He came to 
Kansas as a walk-on only because he 
missed most of his high school senior sea- 
son with a broken leg. Only Glasgow and 
Roberts started every game on the line 
last season. 

“He brings experience, which is no 
small thing this year,” Allen said. “He can 
be a leader and that’s critical. From a play- 
ing standpoint, he seems to be one of those 
guys who does what you ask him, one of 
those blue-collar guys that every offensive 
line needs.” 

Glasgow also is Allen’s choice to pick 
up the changes quickly. 

“It’s a slow process, but it’s the same 
game, just different names,” Glasgow said. 
“Things are starting to make sense.” (_} 


starting for the third season. Tackle 
Adrian Greene could be the Jayhawks’ 
next outstanding lineman. Four 
starters return in the secondary. 

“I kind of like what I see on that side of 
the ball,” Allen said. 

It's the other side that worries him. 
Quarterback is up for grabs among Johner, 
Akili Roberson, a junior college transfer 
who possesses the best raw talent, and Zac 
Wegner, who seems to fit the mold of 
some of Allen’s successful quarterbacks at 
Northern Iowa. 

Then there’s the offensive line, a 
major trouble spot. Four starters are 
gone. Redshirt freshmen may be 
pressed into duty, never a good sign at 
this position. 

When the Jayhawks only signed one 
offensive lineman in February, you had 
to wonder whether Allen’s priorities were 
in order. 

“Don’t read too much into those posi- 
tions,” Allen said. “There will be some 
movement.” 

That's on the lines. As for the league 
standing, Allen and Kansas may be a 
year or two away from any significant 


upward movement. 
— Blair Kerkhoff 
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KANSAS STATE 


WILDCATS 


Snyder Has Holes to Fill, but Talent’s There 


ig 12 fans need to listen carefully when Kansas State 

coach Bill Snyder considers his 1997 roster and says, “We 

have the capacity to enter the fall with greater depth on 
both sides of the ball than at any time in our tenure here.” 

It might sound like a modest, cautious assessment. In fact, it 
is a warning that Snyder expects his Wildcats to rank again 
among the nation’s top teams and reach postseason for the fifth 
straight year. 

Understand this: Outsiders might continue to view K-State’s 
achievements with skepticism, but the Wildcats are one of just six 
Division I-A teams to win at least nine games in each of the last 
four years. 

From the depths of what Sports Illustrated dubbed “Futility 
U.” when he arrived in 1989, Snyder now has a program that 
cranks out one successful season after another. 

Critics are quick to point out that K-State’s success traces in 
part to a soft non-conference schedule. The other consistent 
knock is the lack of a comerstone victory against Nebraska or 
Colorado, the two teams that figure to battle again this fall for 
supremacy in the Big 12 North Division. 

All true, but the Wildcats are 35-1 over the last four years in 
the regular season against teams other than the Huskers and Buf- 
faloes, including 20-1 against other conference opponents. Such 
consistency breeds confidence and postseason bowl trips. 

Even without such standouts as All-America cornerback Chris 
Canty and record-setting receiver Kevin Lockett, the Wildcats see 
little reason they won't reload from last year’s 9-3 season, which 
ended in the school’s first appearance on New Year’s Day — a 


Witpcats At A GLANCE 


1996: 9-3 overall, 6-2 Big 12 (3rd North) 

COACH: Bill Snyder — At KSU and 
Overall: 55-36-1, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 Offense, 4 
Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DT Jerome Evans, 
LB Travis Ochs, LB Mark Simoneau, 
OT Ryan Young, OT Todd Weiner, QB 
Jonathan Beasley. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: This might 
be Kansas State’s best offensive 
line, which could ease problems for 
new quarterback Jonathan Beasley. 
The defensive front seven also looks 
strong, thanks to a couple of key junior 


college transfers. 


ondary. 
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POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can coach Bill 
Snyder's air attack operate with a new 
quarterback and a corps of untested 
receivers? The Wildcats also face 
major questions in the revamped sec- 


OVERVIEW: The Wildcats have major 
holes to fill, but those three games 
against teams from the Mid-American 
Conference should ensure a quick 
start. If the offense finds some play- 
makers and the secondary solidifies, 
K-State could get to nine or more vic- 
tories for the fifth straight year. 


19-15 loss to Brigham Young in the Cotton Bowl. 

In 1994, they replaced four members from a talented sec- 
ondary that spearheaded a 9-2-1 breakthrough the previous sea- 
son. They went 9-3. In 1995, they faced the loss of 
record-setting quarterback Chad May and went 10-2. Last year, 
they entered the season with a pair of rebuilt lines and another 
new quarterback and made it to Jan. 1. 

So, maybe it’s not surprising the Wildcats shrug off concerns 
regarding seven new starters on defense and four on offense. 

“On offense, we'll be keeping it up,” promised senior Kendyl 
Jacox, who shifts from guard to center. “On defense, we've got a lot 
of young players coming back. There shouldn't be a dropoff at all.” 

The biggest offensive question is the pitch-and-catch combi- 
nations, which remain the heart of Snyder’s multilayered attack. 
The Wildcats are looking at their fourth different starting quarter- 
back in as many years. Plus, they no longer have Lockett to ease 
the transition. 

Thanks to a decision by the old Big Eight schools to keep 
their record book open for any player who began his career in 
that conference, Lockett exited K-State as that league’s all-time 
leader in receptions with 217. He also set a slew of school 
records after ending last year with 72 catches for 882 yards. 

His departure leaves K-State perilously thin in receivers 
because Jimmy Dean and Andre Anderson are also gone. The 
latter parted company in the spring because of an off-field inci- 
dent. Senior tight end Jarrett Grosdidier had only 15 catches for 
187 yards. 

The Wildcats sought to remedy the situation by signing five 
receivers. The most notable were Darnell 
McDonald, who caught 73 passes for 
1,165 yards last year at Garden City (Kan.) 
Community College, and Parade All-Ameri- 
can Julius McMillan, regarded by several 
recruiting services as the top high school 
player in Oklahoma. 

The other half of the equation is sopho- 
more Jonathan Beasley, who saw limited 
action last year as a true freshman. Beasley, 
at 6-2 and 210 pounds, has the physical 
tools to be the best quarterback in Snyder’s 
nine years. He also will be the least-experi- 
enced, although three early games against 
Mid-American Conference teams should 
ease him into the job. 


SENIOR MIKE LAWRENCE MANAGED TO 
RUSH FOR 982 YARDS AND 10 TOUCHDOWNS 
IN AN OFFENSE THAT PREACHES BALANCE 
BUT LIVES AND DIES BY THE PASS. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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ILDCATS*REGRUITING 


Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEcE 


Monty BEISEL DE 6-4, 240 Douglass Douglass 
Parade All-Americon # USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ PrepStar All-American o| 
Ranked No. 7 rush end nationally by Notional Recruiting Advisor @ Had five sacks and 18 tackles for loss. 


Michael BISHOP QB 63,195 Willis, TX 


Blinn 
Ranked among nation’s top junior college players by SuperPrep @ Raied No. 2 junior cane quarterback 
Nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Prep All-State # As a senior, threw for 221 yards per game. 


Keith BLACK DB 5-10, 180 Elmont, TX Kansas City CC 
All-Southwest Conference as prep senior Led state in interceptions with 12 in 1993 


Everett BURNETT WR 63,195 St, Louis, MO 
Prep All-State @ All-Conference # All-District @ In 1996, had 39 catches for 703 
yards as junior college freshman # As prep senior, caught 36 passes for 670 ya 


Name / Position 


Kemper Military CC 
ids after 30 catches for 515 | 


Jerametrius BUTLER DB 6-0, 170 Dallas, TX 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # BlueChip Magazine All-American @ All-District. 
Brandon CLARK ATH 65, 205 Valley Center Volley 


12 Region @ Second team All State @ Two-time All pa ate apa aiipons 
Ph eden ws idan clr oye | 


Andy EBY OL 4,260 Olathe East 
All-State @ PrepStar All-Big 12 Region @ Twortime All-League @ Three-year football letterman. 


SiePep Ald Sor Ak American @ Noord feeuing Advisor Ab 
SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStar All-American # Recruiting Advisor rps ad es oh ge 
Feber 6 As a sondoct ha 42 locMs ened a Sachs © cried fou les er ct kioncl rst ay bocscll | 


Midwest City, OK Midwest City 
SuperPrep @ USA Today honorable mention All-American a cal 
isor All-American Had 42 career scores. 


Brien HANLEY OL 63,325 Jeffersonville, IN Coffeyville CC 
ap No. 2 junior college offensive lineman nationally by SuperPrep @ J.C. Gridwire All-American @ USA | 
honorable menlion prep AlrAmerioan # Had 59 career recaps for 808 yards in high school | 


Isaac HARVIN D8 6-1,190 Ft. Myers, FL Garden City CC 
Two-time prep All-Conference @ All-State # BlueChip All-American @ As prep senior, had 1,130 yards rushing | 
@ Gained 1,015 yards rushing as a junior and 856 yards as a sophomore @ Has three years  cigiiy 


Dennis JONES OL/DL 67, 280 Dallas, TX Spruce 
SuperPrep All-American # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ All-Area Two-time AlkDistrict @ As a senior, | 
had 30 solo tackles and 30 assists @ Had 62 total tackles as a junior. 


Jeff KELLY LB 6-2, 240 Garden City 
Ranked No. | junior college linebacker nationally by J.C. MC oka © Conference Player of et Ves @ Prep All- 
State @ Led conference with 169 tackles and 12 sacks last season @ Prep All-State in baseball. 


Ben LEBER LB 6-3, 235 
Parade All-American @ USA Today henorable mention All-American @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, 
rushed for 1,350 yards @ Ran for 1,404 yards and 18 touchdowns as a junior # Academic All-State. 


Eric GOODEN RB 63,215 
Ranked No. 2 skill athlete need 
Dream Team # National Recruiti 


Vermillion, SD Vermillion 


L 


Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Cource 


Aaron LOCKETT WR 5-9, 160 Tulsa, OK Washing 
PrepStar All-American @ All-State @ All-Metro @ As a senior, had 650 rece act ph eight touchdown 
| catches @ Had eight interceptions @ Two-way starter @ Helped team to state playo! 


Ricky LEUNG-WAI DL 6-2, 260 San Diego, CA Grossmont CC 
All-Foothill League Second team junior college All-American # Hod 94 tackles and 13 sacks last season # 
Holbed Gideaerar 1 lige chcPsorais @ Make crac fear ihe orsil Geihectn ects Vacks 


Nilijch MeCOY DL 6-4, 275 Rock Hill, SC Dodge City CC 
J.C. Gridwire honorable mention All-American # All: Jayhawk Conference @ Prep All-State @ South Carolina 
Defensive Player of the Year @ Had 90 tackles, including 12 sacks, and five batted passes last season. 


Damell McDONALD WR 6-4,195 College Park, GA Garden City CC 
J.C. Gridwire honorable mention All-American # All Conference @ Two-time prep All-State # Second 
nationally among junior college receivers with 73 catches and 1,165 yards in 1996. 


Julius McMILLAN WR 5-11, 170 Altus, OK Altus 
Parade All-American @ Rated No. 2 wide receiver eee by SuperPrep Nofonal Recruiting Advisor All- 
American @ PrepStor Dream Team # Two-time All-State 


Jeremy MILNE GB 61,215 Olathe North 
Second team All-State @ Two-time All-leogue # Averaged 120 yards passing per game during junior and 
senior seasons Led team fo district championship. 


Gerald NEASMAN DB/KR 5-10, 180 Anhony, FL Coffeyville CC 
J.C. Gridwire honorable mention tran pair per! plored In 1996, had 1,291 all-purpose 
yards and scored three touchdowns @ Had 12 tackles and recovered one fumble 


Milton ee DB halve rth potion Central 
SuperPrep ‘American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American # far All-Big 12 Region @ As a 
senior, had 45 tackles, six interceplions and three caused fumbles Tees Laeaat infootbal 


John ROBERTSON DL 6-6, 255 Olathe 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Second team All-State # Scebe ‘lk ‘Midlands @ PrepStar 
All-American @ As a junior, had 45 tackles, 10 sacks and three caused fumbles. 


Name / Position 


St. Louis, MO 


DeVane ROBINSON DL 6-3, 260 Midwest City, OK Midwest City 

SuperPrep All-American # All-State @ USA T honorable mention All-American @ National Recruiting Advi- 
sor All-Big 12 Area @ As a senior, had 135 and seven sacks, 

Andrae ROWE DL 6-2, 275 Boca Raton, FL Fort Scott CC 

All: Conference @ Prep All-District # Second team All-State @ West Palm Beach Defensive Player of the 


Year @ Had 78 tackles, including nine sacks and 13 tackles for loss, last season. 


Cephus SCOTT DB 6-2,190 Galveston, TX Garden City CC 
All-Jayhawk Conference # Honorable mention junior college All-American # Prep All-State # In 1996, had 84 
tackles and four interceptions @ Has three years eligibility remaining. 


Melvin WILUAMS DE 6-4, 240 St. Louis, MO Mehlville 
PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # Two-time All-Conference @ All-State @ As a senior, had 78 solo tackles, 16 sacks, 
three fumble recoveries, five caused fumbles and three interceptions @ Had 18 catches for 400 yards and eight 


AWOOKATTHEWILDGATS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(10-2-0, 6-2-0) PASSING Sept. 6 — atNorthern Illinois 

: & Att Comp Yards Pct 1D 
21 ‘Texas Tech 14 Kavanagh 284 1671893 588 20 6| | Sept. 13 Ohio 

: ; + Beasle 19 Sime iena2 ele | 
59 Indiana State ow : 

“S pees Sept. 27 Bowling Green 
35 Cincinnati 
a4 Ries =e lawrence 209 982 47 3% 10 Oct. 4 — atNebraska 
——= : Charles 102 vy Gey © ee Ce: : => 
3 Nebraska 39 Beasley 24 Se aor, Me nO! Oct. 11. Missouri 
7. Mi : a Goolsby 19 eee ae 
Sell | RECEIVING Oct. 18 Texas A&M 
23 Texas A&M 20 ~ Yarps = AVG — 1D LJ h ; 
oh Ochoa 35 Locket 72 8821238 | Oct. 25 at Oklahoma 
i a Lawrence 7 Le 

38 Kansas 12 Anderson 23.---«309'S=s«13.4sACS:C‘CS Nov. 1 at Texas Tech 

ae Dean 18 ey ee ee ~ — 

Lad Sse 12 DereNsive LEADERS Nov. 8 Kansas 
35 lowa State 20 : Tacktes: Fogle 112; Simoneau 111; Smith 94; Johnson 93. Nov. 15 Colorado 
Cotton BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Canty 5; Johnson 2; Smith 2; Ochs 2. ww Ee a ls 
QB Sacks: Wiren 11.5; Swazer 6; Simoneau 3.5. 

| 9 BYU | 5 TACKLES For Loss: Wiren 16; Evans 12; Simoneau 11. 3 Nov. 22 at lowa State 
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“In a way, you kind of feel the pres- 
sure,” he said. “But you just go out and 
try to be confident.” 

Beasley also benefits from serving as 
the Wildcats’ No. 2 quarterback in 1996. 
Although he played sparingly as the 
backup to Brian Kavanagh, he still had to 
prepare each week for possible duty. 

“That helps a lot,” he said. “I feel 
more confident about myself because it 
helped me to have to learn the offense 
more quickly.” 

Should Beasley prove to be a bust, 
the Wildcats can turn to Michael Bishop, 
who directed Blinn (Texas) Junior College 
to the last two juco national champi- 
onships. But Bishop won't get his first 
look at the offense until August, and it’s 
asking a lot for him to pick it up in the 
limited workouts before the Sept. 6 
opener at Northern Illinois. 

Senior Cody Lee Smith could also be 
a factor if he kicks the stomach ailment 
that kept him off the field last fall. 

“We won't go into (the season) with 
the idea of babying our quarterback,” Sny- 
der said. “Whoever is the quarterback will 
have to accept the whole package. 

“Jonathan Beasley has proven to us 
that he has the ability to play. But he also 
demonstrated to us (last year) that he was 
a true freshman.” 

In Snyder-speak, that means Beasley 
has a load of potential but also a streak of 
untamed youthful recklessness. Still, if 
Beasley follows the recent trend of K- 
State quarterbacks by exceeding expecta- 
tions, he could be something special. 

Elsewhere, the Wildcats should be fine 
on offense. They have two pro prospects 
at tackle in senior Todd Weiner (6-5, 280) 
and junior Ryan Young (6-6, 320). 

Jacox (6-2, 320) appears fully recovered 
from a broken leg that forced him to miss 
the last four regular-season games. An all- 
conference candidate at guard the last two 
years, he ought to be a good fit at center. 

Versatile junior Jeremy Martin (6-3, 
300) projects as the starter at left guard, 
while sophomore Ian Moses (6-4, 290) 
and junior David McIntyre (6-2, 300) are 
the top candidates for right guard. The 
Wildcats also have plenty of size among 
their backups. 

Senior Mike Lawrence had little chance 
to gain attention last year in a conference 
dominated by such terrific running backs as 
Troy Davis at lowa State and Byron 
Hanspard at Texas Tech. Even so, Lawrence 
did manage to rush for 982 yards and 10 
touchdowns in an offense that preaches bal- 
ance but lives and dies by the pass. 


1997 
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JUNIOR ERIC HICKSON RECEIVED A MEDICAL REDSHIRT LAST YEAR, 
BUT MUST PROVE THERE ARE NO LINGERING EFFECTS FROM HIS BROKEN LEG. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Lawrence is also a dynamite blocker 
on pass plays, which kept him in the 
lineup ahead of junior Marlon Charles, 
who had two 100-yard games and fin- 
ished with 484 yards. 

There’s also junior Eric Hickson, who 
missed all of last year after winning the 
job from Lawrence when the two were 
sophomores in 1995. Hickson received a 
medical redshirt last year, but must prove 
there are no lingering effects from his bro- 
ken leg. 

The kicking game should be adequate 


or better. Junior punter James Garcia is 
back after averaging 44.3 yards a kick. 
Sophomore kicker Jamie Rheem hit all 
43 of his extra points and four of eight 
field goals, but he faces a battle when 
junior Martin Gramatica returns after 
missing last year because of a leg injury. 

Canty’s early departure for the NFL 
creates the most-obvious hole in the 
defense. An All-American as a sophomore 
and junior, he excelled at the single-cover- 
age philosophy that serves as the basis for 
K-State’s entire defense. 
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ANSAS STAT 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN . Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
33 Dovid Allen WR fr 510175. Uberty, MO 52. Spencer Levin 1B So 1225. Kensinglon 
25 Andre Anderson WR Sr 510 190 WestPomBch,, FL 43 Brice libel WR fr 5:10 165  Wothena 
4d Advion Beord (8 fr 59 170 St Charles, MO 43. Trovis iton DE So 63 215 Beka 
18 Jonathon Beasley GB So 62 210 Glendale, AZ 9 Tomlund QB Fr «6&2 210 Stivell 
2 Keith Block @ i 510 180 Ehon,K 78 Jeremy Morin OL kk 63 300 Laerty, MO 
57 DaVon Brome (Bor «= &4 195 Aurora, CO 98 Niligh McCoy OT kk 64 25 RokHiSC 
"83 Evert Buna WR Jr 63 195 Stlovis, MO 92. Clint MeCray DT Fr 6&2 275 Houston, 1K 
10 Zoe Burton QB fr 65 210 Choy Center 77 DomionMdnish NT So 65 290 Haywood, FL 
53 Mike Bush DE dt 63 200 Stel 65 Dovid Mcntyre OL it 62 300 Ravenna, OH 
35. Dyshod Carter (Bo fr SIl_ 170 Denver, CO 13. Josh McVey P Fr. &2—-255 Watkinsville, GA 
17 emer Chopmen So 61175. Iiberdl 80 Shod Meier TE fr 65 225. Pitburh 
21 Marlon Charles RB dk ~—«S10. 195. Kansos City, MO 12. Jeremy Milne GB of 61 215 Olthe 
28 Chris Claybon Rf OSI) 175. ‘Tuka,OK “37 Bill Mclice DOE ok 62 225 Ando 
46 Joe Bob Clements DE ok «©6638 250 Emon 70. lon Moses OL So 6&4 250 WestPolmBch, FL 
5 David Conley Bok = G2 200 St levis, MO 60. Mike Munson Ok 63 30 DeSomojK 
40 Jarrod Cooper SS Fr 6&2 00 Pearlond, TX 69 Brion Nobours Ck 63 270 Stil 
63. Ryon Cummings O fr 65 275 KonsosCiy,MO “50. Trevis Ochs (Bok = 63 225 OvetondPok 
$8 Randall Cummins  C fr 6&4 260 Cedor bil, IX 31 RyonPoyne RB So 61 215 Sdina 
2 DemetricDermork CB Sr 59 175. Winker Hoven, FL 25 Gavin Peries WR Js 60 185 _S,Posodena, CA 
14 tin Dotson FS So 60 185 Slovis, MO 13 Bruce Reid D8 So 59 175. Kensos Gil, MO 
98 Jerome Evans OT Sf 866 5 Waco, TX 59 Gront Reves OL Fr 6S 290 Richardson, TX 
27 Mat Gongwish RB Sr «S11 225 Shelon, NE 15. Jomie Rheem WK So 63 (165 (Wihio 
16 James Gorcia Poe 2195. Vicor, TK 87 Dovid Ries WR So 64 210 St louis, MO 
47 Troy Gloser DB ofr «= 510-170 Derby 85 DeAndrea Robinson WR } 57 145 Florissont, MO 
30 Brion Gookby Bor «= 63.245 edge Ciy 42. Mork Simoneau 1B So 60 225. Smith Center 
10 MariinGromotico PK dr. 59160 Buenos Ars, Arg 97 Brondon Simeon DE kt 62 230 Gronhvew,MO 
82 JoretGrosdidier TE Sr 65 250 StPol 3. Cody Lee Smith QB Se 6:3 200 _Thavsond Ooks, CA 
88 Troy Hockney WR okt 61 200 Hays 9 Monty Spile SSS 60 185 Dolls, IX 
73 Brien Honley OL Jt 63.325 —_Jeersorvile, IN 81 Milford Sephenson TE fr_~=—«& 3.215 Houshen, IX 
27 Jacob Hawick DB ofr «S10 165 Ocklnd, A 87 TigeSione OL J 62 20 Goodland 
19. Adom Helm QB So 62 190 Overland Pork 8 usin Swit TE ot 6:4 245 Overlond Pork 
66. Chris Hes ISS 61275 Pecohonts 37 Chores Tolbert % So $10 175 Videra, TK 
24 Eric Hidion RBS S10.-195 Fi. Lovderdole, FL 39° John Ubon Kot =< 175.— Shawnee 
15. Spencer Hil DB Fr «S10 (185. Emporia & Casey Vidricksen @ hk 62 210 Sdn 
72. Adam Hotz OL fr 64 275 Popilion, NE 51 Cosey Wehrman BOS 1210 Derby 
89. Policia Houston WR fr 61 180 Denver, CO 48 ShebyWehmon 1B So_ S10. 200 Derby 
49 Darren Howord DE So 64 235 St Peenburg, FL 75 Tedd Weiner OL S& 65 280 Coral Springs, 
84 Brian Jackson WR Jr 60 180 Hoys 13. LW.Wight WR Se 63 200 Burlingame 
7h Kendyl Jacox C  & 62 320 Dalles, TX 38 David Waioms DB Fr 59 16) Sweeny, TK 
91 Ben Jimenez NI So 62 280 Wichita 4) Turolle Waioms 1B So 62 200 Stlovis, MO 
36 Chris Johnson RB Fr «62240 Chickasha, OK 47 Jesse Woodard Tk 63 220 Goedland 
54 Jason Kazar (8 Fr «6:2 215 Monhatton 93 JonWright = sTE Ss r_S &&215 Hutchinson 
32. Derek King [Bok =~ S10 195 FL. Meode, FL 76 Ryon Young O sk 68 3% Stlovis,MO 
62 Branden Knowles S.dk_— 62245 EDerodo . 
20 Mike Lowrence RB Sr «= 510190 Carol City, FL Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Jonathan Beasley, So/Adam Helm, So 
FB Brian Goolsby, Jr/Matt Gangwish, Sr 
WR DeAndrea Robinson, Jr/David Allen, Fr 
WR David Ries, So/Brian Jackson, Jr 
WR Everett Burnett, Jr/Gavin Peries, Jr z 
TE Jarrett Grosdidier, Ie/. Justin Swift, Jr 
LT Todd Weiner, Sr/Ryan Cummings, Fr 
LG Jeremy Martin, Jr/Brien Hanley, Jr 
Cc Kendyl Jacox, Sr/ Randall Cummins, Fr —; 
RG David Melntyre, Jr/lan Moses, So 


RT Ryan Young, Jr/Grant Reves, Fr 2 
PK Jamie Rheem, So/Martin Gramatica, Jr 


OLB 


Darren Howard, So/Brandon Simpson, Jr 
Damion McIntosh, So/Ben Jimenez, Jr 
Nilijah McCoy, Jr/Clint McCray, Fr 
Joe Bob Clements, Jr/Bill Molitor, Sr 
Travis Ochs, Jr/Da’Von Brome, Fr 
Casey Wehrman, Jr/Jason Kazar, Fr 
Mark Simoneau, So/: Shelby Wehrman, So 
Demetric Denmark, Sr/Dyshod Carter, Fr 
Adrian Beard, Fr/Keith Black, Jr 

Monty Spiller, Sr/Jarrod Cooper, fc 

Lamar Chapman, So/ Lin Dotson, So 

James Garcia, Jr/Josh McVey, Fr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


t seems Kansas State just might have a 

capable replacement for NFL-bound cor- 

nerback Chris Canty in junior transfer 
Keith Black. 

Although the Wildcats’ spring practices 
are closed to the media and the public, like 
just about everything else in coach Bill Sny- 
der’s cloistered program, the word from 
players and coaches is that Black shows 
every sign of being an impact cornerback. 

He even wears Canty’s No. 2. 

Black (5-10, 180 pounds) didn’t play 
last year after helping Blinn (Texas) Junior 
College to the 1995 national title. Instead, 
he transferred to Kansas City Community 
College to run track. He qualified for the 
national juco championship in the 200- 
and 400-meters. 

¢ Kansas State has two new coordina- 
tors. Ron Hudson replaces Dana Dimel as 
offensive coordinator. Hudson has been 
the quarterbacks coach, a duty he retains. 
Dimel left to become head coach at 
Wyoming. 

Mike Stoops replaces Bob Cope as 
defensive coordinator. Stoops assumed the 
duties on an interim basis last year when 
Cope left the team to undergo cancer 
treatments. 

¢ The Wildcats added two new assis- 
tants to fill the opening created by the 
departure of Dimel and Cope. Michael 
Smith, who held most of the school’s 
receiving records before Kevin Lockett, 
becomes a full-time staff member in charge 
of running backs. Jon Fabris, a longtime 
assistant at Iowa State, joins the staff as the 
coach for defensive ends. 

¢ Guard Brien Hanley (6-3, 325 
pounds), a juco transfer from Coffeyville 
(Kan.) Community College, once played 
basketball as a point guard at Xavier. At 
the time, he was a mere 240 pounds. 

“Basketball just sort of burned me out,” 
he said. “I had always dreamed of leading a 
team to the NCAA Tournament. But that 
dream died. I decided I didn’t like basketball 
anymore.” 

So, he switched schools and sports. A 
year ago, he became a juco All-American, 
and he now figures to get a long look at 
working into the line rotation at K-State. 

“For a big guy, he has very quick feet,” 
said line coach Mark Mangino, who credits 
the skill to Hanley’s hoop past. “I wish | 
could find some more point guards who 
can play offensive line.” 

— Bob Dutton 
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TRAVIS OCHS IS ALWAYS WHERE HE SHOULD 
BE, DOING WHAT HE SHOULD BE DOING IN 
RATHER UNSPECTACULAR FASHION — IN 
EFFECT, MAKING THINGS LOOK EASY. 


PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE / BOB ROSATO 


Excelling in the Shadows 


ravis Ochs is much too easy to 
j overlook. A junior in his third 
year as a starting linebacker, he 
seldom makes the crunching hit that 
simply demands attention. 

Nor does his personality crave the 
spotlight. Just the opposite. Ochs is con- 
tent to play in the shadows. Even those 
who follow Kansas State are hard- 
pressed to tick off his finer moments. 

Rather, Ochs is always just there, 
where he should be, doing what he should 
be doing in rather unspectacular fashion 
— in effect, making things look easy. 

Ochs’ talents are often best dis- 
played and most hidden by his ability to 
shadow backs who rotate into pass pat- 
terns. K-State’s attack-style defense 
depends on such one-on-one coverage 
because it allows other players to gam- 
ble and, frequently, make the big stops. 

Meanwhile, Ochs takes away the outlet 
pass, which often isn’t even attempted, 


Because the Wildcats often use their 
safeties in run support, they need superior 
cornerbacks. When that position breaks 
down, as it did in the Cotton Bowl when 
Canty suffered from cramps, everything 
falls apart. Brigham Young rallied from 
a 10-point deficit in the fourth quarter 
by throwing two touchdowns against 
backup corners. 

But it isn’t just Canty. K-State must 
replace all four starters in the secondary, 
including free safety Mario Smith, a 
rugged hitman who had a knack for 
big plays. 

Still, the keys are the cornerbacks. 
This fall, the responsibilities likely fall to 
senior Demetric Denmark, one of those 
burned by BYU, and junior transfer Keith 
Black, untested in the K-State system. 
Redshirt freshmen Adrian Beard and 
Dyshod Carter are also available. 

Sophomore Lamar Chapman projects 
as Smith’s replacement at free safety. He 
was pressed into duty last year as a cor- 
nerback, and, like Denmark, yielded a late 
touchdown against BYU. Senior Monty 
Spiller should step in for Clyde Johnson at 
strong safety. 

All this is subject to change. The Wild- 
cats are likely to try various personnel 
combinations through August and proba- 


and generally goes unnoticed. 

“I've tried to get better and better and 
take pride in what I’m doing,” he said. “I 
know I’m not the best athlete out there, 
and that I don’t have the most talent, but I 
know I can control the defense.” 

Ochs (6-3, 225 pounds) tends to sell 
himself short. As a freshman, he was the 
Big Eight Defensive Newcomer of the 
Year. Last season, for all his supposed 
lack of visibility, he was still a third-team 
pick as All-Big 12. 

Not bad in a conference loaded with 
high-impact linebackers. 

“The first year I was here, I got to 
learn the defense,” said Ochs, the only 
two-year starter on a defensive unit that 
must replace seven players. “Then, I got 
to play it. Now, they expect perfection 
from me. 

“I don’t know if I can give perfec- 
tion, but I will do my best.” 

Whether anyone notices or not.Q 


bly into the season’s early games. 

“All positions are wide open,” Snyder 
said, “and several transfers will provide 
even greater competition in the fall.” 

The defensive front seven is far more 
settled. Junior Travis Ochs and sopho- 


“There’s a lot to 
look forward to,” 
Ochs said. “There’s a 


lot of good, young 
players here, and it’s 
time to get a look 
at them.” 


more Mark Simoneau provide steady 
bookends at outside linebacker, and it will 
be a major surprise if transfer Jeff Kelly, a 
junior college All-American at Garden City 
(Kan.) Community College, doesn’t inherit 
the middle. 

Up front, the loss of sackmaster 
Nyle Wiren creates a hole at one end, 
but the Wildcats expect sophomore Darren 
Howard (6-4, 235) to step in nicely. Junior 
college transfers Ricky Leung-Wai (6-2, 
260) and Andrae Rowe (6-2, 275) are the 
best bets for the other outside spot. 


Monty Beisel (6-4, 240), another 
Parade All-American, could also be a fac- 
tor, but he figures to redshirt unless he 
wins a starting job. 

Senior tackle Jerome Evans (6-6, 305) 
is a monster who anchors the middle. Look 
for sophomore Damion McIntosh (6-5, 
290) to fill the other interior post. 

Add it up, throw in the three early 
games against MAC opponents, and the 
Wildcats look like a lock for a fifth straight 
postseason trip. Winning nine or 10 
games again could be tougher, but K- 
State is used to exceeding expectations. 

“There’s a lot to look forward to,” Ochs 
said. “There’s a lot of good, young players 
here, and it’s time to get a look at them.” 

Even so, the Wildcats face a stiff chal- 
lenge to locate defensive playmakers capable 
of replacing Canty, Smith and Wiren. Big 
plays at key times are a growing K-State 
trademark and explain why the Wildcats 
have won nine straight regular-season games 
decided by fewer than 10 points. 

“There’s a sense of pressure,” 
Simoneau admitted. “Each player has to 
be able to look the other in the eye and 
know they gave their best effort.” 

The Wildcats, after all, have great 
expectations. 

— Bob Dutton 
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TIGERS 


Optimism High In Tiger Town 


reams have turned into expectations in victory-starved 

Columbia, Mo. 

When asked whether the “B-word” — bowl — had 
been whispered around the Missouri football program this presea- 
son, quarterback Corby Jones practically grabbed a megaphone. 

“You can say it,” Jones said. “We're already saying it ... We're 
going to be great. The only thing that’s going to stop us is us. | 
don’t think there’s anyone who can really stop us.” 

Big talk for a program that hasn't had a winning season since 
another well-known Tiger — Woods — was in first grade. 

Jones was referring to the team in general, but also to the 
offense that is expected to carry it. It is the offense that he guided 
to 25.3 points per game last season; the offense that produced the 
second-most rushing yards in school history; the offense that 
scored 30 or more points five times. 

He is also speaking of the program that has lumbered through 
13 consecutive losing seasons; the team that allowed the most 
points, 376, in Larry Smith’s college head coaching career; the 
squad that won two games in overtime and another by a point 
when Southern Methodist missed a chip-shot field goal at the gun. 

But after 13 years of suffering, the Tigers believe they are out 
of the woods. 

If the expectations turn into reality, it is the offense that will 
have to carry the Tigers, 5-6 overall and 3-5 in the Big 12 last sea- 
son, to their first bowl game since 1983. 

Eight starters on offense and six on defense return, but the 
team centers around Jones, a fiery junior who was the leading 
quarterback rusher in the Big 12 last season 
(742 yards). The fact that he has, so far, 
shown an erratic arm is a niggling point for a 
program ready to take off. 


of things. In three seasons Smith was able to shape what became 
the nation’s No. 9 rushing attack last year. 

Jones has only a career 51 percent completion percentage. 
But, oh, can he run. At a stocky 222 pounds, he dares defenders to 
take him on. Just for that reason, Nebraska recruited him out of 
Columbia Hickman High School in 1994. 

Missouri’s most effective play on third down last season 
became Jones dropping back to pass, briefly scanning the horizon 
and taking off on a mad scramble. It was perfect. Neither the 
offense or defense knew where he was going. 

The Hair On Fire Offense has its advantages. Jones finished 
second, by seven yards, to leading rusher Brock Olivo. That statis- 
tic also has an ominous downside. No one behind Jones has 
taken a snap, making Jones the centerpiece of Missouri's hopes 
this season. 

“Protecting Corby is a key factor,” Smith said. “We don’t want 
Corby carrying the ball 20 times a game. We’re putting our No. 1 
quarterback at risk. I'd like to see him develop the confidence to 
throw when things aren’t quite right.” 

Jones sounds like he wants to change and stay in the pocket 
longer, but knows it might take away from his effectiveness. This is 
no pocket passer we’re talking about. The son of defensive line 
coach Curtis Jones, an NFL veteran, is savvy beyond his years. 

“] think Coach Smith is better about it than a lot of coaches 
would be because he understands the way I play,” Jones said. 
“Sometimes he doesn’t agree with it. But he knows that more 
times than not I’m going to make something good happen. 


Columbia was bursting at the seams 
when the Jones-led Tigers ran over Kansas 
42-25 in the season finale last November. 
Jones broke out that day with 289 yards in 
total offense, raising once again comparisons 
to Missouri’s all-time total offense leader, 
Phil Bradley. 

The victory meant that the 5-6 record 
was Missouri's best in nine years. One of the 
goalposts was ripped down and found its 
way to a local watering hole for dissection. 

The giddiness should continue this sea- 
son — at least for the offense. It’s fun to 
watch, though not in the typical WAC sense 


THE TEAM CENTERS AROUND CORBY JONES, 
A FIERY JUNIOR WHO WAS THE LEADING 
QB RUSHER IN THE BIG 12 LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


1996: 5-6 overall, 3-5 Big 12 (4th North) 
COACH: Larry Smith — At Missouri: 11- 
22-1, 3 years; Overall: 121-102-7, 20 


years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 Offense, 6 
Defense, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Corby Jones; 
TB Brock Olivo; CB Shad Criss; OL Mike 


Morris 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Rushing and the 
secondary. The offense makes no bones 
about pounding the nation’s No. 9 rush- 
ing attack at opponents. The secondary is 
quick and talented. It will only be as 
good as a weak defensive line that pro- 
duced only 16 sacks last season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Tigers are 


thin at quarterback. Redshirt freshman 
Ryan Douglass backs up Jones. After that 
it’s true freshmen and walk-ons. The 
Tigers absolutely cannot suffer any more 
injuries in the defensive line or among 
linebackers. Also, the Tigers must hold 
onto the ball. They dropped from a tie for 
ninth in turnover margin in 1995 to 
106th last season. 

OVERVIEW: Good, except for a killer 
schedule. Ohio State, Nebraska and 
Texas come to Columbia. There are haz- 
ardous road trips to Oklahoma State, 
Colorado, Tulsa and Kansas. Still, if the 
Tigers win the winnable games, they 
could be headed to a bowl for the first 
time since 1983. 
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TIGERS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


Dwayne BLAKLEY TE 6-5, 235 St. Joseph Central 
All-State # As a senior, caught 21 passes for 350 yards @ Runs 4.8 in 40-yard dash. 


Bo BUTZ LB 6-4, 215 Portland, OR Westview 
Third-team All-State at linebacker and tight end @ Portland All-Metro. 

Joe BYERS OL 6-5, 300 Kansas City Center 
All-State # All-Metro. 

Adrian COLE L 6-5, 300 Houston, TX Nimitz 


Ranked No. 50 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # 
Waco Tribune-Herald Top 100 list # Three-time All-State @ Two-way starter @ Long snapper 
@ Graded at 90 percent on blocking assignments # Had 12 pancake blocks as a senior. 


Aaron CRITTENDONL 6-6, 270 St. Joseph Central 
Ranked No. 36 prospect in Midlands by SuperPrep @ All-State # Two-time All-Conference 
All-District @ Three-year starter on basketball team @ Placed in discus at state track meet. 


Delvin DEVRES DB 5-11, 180 Kirkwood Kirkwood 
As a senior, started at quarterback but missed six games with torn tendon # Retumed to play 
defensive back, intercepting four passes in final four games # Runs 4.35 in 40-yard dash. 


James DOUGHERTY QB 6-4, 185 Edwardsville, IL Edwardsville 

Ranked No. 79 prospect in Midwest by SuperPrep @ All-State # As a senior, completed 55 
of 86 passes for 1,169 yards and 17 touchdowns @ Threw no interceptions # Rushed 47 
times for 548 yards @ Three-year starter Set state record with 143 consecutive passes with- 


out an interception # Threw for 2,650 career yards and 32 scoring passes @ All-District 
kicker. 


Eric EARTHLY LB 6-0, 217 Humble, TX Nimitz 

Three-year starter # Runs 4.6 in 40-yard dash. 

Brandon FORD TE 6-3, 240 Galveston, TX Ball 

Ranked No. 38 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Listed among Top 75 players in Texas by 
Texas Football # Played primarily offensive line, but recruited as tight end. 

Michael GAVINS DL 6-6, 265 Miami, FL South 

Rated among top defensive linemen in Florida. 

Marquis GIBSON LB 6-2, 218 Apopka, FL Coffeyville CC 

Ranked No. 46 junior college prospect nationally by SuperPrep # Had 20 sacks, 24 tackles 
for loss and two blocked kicks last season. 


Nawe / Posmion 


Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


Mike HAYES L 6-3, 255 Kansas City Oak Park 
All-State defensive lineman @ All-Metro offensive lineman # Helped team to second place fin- 
ish in the state. 


Jeff HELLERSTEDT OL 6-4, 280 Bentonville, AR Bentonville 
All-State @ Had 22 pancake blocks as a senior. 

Garrett HILL TE/L 6-5, 220 Liberal, KS Liberal 
Two-way starter # Helped team to second-place finish in the state. 

Clayton McABOY L 6-3, 232 Jefferson City Jefferson City 


All-District # As a senior, had 64 primary tackles @ Helped team to 11-2 record @ Runs 4.8 
in 40-yard dash. 


David MONROE LB 6-0, 217 Miami, FL Killian 

Runs 4.5 in 40-yard dash. 

Josh O'NEAL LB 6-1, 200 Ada, OK Ada 
All-District. 

Wade PERKINS DB 6-1, 175 las Vegas, NV Dixie College 
Runs 4.5 in 40-yard dash. 

Kyle PIPER LB 6-2, 242 Coal Valley, IL Moline 
All-State. 

Kurt PROPST QB 6-2, 200 Jefferson City Jefferson City 
As a senior, completed 59 of 108 passes for 1,098 yards and 17 touchdowns. 
Duke REVARD LB 6-3, 200 Bentonville, AR Bentonville 
Made 104 tackles as a senior. 

Chris RYAN OL 6-3, 260 Milan Milan 

One of the top offensive linemen in northwest Missouri. 

Jason SPROULL P/PK 6-4, 190 Normal, IL Bloomington Catholic 


As a senior, hit on seven of 10 field goal attempts, including kicks of 57, 52 and 50 yards # 
His 57-yarder is the Illinois prep record. 


Kareem WISE HB 6-3, 215 Baton Rouge, LA Hutchinson CC 
Ranked No. 49 junior college prospect nationally by SuperPrep # Ranks second in career 
receptions at Hutchinson with 59 catches. 


ALOOKATTHETIGERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(5-6-0, 3-5-0) PASSING Mm =| Sept. 6 — Eastern Michigan 
Z NAME Att Comp Yaros Pct TD INT 
10. Texas AO Stomia [1stas Pe 70leeSiizeSaO Sept. 20 at Tulsa 
- Jones, C. 105 54 624 51.4 5 3 = 
16 Memphis iN RUSHING Sept. 27 Ohio State 
NAME No YARDS J 
38 Clemson 24 
== Olivo 157 749 AB HSS Oct. 4 — lowa State 
Jones, C. 130 742 5.7 80 9 
gl konrasSiots = West 116 649 «5.6t*« 4 Oct. 11 at Kansas State 
27 SMU 26 Blackwell 79 506 6.4 8] 5 
—- RECEIVING Oct ] 8 Texas 
10 Kansas State 35 NAME No Yarps AVG lc TD 
: : Oct. 25 at Oklahoma State 
35 Oklahoma State (OT) 28 wee 3 mid el aM eS = 
Olivo 22 165 7.5 25 2 
3 neal Al Brooks 1723613932 Nov. 1  — atColorado 
eel ee) West n 83 7.5 17 0 
7 Nebraska 5] DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 Nebraska 
TACKLES: Cross 132; Easter 91; Love 86; Cracraft 73. Nov. 15 Ba lor 
49 Baylor (3OT) A2 IntercerTions: Baker 2; Binion 2; Cross 2. Y 
QB Sacks: Wyatt 3; Jones, D. 3; Odom 2; Josue 2. 
42 Kansas 25 Tacktes For Loss: Cracralt 9; Jones, D. 8; Wyatt 7. Nov. 22 at Kansas 
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SENIOR TACKLE BRIAN CRACRAFT IS THE BEST OF A DEFENSIVE LINE THAT STARTED 
TO SHOW IMPROVEMENT LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


There is a hint of confidence, some 
might take it as cockiness, in Jones’ tone. 
For the first time in his career, he is the 
unabashed starting quarterback. Kent Sko- 
ria and John McArthur transferred out 
of the program in the off-season for just 
that reason. 

“Someone asked me before (spring) 
practice, ‘How does it feel? How does it 
feel? Does it mean not having anyone look 
over your shoulder?’” Jones said. “Actu- 
ally, I was a little more relaxed. I wasn’t 
worried about what everyone else was 
doing. I was worried about my throws.” 

Now, if Jones screws up what's the worst 


that can happen? An interception? A punt? 
He’s still going out there for the next series. 

“T felt like I had to look over my shoul- 
der,” Jones said. 

Jones is improving as a passer in small 
increments. His 54 completions produced 
624 yards in 1996. That compared to 134 
yards and only a 33.3 percent completion 
rate as a freshman. 

In the final three games of last season, 
Jones seemed to come of age as a pass- 
run threat. He completed 64 percent of his 
passes and averaged 146 yards in total 
offense in those games. In the spring he 
threw for almost 60 percent. 


“This is a big year for me,” Jones said. “I 
came a long way last year. This is a big year 
because people are gunning for us. People 
aren't going to be thinking that I can’t run or 
I can’t do this or I can’t do that.” 

That, however, was a perception when 
Jones began his career meekly midway 
through the 1995 season. Injuries had 
forced the freshman into the lineup against 
Nebraska. To save his quarterback’s body 
and his team’s psyche, Smith designed the 
offense that day to be more conservative 
than the 700 Club. 

The Tigers slinked out of town with 
their requisite 57-0 loss and without a 
proven quarterback. As the 3-8 season 
wound down, Jones was as prone toa 
turnover as he was to a big play. 

Murmurs of a position change started. 

“You're going to play quarterback,’ ” 
Jones recalled coaches telling him. “‘But if 
something happens that you’re not doing 
as well as we thought you’d do or we think 
we can use you someplace else, we’re 
going to do that.’” 

It never came to a decision. Jones had 
a huge game against lowa State in the 1995 
season finale. Plus, as he pointed out, “I 
knew what they had. Put me at running 
back? Why would you want to do that? 
Defensive back, why would you do that?” 

Why indeed? Jones is one of four Mis- 
souri runners to surpass 500 yards last sea- 
son. Only one other Division I-A team, Texas 
A&M, can make that claim. Olivo, who will 
become Missouri’s all-time leading rusher 
this season, continues to fight off junior 
Devin West for his starting tailback spot. 

They run behind a beefy line that aver- 
ages 290 pounds. In the rushing-rich Big 
12, the Tigers were third in the conference, 
but ninth in the country, with 250.7 yards 
per game. 

The offensive line has become one of 
the Big 12’s best because of a small region 
in North Central Missouri nicknamed “The 
Hernia Belt.” 

Missouri has gotten three starters from 
the region. Left guard Mike Morris and 
right tackle Todd Neimeyer hail from 
Brookfield, Mo. Right guard Cliff Smith is 
from nearby Chillicothe. 

There’s no significance to them all 
winding up at Missouri except that the 
farming region may become known for 
something more than crops. The three 
average 300 pounds. 

The offensive line returns four of five 
players who started at least five games last 
season. The best of the lot is senior left 
guard Mike Morris. 

Running back is loaded. Tailbacks 
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No. NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. 3 Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
55 Jored Angelica IB fr_~—«& 2212 Posodena, TK 45 BrignMcKeown 1B So GA 200 Pacuor 
72. Jored Borge C Fr 60 260 BueSprings 93. Jeff Marriot DL So 65 7285 Chillcohe 
74 luke Bennet DT Fr 62 214 St. Charles, Ik 85 Chad Martin STE A S3* 251 Auxvasse 

13. Sean Benton Bok 511234 St. Poul, MN 40 Barry Mazuch - 1B Fr 6-5 230 Madison, NE 
61 Travis Biebel OL Se 64 228 Blue Springs 64 Chis Meredith OL Jr 65 285. St oseph 
12. Terrence Binion SS Sr 63-187 St. Louis 77 Pat Mingucci NI So 62 266 Jefferson City 
22 DeVoughn Block RB So S11 203 St Lovis 79 TimMiteltoct DE Ir) KansosGity 
33 EmestBlockwel RB Sr 3235_—Eueko 53. Jamie Moris 1B St 61 228 Cohmbio 
"26 Jeremy Broce SS So 61 (197 Chillcohe | +=» 62 MikeMonis QL. ~—«3. 310 Brookfield 

87 Eddie Brooks Tek 6&1 22 BheSprings BT dey Murchison WR Sr +1195 Richmond, VA 
75 Paul Corrizal OL fr 6-4 350 Grond Prairie, TX 69 Todd Neimeyer OQ bk 65 2% Brookfield 

49° Justin Corter IB So 6-2 228 Odessa 39 Barry Odom 1B So 60 220 Ada, OK 

80 ToreyColemon WR Sr 62 195 HarbourCiy,CA 27 BrockOlno RB. Sr «G1 214 Weshingion 
48 Shawn Cooper RB So 5-11 205 Green Bay, WI 2 "Harold Piersey FS Jr 62 179 Kaansos City, KS_ 
59 BrionCrocrot = DT Sr_~— 63-257 Meso, AZ 99 Neil Pipkin DE Fr 65 232 Moore, OK 

5 ShodCrss «CB Sr_~—<S10_178 Denison, IX 2A Carlos Posey CB So 60 193 Baton Rouge, IA 
58 CharlesDolon = Bk «6:2 232 Springfield “Di RondyPoter CBr «S10 179 St louis 

V1 RyonDougloss «QBs «G2 201 LakeForesL_—-» Al. Nathan Proctor «RBs «S11 241 Seatle, WA 
31. Pot Duly 1B fr 61 233 Hemel,CA 13 ChrisPyeor GB. «So. 1182 Chesterfield 
“1 ColdinoEoster SS dk ~—S:10. 190 Houston, TX 31 Ricardo Rhodes RB «56177 Stlovis 
46 Amir Eboyed TE So 63 29 S: Poles 87 TimRidgey Ol So 64 302 HighHil 

94 Steve Erickson —dDT-—So. 4-263 alos, TX 76 RobRii == C= So S327) Florissant 
30. Kevin Ford BS 61 222 Denison, TX 15. Andre Roberson CB Fr «5-10 -168 Houston, TX 

3 Tim Geiger PK So 5-11 172 Belleville, IL 4 Ricky Ross WR Sr 60 181 Los Vegas, NV 
_ ToddGiyard == NT. Sr A 334 St Louis 68 David Rowe DL Se 63 252 Silos 
7 Joe Gloubermon OL_Fr_—<G3_ 288 Overlnd Park, KS «85 JohnScheurng _—*TE~—«So 62 290 San Rofl, CA 
6 KdeonGreen 'B_r_—<G2 221 LosAngeles,CA 38 PaulSchmonke LB «So. 6-0 207 Florissant 

8 Dovid Hoasis WR fr 63. 194 St. Joseph 7. Jamie Scholten WR So 56 166 Columbia 

"9% WiliomHowes OL it 66 267 Inglewood,CA ‘7. Vince Sebo PS 61 22h Sing TX 
54 Malt Hawkes BS 62 236 VemdU 78 Mike Silliman OL So 65 310 Bridgeton 

57 CroigHeimburger = OL. Jr ~— 6-3-3807 Belleville IL 2 Keith Simmons. Cob 55 150 Kansas City 

9 Mitch Henderson TE Sr 63272 _Ballvin 70 Clif Smith Ok 65 293 Chilicohe 
“82 HorodHendids FS Fr 63 203 BowingGreen 25 dasonSmith = PSs «59170 Ryan OK 

35. Philip Hickman Bor 1228 KansasCity 66 Al Steding (BJ 511 246 Meso, AZ 

‘91 Jayson Hughes ‘TE fr_~—«&4 219 CorpusChris, TX 88 Joke Steve TE ke 63 242 Konsos iy 
"SM RonJones —=sRBSSr_—«3 276 Cloreme «56 Shown Sundol «BSS G2 244 Columbio 

6 Kondwani Johnson RB So 60 223 Tempe,AZ  -—»«82BlyToylor = WR ~—G-2 181 Peoria Lk 

28. Roshidi Johnson RB Fr «= 6-230 Tempe, AZ 2 Kevin Tucker CBF «59 «200 Springfield 

7 Corby Jones QB or = 61-227) Columbia 52. Michoe! Valadez CTSo. 162) 1092 Corpus Christ, TX 
97 Donnell ones. NI St 6-4 275 St.Louis 29 Leslie Weaver WR fr 57 155 Evanston ll 
V4 Julian Jones FS—Fr_—<S-11 184 MidwestCiy,OK 32 DevinWest RB 2 215 Moberly 

51 Samuel Josve DE Sr 62 227 Miomi,Al 95 Darl Whittington DE Fr 68 218 Silovis 

19. ScottKnickman = PK Sr SII 28 $i. Louis i 65 Rogerick Wilson == OL So 65 5 Stlovis 

84 Kent Layman WR So 5-11 189 Kirkwood 90_Jusin Wyat DL ok 64 261 Hermann 
54 Josonlews Br S60 219 Knob Noslor 89 Mortez Young Cc ok 61 183 Kansas City, KS. 
60 Daniel McCormy DE fr 63 235 St Joseph Roster ond depth chart subject fo change. 

1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
QB Corby Jones, Jr/Ryan Douglass, Fr LE Justin Wyatt, Jr/Tim Mittelstadt, Jr 


1B 


Ricky Ross, Sr/Jay Murchison, Sr 
Jake Stueve, Jr/Eddie Brooks, Jr 
LT Travis Biebel, Sr/Chris Meredith, Jr 


Brock Olivo, Sr/Devin West, Jr 


FB Ron Janes, Sr/Nathan Proctor, Fr 
Torey Coleman, Sr/Kent Layman, So 


NT Donnell Jones, Sr/Pat Mingucci, So 
RT Brian Cracraft, Sr/Steve Erickson, So 
RE — Sam Josue, Sr/Daryl Whittington, Fr 


LB Shawn Sundall, Sr/Barry Mazuch, Fr. 
(B Kevin Ford, Sr/Al Sterling, Jr 
1B Pat Duffy, Fr/Paul Schmanke, So 


RT 
PK 


IG Mike Mortis, ‘Sr/Mike Silliman, So CB Shad Criss, Sr/Carlos Posey, So 
C Rob Riti, So/Michael Valadez, So CB Randy Potter, Jr/Martez Young, Jr 
RG _ Cliff Smith, Jr/Craig Heimburger, Jr SS Caldrinoff Easter, Jr/Terrence Binion, Sr 


Todd Neimeyer, Jr/Paul Carrizal, Fr 


Scott Knickman, Sr/Tim Geiger, So 


FS Harold Piersey, Jr/Julian Jones, Fr 
P Vince Sebo, So/Jason Smith, Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


or a guy fighting to save spring prac- 

tice, Smith might want to reconsider. 

Missouri lost four starters to injuries 
during the spring, three of them on 
defense. Meanwhile, Smith has opposed an 
NCAA injury surveillance group studying 
whether to do away with spring drills. 

Ironically, Smith’s team was part of an 
American Football Coaches Association 
experiment, in which Missouri went with- 
out pads for the first two spring practices. 

Then disaster struck: Sophomore line- 
backer Barry Odom tore an anterior cruci- 
ate ligament. Defensive lineman Donnell 
Jones broke his foot. Fullback Ron Janes 
dislocated a finger. Linebacker Kevin Ford 
underwent shoulder surgery. Receiver 
Ricky Ross separated a shoulder. 

Only Odom’s injury is serious. 

“Eighty percent of the trainers and 
coaches agree that spring football is not a 
major injury risk,” Smith said. 

¢ Sophomore Rob Riti moved from 
offensive guard to center. Junior Tim Mit- 
telstadt moved from defensive guard to 
defensive tackle. Senior linebacker Kevin 
Ford moved from outside to inside line- 
backer. Senior Shawn Sundall moved from 
defensive end to bandit (outside linebacker). 

Smith also created the H-back posi- 
tion, a large receiver who lines up like a 
tight end. Junior Eddie Brooks did the 
duties in the spring. Junior college recruit 
Kareem Wise should take over in the fall. 

e Junior college defensive end William 
Hawes quit the team midway through 
spring practice. The 29-year-old former 
Army veteran seemingly couldn't hack it at 
the Big 12 level. 

Sophomore safety Jeremy Brocke quit 
to concentrate on his studies. 

¢ Senior cornerback Shad Criss and 
redshirt freshman Nathan Proctor played in 
the spring game despite legal problems. 

Criss was arrested for the third time in 
10 months after a skirmish with a former 
roommate. Proctor was arrested spring 
game week for possession of marijuana. 

As part of probation regarding another 
incident, Criss was scheduled to begin 60 
days of home detention in April. 

eThe Nov. 22 game at Kansas was 
moved to Sept. 13. Missouri now plays 11 
straight weeks instead of having a built-in 
bye week. Smith thinks the exposure — 
the game was moved for television pur- 
poses — is more important. 

— Dennis Dodd 
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BROCK OLIVO IS 260 YARDS SHY OF 
MISSOURI'S CAREER RUSHING RECORD 
WITH 2,348 YARDS. 

PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


Brock Olivo and Devin West split starting 
assignments last season. 

Before dislocating a finger during the 
spring, fullback Ron Janes was becoming 
The Fullback That Ate Columbia. 

The senior from Clarence, Mo., caused 
quite a stir by ballooning to 276 pounds 
during the off-season. That’s up from 255 
in 1996. 

Janes, a devastating blocker, claims 
he did it to bulk up for some of MU’s 
off-season weightlifting competitions. 

He proved he could play with the extra 
weight by running a 4.7-second 40 in the 
off-season. 

While coaches are skeptical, 

Janes wants to play this season at his 
new weight. 

“It’s going to be a road-grader 
offense,” Janes said. “It’s going to be fun 
to play in and watch, and not that much 
fun to play against.” 

Backup Ernest Blackwell has fullback 
size (249 pounds) and tailback speed. He 
busted free for an 81-yard touchdown run 
up the middle against Baylor. His 6.4-yard 
average led all running backs. 

As mentioned, quarterback is thin, 


Olivo Cuts a Wide Path For Mizzou 


inety minutes before Missouri’s 
N spring game, senior tailback Brock 

Olivo was in full pads making the 
trek across Providence Road from the foot- 
ball locker room to Faurot Field. 

What was the rush? The temptation 
was to tell Olivo to calm down and relax. 
Save for some sunbathers, the stadium 
was empty. 

But Brock Olivo is a whirlwind 
wrapped in a small-town charm that was 
last seen on the silver screen. In fact, 
Olivo’s nickname is “Forrest Gump.” 

There was a job to be won. Missouri, 
the nation’s No. 9 rushing team, is deep in 
backs. Olivo didn’t want to settle for being 
a backup. 

“He has a spirit, a heart and an 
intensity to win that’s pretty contagious,” 
Missouri coach Larry Smith said. “Most 
guys have that intensity, but with Brock 
it’s relentless.” 

And it isn’t relegated to the football 
field where Olivo is 260 yards shy of 
Missouri’s career rushing record with 
2,348 yards. 


but not as thin as once thought. Redshirt 
freshman quarterback Ryan Douglass 
came on in the spring. Douglass is the 
son of former Chicago Bears and Kansas 
great Bobby Douglass. 


The secondary remains the strength of 
a porous defense despite the loss of all- 
time leading tackler DeMontie Cross at 
safety. Linebacking will once again be the 
sore spot for the Tigers. The defense 
limped out of the spring with only four 
healthy bodies. Freshman sensation Barry 
Odom tore an ACL in the spring. His 
return for this season is iffy. 

The defensive line is in similar shape, 


His running style matches Bob Dole’s 
lifestyle — straight ahead. While he isn’t 
the fastest or most athletic guy on the 
field, Olivo is the hardest to bring down, 
perhaps the hardest in the history of 
Missouri football. 

The son of former University of Miami 
and St. Louis Cardinal quarterback Dave 
Olivo, Brock burst out of Washington, Mo., 
in 1994 to a downtrodden Tiger program 
that he has almost single-handedly lifted 
back to respectability. 

Two 100-yard games as a freshman 
were followed by a 985-yard sophomore 
season. Olivo battled for his starting job 
last season with sophomore Devin West, 
but still ended up leading the Tigers again 
with 749 yards. 

The early arrival at the spring game 
was typical Brock. While others ho- 
hummed their way through the glorified 
scrimmage, Olivo led all rushers with 
108 yards. 

Not surprisingly, that kind of Forrest 
Gumption put him at the top of the depth 
chart once again heading into the fall. (_] 


although it started to show improvement at 
the end. Senior tackle Brian Cracraft is the 
best of an average lot. The secondary got 
hung out to dry because the defensive 

line simply could not get to the quarter- 
back. Missouri was last in the conference 
and 105th in the country in pass 

efficiency defense. 

With a wavering defense, it’s on Jones’ 
shoulders to make Missouri a bowl team. 
Smith wants to average 30 points per 
game. That hasn’t been accomplished at 
Missouri since 1969, but is not out of the 
question in this offense-happy era. 

To do it, Missouri fully expects to take 
momentum from the Kansas victory. 

With the clock running out that day, 
Jones found himself in charge of a giddy 
huddle. To call the last play, Jones had to 
tell upperclassmen to shut their mouths. 
They did. 

There was, it seemed, a new sheriff in 
town. Then, for once, he followed the 
script. No freelance. No hair on fire. Jones 
ran six yards on an option play to run out 
the clock on the season. 

And give new hope to a new one. 

— Dennis Dodd 
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Expectations Still Run High 


las, 1996 sure was a tough year on those poor ol’ Nebraska 

football fans. Their team went 11-2, beat Colorado for the 

fifth straight year to win the North Division of the Big 12 and 
won the Orange Bowl convincingly. Can't help but feel bad for them. 

They had made their reservations for New Orleans well in 
advance. No doubt their Huskers were going to win a third straight 
national title. It was booked: Nebraska vs. Florida State in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

And then those Longhorns came along and messed up everything. 
Needless to say, a lot of hotel rooms in New Orleans opened up. 

“When we won that second national championship, it seemed the 
third one was almost expected,” 25th-year head coach Tom Osborne 
said. “When we didn’t deliver, it wasn’t a terrible year, but it wasn’t a 
real good year. | suspect there will be a time when 11-2 looks pretty 
good around here.” 

Don’t expect that time to come soon. After all, the Huskers 
themselves encourage the high expectations by the state’s football- 
crazed citizenry. No one felt worse about last year’s 11-2 season 
than the players because, like the fans, they also had made plans 
to do Bourbon Street. 

In fact, the players confess now, they were so certain they were 
going to play for another national championship that they glossed over 
the details. That tends to happen when you're in a program that had 
won 36 straight regular-season games and 25 in a row overall. 

The beginning of the end came in the second game of the sea- 
son when the fat cats got ambushed 19-0 at Arizona State. And 
then 2 '/2 months later, up-and-down Texas quarterback James 
Brown played the game of his life to end the Huskers’ champi- 
onship run once and for all. 

“We couldn't see it then because we 
thought we were doing everything we could to 
prepare,” center Josh Heskew says, “but | think 
a lot of us took things for granted. We thought 
we could go into a place, being two-time 
defending national champions, and just take 
over a game. We thought we could just show 
up and win. 

“Our eyes have been opened.” 

The Huskers plan to use the disappoint- 
ment of 1996 as their rallying cry in 1997. It’s a 
psychological strategy that has worked for them 
before. During championship runs in 1994 and 
95, they fed off the pain of coming up just 
short (or wide left, if you prefer) in 1993, when 


HOW NEBRASKA FARES WILL HINGE LARGELY 
ON THE PERFORMANCE OF QUARTERBACK 
SCOTT FROST, THE 1996 BIG 12 OFFENSIVE 

NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR. 
PHOTO BY PAUL JASIENSKI 
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1996: 11-2 overall; 8-1 Big 12 
(1st North) 
COACH: Tom Osborne — At NU and 
Overall: 242-49-3, 24 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 6 
Offense, 3 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Scott Frost, 


IB Ahman Green, DE Grant Wistrom, 
MLB Jay Foreman, FS Eric Warfield, 
RCB Ralph Brown 

PRIMARY STRENGTH: All-America 
rush end Grant Wistrom and defen- 
sive tackle Jason Peter lead a front 
four that rivals any in the country. 
Their ability to pressure opposing 
quarterbacks should go a long way 


they lost the 18-16 heartbreaker to Florida State in the Orange Bowl. 

The question is whether the Huskers have the manpower to 
make a run at a title, be it the national title or the Big 12 North 
title. More will be known about their national stature after they visit 
Seattle to play powerful Washington on Sept. 20. Where they stack 
up in the conference will be known Nov. 28, if not before, when 
they meet Colorado in Boulder. 

What is known is that how Nebraska fares will hinge largely on the 
performances of quarterback Scott Frost and a secondary that lost 
three of four starters. 

Frost is among six starters back from an offense that averaged 134 
fewer yards a game than it did in 1995. Though the Huskers still 
cranked out 422 yards a game — a good clip, by most standards — 
the production ranked as the lowest at Nebraska in 10 seasons. 

That wasn’t lost on Husker fans, who developed a love-hate rela- 
tionship with the homegrown Frost. The 6-3, 215-pound senior from 
tiny Wood River, seen as a traitor when he spent his first two years of 
college studying football under Bill Walsh at Stanford, returned home 
as the heir apparent to Tommie Frazier, the best to ever play the posi- 
tion at Nebraska. Frost, it turned out, became the most scrutinized 
quarterback ever at NU. 

Frost couldn’t escape the spotlight. The big ta-do during the Ari- 
zona State game was that when the defense was on the field, cameras 
caught Frost sitting alone on the bench. Where were his teammates? 
Don’t they like him? And then there was the nitpicking. He throws like 
he’s shot-putting, the naysayers would say, or he pitches too early or 
too late on the option play. And on and on and on it went. 

“I didn’t expect it to be like it was,” said Frost, who was 


CORNHUSKERS AT A GLANCE 


in helping a largely inexperienced 
secondary develop. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The starters 
on the offensive line are better than 
average, but depth has not been 
developed. In the kind of offense 
Nebraska runs, it’s imperative to 
have backups who can play without 
a drop-off. 

OVERVIEW: An early-season game at 
Washington will show whether the 
Huskers are national contenders or 
pretenders. If Frost steps up when the 
going is tough and other starters 
hold up, they can make a run. 
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FORNHUSKERS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Cource 


Steve ALSTADT OL/DL 6-5, 260 Fort Calhoun Fort Calhoun 
SuperPrep All-Midlands # National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ Lincoln Jounal Star All-State As 
a senior, had 36 solo tackles and 51 assists # Member of basketball team. 


Dion BOOKER DB 6-2, 200 Oceanside, CA El Camino 

Ranked No. 21 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep # National Recruiting Advisor All-West # Two-time All- 
League @ As a senior, rushed for 930 yards and nine touchdowns @ Had three interceptions @ Averaged 15 
points per game in basketball. 


Correll BUCKHALTER RB 6-2, 210 Mt. Olive, MS Collins 

As a senior, rushed for 1,722 yards and 12 touchdowns @ Caught 14 passes for 204 yards and four scores 
National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast @ Ran for 1,300 yards as a junior @ Averaged 13 points per 
game as basketball point guard. 


Jamie BURROW LB 6-2, 240 Ames, !A Ames 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-Midlands @ National Recruiting Advisor All- 
Midwest Area @ As a senior, made 160 tackles, including six ‘overed five fumbles and intercepted 
one pass @ Caught 20 passes for 450 yards and six Ruchdowne Four-year letterman @ Member ie 
ketball and track teams. 


Ben CORNELSEN DB/WR 5-11, 175 Shawnee, KS Northwest 
All-State @ As a senior, caught 13 passes for 157 yards @ Ran for 584 yards and had 446 yards in kickoff 
and punt returns Scored 23 career touchdowns @ State runner-up in wrestling. 


Eric CROUCH QB 6-0, 190 Omaha Millard North 

Parade All-American @ USA Today Nebraska Player of the Year @ Ranked No. 8 prospect in Midlands by 
sper’ PrepStar Dream Team @ Threw for 600 yards and ran for 1,300 yards as a senior, despite an 
ankle injury # Two-time All-State. 


Matt DAVISON WR 61,170 Tecumseh Tecumseh 

SuperPrep All-Midlands @ As a senior, caught 63 passes for 1,314 yards and 20 touchdowns # Caught 26 
scoring passes as a junior @ Had 15 career interceptions @ Four-year letterman Member of basketball and 
track teams @ National Honor Society. 


Chris GUSTAFSON LB 6-2, 205 Gallup, NM Gallup 
Three-year starter # Three-time All-District @ Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, had 35 solo tackles, 
114 assists, 16 tackles for loss and three sacks @ Rushed for eight touchdowns. 


Brandon HARRISON DB 60,175 Gainesville, TX Blinn College 

Ranked No. 2 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Helped team to junior college national title # 
Over past Iwo seasons, had 50 tackles, six blocked kicks, seven interceptions and four caused fumbles # Led 
the nation in kickoff returns and punt returns # Originally signed with Texas A&M @ Rushed for 1,989 yards 
and 33 touchdowns as prep senior. 


Kyle KOLLMORGEN OL 6-4, 275 Lincoln 
Lincoln Journal Star and Omaha World-Herald All-State @ Two-way starter 
PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # Bench presses 305 pounds. 


Southeast 
SuperPrep All-Midlands 


Glen MATTHEWS DL 63, 300 Chicago, Ik N. Dakota College of Science 
J.C. Gridwire All-American @ Ranked No. 76 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Had 86 tack- 
les and six sacks last season @ Bench presses 410 pounds. 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGE 


6-0, 185 Albuquerque, NM Highland 

Parade All-American @ USA Today New Mexico Player of the Year @ PrepStar Dream Team @ As a senior, 
rushed for 663 yards and passed for 510 yards @ Averaged 10 yards per carry ond scored 17 touchdowns 
as a junior @ All-State @ Led team fo state title game @ State long jump champion. 


Dominic RAIOLA OL 6-3, 300 Honolulu, HI St. Louis School 
Three-year starter @ Ranked No. 61 prospect in Far West by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State @ Helped team 
to its 11th consecutive state championship @ National Honor Sociely. 


Name / Position 
Bobby NEWCOMBE G8 


Jon RUTHERFORD OL 6-3, 270 Midwest City, OK Midwest City 
SuperPrep All-American and All-Midlands @ Two-way starter @ All-State @ Helped team to state runner-up 
finish @ Missed four games due to knee injury. 


Erwin SWINEY DB/WR 6-1, 180 
SuperPrep Alll-Midlands National Recruitin, 
yards and seven touchdowns as a junior # Hod 62 tackles and intercepted three passes. 


Kyle VANDEN BOSCH DE 6-4, 235 Larchwood, IA West Lyon cae 
Parade All-American # SuperPrep All-American @ Ranked No. 6 strongside linebacker nationally by 
National Recruiting Advisor # USA Today lowa Player of the Year # Gai lowa Player of the Year # As 
a senior, ran for 812 yards and 18 touchdowns @ Had 83 tackles, 14 sacks and intercepted one pass # 
National Honor Society. 


Mark VEDRAL LB/R 6-1, 205 Gregory, SD Gregory 

USA Today South Dakota Player of the Year @ Three-year, Iwo-way starter @ As a senior, rushed 120 times 
for 1,010 yards and caught 10 passes for 180 yards @ Scored 12 touchdowns and recorded 188 total tack- 
les (131 solo) @ Four-year letterman @ Member of basketball and track teams, 


Dave VOLK OL 65,275 Battle Creek Battle Creek 

Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 120 tackles, two blocked punts and five tackles for loss # rey 
starter @ Hit on seven of 10 field goal attempts and was perfect on extra point kicks @ Starting basketball 
center, averaged 23 points and 10 rebounds per game @ Threw shot put for track team. 


Joe WALKER DB 5-11, 185 Arlington, TX Arlington-Lamar 

Ranked No. 4 comerback nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 list 

ae @ senior quarterback in 1995, rushed for 1,300 yards and 30 touchdowns Passed for 1,200 yards 
12 scores. 


Lincoln Northeast 
Advisor All-Big 12 Area @ All-State @ Had 500 receiving 


Dan WHITE RB/DB 5-9, 185 Green Bay, WI Ashwaubenon 

Gatorade Wisconsin Player of the Year @ USA Today Wisconsin Player of the Year @ USA Today honorable 
mention All-American @ As a senior, ran for 2,664 yards and 37 touchdowns @ Scored 59 career touch: 
downs @ Sprinter for track team. 


J. P. WICHMANN LB 6-5, 220 Shawnee, KS Northwest 

SuperPrep All-Midlands @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had 108 total tackles, including 25 sacks and wo 
caused fumbles @ Hod 216 career tockles. 

Tracey WISTROM TE 6-5, 205 Webb City, MO Webb Ci 


National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ Ranked No. 3 prospect nationally in Jumbo Alot category by 
SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 48 catches for 768 yards and 13 touchdowns # Had 128 tackles, four sacks, 
to interceptions and three fumble recoveries. 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(11-2-0, 8-1-0) We CASING ees Aug. 30 Akron 
— f —— Ar Comp Yarps Pcr TD _Inr 
55 Michigan State 14 Frost 200 104 1440 520 13 3 Sept. 13. Central Florida 
(@) Arizona State 19 Turman 19 9 126 47.4 1 0 — 
RUSHING Sept. 20 at Washington 
65 — Colorado State 9 Ree a 
39 Kansas State 3 ag 5p) eae Oct. 4 Kansas State 
9 Evans 148 a a SE = 
: Baylor y Benning 85 “45 «55 lO Oct. 11. at Baylor 
24 ~~ Texas Tech 10 Frost 126 7 Cy amar) 
63 Kansas 7 | RECEIVING Oct. 18 Texas Tech 
Aa Name No Yaros AvG lc 1D = 
73 Oklahom Ale || 
sak lb |_| Holbein 23 335 1464035. a|~—| «Ot 25 at Kansas 
51 Missouri 7 | | Vedral 20 300 150 41 1 > 
Kae Anes 14 | Jackson, V. 13 2202«2169~—S 4 | Nov. 1 Oklahoma 
4? __lowa state = Evans 12 75a SeeEO IO - — 
17 Colorado 25) DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 — atMissouri 
2k Texas 37 Tacktes: Williams 97; Hesse 85; Wistrom 75; Peter 58. Nov. ] 5 lowa State 
ORANGE BOWL = —— INTERCEPTIONS: Minter 5; Brown 4; Williams 3; Warfield 3. 2 wee an. 
at ewe QB Sacks: Wistrom 9.5; Rucker 7; Williams 5; Tomich 5. 
| 4] Virginia Tech 2] | Tackues For Loss: Wistrom 20; Williams 12; Hesse 11. Nov. 27 at Colorado 
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ALL-BIG 12 TACKLE JASON PETER IS A FORCE INSIDE. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 


impressive enough to be named Big 12 
offensive newcomer of the year. “Looking 
back, I’m probably the only quarterback for 
the last I-don’t-know-how-long who hadn’t 
played in a game and yet his team was the 
preseason No. 1. 

“I think I got a little more attention than | 
deserved — and probably a little more blame 
than I deserved when we lost early. | defi- 
nitely used that to my advantage later on in 
the year. The whole experience helped me 
grow as a quarterback.” 

Frost, who rushed for 438 yards and 
nine touchdowns, completed 52 percent of 
his passes for 1,440 yards and threw 13 
touchdowns to three interceptions, bristles 
at any comparisons to Frazier. But one Fra- 
zier trait that Frost acknowledges he’s lack- 
ing is the ability to take over a game. 

Frost is confident he can do that, 
especially having a year’s experience 
under his belt. 

“Experience is what it’s all about,” 
Quarterbacks coach Turner Gill said. “He’s 
more comfortable now. That will allow him 
to think less and react more. When that 
happens, more athletic ability is going to 
come out of a person. You're going to see 
more big plays out of him.” 


But if Frost stumbles, particularly at 
Washington, count on Husker fans to call for 
new blood. The three returning players who 
backed up Frost last season are yet to show 
signs of becoming high-caliber quarterbacks. 
But there is speculation that the next great 
Nebraska signal-caller is in the recruiting class 
of 1997. What isn’t known yet is whether it’s 
Eric Crouch of Omaha or Bobby Newcombe 
of Albuquerque, both consensus high school 
All-Americans. 

The circumstances are eerily similar to 
1992, when an incoming freshman named 
Frazier became the starter after a journeyman 
named Mike Grant struggled. The turning 
point: A loss on the road to Washington. 

Frost's supporting cast on offense 
includes three full-time line starters in left 
guard Aaron Taylor, right guard Jon Zate- 
chka and right tackle Eric Anderson. Heskew, 
the center, is a seasoned junior who made his 
first start in the Orange Bowl against Virginia 
Tech. Senior Fred Pollack appears to be in 
line to take over at left tackle. Beyond the 
starting five, the Huskers are largely untested. 

A healthy Ahman Green returns at I-back 
after a miserable 1996 campaign that saw 
him sit out two games and most of four oth- 
ers because of a nagging turf toe injury. 


DeAngelo Evans, who filled in admirably for 
Green as a true freshman, missed spring 
practice because of a groin problem. 

A player to watch in the running game is 
Dan Alexander, a 6-foot, 250-pounder who 
runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash. The redshirt 
freshman is listed as a fullback, but don’t be 
surprised if he’s used in the one-back set. 
Alexander already is being compared to 258- 
pound bowling ball Ron Dayne of Wisconsin. 

The top two receivers from a year ago 
are gone, but junior wingback Shevin Wig- 
gins raised some eyebrows late last season 
and in the spring, and there are high hopes 
for sophomore split end J.R. Edwards. The 
Huskers have three tight ends — Tim Car- 
penter, Vershan Jackson and Sheldon 
Jackson — who all have seen significant 
playing time. 

The defense has just three starters 
back, but if concerns in the secondary 
can be shored up, there’s a belief that the 
unit can be just as good as the one that 
ranked in the top seven in the four major 
statistical categories. 

George Darlington, who coaches the 
defensive backs, has never sustained the 
graduation losses he did after the 1996 sea- 
son. Not only are three starters gone in left 
cornerback Michael Booker, free safety Eric 
Stokes and rover Mike Minter, Darlington lost 
four senior backups. 

“This is the biggest hit we’ve ever taken,” 
said Darlington, who has been on Osborne's 
staff all 25 years. “We may lose three or four 
kids a year, but this year it’s closer to 10. 
We've got our work cut out.” 

The one constant is right cornerback 
Ralph Brown. Though only a sophomore, 
Brown already has shown he’s one of the top 
defensive backs in the country. Brown, con- 
stantly picked on as a freshman, intercepted 
four passes, returning one 83 yards for a 
touchdown against Oklahoma. He broke up a 
school-record seven passes against Colorado. 

On the left side, junior college All-Ameri- 
can Brandon Hanson is expected to take 
over for Booker. Junior Jerome Peterson and 
redshirt freshman Joe Walker also proved to 
be capable at that spot in the spring. 

Sophomore Mike Brown has made a 
smooth transition from corner to strong 
safety, the position for which he was 
recruited, and senior Eric Warfield is consid- 
ered an honors candidate at free safety. 

The rest of the defense appears solid. 
The strength is at rush end, where All-Ameri- 
can Grant Wistrom anchors the right side and 
seasoned juniors Chad Kelsay and Mike 
Rucker the left. All-Big 12 tackle Jason Peter 
is a force inside. And sophomore strongside 
linebacker Brian Shaw, junior middle line- 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, NAME Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HoMetown Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 

36 Don Alexander RB Fr 61240. Wentzville, MO 9 loron Keiser Tr 6S 20 Farwell 
95. Derek Allen DT So 63280 Russclhile, AR 57 Chod Kelsay DE kk 63-285 Aubum 

10 EicAnderson OL Std 305 Lincoln 47 Jesh Kohl B So G1 215 Hastings 

94 Travis Antholz TE So 6:4 225 McDonald, KS 19 Jesse Kosch P Sr 60-185 Columbus 

82. Seon Applegate RB So 59 175 incon 23. Billofleur Pe 80 205 Nort 

52. Matt Boldwin C So 61290 Arvada, CO 89 Keffloke = WR Sr 64210 Colmbus 
4% ‘Sosho Becvarorsk OL fr 65 240 CrownPoint,IN- 40 _ Billy legate RB = S11 220 Ein 

“24 Jason Benes DBS S11 185 Valparaiso 2 Gregg list SS So 60 195 Vdenine 

35 KiisBromn PK 510.205 Southlake, TX 1. Frankie London QB So 60 175 LakeCharles, LA 
14 Lance Brown RB Je S11 190. Porilion “45 eelNokovicka RB SII 235. Brainard 

21 NikeBrown SS So 50200 Scottdale, AZ 97 Glen Mathews ——OT_—k_—«6:3 300 Chicago, 

22 Ralph Brown CB So 511180 Hacienda Hs, CA 4 OdoviousMeForin Be StS] 195 Bosrop, IX 
39 Ben Buetenbock BS S11 210 Hosings = 25 GreghkGrow FS So. «6-2—'195_Milhill, NI 

90 TimCopenter TES 63255 Columbus 75. Tom Milus DT So 63 270 Linch 

6 Kenny Cheatham WR ok 6-4 210 Phoenix, AZ 32. Wilke Miler Bf G1 240 Omaha 

9 NooleChrsto Br 195 Keamey 37 Tony Ori 1B So 60210 Weterbury, CT 
68 Jeff Clausen OL So 66 305. Dixon, 8 JelfPerino OB So 62 200 Duwengo, CO 

“AD Jesh Cobb RB S11 230 Wollace 55. Joson Peter OT S65 285 bocws,N 

85 TJ. DeBates TE So 63 245. Stewarille, MN 11 Jerome Person CB So 5:7 185 Port Allen, LA 
2. Leslie Dennis BS 59 175 _Bradenlon, FL “31 Carls Polk “1B Fr__63 225 Rockbord, IL 
a 7 George Ditrick DB sr 1190 Omoha TB FredPollack == OTS ed 310 Ocha 

78 Jay Ditman OL Fr 1190 SiouxCity, IA “13. Ted Retlof PK Sr SAD 185 Waverly 

58 BrondonDrun DT «So 3260 Columbus 86 DomickRoy TE 3240 Inglewood, CA 
2 IR. Edwards WR So 62 195 _Lincoh 84 Mike Rucker Rk 6 250 St Joseph, MO 
4 DeAngelo Evans RB So 59 220 Wichita, KS 80. Eric Ryon RR So 61-220 Overton 
“50 dsinFerel = OL 280 Mellen, TK 85._Joson Schwab OT fr 61 295 Eago,NN 

12 DemondFinster Fr 60 175 BoysTown 5A DowgSeamon CS G1 280 Bellew 

19 Chat Finley FS Fr 61195 Cuero, 1X “46 Brion Shaw IB So 60215 Denese 

44 Jy Focemon Bt 1230 _ Eden Proirie, MN 63 James Sherman OG So 62 -300—LaVeme,CA 
7 Scott GBS 6321S Wocd River 31 hoy Sims ‘BS 61 220 Om 
TA BenGesord Lk 62285 inch 67_Aaren Tap CS 61305 Wicla Fl, 

27 IdhnGbon RBs 6-0 ‘185 Papillon 79 Ross Tessendort Dt 60275 Cohmbus 

30 Ahman Green RB Ir 60 220 Omcha “92. TravisToline RR ok 63-235 Wahoo 

9 George Guidry R-Fr 63225 Lake Charles, 1A 71 MikeVonCleve OT St 62295 Hulman, TX 

35 TrentGomm Re 2225 Columbus 61 Brandt Wade OG Jr 6:2 300 Springlield 

80 Bily Hooke WR Jr 511190 Sou Sioux City _ 2 kee Walker CB Fr Sl 185. Adinglon, 1X 
53 AaronHaveic OL. So 63260 Oued 32 Eric Wother fk 60 170 Ienicta 

“51 Kyle Henson OL dk 61285 Waverly 3 Eric World FS Sr 60195 Texarkono, AR 

59. JothHeskew Ck 63280 Yukon, OK 96 Steve Warren DT So 63 290 Springfield, MO 
55. RussHochiein = Cr 64260 Harringlon 52 Keely Wakon 1B Sr 63 210 Pasodena,CA 
49 QuintHogee Br S210 Aubum 33. Sean Wieling WB Sr 59 190 TubinOR 
62. Matt Hoskinson OL Sr 61260 Battle Creek 5. Shevin Wiggins WB de S11 190. Polmetio, FL 
50 JuiusJocson WBS 225— Goinewvll, TX “81 AaronWilb = RR So. 2250 Onoha 

88 Sheldon Jackson TE Jr 64250 Dicrmond Bor, CA 99 Joxon Witz DT Jr 63285 New Orleans, LA 
“34 Vershon Jackson TES 6.0245 Omaha 98 Grant Wiskom RR Sr 65-250 Webb City, MO 
1 Eric Johnson Br ~— 60-205 Phoenix, AZ 8 ~ Brendan Zohl Ro St 63235 Stratton = 
56 Marcus ohnson ——OL_—So— 4285 Oceanside, CA 64 JonZotehka RG Sr 62-290 Limcoh 

69 Adam Jukh DT S$ 65 310 Omcha Rexter and depth chart subject to change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Scott Frost, Sr/Frankie London, So 
FB Joel Makovicka, Jr/| Billy Legate, ja 


3 RB = Ahman Green, Ie/ /DeAngelo Evans, So 
RB Shevin Wiggins, Jr/lance Brown, Jr 
SE Jeff Lake, Sr/ /Kenny Cheatham, Jr 


TE Tim Carpenter, Sr/Vershan Jackson, Sr 
LT Fred Pollack, Sr/Adam Julch, So 


LG Aaron Taylor, Sr/James Sherman, So 


C Josh Heskew, Jr/Matt Baldwin, So 
RG —_ Jon Zatechka, Sr/Matt Hoskinson, Sr 
RT Eric Anderson, Sr/Jeff Clausen, So 


PK Kris Brown, Jr/Ted Retzlaff, Sr 


LE 


“LT Jason Wiltz, Jr/Steve Warren, So 
RT Jason Peter, Sr/Derek Allen, So 


RE Grant Wistrom, Sr/Travis Toline, Jr 


LB sBrian Shaw, So/Tony Ortiz, So 

LB Jay Foreman, Jr/Julius Jackson, So 

LB Octavious McFarlin, Sr/Eric Johnson, Je 
cB Leslie Dennis, Sr/Jerome Peterson, So 
“CB Ralph Brown, So/Josh Anderson, Fr 

SS Mike Brown, So/Gregg List, So 

FS Eric Warfield, Sr/Clint Finley, Fr 

P Jesse Kosch, Sr/Bill Lafleur, Jr 


Chad Kelsay, Jr/Mike Rucker, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


hen starting middle linebacker Jay 

Foreman was growing up in sub- 

urban Minneapolis, he seemingly 
was known as “Chuck Foreman’s kid,” 
rather than Jay Foreman. 

So it may seem ironic that Jay, who 
finally was building an identity of his own at 
Nebraska, traded in jersey No. 56 for No. 
44 — the number Chuck Foreman wore as 
the Vikings’ All-Pro running back in the 
1970s. No. 44 became available with the 
graduation of Jon Hesse. Jay requested the 
number as a way to honor his father, who 
raised his son as a single parent. 

“Growing up,” Jay said, “all we had 
was each other. It was like we were broth- 
ers. | owe him a lot. I asked him after the 
bowl game about wearing 44, and he said 
he would like it if I did.” 

¢ Mike Rucker has moved from right 
rush end, where he played behind All- 
American Grant Wistrom, to left rush end, 
where he goes into the season backing up 
fellow junior Chad Kelsay. The Huskers 
plan to give Kelsay and Rucker about equal 
playing time. 

Another position change has sopho- 
more Julius Jackson at weakside linebacker 
after spending his first two years in the pro- 
gram at middle linebacker. 

* Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride was planning on getting signifi- 
cant playing time from tackle Glen 
Matthews this fall, but the junior college 
transfer’s status was jeopardized when he 
was injured in a freak accident. 

Matthews was standing in the parking 
lot of his apartment complex April 8 when 
he was struck by a passing car. He was 
treated and released from a Lincoln hospi- 
tal, but he continued to complain of short- 
term memory loss and light-headedness for 
several more days. He missed the final two 
weeks of spring practice, which was a criti- 
cal learning period for new players in the 
program. 

¢ The Huskers went through spring 
practice with a patchwork offensive line 
that, according to coach Tom Osborne, will 
be a good one if it can get healthy. 

Three-year starting right tackle Eric 
Anderson on April 15 had his left shoulder 
scoped for the second time in four months, 
and starting center Josh Heskew was out 
all spring with a broken foot. In addition, 
five backup offensive linemen missed all or 
part of spring practice because of injuries. 

— Eric Olson 
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DESPITE INJURIES, JUNIOR I-BACK 
AHMAN GREEN STILL WAS NEBRASKA‘S 
TOP RUSHER, WITH 917 YARDS 
PHOTO BY CHARLES M, BERNHARDT 


Green Hopes to Turn Playing Clock Back 


ou won't find many college football 
Yor saying that they wish they 
could play like they did when they 
were freshmen. 

Nebraska junior I-back Ahman Green 
is one of the few, and in his case, you can’t 
blame him. 

Green enjoyed a record-setting year in 
1995. His 1,086 yards ranked first on the 
Nebraska freshman rushing chart and sec- 
ond on the Big Eight chart (Kansas’ June 
Henley ran for 1,127 in 1993). Green went 
into 1996 bigger and, presumably, better, 
and there were even whispers of his mak- 
ing a run at the Heisman Trophy. 

But the 226 pounds he carried on his 
6-foot frame proved to be too much, and 
nagging injuries to his left foot put a halt to 
any momentum he had built in 1995. He 
still was the team’s top rusher, with 917 
yards, but he was able to play only a total 
of one series in the season’s biggest games, 
against Colorado and Texas. 

Green, who dropped to 213 pounds in 


backer Jay Foreman and senior weakside 
linebacker Octavious McFarlin all are first- 
year starters at their positions, but go into the 
season with no shortage of experience. 

The kicking game is in good hands with 
three-year starters in placekicker Kris Brown 
and punter Jesse Kosch. 

Osborne said the makings are there for 
another good, potentially great, team. 

“We have really good senior leader- 
ship,” he said. “Certainly, the off-season 
program was excellent. We probably had 
more improvement (physically) than we’ve 
ever had.” 

Where the Huskers stand mentally and 
emotionally can’t be measured as easily. 
Talk is cheap, and there was plenty of it 
last year when they were going for a third 
national title in a row. Everyone said the 
right thing. The theme was that the team 
was driven to make history. 

So how does Osborne explain the sud- 
den, and dramatic, collapse of the college 
football power of the ’90s on a warm night in 
Arizona last September? 

“Sometimes when you win a lot of 
games in a row, somehow you subcon- 
sciously believe that you can get by with a 
subpar practice performance and still win,” 
he said. “I think some of that was prevalent. 
Some of the younger guys didn’t realize what 


the spring, said he’s approaching the sea- 
son as a fresh start. 

“] feel better than I did going into fall 
camp last year,” he said. “I put on good 
size in the fall, but it wasn’t size that my 
body could adjust to. It was a little too 
much weight in too short a time. I've toned 
down, and now I’m right about where I was 
as a freshman.” 

Frank Solich, assistant head coach in 
charge of running backs, said he saw signs of 
Green returning to his old form during the 
week prior to the Orange Bowl game. Green 
didn’t start, but he did rush seven times for 
52 yards, He continued to show flashes of 
his past during spring drills. 

“He looks really sharp right now,” 
Solich said. “I think he could rate with 
anyone in the country in terms of speed, 
cutting ability, big-play ability. He’s devel- 
oped into a back who can get yards after 
contact, too. He’s very powerful. If you try 
to tackle him around the leg area, you’ve 
got problems.” {_} 


it took. Some of the older guys maybe felt 
they weren't going to have to work quite as 
hard. That was really a wakeup call.” 

Carpenter said he sensed problems all 
season, not just in the Arizona State game. 
“There were times people just weren’t into 
it, saying things like, ‘Well, let’s just get 
through the day.’ A lot of people learned 
their lesson.” 


Even though Nebraska walked through the 
regular-season schedule after the ASU loss, there 
still was something missing emotionally, What 
consoled Osborne most is that the Huskers, after 
losing 37-27 to Texas in the conference title 
game, were able to beat Virginia Tech 41-21 in 
an Orange Bowl that had no national champi- 
onship implications. It was the first time since 
1992 that the Huskers went into their final game 
playing for leftovers. They finished sixth in the 
final major polls. 


“We got the feeling that we weren't play- 
ing for anything,” he said. “The Orange Bowl 
is a really good bowl, but we didn’t feel like 
we fulfilled what we could have done. Now 
everybody is getting the old feeling back. 
We've got a lot of people back on offense, 
and the defense is looking really good. | think 
everybody is ready to get back in there and 
play for that national championship again.” 

And so goes the cycle. As the school 
song says, there is no place like Nebraska. 

“It was shocking when | first came here,” 
said Sheldon Jackson, who arrived on cam- 
pus in 1994 from Diamond Bar, Calif. “Out 
in California, at UCLA or USC, there was no 
talk about national championships. They just 
hoped to win more games than they lose. 

“I came here, and the first thing out of 
everybody's mouth is national championship.” 

But shouldn’t the fact Nebraska is com- 
ing off a two-loss season bring a shred of san- 
ity to Husker followers? 

“Maybe a little bit,” Osborne said. Then 
he paused. “But there still are some pretty 
high expectations, | think.” 

Oh, well. Old habits die hard. 

Reports from San Antonio, site of this 
year’s Big 12 championship game, are that 
Husker fans have been booking hotel rooms 
there since January. 

— Eric Olson 


1997 


LINDy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 149 


OKLAHOMA 


eRe As 
Rear if a 
: ; a) 


SOONERS 


Sooners Look to Better Days Ahead 


ere’s a good indication of how much the balance of 

power in college football can change in just a few years: 

Oklahoma enters its 1997 season-opener as a huge 
underdog to Northwestern in the Pigskin Classic. 

If you tried to convince someone in a sports bar of that four 
years ago, the establishment surely would have had you thrown 
out for consuming way too much purple passion. 

Part of the reason for OU’s underdog status is attributed to 
Northwestern’s rise from rags to the Rose Bowl. The other factor 
— and the pressing concern among crimson and cream supporters 
— is Oklahoma’s rapid dropoff from bowl contention and its 
decade-long decline from national prominence. 

Oklahoma’s last winning season was 1993. The last time the 
Sooners won a conference title was 1987. Last year’s 3-8 record 
marked the first losing season at OU in over 30 years. And perhaps 
worst of all, the Sooners haven't even been the best team in the 
state of Oklahoma the last two years, losing to Oklahoma State in 
1995 and falling to Tulsa last year. 

The home loss to Tulsa was particularly tough for Sooner fans 
to handle since it came at the end of a three-week stretch in which 
OU lost to TCU, San Diego State and Tulsa — three schools from 
the Western Athletic Conference — to open the season. 

“There were a lot of low points last year, but losing to Tulsa 
was the absolute worst,” sophomore running back DeMond Parker 
said. “I grew up in this state, and all my life I've known that Okla- 
homa should never lose to another team from this state. That was 
totally embarrassing.” 

Obviously, these are not the best of times at Oklahoma, which 
has 32 bowl appearances, 34 conference championships and six 
ndtional titles in its rich football history. On the other hand, there is 
a general feeling in Norman and throughout 
Oklahoma that the worst of times may be 
behind the Sooners. 

The record in 1997 may not be dramati- 


fortable in 1997 because, for the first time in three years, the same 
head coach is back. Gary Gibbs’ last year at OU was in 1994. 
Howard Schnellenberger’s one-year stint started and ended in 
1995. The John Blake era began in ‘96. 

The fact that the Blake era continues into 1997 is at 
least a small victory for the OU players, coaches and fans. 
It means the plays, packages and terminology are all the 
same from last year. And that means more than most out- 
siders could ever imagine, Blake says. 

“You cannot underestimate the importance of having a little 
continuity around here,” says Blake, the 35-year-old former Soon- 
ers player and assistant coach. “Just having the same faces around 
here and some familiarity with the players and coaches is going to 
give us a tremendous boost. | don’t know how much better we’re 
going to be (this year) in terms of wins and losses, but I know this 
is a major step in the right direction.” 

Another major step in the right direction already has taken 
place. Last year, the Sooners entered their Red River Rivalry game 
against Texas with an 0-4 record and with more questions than an 
inquisitive 2-year-old. Nevertheless, Oklahoma put together its 
game of the season — perhaps of the 1990s — and pulled off one 
of the most shocking upsets of the year in college football, a 30-27 
overtime victory. 

The win over eventual Big 12 champion Texas put a little 
swagger back in the Sooners’ step, as OU won two of its next four 
games and was a legitimate contender in the South Division until 
the final two weeks of the season. More importantly, Blake says the 
win over the Longhorns will have a lasting impact on the program. 

“Some people could say it was just one win, but that one win 
showed our players that, if we play well, things can work out for 


SOONERS At A GLANCE 


cally improved, especially since OU has 
replaced a soft non-conference schedule in 
96 with Northwestern, Syracuse, Cal and 
Louisville in 1997. And once the Big 12 
Conference season begins, Oklahoma faces 
four more bowl teams from last year. So, the 
Sooners could be in real danger of produc- 
ing their first back-to-back losing seasons 
since 1923-24. 

If for no other reason, however, the 
Sooners should be better and far more com- 


TIGHT END STEPHEN ALEXANDER RETURNS 
FOR HIS SENIOR SEASON AFTER ANOTHER 
INJURY-PLAGUED YEAR IN ‘96. 

PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


1994: 3-8 overall, 3-5 Big 12 (4th 
South) 

COACH: John Blake — At Oklahoma 
and Overall: 3-8, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 
Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB DeMond 
Parker, TE Stephen Alexander, TE 


Jason Freeman, C Bruce McClure, FS 


Gana Joseph, LB Travian Smith, DT 
Martin Chase 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS; For the first 
time in three years, the Sooners have 
the same coach returning from last 


year, which could do wonders for their 
continuity and confidence. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Oklahoma 


could have big troubles in the passing 
game on both sides of the ball. 
There’s no clear leader at quarter- 
back, and the secondary could hurt 
OU defensively. 


OVERVIEW: Oklahoma could be a 


much better team in 1997, but the 
record may not reflect many changes. 
The Sooners could be in real danger 
of producing their first back-to-back 
losing seasons since 1923-24. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Cource HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Couece 


Johnnie BALOUS RB 61, 220 Corsicana, TX Navarro CC Will MATHIS OL 7, 300 Jacksboro, TX Jac 
Last season had 128 carries for 854 yards and 11 touchdowns in 10 games @ Originally signed with Three-year starter @ Second team Ai State @ All-Conference # National Honor Society. 
Texas A&M. 
Dwight MeKISSICRB/DB 511,215 ——_Arlinglon, TX Morin 
6-4, 235 Tulsa Booker T. Washington Two-year starier @ Averaged 38 yards per kickoff retum last season @ As a senior, rushed for 1,513 yords 
rohyay Daly lho» Spe Chip list @ Two-year starter @ As a senior, hod 187 tockles, 14 and 14 touchdowns @ Helped team to district championship. 
sacks, six recoveries and lwo ss interceptions Helped team to slate playoffs @ Had 372 career 
tockles, ppp clyde rl Brandon MOORE LB 6-2, 205 Freeport, NY Baldwin 
Four-year, Wwo-way starter @ As a junior, had 96 tackles, including 69 solo, four recovered fumbles and seven 
Corey CALLENS DE 63, 258 Jenks Jenks se he LU tes 
USA Today Oklahoma Player of the Year # Daily Oklahoman state Player of the Year @ Helped team to unde- 
feated season and state ulated had 51 solo tackles and 65 assists. MUHAMMAD DL 6-2, 240 Dallas, TX 
Da Waming Nowe Top TOO i ¢ As senior, hod 105 cts and six socks @ A iS. 
TimCONLEY OL gees desman CX pein Stonley PETERS RB 5-8, 170 Pouls Volley Pauls Volle 
Partici in @ Al-We storter ‘auls Vai ‘auls Valley 
oe spring ete Se Cn SSRI TR Sos Third in state rushing with 1,430 yards as a senior @ Scored 20 touchdowns # Had 4,060 career yards and 
Jeff FERGUSON K 60, 160 Broken Arrow Holland Hall | 58 scores @ Averaged over seven yards per carry @ Member of track team. 
Allie # All Conference @ itive of seven eld gol ate ihe ES ala ldo a 60,215 Sen ER 
Had 21 career fiel Is @ Ave 4] to Sapulpa USVI 
we oe ees bm pian'y Vacs yexsarw. Dal Olona he ip Ser tee sr ct he dre sho # Ase, had 130 tack: 
Leroy FIELDS WR 5, 200 West Monroe, LA Navarro CC | les, 12 sacks and five forced fumbles @ Had 368 yards rushing and scored four touchdowns. 
Junior col Al Arron Cah 4 pases 910 ase acho ns # Orgel 
signed to play college ba Andre PITTMAN OL 6-5, 305 Houston, TX Lamar 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ Fort Worth Stor Telegram Top 100 list. 
Bary HOLLEYMAN OL 6-5, 245 Oklahoma City Putnam City North 
All Big City Defensive Player of the Year # All: -State @ Two-way starter @ As a senior, had 93 tackles, includ- Harold POWERS OL 6-3, 282 Englewood, CA Santa Monica JC 
ing 7) solo, five sacks and one fumble recovery # Had 199 career tackles and 10 sacks @ Three-year starter. Enrolled at Oklahoma in the spring # Two-year junior college starter # Second team All-Wester States Con- 
ference @ Three-year, two-way prep starter # Two-time Los Angeles Times All-City. 
elt Halll eee eoe eee eke al dt obcaal es Jorrod REESE QB 63,195 Seminole Seminole 
Two-year junior college starter # 1 season se 
haben en opts rl on SA eve ioe Daily Oklahoman Offensive Player of the Year # As a senior, threw for 2,386 yards and 23 touchdowns 


Led team to state title # Had 5,090 career passing yards and 42 touchdowns. 


Ahmed KABBA WR 6-2, 200 Oklahoma City Westmoore 
lyre’ Confrence @ Dict flesve Payer of he Yeor# As a sei, had 37 catches for 988 yards paccapwcaig fy Ration on ae ane pe esters aes 
16 touchdowns @ A 17.1 yards per ki @ Hod 35 tackles and ior college All-Americar ng yorcs.auning Se0s0ns, Career, susie 
‘ eG Peart 7 jee pat a Sasootrelen's:o touchdowns ¢ Prop Allok @ ed he noon in nshing in eightmon football @ Goined 2,565 yards and 
Roderick KELLY DL ef 235 Houston, pn * eae scored 4] touchdowns. 
Dallas Mom Top 25 @ All-District @ 101 tackles 
mabe ese Se opeer oes IG 8 Joke SIS QB 63, 185 Gorden City, KS Gorden City 
Lynn LARABEE OL 6-3, 245 Oklahoma City Wester Heights Two-time All- State ¢ All-Conference Played uarterback, receiver, defensive back, punter pl placekicker 
All-State # District Defensive Lineman of the Year # Three-year, two-way starter @ As a senior, had 81 tackles, As a senior, Fre for B15 por cad sx eechdoone @ Rushed i 530 yards 
including 10 for loss # Had 181 career tackles, six sacks and six fumble recoveries. iB 62,200 $i lois, MO chen 
Chris LEWIS WR 5-10, 185 Dallas, TX Carter Three-year starier ¢ All-Conference # Second team All-District @ As a senior, had 48 solo tackles, three sacks, 
Dalles poe Reelee 100 list @ Three-year starter Shee PO SERS AE caught 25 three interceptions and three fumble recoveries. 
mW 
passes for 620 ya ae nine passes — two scores. nai We 61,175 - 
Seth LITTRELL FB -0, 200 Muskogee Averaged 144.9 yards rushing per game as a senior © Goined 1,014 yords on 160 carries # Caught five 
As a senior, had 1,385 rushin ara ond 20 bode @ Caught five passes ai re 29 total scores # passes for 86 yards # Scored 12 touchdowns, including two as a return specialist (97-yard kickoff return and 
Had 3,603 career rushing yards and 53 touchdowns ¢ In four seasons, had 219 tackles and five sacks. 83-yard punt return) @ Had five career kick retums for scores @ Was prep punter. 
J.J, MATHIS DB 60, 170 Pampa, TX Pompa De'Nord WHITFIELD LB 64, 215 Denison, TX 
Missed most of senior season with broken leg @ Dallas Moming News Top 100 list # Two-time All-District # Dallas Moming News Top 100 kt > Fort Wor Sr Tarn Top 100 lt Alkstae ¢ A ii @ Aso 
Four-year starter @ Had 174 career tackles, five interceptions, five blocked kicks and two recovered fumbles. senior, had 120 tackles, including 89 solo @ Had 15 sacks and 18 tockles for loss Three-year starter. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3-8-0, 3-5-0) PASSING Sept. 23 vs. Northwestern* 
¥ = of Comp Yaros Pct TD Int 
a “TY 20 oT a7 46a Sept. 6 Syracuse 
31 San Diego State 51 sacs sl : 
= Sani o7)- Ulsuisville 
24 ~=—- Tulsa 31 P 
ee * Parker 180 ——:1184 6.6 86 10 Oct 4 at Kansas 
24 Kansas 52 Allen 163 768 47 52 2 : 
at a LE J 2 ED Oct. 11 at Texas 
30 Texas 27 Chandler 24 8] 3.4 13 0} SS —— 
= = ae % y RECEIVING Oct. 18 Baylor 
aylor ee A a Fava tase ; = 
i Y NAME No ___Yarps__Avc Oct. 25 Kansas State 
McDaniel 28 553 198 45 6 a —— 
35 Kansas State: - A2 ‘ Alexander 22, 438-=—«19.9-s77—s—«éi Nov. 1. atNebraska 
Allen 18 152 84 21 1 
21 Nebraska 73 Parker 17 [ede Seno Nov. 8 Oklahoma State 
27 Oklahoma State 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 15 Texas A&M 
: Tacktes: Peters 122; Joseph 105; Manuel 91; Tanner 91. Z — 
16 Texas A&M 33 ; INTERCEPTIONS: White 1; Burroughs 1; Henderson 1. =i Nov. 22 at Texas Tech 
QB Sacks: Smith 6; Manuel 5; Tanner 4; Gregg 2. *p: : . . 
12 Texas Tech ee Tacktes For Loss: Tanner 11; Manuel 10; Peters 8; Gregg 8. Pigskin Classic, Chicago, I 
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JUSTIN FUENTE, A 6-2, 225-POUND SOPHOMORE, IS A CLASSIC DROPBACK PASSER. 
HE PASSED FOR ALMOST 1,300 YARDS LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L, GREENE 


us, and we can beat the ‘big boys’ of col- 
lege football,” Blake said. “It did a lot for 
our confidence, and | think that will carry 
over to this year and in the future. 

“Hopefully, when we get this program 
completely turned around and back 
among the (elite teams of college football), 
we can look back at the Texas game as the 
start of something very special. It’s a game 
that I will never forget.” 

Another thing from last year that’s 
impossible for most OU fans to forget — 
albeit for a much different reason — was 
the inconsistent play at quarterback. In 
1996, quarterbacks Eric Moore and Justin 
Fuente combined to throw as many inter- 


ceptions (15) as they did touchdowns. 
Both young quarterbacks showed positive 
flashes, but they were far too sporadic. 

Moore, a 6-0, 180-pound junior, is 
the more elusive runner, who is best 
suited to flourish in offensive coordinator 
Dick Winder’s system, which features 
options, bootlegs and improvising on the 
run. Moore started in last year’s opener 
against TCU, but he was so ineffective that 
Fuente took over the starter’s role in the 
second game. 

Fuente, a 6-2, 225-pound sophomore, 
is a classic dropback passer without much 
mobility. Fuente passed for almost 1,300 
yards last season, but he also had numer- 


ous shortcomings. And by the 10th game 
of the season, Moore had been inserted 
back into the starting lineup. 

Throughout the season, Moore and 
Fuente replaced each other during the 
middle of games, creating a sense of fear 
in both quarterbacks. If either made a 
mistake, they were subject to being 
pulled. As a result, the offensive unit 
never seemed to gain a large amount of 
confidence in either one. 

Fuente had the better spring practice 
this year, and he enters the fall as the pro- 
jected starter. But Blake refuses to officially 
name a starter, saying he wants to see true 
freshmen Jarrod Reese and Jake Sills 
before he makes a final decision. 

“We’ve got to find one who is 
consistent and gets done what needs to 
get done,” Blake said. “It was a new 
system last year, but now, someone 
needs to take the responsibility to lead 
this football team.” 

The rest of the offense appears to be in 
much better shape, especially at tight end 
and tailback. A preseason All-American last 
year, tight end Stephen Alexander returns 
for his senior season after another injury- 
plagued year in 96. But even a completely 
healthy Alexander is not assured of a start- 
ing spot. 

Junior Jason Freeman played well 
in Alexander's absence last year, and he 
will push for a starting spot. A third tight 
end, sophomore Matt Anderson, also has 
been impressive, giving the Sooners 
plenty of options. 

“There’s no telling how much we 
missed (Alexander last year),” Winder said. 
“You can’t put a premium on that. But I'll 
tell you what, Jason Freeman did a great 
job when he was in there. And Jason may 
have been the most improved guy we had 
in the off-season. With both of them, it’s a 
big benefit for us. They complement each 
other and push each other so hard. You 
can play them both at the same time. And 
Matt Anderson has come a million miles 
since (last fall).” 

At tailback, sophomore DeMond 
Parker is a talented runner in the Gale 
Sayers’ mode. Last year, he rushed for 
1,184 yards, the second-highest total in the 
nation for a freshman. Parker is backed up 
by another talented young back, Bennie 
Butler, who was the 1995 Gatorade High 
School Player of the Year in Oklahoma. 
The Sooners also signed two junior college 
running backs, Johnnie Balous and Reggie 
Skinner, to add depth at the position. 

The offensive line, which allowed 25 
sacks and far too many pressures last year, 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No, NAME Pos. Ciass Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 
_15__Jeremy Alexander PK Sr_— 51018) Claremore 82 Chis Lewis WR Fr 510-185 Does, XK 
“80 Stephen Alexander TE StS 225 Chickasha 18 Molitle WR Sr 63 219 Tuscaloosa, AL 
84 Dole Allen 1B So 62228 Wynnewood 35 Sch litrell RB Fr 6-0 200 Muskogee 
“78 Ryn Allen DE So 62 255 nid 77__Tim Macios Ck 62 264 _ Okdhoma Ciy 
90 Matt Anderson TE So 61 233 Moore 49 TerronceMokne Br = 2228 Evermon, KX 
74 CBBoker DE Fr «62 267 __The Woodlands, IX 21. Mohis DB Fr 60 170 Pompo, X 
27 Johnnie Bolus RB e120 Corsicana, TX 65 Will Mathis OL Fr 67 300 _Jocksboro, IX 
99 Corlos Boker DT k 63 292 ‘Frederick 73 Bruce McChre CS 65 282 Tchequh 
88 John Barber Tek 62 228 Mayfield, TX 26 _ Dwight MeKissic RB/DB Fr 5-1) 215 Arlington, TX 
83 Todd Bomes WR So S11 202 Edmond 46 Brondon Moore 1B Fr ~— «2205 Freeport, NY 
76 AlBoysinger ss hSsFr_~—S G4 337 Datos, IX 1 Eric Moore Gk ~~ 60 (175 Das, X 
22 Dan Beisiengel SS So 5-11 19%) __Beoken Arrow 19 Gory Don Moore P fr &1 199 Cena, X = 
31_ Brandon Berg 1B Fr__ «62-208 Abilene, TX $4_ Greg Moyer OL Se 62 253 Sthwater 
24 Chris Blocker WR ie 61207 Houston, IX 69 GregMuhommod DL —sFr =~ A240 Dallas, IX 
_ 57 Cosey Bookout BS 63 20 Steud 64 Jon Muloc. Ol St 64 276 Kansas City, MO 
46 Bart Brewer WR So 60 191 Edmond 67 Derrick Nason OL Sr 2 305 Houston, IX 
95. Rocky Bright DE fr 64 235 ‘Tuba 44 Scott Ousley 1B fr 2236 ‘Seminole 
63. Joson Bronson QO fr 62 279 Moore 33 De'MondPorker RBS So S10 (182 ‘Tuba 
96 Shag Brown DES 65 283 Houston, IX 16 Tony Peters Bf 60 215 Sopko 
59° Stephen Burchom OL Fr 4264 Mustang 25. Stanley Peters RB fr 58 170 Pauls Voley 
21 Romon Burroughs CBS ~—S+11 ‘164 Muskogee 91__ Mike Phipps DE Sr 6226) Humble X 
87 Comelius Burton DE So 65272 Houston, IX 50 Ed Pierce BS 62 25 Tho 
34_Bennie Butler _ RB So 60 208 Ded City = _88_Nick Pipkin WR Sr 65191 Moore 
92 Covey Callens DE fr 63 258 Jenks 60 Andre Pitman OL fr 65 305 Houston, IX 
68 _Adom Corpenter OL Fr «3 200 ‘Pkt Poins, TX 52_ Harold Powers OL 63 289 Englewood, CA _ 
93 Martin Chase oT Ss 62 293 Lowen 6 Jarrod Reese OF 63 195 Seminole 
62_ Ricky Clark OS 62 300 AbleneX 5 Steven Riddley FS StS) 212 Paiwiew, IK 
79 Tim Conley OL 6 BIB Los Angeles, CA 45 Rodney Rideau FS So 510 195 MidwestCily 
6 Chod Dainty RB SSD «192—«dTuko 54 Sebastien Roagiers DE Se Gl 226 ‘Tuba 
8 Brandon Daniels SSS 510 213 Ad 30 Joe Rogers DB = 56 185 Dumas, 1X 
17__ Steve Daniels PK So 510172 Edmond 20 _Michoel Rose RB Sr SI) 238 Abilene, IX 
42._Anhory Dovis BS Sil 210 Een 26 Dovid Rowe SSS 510 208 Austin, X 
14 Buddy Dovis FSS 60 207 OkbbhomaCiy 11_Joke Sills RB 63185 Gorden City, KS 
30_Jemmaine Fazande Rk 60259 Mover A 55. Able Simmons CS 60 288 Beoukor, SC 
17_Jelt Ferguson PK Fr 60 160—_—Broken Arrow 32_ Reggie Skinner RB = 59 220 Claremore 
32_ Corson Fields il RBS ~=59 «10 ‘Toko 71_Jay Sma Ot 63281 Atingion, IX 
81 Leroy Fields WR Jr 65 200 West Monroe, LA 36 Travian Smith BS 66 227k, IK 
90 Aaron Findley DE kt 65 242 Wewoka 47 Armond Spence Bf 2 220 Stlovis,MO 
‘94 Ryon Fisher DT Fr 63 277 Arlington, TX 51 Roger Sletlon DE So 61 201 Reno 
16 Pick Facer QB So 511165 Nomon_ Coke Sephes CB 59185 Does, TK 
86 _Jason Freeman TE/P_ Je 63238 Muskogee 11 Jay Stuckey QB So 60 168 Manshield, TX 
12._Justin Fuente QS 62 20 Tho 28 _J.7. Thatcher WR of 61175 = Nomon 
70 Barry Giles OS 65 306 Heddon 39 Bony Vordemon FS. So 59) 176 Claremore 
97 Kelly Gregg DT ok 60 275 ‘Edmond 58 Ryon Wolls CBS = S I 215 Noble 
9 Jen Hillmar PK So 511178 ‘Tecumseh 89 Kevin Webster Te So 67 212 Nee 
23 Dennis Hubbard RB So 59 (174 Deki, Mi 13. Terry White SS ok S10 192 Howton, 1K 
69 Robert Ingram RT Sr 4284 Ada 39 De'Nord Whitield BF G4 215 Derison, IX 
“43 Corylhy BSS G1 232 Crondell, KX 61 Taylor Wickershom SN Sr «60 221_—Broken Arrow 
37 Corey. by _ Ck = 510-182 Moore 10 Gerald Willioms WR or 63-188 Decoh, GA 
3_Jorrail Jackson WR So 5-8 ~—181_~—_ Houston, IX 75 Sammy Wikoms Ol OS 65 312 Honey, IL 
56 Antonio Jones BF 60 247 —OkbbhomaCiy 98 Seve Williams DT So 64 279 Sooo 
48. Sedric Jones BS 64 243 Abs 95. Scott Wilson So 61 260 ‘Broken Arrow 
29. Gana Joseph Sk 60 202 Mim, 53. Cosey Wise Por ~=— «62 —*187 Midwest City 
40 Chris lustice BS 60 216 Ausin, IX 9 Mike Woods CB So SN 180 DelGy 
—_5 Ahmed Kabba WR fr 60 200 Olchoma City 4 Pee Wee Woods CB So 58 180 _ForkUnion, VA 
72__ Scot Kempenich Ur 66 320 Wagoner _ 85 Brent Wyatt TE So 63 209 Tishomingo 
28 DovidKoleosto RB So. 5:7 174 ~—Sugorlond, IX 7 Kevin Yorbrough WR So 62 168 Oklohoma City 
38 Buster Kuhn RB So = 58 ~—'189 Coldwater, KS 
66 lynn Lorabeo O fr 63 285  Oklchoma City Roster ond death chart subject io change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Justin Fuente, So/Eric Moore, Jr 


HB 


FB Jermaine Fazande, Jr/Michael Rose, Sr 


De’Mond Parker, So/| Bennie Butler, Jr 
FL Gerald Williams, Jr/Todd Barnes, So 


LE — Mike Phipps, Sr/Shagq Brown, Sr 

LT Kelly Gregg, Jr/Steve Williams, So 
RT Martin Chase, Sr/ Ryan Fisher, Fr 

RE Cornelius Burton, So/Ryan Allen, So 


LT Jay Smith, Je/Tim Conley, Jr 


TE Jason Freeman, Jr/Matt Anderson, So 


OB Travian Smith, Sr/Chris Justice, So 
LB Terrance Malone, Jr/Corey L. Ivy, Sr 
—— OB Dale Allen, So/Brandon Berg, Fr -—- 
Mula Sr i ‘CB. Mike Woods, So/Ramon Burroughs, Sr 
¥ CB Pee Wee Woods, So/Cedric Stephens, Jr 


Greg Moyer, Jr/Ricky Clark, So 
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RT — Sammy Williams, Sr/Barry Giles, Sr 
Jeremy Alexander, Sr/Steve Daniels, So 


SS Terry White, Jr/Brandon Daniels, So 
FS Gana Joseph, Jr/Rodney Rideau, So 
P Jason Freeman, Jr/Gary Don Moore, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


pecial teams blunders cost Oklahoma 

a chance to win the Kansas game 

last year and almost blew OU’s upset 
win over Texas. The worst area was punt- 
ing, where the Sooners had three punts 
blocked and three other miscues trying to 
punt. 

In reality, special teams play has been 
substandard at Oklahoma for the last two 
years. Consequently, the Sooners placed 
a heavy emphasis on special teams in the 
spring. John Blake assigned linebackers 
coach Pete McGinnis to be the point man 
for special teams maiters. In the past, 
special teams have been coached by com- 
mittee. 

In addition, Blake says, “We're not 
going to be afraid to use our starters on 
special teams this year. We can’t have 
what happened to us last year. If you’re 
not a quarterback, you'd better be pre- 
pared to be on the special teams.” 

The incoming freshmen also are 
expected to boost Oklahoma’s special 
teams performance. 

Said McGinnis: 

“We're going to add in some of these 
freshmen who are better athletes than 
some of the guys we've lost.” 

And speaking of special teams ... tight 
end Jason Freeman emerged as one of the 
leading candidates to handle punting duties 
in 1997. 

* Blake views the Pigskin Classic as a 
positive for the program for numerous rea- 
sons. First and foremost, though, is that 
his young team will receive extra practices. 
“The national exposure will be great for 
us, but what we need most is as much 
work as we can get,” Blake said. “By 
opening on Aug. 23 (at Chicago's Soldier 
Field), that will give us a few extra work- 
outs that could help us later in the year.” 

¢ Based on his spring performance, 
Justin Fuente clearly moved ahead of Eric 
Moore in the battle for the starting quar- 
terback. Prior to spring practice, however, 
Blake said the starting spot will not be 
won until fall. He’s sticking to that 
announcement. 

¢ De’Mond Parker was held out of 
contact work throughout much of the 
spring, enabling backup Bennie Butler to 
show his stuff. Butler was impressive, rush- 
ing for over 100 yards in one scrimmage 
and playing well throughout the spring. 

— Rusty Burson 
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OKLAHOMA 


Heisman Dreams 


s he passes by the three Heisman 
A Trophies won by Oklahoma legends 

Billy Vessels, Steve Owens and Billy 
Sims, sophomore running back DeMond 
Parker pauses for a moment each day 
and thinks about what could happen in 
the future. 

For the most part, however, the rest of 
his day is consumed by far less pleasant 
thoughts. Like, for example, what did hap- 
pen last year. 

“I pass those Heisman Trophies, and I 
think about how much I would like to join 
that prestigious club,” Parker says. “But 
mainly, I think about how much I would 
like to get last year out of my mind. It was a 
pretty good year for me individually, but as 
a team, it was totally unacceptable. I’ll think 
about the Heisman later. Right now, I want 
to be known as the guy who helped Okla- 
homa turn it around.” 

If Oklahoma is able to turn it around 
and erase the memory of three consecu- 


should be much improved and far deeper 
than in recent years. The return of Bruce 
McClure, Jay Smith and Derrick Nelson, 
along with the emergence of redshirt fresh- 
man Scott Kempenich, senior Sammy 
Williams and senior Jon Mulac, gives the 
Sooners plenty of potential up front. Junior 
college transfers Tim Conely and Harold 
Powers provide further depth. 

The big question offensively — aside 
from quarterback — is at wide receiver, 
where the Sooners lose their go-to receiver 
from a year ago, Michael McDaniel. 
Sophomore Jarrail Jackson, junior Chris 
Blocker and senior Mo Little are service- 
able receivers, but none of them are a con- 
sistent big-play threat. 

Three new players — true freshmen 
Ahmed Kabba and J.T. Thatcher and 
junior college transfer Leroy Fields — 
should see playing time this year. But with 
the shortage of big-play threats at receiver, 
the passing game will probably rely heavily 
on the talented tight ends. 

The problem at receiver is prevalent 
throughout the entire defense, and the big 
question is: Who will be the play-maker? 
Linebacker Tyrell Peters assumed that role 
for the better part of four years, but Peters, 
defensive end Rod Manuel, defensive 
tackle Barron Tanner and linebacker Brod- 


tive non-winning seasons, DeMond 
Parker will almost certainly be one of the 
main reasons for it. 

Last year, Parker rushed for 1,184 
yards on 180 carries, becoming the first OU 
freshman since Spencer Tillman in 1983 to 
surpass the 1,000-yard total. Wisconsin’s 
Ron Dayne was the only freshman who 
rushed for more yards in 1996 than Parker. 

Parker, the Big 12 Offensive New- 
comer of the Year in 1996, has run a 4.31 
40-yard dash and has been compared to 
Gale Sayers and Barry Sanders for his elu- 
sive ability and smooth running style. 

“I'm just going to play hard every down 
and see what happens,” Parker says. “I 
never dreamed I’d rush for 1,000 yards last 
year, but I did. Who knows what can hap- 
pen in the future?” 

Indeed, who knows? Maybe a Heisman 
is in his future. Or at the very least, perhaps 
OU’s football future is much brighter 
because of Parker. (_} 


erick Simpson — four of last year’s front 
seven — are gone. 

The Sooners hope Travian Smith, a 
6-4, 225-pound senior with outstanding 
speed, steps forward to lead the defense 
this year. Smith, who has flipped back and 
forth from linebacker to defensive end 
throughout his career, will play strongside 
linebacker this season. 


‘Just having the same 


faces around here and some 

familiarity with the players 

and coaches is going to give 
us a tremendous boost.” 


Tarrance Malone and Corey Ivy are 
battling for the starting middle linebacker 
spot, while Dale Allen, Brandon Berg and 
Anthony Davis provide depth at weakside 
linebacker. 

But the defensive front seven, which 
includes returning tackles Martin Chase 
and Kelly Greg, is probably the least of 
OU’s defensive concerns. The top prior- 


DEMOND PARKER HAS BEEN COMPARED 
TO GALE SAYERS AND BARRY SANDERS FOR 
HIS SMOOTH RUNNING STYLE. 

PHOTO BY DAVID L, GREENE 


ity defensively is in the secondary, where 
the Sooners have been far too generous. 

The best player in the secondary is 
free safety Gana Joseph, who led the 
team in tackles in 1996 with 108. Terry 
White is a productive strong safety, and 
Brandon Daniels, who played in all 11 
games last year as a receiver, has been 
moved into the secondary to provide 
depth at safety. 

The cornerbacks have been a particu- 
lar source of problems for the Sooners 
recently, and that could be the case again 
this year. PeeWee Woods and Mike 
Woods will probably be given the first shot 
at the cornerback positions. 

“We need to be better defensively,” 
Blake said. “But I don’t know if that’s 
going to happen. We have some big shoes 
to fill. But I believe our kids will play hard, 
and that’s the first step toward being on 
the right track.” 

Perhaps the Sooners are finally 
back on the right track after — by their 
own standards — several very lean 
years. But it’s probably not yet the fast 
track. In fact, by most indications, it 
seems there are still an unusually high 
number of hurdles remaining in the 
Sooners’ lane. 

— Rusty Burson 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


Improve a Defense? Turn to a Ryan 


hile painters improved the look of rusted Lewis Field in 
the off-season, Oklahoma State underwent its own 


change of face. 
And pace. 


To strengthen the footholds of a defense forever in retreat, the 
Cowboys added two new assistants to help oversee a scheme 


switch installed at the close of 1996. 


Coming on board with defensive line coach Calvin Miller was a 
name synonymous with stinginess, co-defensive coordinator Rob 
Ryan. Son of former Arizona Cardinals and Philadelphia Eagles 
coach Buddy Ryan, Rob will join the staff of a school his father 


once attended. 


“He brings an extremely aggressive background from the NFL, 
said OSU coach Bob Simmons, whose club last season finished 
5-6 overall and 2-5 in the inaugural season of the Big 12 Confer- 
ence. “They do things different in college. But the attitude he 


brings | like.” 


Hopes are great, but so is room for improvement. 

The Cowboys couldn’t stop a nosebleed a year ago. Giving 
up an average of 225.4 yards on the ground, they ranked 10th 
in the conference and 97th nationally in that category. The 
exploitation was most pronounced away from home, where the 


Cowboys went 0-4. 
To wit: 


At Texas Stadium in Dallas, Texas Tech had 353 yards on 
the ground in holding OSU to its worst offensive output of the 


season (31-3). 


In Austin, the Longhorns chalked up 344 yards rushing 
and handed the Cowboys their most lopsided loss (71-14) 


since 1970. 

The host Missouri Tigers tamed OSU 
by running for an opponent-high 377 
yards in an overtime victory, and archrival 
Oklahoma totaled 337 yards rushing in a 
27-17 triumph. 

Simmons threatened to burn the 
Longhorn film. But ultimately, he directed 
the heat at himself for OSU’s defensive 
shortcomings. 

After starting the season 4-3, the Cow- 
boys lost three of their final four games. They 
have never won more than two in a row dur- 
ing Simmons’ two-year tenure. 

“You can only point to your players for 
so long,” said the coach, a former defensive 


SENIOR TAILBACK ANDRE RICHARDSON IS 
NIFTY ENOUGH TO BECOME ALL-BIG 12. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


aide at Colorado, West Virginia and Toledo. “We as coaches and | 
as the head coach have to take that responsibility, get the play 


called, get the right players and make sure we are fundamentally 
sound. When you're defensive-minded and you don’t see that 


being done, you're not pleased. 
“Defense wins championships. You have to get the ball for 


your offense to score points. We have not done that in the two 


yards allowed. 


years I’ve been here. For us to get over the hump, the defense has 
to show some sign of improvement.” 

It should under Ryan, who will share responsibilities on 
that side of the ball with co-defensive coordinator Johnny 
Burnett (secondary). 
é As a defensive back coach with the Arizona Cardinals in 1994 
and 1995, Ryan guided a Cardinal club that led the NFL in take- 
aways and defensive touchdowns (1995). Under his tutoring in ’94, 
Arizona topped the league in interceptions and was third in total 


With the Cowboys, Ryan will ramrod a four-man front OSU 
experimented with the last three games of the season. Previously, 
they had gone with three down linemen. 

“It’s going to be a different philosophy than we've seen in the 
past,” said Ryan, who came to OSU after a stint as defensive line 


coach with the British Columbia Lions of the Canadian Football 
League. “I think the players will relate to it well. They are excited 


about it.” 


As is Simmons about his All-Big 12 tight end, Alonzo Mayes, 


who balked at the NFL and returned for his senior season. 


1996: 5-6 overall; 2-6 Big 12 (5th South) 

COACH: Bob Simmons — At OSU and 
Overall: 9-14, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 Offense, 
6 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TE Alonzo 
Mayes, TB Andre Richardson, FS R.W. 


McQuarters, OL Josh Henson, ILB 
Kenyatta Wright, ILB Raymond Cato, 
NT Jamal Williams 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The running 
game will be strong with tailback 
Andre Richardson and two bruising 
fullbacks. Alonzo Mayes is on the verge 
of becoming one of the best tight ends 


If anything, the legend of Mayes grew in the off-season. 
The 6-6, 267-pounder joined the injury-riddled OSU basketball 


in the country, and kick returner/free 
safety R.W. McQuarters is a future pro. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The most 
experienced quarterback, redshirt 
sophomore Chris Chaloupka, has 
played in six career games. Deep 
threats at receiver remain sparse, and 
the rush defense has many holes to fill. 

OVERVIEW: Defense must be vastly 
improved to make up for inexperience 
at quarterback. Two road games to 
open season make early success a 
must for a team that will have to fight 
for every victory. 


ea 
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TOW BOYS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Cource Name / Posimon Swe HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEece 
Irving BAPTISTE WR 6-2, 190 New Orleans, LA Carver Paul JONES WR/DB 6-2, 185 Wewoka Wewoka 
As a senior, hod 41 receptions for 832 yards and nine touchdowns @ All-State @ All-District @ Runs As a senior, had 878 receiving yards and caught 11 scoring passes @ Had 50 career catches for over 
4.5 in 40-yard dash. 1,000 yards All-State @ All-Conference All-District. 
Bryan BLACKWOOD TE/DE 6-5, 235 Tulsa Union Dwayne LEVELS TE/LB 6-3, 220 Richardson, TX Richardson 
All-Conference All-District @ As a senior, caught 12 passes for 283 yards and three touchdowns Two-way starter @ Team leader in tackles @ All-District @ Runs 4,7 in 40-yard dash. 
Ranked No. 1 tight end in Oklahoma @ Runs 4,7 in 40-yard dash. 

Jeff MACHADO OL 6-3, 275 Cedar Rapids, IA Regis Catholic 
Tanner BRUCE TE/DE 6-4, 235 Garland, TX South Garland All-District @ All-Area @ Two-way starter @ As a senior, had 50 tackles and Kee three fumbles. 
All-District # All-Metro @ Runs 4.6 in 40-yard dash. 

Tarrick MeGUIRE TE 6-3, 225 Dallas, TX Carter 


Andre’ BUTLER DE 6-3, 2 


World @ All-Conference @ All-District. 


Terrance GAINES RB 5-10, 220 Frederick 

State Class 2A Player of the Year @ District Offensive Player of the Year @ Had 2,222 career rushing Marcellus RIVERSTE/DE 6-4, 225 Oklahoma City 

yards and 32 touchdowns @ All-State @ Runs 4.4 in 40-yard dash. As a senior, had 27 receptions for 625 yards and six touchdowns Had oe tackle les Sed 13 sacks @ 
Daily Oklahoman All-State @ All-District # eA -Big City. 

Robbie GILLEM LB 6-1, 200 Lewisville, TX Marcu 

Three-year starter # All-District # Asa senior, had three blocked punts, five Steaks and one fum- B. J. TIGER QB 6-3, 195 Tulsa Washington 

ble recovery which he returned for a touchdown # Two-year baseball starter. Two-way starter @ As a senior, passed for 1,785 yards and 18 touchdowns with only nine interceptions 
@ Tulsa World and Daily Oklahoman All-State # All-District. 

Jason HOWARD DB 6-2, 175 Kenner, LA Curtis | 

All-State  All-Metro # All-Parish @ As a senior, had six interceptions @ Helped team to two state | Ricky THOMPSON DB 6-1, 185 Hubbard, TX Trinity Vall 

championships @ All-State baseball player. Led junior college team with six interceptions @ Prep All-State @ All-Conference # Led has school team 
in interceptions as a junior and senior. 

Jason JOHNSON OL 6-3, 275 Honey Grove, TX Honey Grove 

Two-year starter All-District Averaged 16 points per game for basketball team # Throws discus ke | Chris TYLER DL 6-2, 275 Killeen, TX Ellison 

track team. All-Central Texas @ All-District @ All-Killeen Area. 

Jermaine JONES DB 6-2, 175 Dallas, TX Carter Alton WEAVER DL 65, 275 Houston, TX Kemper Military 

Injured much of senior season @ Still had five interceptions and was among team leaders in tackles # Tranferred to Oklahoma State ot mid -year @ Junior college All-American @ Led team in tackles Prep 

|-Metro @ All-District # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list. All-State All-District # All-Metro # Originally recruited by Oklahoma State in basketball. 

Marcus JONES WR/DB 5-9, 175 Stillwater Stillwater Reggie WHITE RB 62,195 Liberty, TX liberty 

As a senior, caught 39 passes for 912 yards @ Averaged 38.9 yards per kof retum @ All-State ¢| As a senior, rushed for 1,209 yards and scored 17 touchdowns @ All-State @ All-Greater Houston # 

All-Conference # District Player of the Year @ Runs 4.4 in 40-yard dash. District Offensive Player of the Year. 


As a senior, had 91 tackles, sacad (iiss belasg AR Gael ona uae cared Tulsa 


Sean CLAVELLE DL 6-5, 260 New Orleans, LA Fresno City College 

Transferred to Oklahoma State at mid-year # Junior college All-Conference # Runs 4.9 in 40- Jason RANNEBARGER OL = 6-6, 315 Garland, TX Lakeview Centennial 

yard dash. As a senior, had 60 pancake blocks and over 100 takedowns @ Three-year starter @ All-District # All- 
Metro @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list. 

Simeon COLBERT DL 6-5, 240 El Reno El Reno 

All-Conference All-Big City @ Okichoma Football Coaches Association All-Star # As a senior, had Jake RIFFE LB 6-2, 225 Sand Springs Sand Springs 


18 solo tackles, 22 assists and four tackles for loss @ Runs 4.9 in 40-yard dash. 


Missed senior season due to knee injury @ Runs 4.7 in 40-yard dash. 


Bryan PHILLIPS OL/DL 6-5, 285 San Antonio, TX MacArthur 
All-District @ All-San Antonio Area # Squats 560 pounds @ Runs 4.9 in 40-yard dash. 


As a senior, was in on 130 tackles and had 17 sacks # Returned one interception for a touchdown 
Tulsa World All-State @ All-District # All-Metro. 


WOOKATMTHEGOWBOYS 


RESULTS 


(5-6-0, 2-6-0) 
93 SW Missouri State 
3. TexasTech 
30 ‘Tulsa 
cai Utah State 
i 14 ‘Texas 
13. Colorado 


28 lowa State 


28 Missouri 

19 Texas A&M 
az Oklahoma 
37 Baylor 


158 Linpy’s Foorpatt ANNUALS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


PASSING Sept. 6 at Utah State 
Att Comp Yarps Pct — 


Jones —s-234.—Ss'130 1551 556 89 | Sept. 13. Fresno State 
Ce ee pe || SS 


RUSHING Sept. 27. NE Louisiana 
NAME No YARDS Avc Le 1D = rr = 


Chaloupka 


Thompson 293 1524525413) + | Oct ~4 Texas 

Richardson, A. 89 “a7 50 22 «3 AE 

Jones 71 a? a Oct. 11 Colorado 

Brown 31 151 49 26 ie) —— — 
RECEIVING Oct. 18 at lowa State 


No Yarps AVG 


Oct. 25 Missouri 


Mayes 30 5 Fs VA ie 

Richardson, T. 29 376 ~—-:13.0 45 2) ; an 
Thompson 20 225. 13 42 &O| Nov. 1 at Texas A&M 

Grissom 20 25.1333 | oat 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 — atOklahoma 


| TACKLES: Cato 119; Wright 72; Fisher 72; McQuarters 64. Nov. ] 5 Texas Tech 
InteRcePTIONS: McQuarters 2; Fisher 2. = 
QB Sacks: Adams 5.5; Waddle 3.5; Grosfield a Nov. 22 
Tackx.es For Loss: Cato 13; Adams 10; Waddle 8. C 


at Baylor 
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INSIDE LINEBACKER RAYMOND CATO RETURNS AS ONE OF THE COWBOYS’ 
LEADING TACKLERS FROM 1996. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


team for the final seven games of the sea- 
son, holding his own in a sport he hadn't 
played competitively since high school. 

“I was having the time of my life,” 
Mayes said. “Basketball was my love. 
That's one sport that you can work on 
year-round. But football is my home.” 

That was clear in 1996. Mayes caught 
a team-high 30 passes for 512 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

“He is very rare,* Simmons said. 
“There aren't many in the country who 
have his size and his ability and his speed. 
You get a big guy like that, and it is a bless- 
ing for your program.” 

With the all-league reputation, how- 
ever, will come all-league coverage. Mayes 
last season caught two fewer passes than he 
did as a sophomore. 

“He knows all eyes are on him,“ Sim- 
mons said. “We’d be lying if we said we’re 
not going to him in certain situations. 

“We have to find ways to free him up. 
But at the same time, we have to find 
someone else who is a threat.” 

Locating a quarterback could prove 
just as troublesome. Gone is Tone Jones, a 
3 '/2-year starter who made significant 
strides his final season, completing 55.6 


percent of his passes. 

“Td love to have Tone Jones back,” 
Simmons said. “He was actually just turn- 
ing the corner for us.” 

Fighting to take his place will be three 
unproven underclassmen: redshirt sopho- 
more Chris Chaloupka, junior Joe Phears 
and redshirt freshman Tony Lindsay. 

A wide receiver in high school, 
Chaloupka has the most experience, hav- 
ing played in six games and completed 15 
of 45 passes (33.3 percent) for a touch- 
down and an interception. A former junior 
college standout, Phears competed in one 
game before elbow problems forced him to 
take a medical redshirt. 

Simmons likes the competitiveness of 
Chaloupka and the way Phears has pol- 
ished a once raw game. From the 6-2 Lind- 
say, the coach seeks maturity. 

“Athletically, he has a pretty good arm 
and he has the best speed of all three,” said 
Simmons, who also will have Tulsa fresh- 
man quarterback B.J. Tiger at his disposal. 
“If he’s improved, he could battle for the 
top position.” 

OSU sports a number of steady 
receivers, led by the likes of juniors Ter- 
rance Richardson (29 catches, 376 yards), 


Willie Grissom (20 for 225) and Sean Love 
(six for 101). But the Cowboys lack the 
overall “burner” who forces defenders to 
leave a cushion. 

OSU lost only one starter on the 
offense line and returns proven performers 
in Josh Henson, Jeremy Offutt, Reynell 
Lavigne and Adam Davis, who missed the 
final six games with a broken leg. 

The Cowboys are blessed with two big 
fullbacks in junior Brian Aikins (245 
pounds) and sophomore Kevin Brown 
(265). Although he has added 20 pounds 
since last season, the ever-improving 
Brown is agile enough to play running back 
in the one-back set. 

Senior tailback Andre Richardson is 
nifty enough to become All-Big 12. 
Richardson averaged 118 carries and 740 
yards rushing his first two seasons, but his 
workload dropped significantly (89 for 447) 
thanks to David Thompson. With his sec- 
ond consecutive year of rushing for more 
than 1,500 yards, in Thompson’s last sea- 
son he became only the third OSU tailback 
(Thurman Thomas, Terry Miller) to surpass 
the 4,000-yard barrier. 

Thompson’s production forced 
Richardson to find work elsewhere, such as 
on punt and kickoff returns. 

He excelled at both, averaging 14.2 
yards per punt return and 26.6 yards per 
kickoff runback. To capitalize on his athleti- 
cism, the coaching staff also lined him up at 
flanker at times last season, a move that 
helped him haul in 11 passes for 108 yards. 

“[ knew they were playing him over me 
because he worked out the whole summer 
and he was producing,” said Richardson, a 
former Co-Freshman of the Year in the Big 
Eight. “but it was just a shock to me. I 
didn't know how to take it, I had never sat 
on the bench.” 

With Thompson gone, however, the 
legacy of Tailback U. will rest with the 5-9, 
190-pound Richardson. 

“He'll be one of the better tailbacks,” 
said Simmons, who also will use his son, 
sophomore Nathan, and redshirt freshman 
Jamaal Fobbs at the position. “The ques- 
tion is, because of his stature, can he take 
the pounding? 

“He bought into what David has done. 
He got into the weight room. He recognizes 
the fact that he is a senior. He was very 
patient, very team-oriented last year. Now 
it is his turn.” 

Taking a cue from his former team- 
mate, Richardson added muscle in the off- 
season to ready himself for the punishment 
the extra carries will bring in 1997. A solid 
187 pounds, he would like to put on about 
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DKLAHOMASTAT 


COWBOYS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
85. Tim Adams QL Fr 68 325. Houston, TX 69 Kevin Kemp Ql fr 66 300 Wewoko 
45 Brion Akins “RB So G1 245 Woodbridge, NV 76 KelyKlore «= Ls 5 315 Amarillo, TK 
9 TochoyAkin = DT sr G1 225 Odchoma City 32. Torre Knauls 1B So 63 200 Tha 
10 TremAlexander —B_s So GD IS Taha 60. Reynell Lavigne C fr 61270 New Orleans, LA 
79° George Arceo OL kt 6&5 295  SonlaAno, CA 99 Taber leBlone DE So 63 235 Edmond 
56 Brondon Ashley -«sDE_sdr._—S G5. 255. Dallas, TK TA. Chislevis OL So 65 280 Howton, TX 
88 Seon Barry DE fr 66 240  Deboit, M 73 kohlind ==SCLSsdSCGT «250. Su. Charles, MO 
“50 ThomasBensen 1B sFr._~—«&=1. 205. Werhingion, OH TOW Ten lich, GB fr 62 190. Demer,CO 
33. Jermaine Birdow DE So. 64 215 lawon 98. Kerrylieor DE So 65 255 DeSioX _ 
87. Greg Brown TES 62 280 Marlow 4 Seon ove WR So 511 180 Odlchoma ity 
30. Kevin Brown RB fr 62240 McAleer 92 CorneyMollry DT Fr += 63-255 Deol, Mi 
46 Stephen Coger ss B. «So. «G20 Dolls, X 35 Justin Mathews «QB sFr_—«511 190 Oldohoma City 
"75 DavidComocho OL dt 68 310 Complon, CA 85 Alonzo Mayes TES 66 265 OdlohomaCily 
67 BerieCompbel =» sDL_«sFr.«=«« 6.270 Wethinglon, DC. 59° usin McCoy = sUBSCSdRSOC«S 210. HTK 
31 Chris Contr SS Fr 63. 190 ElReno 17 RW. MeQuortes FS. So SI) «185. Tuk 
22 Raymond Calo (BO 61195. Midwed Gil 57 Clint Metco 1B So 63.210 Hocker 
8 ChrisChaloupha QB G3.—195 Angleton, TX 70. Jeremy Of OL So 65 260 PosK 
94 Sean Clavell DL Jr 65 260 NewOrleans, LA 11 Joe Phears QB oe 62 200 Pomong,CA 
“18 Rondy Coleman = WR Fr «59170. Marrero, LA 9 Abin Porter C fr 60 175. Dolls, 1X 
15. Seth Condley PK fr 60 200 Muskogee "25 AndreRichordson =—«-RBsk «= «59190 Dallas, TK 
72. Blaine Cook OL Fr 64 255. Edmonton, Aberta «3. Terrance Richardson WR So S10 190 Dols, IX. 
93 Denshio Cook DT of 64 280 Sillwater 16 Russell Sdwetmon PF «60. 190. Ednond 
78 Adam Davis Of 66 240 Hoot “1 Nethon Simmons «RBs Fr«=«S:10. ‘190 Boulder, CO. 
20. Jason Dovis P ok 60215. Kerio, TX DiWaniceSmpiar Lah) Re BONGO! Peondany CA 
15; (Adkn Ecvarcs SS Fr 62 200 Midwest City "86 GorretSieggs TE. sFr«= G3 200. Impericl, NE. 
M1 KyleFchlenkomp —DL_—« So 62225 Kinglsher 9% Eric Stevenson RB Fr «63235. Crescent 
B18. Flowers CB Fe 62180". lomorque, 1X 44 Bill Stone 1B So 61 230 Ollshoma Cty 
2 Jomaclfobbs «RB. Fr_—«S-11 ‘180 NewOvleams,1A 14 TimSydhes, == PK ofr «62180 Olchoma Ciy 
5) dokGolen =sTE. So 63205 Hore Ik 7 Nstinthomas IBF 63 210 Plano, IX 
77 AGdemblewshi OL fr 65 265 Stee, CA 19 Ricky Thompson —sDB.Sse—= G1. 185. Hubbard, TK 
54. Joshua Green 1B So 60 215. Son Antonio, TX & Chiisthomswon «FS.«sSo. G3. 195) Dols, IX 
80 Wille Grissom WR So. 511 190 OWchomaCiy «8 Terronce Vaughn §=sDB.sFr«=«S7 160. Plano, 1K 
48 Jeremy Holley -RB Fr. «6:2 200 khan KS 42 AndrelWoddle «DE -—«So.- G2 225 Columbus, IX 
"9 Jake Hartsock ‘WR fr S11 170 Noman 97 TocWamer IB Fr 65230 Oklchoma iy 
62. Joshua Henson OVC S62 250 Tote 95. Allon Weaver DE fr 65 275 Howton, IX 
16 Dounle Hill WR 59 190 Hone, X 12 Comeron White WR fr 63.175 _Nerhglenn, CO 
“46 Mike Hil WR fr 60 175 White Rock, BC, 99° Jamal Willis DT kk 63 255 Lavi, KY 
39 PotickHulum -sDB.SsFr.~=«s1—«(195 Broken Arrow 5 KeinWilioms B_—«&e~—«0 186. Pine Bef, AR 
52. Eric Jackson OL Fr 65 265. Killen, TK 7 Kenyotio Wright Bor «2225. Vion 
|_% Chod Jobnon sks «1 260 Kents City, MO Roster ond deph char subject to change, a 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Chris Chaloupka, Fr/Joe Phears, Jr 


FB Brian Aikins, So/Kevin Brown, Fr 
TB Andre Richardson, Jr/Nathan Simmons, Fr 
WR Willie Grissom, So/Sean Love, So 


WR Terrance Richardson, So/| /Randy Coleman, | Fr 


TE _ Alonzo Mayes, Jr/Greg Brown, So 

LT David Camacho, Jr/Andrew Golembieski, Fr 
IG. Josh Henson, Jr/Blaine Cook, Fr 

Cc Reynell Lavigne, Fr/Josh Henson, Jr 
RG ~~ Adam Davis, Fr/George Arceo, Jr 


RT Jeremy Offutt, So/Kevin Kemp, Fr 


"PK Tim Syndes, Fr/Seth Condley, Fr 
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P Jason Davis, Jr/Russell Schwettman, Fr 


Brandon Ashley, Jr/Alton Weaver, Jr 


Denshio Cook, Fr/Zac Akin, Fr 
Cortney Mallory, Fr/Jamal Williams, Jr 


Andrel Waddle, So/Taber LeBlanc, So” 


Tarrell ‘Knauls, “So/Justin Thomas, Fr 
Kenyatta Wright, Fr/Billy Stone, So 
Raymond Cato, So/ Josh Green, So 


~ Alvin Porter, Fr/Maurice $ Simpson, Fr = 
"J.B. Flowers, Fr/Kevin Williams, Sr 
Chris Carter, Fr/Adam Edwards, Fr 


R.W. McQuarters, So/Chris Thompson, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


SU’s symbiotic relationship with the 

city of Stillwater is why the Cow- 

boys won't play Texas Tech at a 
neutral site this season. A year ago, the 
teams met at Texas Stadium in Dallas. 

The Cowboys and Red Raiders will 
play Nov. 15 at Lewis Field. 

The city of Stillwater is working on ini- 
tiatives that could help raise up to $15 mil- 
lion of OSU’s athletic facilities renovation. 

In keeping with its pro-city stance, the 
school for years has started games at 2 
p.m. so fans will eat two meals in Stillwater. 

“The reason the people in the city are 
supportive of this (facilities’ upgrade) is 
because of the economic impact athletic 
events have,” OSU athletic director Terry 
Don Phillips said. “We assessed it and 
decided we need to have as many events in 
Stillwater as we possibly can.” 

¢ Spring drills shed little light on who 
would be starting quarterback in the fall. 
After the Orange-White game, concluding 
spring, Simmons said, “If | had to name a 
quarterback today, it would be (beep).” 

Fighting for the spot are redshirt 
sophomore Chris Chaloupka, second-year 
freshman Tony Lindsay and junior Joe 
Phears. Freshman quarterback B.J. Tigers 
is from Tulsa’s Booker T. Washington High 
School, which produced OSU’s last starting 
quarterback, Tone Jones. 

The secondary will receive a boost 
from senior comerback Kevin Williams, 
sidelined by academics a year ago. A three- 
year letterman, Williams last season 
attended, but did not play, at the University 
of Arkansas-Pine Bluff. 

* Several Cowboys underwent position 
switches in the spring — sophomore defen- 
sive lineman Kevin Kemp to the offensive 
line; junior tight end Jack Golden to line- 
backer, and redshirt freshman fullback Eric 
Stevenson to defensive line. 

¢ New defensive line coach Calvin 
Miller will serve his second coaching stint 
with the Cowboys. He was an aide at OSU 
from 1991-94 before spending the last two 
seasons as defensive ends coach at Ken- 
tucky. He replaces Buddy Wyatt, who 
accepted a position at Northwestern. 

First-year OSU co-defensive coordina- 
tor Buddy Ryan attended OSU one season 
before spending the next three as an out- 
side linebacker at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State. He took over for Johnny Barr, who 
left for Arizona State. 

— Rhett Morgan 
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Mayes’ Hoops Dream Tones Him for Football 


DeMontie Cross unleashed a jarring 

hit to Oklahoma State’s Alonzo 
Mayes, separating the tight end from his 
helmet and mouthpiece. 

But not the football, which Mayes held 
onto for an 18-yard gain. 

Ever the intimidator, the Cowboy 
bounced up and reminded him of as much. 

“If you're a safety and you knock some- 
body’s helmet off, you’re supposed to knock 
the ball loose, too,” Mayes said. “I got in his 
face and told him he didn’t do his job.” 

Mayes does his better than anyone in 
the Big 12. 

The 6-6, 267-pound senior was a first- 
team all-league selection a year ago, catch- 
ing 30 passes for 512 yards and three 
touchdowns. His decision to forgo the NFL 
draft is a principal reason OSU is looking 
forward to 1997, 

“Anytime you have that opportunity, 
there is part of you that wants to go,” he 
said. “But you have to look at what’s best 
for you.” 


| ast October at Missouri, Tiger safety 


eight more pounds before the fall. 

“| think I'll be able to take it as long as 
I put a little more build on me,” Richard- 
son said. “It’s kind of like what most 
seniors think. It’s their last year and they 
want to go out on a winning note. 

“This year we're looking to have a better 
than .500 record and try to get to a bowl.” 

As for the defense, better depth 
should keep OSU in a lot more games 
than a year ago. 

Sophomore inside linebackers Ray- 
mond Cato and Kenyatta Wright, OSU's 
leading tacklers last season, are back, 
and several junior college transfers are 
expected to shore up the young line. 
Also returning is former All-Big Eighter 
R.W. McQuarters, OSU's best defensive 
back who missed the final four games of 
last season with a broken leg. 

“T'm not going to say we're going to be 
world-beaters, but there is talent out there 
for us to be competitive,” Simmons said. 
“We'll have enough players on defense to 
play a series of two to three teams. There is 
enough competition there.” 

The best news, however, could 
be the return of defensive lineman 
Jamal Williams. 


Albeit later than sooner, the NFL will 
get an exceptional athlete. 

Proving he is a true team player, Mayes 
joined the injury-depleted OSU basketball 
squad for the last seven games of the sea- 
son. Participating in a sport he hadn’t 
played competitively since high school, 
Mayes was remarkably competent, averag- 
ing three points, two rebounds and shooting 
50 percent from the field. 

“That really made that time of my life 
enjoyable, going out there and accomplish- 
ing a goal jumping from football to basket- 
ball,” Mayes said. “That really boosted my 
confidence, and boosted the team’s morale. 
That was a turning point in my career here.” 

As for Mayes, the hoops cameo did 
wonders for his conditioning, It also turned 
what scant fat he had into muscle. 

“In my running and sprinting, it has got- 
ten me to lift my stride and move more of 
my hips,” he said. 

Opponents beware. Mayes, who has a 
penchant for leaping over tacklers, could be 
flying even higher in 1997. (_} 


ALONZO MAYES’ DECISION TO FORGO 
THE NFL DRAFT IS A PRINCIPAL REASON OSU 
IS LOOKING FORWARD TO 1997. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


An academic casualty in 1996, 
Williams was second among Cowboy line- 
men in tackles (73) and runner-up on the 
team in sacks (six) as a redshirt freshman 
two years ago. 


“He has to go to class and do the 
things we ask him to do in the program,” 
Simmons said of the former schoolboy 
from Washington D.C. “If he can’t do those 
things, he won't be here, but is he a differ- 
ence-maker? Yes. It’s very obvious when 
you watch him scrimmage that you have 
something special.” 

OSU’s punting remains in good hands 
with senior Jason Davis, who averaged 
43.3 yards per attempt in 1996. But the 


placekicking is up in the air, with sopho- 
more incumbent Tim Sydnes battling it 
out with walk-ons Seth Condley and 
Russ Schwettmann. 

The Cowboys’ schedule, not as favor- 
able as last season’s, will put a premium on 
early success. 

OSU opens at Iowa State, where the 
Cowboys haven’t won since 1990, before 
traveling to Southwestern Louisiana, an 
upstart mid-major that shocked Texas A&M 
a year ago. O-State’s four conference 
opponents at home beat the Cowboys by a 
combined score of 172-58 in ’96. 

The Cowboys have improved by one 
victory in each of the past two years. The 
next step will be trying to avoid their ninth 
consecutive losing season. 

“It shows progress, which is what we’re 
trying to accomplish,” Simmons said. “We 
put ourselves in a situation to win more than 
five. We got stuck on four. We went into the 
meat of that schedule and couldn't recover. 

“My players know what I expect of 
them and what I’m trying to do. We're a 
more confident football team. But just how 
talented we are I won't know until the sea- 
son starts.” 

— Rhett Morgan 
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Tough Choices Facing Mackovic 


t arrived last winter in an otherwise undistinguished box, unso- 


licited and unexpected, addressed to John Mackovic, Head 

Football Coach, University of Texas. A football. A game ball, 
actually. Regulation size, with one white panel and an inscription 
that quickly earned a place in the curio case next to the desk in the 
head football coach’s office. 

The inscription: Gutsiest Call of the Century. 

“I don’t know who sent it or where it came from,” a bemused 
Mackovic said. 

What it came from, though, is no mystery, just a simple deci- 
sion that meant ascending to the heights of brilliance — or plung- 
ing to the abyss of stupidity. Facing fourth-and-inches at his own 
28-yard line, on top of a 30-27 score against the biggest dog in the 
yard, Mackovic made a snap decision to go for it against a 
Nebraska defense that ranked in the top 10 nationally in all four 
major statistical categories. 

Make it and sew up the game. Fail and be in the market for 
asbestos earmuffs and a flak jacket. 

History will only show that Mackovic chose well. While 
Nebraska massed like the German Army at the Maginot Line, 
quarterback James Brown rolled out and found tight end Derek 
Lewis wide open for a 61-yard gain that clinched the Longhorns’ 
37-27 inaugural Big 12 Championship game win. 

Months have passed. No play clocks are ticking now. There is 
time, plenty of it, as Mackovic is again facing some vital decisions, 
ones that will not bring such instant reward or reproach, but just 
may well decide whether the Longhorns defend that granite and 
crystal trophy won in St. Louis last December. 

Who will catch Brown's passes? 

Who will defend against the opponents’? 


LONGHORNS AT A GLANCE 


1996: 8-5 overall; 6-2 Big 12 (1st 
South) 

COACH: John Mackovic. At Texas, 37- 
21-2, 5 years. Overall, 81-57-3, 12 
years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 
Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB James 
Brown, HB Ricky Williams, TE Derek 
Lewis, FL Wane McGarity, C Ryan 
Fiebiger, DT Chris Akins, LB Aaron 
Humphrey 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Dangerous 


on offense with James Brown and rarefied air. 
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Ricky Williams in the backfield, and a 
talented and deep line up front. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Inexperience 
in secondary and at wide receiver 
could hold back otherwise promising 
defense and potent offense. 
OVERVIEW: A win over Nebraska in 
the Big 12 title game showed the 
Longhorns can play with and beat 
the nation’s elite, but the new 
aggressive 4-3 defense must elimi- 
nate last season‘s defensive short- 
comings for the Horns fo stay in that 


Make the right calls and the sixth-year coach will have his best 
team at Texas and play in the Horns’ third-straight Alliance bowl. 

Fail and ... well, you know. 

In the not-too-distant future it will be easy to look back and see if 
Mackovic chose well, if a solid receiving corps will be found from 
among some talented, but callow receivers; if secondary returnees 
who had a combined zero interceptions survived or even flourished in 
a demanding man-to-man blitz coverage scheme; and, if several posi- 
tion changes that looked promising in the spring paid off in the fall. 

By then one will also know if Brown achieved the remarkable 
task of winning four conference titles in as many years as a starter, 
or if halfback and former high school wrestler Ricky Williams broke 
Peyton Manning’s hold on the Heisman, or if the Horns’ return to 
an aggressive 4-3 set made last year’s 86th-ranked rush defense 
merely a bad memory. 

What the Longhorns hope is already apparent is a change that 
can’t be as easily quantified. 

“I don't think our players took the Nebraska game as a one- 
game scenario,” Mackovic said. “We think it’s a reflection of our 
team, not just a single day’s work.” 

“It was a game where we finally fought the whole game,” said 
center Ryan Fiebiger. 

That is how the Longhorns have measured progress over the 
last two years, both of which began with hopes of a national title 
run but ended in disappointing bowl losses. Last year they wasted 
late leads in three of their four regular-season losses, including a 
devastating upset loss to winless Oklahoma. 

Before the Horns learn to put teams away, they need a defense 
that makes that possible. Against Colorado, OU and Notre Dame, the 
Horns allowed game-winning or tying scores in the last three minutes. 

That ultimately led to another big call by 
Mackovic. After embattled defensive coordi- 
nator Gary Darnell was named head coach 
at Western Michigan in December, Mackovic 
set out to bring in someone who could 
rebuild a defense that recalled the stingy 
units of the 1960s, ’70s and early ’80s. 

His call? A calculated gamble, promot- 
ing wide receivers coach Bobby Jack 
Wright, a hard-working assistant who had 
survived two head coaching changes at 
Texas, but who had no previous experi- 
ence as a coordinator. 

Wright, though, knew just what Long- 
horn faithful, discouraged with the soft- 


RICKY WILLIAMS’ MOVE TO HALFBACK IS 
EXPECTED TO PUT THE BALL IN HIS HANDS AS 
MANY AS 30 TIMES A GAME. 

PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


1997 


ONGHORNS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece Name / Posimon Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couece 
David AARON WR 6-4, 210 Marshall Marshall Quentin JAMMER DB 6-1, 180 Angleton Angleton 
Ranked No. 2 receiver in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor # Rated No. 21 prospect in Southwest by SuperPrep All-American @ National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ Dallas Moming News Top 100 list # 
SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # PrepStar Dream Team @ All-State Three-year starter @ Two-time All-District on offense and defense # As a senior, had 94 tackles and three 
interceptions, returning one for a touchdown Ran for 786 yards and nine scores. 
Mojor APPLEWHITEQB 6-1, 195 Baton Rouge, LA Catholic 
USA Today honorable mention All-American Ranked No. 17 prospect in Louisiana by SuperPrep # Threw Michael JONES TE 6-5, 235 San Antonio Marshall 
for 3,329 yards and 47 touchdowns in Wwo years as starter @ As a senior, threw 29 scoring passes. National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Region @ Ranked No. 68 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas 
Moming News Top 100 list # PrepStar All-Big 12 Region @ All-District  All-City # Three-year starter. 
Corey BRADFORD OL 63, 290 Lancaster Lancaster 
Dallas Moming News Top 100 list # Second team PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # Two-time All-District # DeAndre LEWIS RB 6-1, 225 Houston Aldine 
Helped team to district championship # Threw discus and shot put for track team. Ranked No. 2 fullback prospect in Texas by National Recruiting Advisor # Ranked No. 21 running back 
prospect nationally by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # San Antonio Express-News Top 
Greg BROWN DB 6-2, 190 Baton Rouge, LA Catholic 100 list @ As a senior, ran for 1,921 yards and 20 touchdowns on 265 carries 
Ranked No. 15 defensive back prospect in SEC Region by PrepStar @ All-State @ As a senior, had seven 
interceptions, 34 tackles and a fumble recovery # Caught 23 passes for 401 yards and five scores. Damell McDONALD RB 5-10, 190 Glendale, CO Cherry Creek 
Parade All-American @ USA Today second team All-American # National Recruiting Advisor All-American 
Kwame CAVIL LB 6-3, 200 Waco Waco  PrepStar Dream Team @ Gatorade state Player of the Year # Dallas Moming News Top 100 list. 
National Recruiting Advisor All-Big 12 Region # Fort Worth Star Telegram Top 100 list # As a senior, had 
125 tackles, four interceptions, three caused fumbles and three fumble recoveries. Cedric MITCHELL RB/LB 6-0, 200 Mesquite West Mesquite 
Ranked No. 24 prospect in Texas and No. 30 running back nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 9 running 
Greg CICERO QB 6-4, 195 Anaheim, CA Servite back prospect in Big 12 Region by PrepStar @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ Houston Chronicle Top 
Threw for 6,000 yards and 60 touchdowns in Wwo prep seasons @ Ranked No. 29 prospect in Farwest by 100 list @ As a senior, rushed for 1,831 yards and 26 touchdowns on 255 carries @ All-District 


SuperPrep # National Recruiting Advisor All- West Rated No. 2 quarterback in Pac-10 Region by PrepStar 


@ Asa senior, completed 174 of 288 passes for 3,170 yards and 31 Hodges MITCHELL RB 5-8, 170 Dallas Skyline 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 12 running back nationally by SuperPrep @ 
Aaron COLVIN DL 6-5, 250 San Antonio Lee Ranked No. 5 running back nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list 
PrepStar All-Big 12 Region San Antonio Express-News Top 100 list # All-District @ Team captain @ As a Two-time All-District @ As a senior, for 1,873 yards and 23 touchdowns. 
senior, had 106 tackles and eight sacks @ Threw discus for track team @ Academic All-District. 

Shaun ROGERS DL 6-4, 290 LaPorte LaPorte 
Leonard DAVIS DL 6-6, 340 Wortham Wortham | Ranked No. 35 prospect in Southwest by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 2 defensive lineman in Texas by National 
Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 9 offensive lineman nationally by Super- Recruiting Advisor @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ All-District @ As a senior, had 82 tackles, six 
Prep @ PrepStar Dream Team @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # All-State # As a senior, had 66 pan- sacks, recovered three fumbles and returned one for a score @ As a junior, had 49 tackles and two sacks 
cake blocks and 24 downfield blocks. 

Josh SPOERL LB 6-2, 230 Mesquite North Mesquite 
Tyres DICKSON DB 6-1, 185 Houston Scarborough USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 25 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 
Dallas Moming News Top 100 list @ Ranked No. 3 in athlete category in Big 12 Region by PrepStar @ All- 9 linebacker prospect in Big 12 Region by PrepStar # Dallas Moming News Top 100 list # As a senior, had 
District hedivhock and comerback @ As a senior, passed for 1,400 yards and rushed for 642 yards . 173 tackles, 11 sacks, four recoveries and three interceptions. 
Doug GINAPP DL 6-4, 240 ab oh Sam Houston Eric TASBY RB 5-10, 200 Corpus Christi Carroll 
Ranked No. 71 prospect in Texas by ° No. 8 tight end prospect in Big 12 Region by Prep- Had 3,100 career rushing yards @ San Antonio Express-News Top 100 list @ Three-time All-State @ As a 
Star Dallas Moming News Top 100 list @ All-District @ All-Area @ As a senior, had six ions for 149 senior, rushed for 1,160 yards on 191 carries @ As a junior, ran for 1,506 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
yards and one Beira @ Long snapper @ Lettered three limes in baseball and twice in basketball. 

Joe WALKER DB 5-11, 180 Houston Galena Park North Shore 
Maurice GORDON RB 6-1, 215 vite West Mesquite USA Today second team All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Ranked No. 25 prospect nationally by 
Two-way starter @ Ranked No, 12 linebacker prospect in Big 12 Region by PrepStar # Fort Worth Star- The Sporting News @ National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team @ All-State @ As a 
Telegram Top 100 list # All-District @ As a senior, rushed for 1,572 yards and 15 touchdowns. senior, had 115 tackles and five interceptions @ Caused Iwo fumbles and blocked one punt. 
Chod IRWIN TE 6-4, 230 Baytown ies Doug WHEELER OL 6-4, 275 College Station A&M Consolidated 
National Recruiting Advisor All-American, ranked No. 1 fight end prospect in Texas @ Rated No, 79 Ranked No. 13 offensive line prospect in Big 12 Region by PrepStar @ Rated No. 64 prospect in Texas by 
prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 10 tight end prospect in Big 12 Region by PrepStar # Dallas SuperPrep Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ Two-time All-District @ Bench presses 350 pounds and 
Moming News Top 100 list # As a senior, caught 36 passes ise 404 yards . squats 540 pounds @ Threw shot put for track team. 


AWLOOKATTHELONGHORNS: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(8-5-0, 7-2-0) PASSING Sept. 6 Rutgers 
= —_ sue SE NAME Art Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int — 
40 Missouri A 10 Brown,J. 299-170-2468 56.9 17 12 Sept. 13. UCLA 
4] New Mexico State 7 Wallon es Soe Seo? SOUS AED SS See 
heey —— Sept. 27 — at Rice 
24 Notre Dame 27 ___RUSHING - P -". 
- ——— No YARDS Avc 
13 Virginia tae Wiliams 2051272, 8275 Oct. 4 at Oklahoma State 
Mitchell 17 625. 5.3 65 4 SSS == 
a. Oklahoma State el Holmes «59 <7) ea Oct. 11 Oklahoma 
27. ~~ Oklahoma (OT) 30 Butcher BOI Ue 41 kam AT Leal She Mil 
24 Colorado 28 RECEIVING Oct. ] 8 at Missouri 
- = | Oo 
NAME No YARDS Avc Lc TD 
28 Bay! vee | 
va ial = aia Adams 56942168 BCS Oct. 25 Colorado 
38 Texas Tech 32 Fitzgerald Ss wen 45h TAS vee dG Gee Tao 2. 
=a iG — == ——$——$— 7 Williams 25 291 11.6 46 2 Nov. ] at Baylor 
anses McGarity 18 ee ee —_— 
51 Texas A&M 15 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 — Texas Tech 
37 Nebraska 27 Tacktes: Carter 120; Humphrey 106; King 106; Renfro 92. Nov. 15 Kansas 
Fiesta BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Kirkpatrick 2; Westbrook 2. Pe = 
QB Sacks: Kirkpatrick 4; Humphrey 2.5; Luckett 2.5. 
15 Penn State 38 Tackles For Loss: Akins 10.5; King 9: Mosier 8; Hampton 7. Nov. 27 at Texas A&M 
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ness of the 3-4 defense, wanted to hear. 
Saying he cut his teeth on the 4-3, he 
vowed a return to an aggressive, upfield 
pressure style heavy on blitzing and 
man-to-man coverage. 

“We need a big-play defense that 
takes the ball away,” Mackovic said. 
“T’ve always said defense is based on 
three principles: One, limit gains; Two, 
punish the ballcarrier; Three, take the 
ball away. If we do all three, it doesn’t 
matter what scheme we use.” 

Progress was slow early in spring 
drills as a young front seven struggled 
to adjust to the approach. By the end, 
the Horns were pressuring the passer 
well and appeared to have made 
appreciable progress toward their 
goals of improving their 1996 sack 
(18) and turnover (24) totals. 

“I’m not jumping for joy saying we’ve 
arrived,” Wright said. “I’m not by any 
means saying we’re one of the top 
defenses. But we’re all on our wagons and 
headed in the right direction.” 

“We've had to change some percep- 
tions of satisfaction within our defense,” 
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Jerry Scarbrough's True Orange Newsletter and Fax Service provide complete coverage of major UT sports, with lots of 
football and football recruiting in every issue. With subscribers in 46 states and several foreign countries, True Orange is 
read by thousands of Longhorn fans across the nation and around the world! 
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Mackovic said. “The one seed that hasn’t 
always fallen on fertile ground is that while 
we've played defense well enough to win 
three championships, we haven’t played 
championship defense.” 

Texas may not play championship 
defense in 97, but improvement is likely. It 
starts up front with what projects as a solid 
line. Defensive tackle Chris Akins (knee) 
and end Gray Mosier missed spring drills 
with off-season surgery, but are expected 
back at full strength. Likely to join them in 
the lineup are sophomore Cedric 
Woodard, moved to tackle from end to 
provide more quickness inside, and Will 
Goodloe, who plans to shed about 20 
pounds after bulking up to 275 and losing 
his quickness. 

Sophomore Chris Smith, under- 
utilized at tight end last season, was 
moved to defensive end to allow him to 
play more instinctively, and has the size 
(6-5, 255) and speed (4.6 in the 40-yard 
dash) coaches love. 

“I wanted to catch touchdown passes 
from James,” Smith said. “That shows you 
college is all about change. The move 
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and 


helps me. It’s all about mentality. On 
defense the mentality is seek and destroy. 
That fits me.” 

Converted linebackers Damon Luckett 
and Michael Boudoin are expected to add 
more pass-rushing speed at end. 

One of the most anticipated position 
changes of the spring was that of Aaron 
Humphrey from rush linebacker to middle 
linebacker. As a freshman in ’96, 
Humphrey was selected Big 12 Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year by two state news- 
papers, and he appears to be catching on 
well to the move, making two tackles for 
loss and getting a sack in the spring game. 

He'll be flanked by senior Dwight Kirk- 
patrick on the strong side and junior Dusty 
Renfro on the weak, although redshirt 
freshman Josh Taft could beat him out if 
he stays healthy. 

“If you get enough Aaron 
Humphreys running around, you’ve got 
guys who can make plays,” Wright said. 
“On the outside, teams can run away 
from him. By moving him inside, he has 
a chance to make more plays.” 

Fifth-year senior Quinton Wallace was 
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LONGHORNS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


No. NAME 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


79 BenAdoms Ls 305 LaMirdo, CA 67 Jay Humphrey OL k 67 295. Richardson 

62 Matt Anderson OL sr GA 294 Cuero “35 Levar Jenkins Bf 510 180 Ceo 

96 Chis Akins ‘DT oS 61 295 Pars 19 Jeremy Jones WR ie 59 163. Crowd 
"2 Dusin Armstrong WR So 61 192 Clbume 76 Brent Kely OL & 66 290 Alen 

38 Aaron Bobino -«-SS-_—So. 210 Port Arr 84 J. Kelly TE Fr 62 235. Brethom 

“21 Jef Boker P Fe S11 159 Austin 45 Dwight Kirkpatrick BS = G1 (225 Waller 

58 Corl Barraxa Bk 1210 Howson “TT. Richard tand OL Fr 67321 Fronkln, IN 
75 OcdaviousBishop OL Ir 65 320 Spring 82. Derek Lewis TE So 62 230 NewOrlons, lA 
65 Eddie Blakley Dt ok 60 247 Kileen 37 Ryonlong PK ke 62170 Richardhon 

78 MorcelBlnchord  C fr 64 290 Sugorlond 92. Demon Luckett DE So 6&2 230 Houston 

93 Michoel Boudoin DE Jr 6:2 230 New Orleans, LA 6 Mat Mahaffey PK 510 170 Humble 
89 Sieve Brodley TE & 63 252 Aringon "52. Clay Monsker DT 60 240 Pordond 

49 Loch Brodmon Bok ~=— 6-0 202 Koes Ciy 25 DonddMcCowen FS fr 60 208 als 

5 James Brown QB Sr 60 195 Beaumont 8 WaneMcGorly WR Jr 58 190 San Antonio 
4d Ricky Brown RB So 60 215 Atingon = 38h Mle RB So 510187 Adingln 
27 Chris Bucher B So 60 198 Longiew 95 GroyMosier DE k= 65260 Bowe 

16 Marty Chery @B So 62 200 Texarkon, AR 88 Colin Muitheod DE 63 228 Tombol 

39 Joes Clork FS Se G1 202 Austin 56 Mott Murray Bok 62 222 MAkn 
32 Jeffrey Clayton RB Sr 510 200 Mision Viejo, CA 51 Brondon Nova B So 63 235 Mesquite 

29 Gerrod Coleman RB SGD 232 Fert Worth 9 Ryon ONedl + 63 215 Vidorio 

99 Dentick Curry DT fr bd 275 Housn 6 CoyQye ss «G6 300 SonAntonio 
57 Tyson Corer BS «52 226 Adlington 46 Dusty Renlro Bo 60 237 Aberod 
30 Chris Danney WR Jr 62 196 Boeme 5 KyleRichordion IB Sr 60282 Rchardhon 

4. Phill Dawson PK/P Sr 511193 Dallas 88 Chris Roberts TE So 62 255 Awin 
7B RobetDulig = WR sk 61197 SonAnionio 72 RogerRoeder ——OL_—«So.— 5305 Round Rock 
22. Tony Eli RB 60 190 Brownsvile. 8 Mike Scarborough WR Jr 60 190 Sugarland 

7. Cortney Epps WR Se 6&1 185 Doles 15 MarkScuhis PSG 195 Sherman 

42 T.Fet (Bok &2 202 Winfield, “85 Derrick Scot TE 63 225 Becumont 

58 Ryon Fiebiger CS 63 282 FlowerMound 87 ChrisSmth DE So 65 249 Polsine 
71 Keith Frierson OT So 66 265 DeerPork 13. KrisSleckion PAP So 59173 Kay 

70 Mike Garcia O fr 6&6 276 DeerPok 7 Sesh Toh B ff 63 237 Poo 
4 lenhon Garret Br 1215 Conroe 12 Jamel Thompson WR fr 60175 Dallas 

54 Russell Gaskomp =» «Ct. 290 Weatherford, OK 9 Quinlon Wollace CB Sr 60193 Rosenberg 

91 Will Goodloe DE So 65 275 SpringVolley,CA 10 Richard Woon «= QBs, S210 Bay Ci 

48 Joke Hommer 1B Fr «63 240 Deer Park 97 Tim Worleld DT S 63 290 Gropelond 

64 CowyHomplon DT_—So— 61315 Goheston 22 Michael Wotion WR Sr_——61 200 SonAninio 
19 Brondon Healy WR Fr 61 197. Cakbod, CA 1 Bryon White WR Jr 510 180 Deer Pork 

28 Anton Hecor (B So 6&1 180 Ancheim, CA 11 Ricky Wilioms RB dr 60-220 ScmDingo, CA 
55. Anthony Hicks BS 60 240 Richardson “13 Bryon Wingham SS_r_——«59 186. Son Antonio 
6 Wests Bt 220 Abilene “51 Chod Wood Ok 64 275 Gorknd 

31 Tony Holmes ® k 59 181 king “65. Travis Wood OL Jr 2 280 SonAntonio 
74 Joe Hubbard OL Fr 6:4 295 Hooks 50 CedricWoodord DT So 63 270 Sweeny 

49 Aaron Humphrey So 63-247 Lubbock Roster ond depth chart subjed to chonge. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB James Brown, Sr/Richard Walton, Jr LE Gray Mosier, Jr/Chris Smith, So 
RB Ricky Williams, Ir/Jeffrey ¢ Clayton, Sr LT Casey Hampton, So/Cedric Woodard, So 
RB Gerrod Coleman, Sr/Jeffrey Clayton, Sr RT Chris Akins, Sr/Tim Warfield, Sr 
FL Wane McGarity, Jr/Bryan White, Jr a RE — Will Goodloe, So/Michael Boudoin, Jr 
“SE Mike Scarborough, Jr/Dustin Armstrong, So LB Dwight Kirkpatrick, Sr/Brandon Nava, So 
TE Derek Lewis, So/Steve Bradley, Sr iB _ Aaron Humphrey, So/Dusty Renfro, Ir "3 
LT  Octavious Bishop, Jr/Mike Garcia, Fr 2 “LB ~ Dusty Renfro, Jr/Josh Taft, Fr 
LG __ Roger Roesler, So/Travis Wood, Jr CBs Quinton ‘Wallace, Sr/ Levar Jenkins, Fr 
C__ Ryan Fiebiger, Sr/Russell Gaskamp, Jr CB Anton Hector, So/Tony Holmes, Jr 
RG Ben Adams, Jr/Joe Hubbard, Fr SS Aaron Babino, So/Bryan Willingham, So 
RT Jay Humphrey, Jr/Brent Kelly, Sr “FS Donald McCowen, Fr/James Clark, Sr - 
PK Phil Dawson, Sr/Kris Stockton, So ? P Mark Schultis, Sr/Phil Dawson, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


alfback Ricky Williams maintains 

he won't leave the Longhorns after 

this season to enter the NFL draft. 
Williams, whom the Horns hope to turn 
into a bonafide Heisman candidate, said he 
would only forfeit his final year of eligibility 
if he has a sensational year. The criteria 
for such a season? Williams lists a national 
title, a Heisman and 2,200 yards rushing. 

¢ In addition to moving Bobby Jack 

Wright to defensive coordinator, head 
coach John Mackovic made two other 
moves. Ron Aiken, who coached the 
defensive line at Vanderbilt last season, 
takes over for Nelson Barnes, now at 
Nebraska, and will coach the defensive 
tackles. Former San Franciso 49ers assis- 
tant Carl Jackson replaces Bucky Godbolt, 
who left to work for a sports agent. 

¢ Reserve linebacker Tyson Cutrer left 
school halfway through spring drills 
because of academics. He is not expected 
to return. Defensive end Damon Luckett 
was held out of the second half of spring 
drills to improve his grades. His status is 
questionable heading into the fall. 

¢ A postseason analysis of the Long- 
horns defense provided evidence that the 
blitz worked better as more defenders were 
used, helping to convince the Longhorns 
to blitz more. According to the analysis, 
the Horns were effective 60 percent of the 
time when they rushed five; 61 percent 
when they rushed six; and 71 percent 
when they rushed seven. 

¢ As many as 13 of the Horns’ 23 
signees could play as freshmen, nearly 
double the impact of any of Mackovic’s 
previous five classes. 

This is as much a function of their tal- 
ent as of a lack of depth at certain posi- 
tions. Those expected to contribute: 
running backs Darnell McDonald (if he 
spurns a pro baseball career), Hodges 
Mitchell, Maurice Gordon and DeAndre 
Lewis; split end David Aaron; one of two 
tight ends, Chad Irwin or Mike Jones; mid- 
dle linebacker Josh Spoerl, weakside line- 
backer Cedric Mitchell, defensive tackle 
Leonard Davis and defensive backs Joe 
Walker, Quentin Jammer, Greg Brown 
and Tyres Dickson. 

¢ Texas sought and received approval 
from Texas lawmakers to build an upper 
deck on the east side of Royal-Memorial 
Stadium. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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JAMES BROWN HOLDS MANY OF THE 
SCHOOL CAREER PASSING RECORDS 
AND SHOULD BREAK NEARLY ALL 
THE REST THIS YEAR. 


PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


Brown Has Secured His Place in UT History 


mes Brown fed the VCR a Texas 
A ee history tape, leaned back and 
began picking apart his submarine 
sandwich, pleased at the chance to satisfy 
two hungers at once. 

“T was hoping to watch Earl (Campbell) 
run over some people,” he explains 
between bites. 

You’ve got to stay on that fast forward 
button awhile before you get to see Camp- 
bell clobber anyone, and Brown is some- 
what disappointed. History is not his game. 

Longhorns history may be lost on 
Brown, but Brown will not be lost on Long- 
horns history. In two-and-a-half seasons as a 
starter, the 6-foot, 195-pound senior from 
Beaumont has led the Horns to three confer- 
ence titles, something even fabled Horns 
quarterbacks Bobby Layne and James 
Street never did. 

He already holds many of the school 
career and single-season passing records 
and should break nearly all the rest this 


horns’ first full-time starting black quarter- 
back have gone a long way to change the 
image of the school that in 1969 fielded the 
last all-white Associated Press national 
champion. 

“Making history is in the back of my 
mind,” the low-key, but confident Brown 
says. “Everybody wants to be remembered 
for what they did, where they've been.” 

Last year he provided some panache to 
go with the statistical claim on legendary sta- 
tus by off-handedly saying he felt Texas could 
beat 21-point favorite Nebraska by three 
touchdowns in the first Big 12 title game. 

Two days before backing it up in the 
game, passing on fourth-and-inches at the 
Texas 28-yard line late in the game to wrap 
up a 37-27 Texas win, Brown received a 
funeral bouquet of lillies and a card signed 
by Nebraska fans, thanking him for giving 
their Cornhuskers some needed incentive. 

“If they’d have left a return address I 
would have written them back,” Brown says, 
“thanking THEM.” ] 


Orr year. His accomplishments as the Long- 


a spring surprise at cornerback and will 
likely enter the season as one starter, but 
sophomore Anton Hector’s inconsistency 
may cost him the other side. Junior Tony 
Holmes, coming off reconstructive knee 
surgery, could take his place, but only if he 
holds off a challenge from four talented 
high school recruits. Sophomore Aaron 
Babino and redshirt freshman Donald 
McCowen are projected as the starters at 
strong and free safety. 

Save for potential weakness at 
receiver, the Longhorns’ offense figures to 
pick up where it left off last season, when it 
was the only offense in the nation to rank 
in the top 25 in all four major offensive 
categories (rushing, passing, total and scor- 
ing offense). Brown, who in the past has 
lingered too long in the pocket trying to 
prove he is a dropback passer, said he’s 
keen to run more. 

“You have four, maybe five years to 
play and experiment,” Brown said. “It’s 
time to play now.” 

dunior Ricky Williams, nicknamed “Lit- 
tle Earl” by a former teammate, half-seri- 
ously said he wants to make people start 
thinking of namesake Earl Campbell as 
“Little Ricky.” He should get that opportu- 
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nity, as his move from fullback to halfback 
is expected to put the ball in his hands as 
many as 30 times a game, about 20-25 of 
them on rushes. 

Aiding him is an offensive line that 
lacks the one standout, like second-team 
All-America guard Dan Neil was last year, 
but has potential all-star candidates in cen- 
ter Ryan Fiebiger, guard Ben Adams and 
tackle Jay Humphrey. Texas will also miss 


“We pretty much have 
done all we can do at the 


level we’re at,” Dawson says, 
eyeing an upgrade. 
“We have to move up.” 


standout tight end Pat Fitzgerald, a first- 
team All-American who was Brown’s secu- 
rity blanket, but figure to approach his 
productivity with a rotation that begins 
with junior Derek Lewis and also includes 
senior Steve Bradley, junior Derrick Scott, 
and redshirt freshman J.J. Kelly. 

How much Brown must rely on the 
tight ends, Williams and fellow halfbacks 


Jeff Clayton and Tony Ellis, and fullbacks, 
Gerrod Coleman and Ricky Brown, will 
depend on finding consistency at receiver. 
Wane McGarity, who caught a 66-yard 
touchdown pass to put Texas ahead to 
stay against Nebraska, is solid at flanker, 
but injuries and inconsistency leave the 
other spot wide open between Dustin Arm- 
strong and Mike Scarborough. 

Punter Mark Schultis, who will likely 
boom away this fall after a failed attempt to 
turn him into a directional punter last season, 
returns, as does fellow senior Phil Dawson, a 
potential first-team All-American whose three 
field goals helped beat Nebraska. 

The compact Dawson, an undersized 
offensive tackle at Lake Highlands High 
School who likes to lift weights and run 
with the Texas linemen, also got a gift out 
of the Nebraska game. It wasn’t in the form 
of an anonymous game ball, but in an 
understanding of what the Nebraska win 
means. The Horns, he says, can’t just talk 
about beating the Penn States and Notre 
Dames anymore. They have to do it. 

“We pretty much have done all we can 
do at the level we’re at,” he says, eyeing 
an upgrade. “We have to move up.” 

— Mark Wangrin 
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AGGIES 


Can't Tell the — Coaches? — Without a Scorecard 


n Aggie fan may need a roster to know the coaches — 

not the players — on the 1997 Texas A&M football 

team. Aggie head football coach R.C. Slocum refused to 
blame his team’s disappointing 6-6 finish last season on a tough 
new conference, so he fired three assistants and lost one to the 
world-champion Green Bay Packers. 

“The Big 12 has been a positive thing for Texas A&M,” 
Slocum says. “The problems we had last year didn’t have any- 
thing to do with the Big 12 Conference. I didn’t really see it as, 
‘Well, it was the first year in the Big 12 and we need to get 
adjusted to the new league.’ We just didn’t play as well as we 
had played in the past.” 

So defensive coordinator Phil Bennett, offensive coordinator 
Steve Ensminger and receivers coach Les Koenning Jr. were 
released, while offensive line coach Mike Sherman was promoted 
to offensive coordinator. 

Within weeks, Sherman was gone to the Packers and he was 
replaced by Steve Marshall, who was the offensive line coach at 
UCLA. Slocum also hired former Colorado and Kansas defensive 
coordinator Mike Hankwitz, and receivers coach Steve Kragthorpe 
from Boston College. But his biggest move may have come in hir- 
ing a full-time quarterbacks coach, Ray Dorr, while letting Marshall 
direct the line. 

Last year, Ensminger was quarterbacks coach and coordinator. 
The move should spur the development of junior quarterback 
Branndon Stewart, who was hailed as a savior when he transferred 
from Tennessee two years ago, but at times played more like a 
slouch last season. 

Dorr, who Slocum hired from Kentucky, is heavy on repeti- 
tion and detail. 

“It's nice having a coach who pays 
attention to every detail,” Stewart says. 
“Coach Dorr chases you around the field, 
and sees everything you see. We kind of call 
him ‘The Mad Professor of Quarterbacks,’ 
because he’s really organized. But he’s real 
level-headed and a good teacher.” 

Says Dorr, “Even if they make a mis- 
take, you have to be positive. You have to 
continue reinforcing what you're doing. This 
game is a game of repetitions. The more 
reps you give a guy, the more opportunity 
he has to be successful with the different 
looks he’s going to see and the different 
reactions he’s going to have to make.” 


South) 


A&M WILL NEED BETTER PLAY FROM 
BRANNDON STEWART, WHO COMPLETED 146 OF 
299 PASSES LAST YEAR FOR 1,904 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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1996: 6-6 overall, 4-4 Big 12 (3rd 


COACH: R.C. Slocum — At Texas A&M 
and Overall: 74-21-2, 8 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 9 
Offense, 6 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Branndon 
Stewart, RB Dante Hall, WR Donte 
Hawkins, LB Dat Nguyen, FS Bran- 
don Jennings, DE Zerick Rollins 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Four return- 
ing A&M backs rushed for a com- 
: bined 2,613 yards last season. 
A&M's linebacking corps, a strength 
last season, returns three starters. 


Stewart, who sat out a year under NCAA transfer rules, was 
granted an extra year of eligibility in the spring after he appealed to 
the NCAA. 

“I definitely want to play two more years,” he says. “Last year 
wasn’t what I wanted it to be, so I want to have this year and pos- 
sibly the year after that to come back and have good seasons and 
maybe win a conference championship.” 

To do so, A&M will need better play from Stewart, who com- 
pleted 146 of 299 passes last year for 1,904 yards, with seven 
interceptions. 

“Branndon’s development was obviously hampered by the 
transfer,” Slocum says. “Last year he was forced into a situation 
where he had a very inexperienced supporting cast.” 

While A&M lost its top receiver, Albert Connell, to the NFL, 
the Aggies return juniors Donte Hawkins and Aaron Oliver at split 
end and sophomores Leroy Hodge and Matt Bumgardner at 
flanker. In addition, junior tight ends Derrick Spiller and Dan 
Campbell are back. 

Hawkins was second on the team with 32 catches and Spiller 
was third with 14. 

A&M also returns four starters on the offensive line, but the 
Aggies’ strength on offense should be in their running game. 
A&M had four backs — three sophomores and a true freshman 
— who each rushed for at least 598 yards last season. It was 
the first time at a university often called Running Backs U. that 
four backs had rushed for at least 500 yards each. All are back, 
including sophomore Dante Hall, who averaged seven yards a 
carry on 92 totes last season. 

“I don’t think [it’s a big issue] who’s starting and who isn’t,” 


AGGIES AT A GLANCE 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A&M's 
defensive line will be heavy with 
freshmen and former backups. The 
Aggie secondary is a year older, but 
essentially the same players who 
were torched on occasion last year. 

OVERVIEW: The Aggie offensive 
scheme seems to be focused on tak- 
ing advantage of a surplus of tal- 
ented running backs. On defense, 
new coordinator Mike Hankwitz 
plans to use more zone blitzes where 
the linebackers drop into coverage to 
help the secondary. 
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GGIES*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 
Rocky BERNARD DL 6-3, 255 Baytown Sterling Tango MeCAULEY DL 6-4, 260 Oklahoma City, OK Marshall 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ Two-time All-State # As a senior, had 100 tackles, 12 SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ Starred at tight end and defensive end @ Caught 17 passes 
quarterback pressures and five forced fumbles @ Squat lifts 565 pounds. for 320 yards and three touchdowns Had 48 tackles, including 34 solo, and 14 sacks, 
Roylin BRADLEY LB 6-2, 222 LaMarque laMarque Seth McKINNEY OL 6-4, 280 Austin Westlake 
Parade All-American  PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American # Two-time Division Defensive Player PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American # Missed first six games of senior season with a broken bone 
of the Year @ As a senior, had 137 tackles, including 93 solo, 17 sacks, 35 quarterback pressures, 11] in right foot @ Helped team to state championship. 
forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries # Hod 350 career tackles, 31 sacks ond 25 forced fumbles, 

Terry NICHOLS DE 6-3, 230 El Paso Irvin 
Jay BROOKS DB 5-11, 185 Killeen Ellison All: -City ot defensive end and tight end @ Texas Football rated No. 10 tight end in Texas @ As a 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ Had 28 pass break-ups as a senior # Squat lifts 405 senior, had 74 tackles, 12 quarterback pressures and 11 sacks # Caught 16 passes for 276 yards 
pounds @ Runs 10.5 in the 100-meter dash. and six touchdowns. 
William BRYAN DB 5-10, 195 Bryai Evan PERRONI DL 6-6, 245 Houston Clear Lake 
All-Brazos Valley @ Starting quarterback in high nay Passed for 992 fe au rushed for 434 SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American # Had 98 tackles, seven forced fumbles and six recovered 
yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. fumbles as a junior # Had more than 200 tackles in last two seasons. 
Ronald EDWARDS DL 6-4, 260 Houston Klein Forest Burnest RHODES RB 5-11, 185 Terrell Terrell 
PrepStar All-American @ Rated No. 2 rush defensive end in Texas and All-Big 12 Region by The PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American @ All-District on offense and defense @ Rushed for more than 
National Recruiting Advisor @ Bench presses over 350 pounds. 2,000 yards as a senior # Had 378 career-high rushing yards against McKinney. 
Ronald FLEMONS DE 6-6, 235 San Antonio Marshall Harold ROBERTSON LB 6-3, 196 Dallas Lincoln 
SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # Averaged double figures in sacks over last two seasons Played receiver and linebacker as a senior Had 90 tackles and one interception. 
@ Had 88 solo tackles, 26 assists, six sacks and two passes batted down as a senior. 

Christian RODRIGUEZ LB 6-3, 223 Mesquite North Mesquite 
Antoine GANDY WR 61,190 Irving Irvi SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American @ As a senior, had 118 tackles, nine sacks and two intercep- 
The National Recruiting Advisor, SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # oi a senior, had 26 tions # Had more than 20 sacks in last two seasons, 
receptions for 425 yards and four touchdowns @ Had 21 tackles and one interception as a comerback. 

Matt SCHOBEL GB 6-4, 220 Columbus Columbus 
Jason GLENN DB 6-2, 205 Houston PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American @ Rated No. 20 quarterback nationally by The National 
SuperPrep All-American # Houston Touchdown Club Defensive Player of ny Yeor # Had 80 tackles, Recruiting Advisor # Three-year starter # Had 7,697 career all-purpose yards @ As a junior, rushed 
12 knockdowns, four forced fumbles, three fumble recoveries and five interceptions as a senior # eight times for 327 yards and five touchdowns in one game @ Passed for 1,134 yards and 13 touch- 
Had 23 receptions and five touchdowns @ As a junior, had five blocked kicks, downs as a senior @ Rushed for 1,568 yards and 19 touchdowns. 
Michael JAMESON DB 6-1, 175 Killeen Ellison Amon SIMON LB 6-4, 235 Houston Smiley 
The National Recruiting Advisor rated No. 3 safety in Texas  PrepStar All-Big 12 Region # Had All-District @ Had 82 tackles as a senior, averaging 10 per game. 
126 tackles, three interceptions, wo forced fumbles and 111 passes broken up as a senior. 

Chris TAYLOR DB 6-0, 170 Madisonville Madisonville 
Eric JENNINGS DB 5-11, 190 Pomona, CA Mt. SAC PrepStar All-American @ All-Brazos Valley @ Played defensive back, quarterback, receiver, running 
Ranked No. 67 junior college prospect nationally by SuperPrep Junior college All-American in back and placekicker @ As a senior, rushed for 1,273 yards and 13 touchdowns # Passed for 954 
1995 @ Participated in spring practice at A&M @ Intercepted five passes. yards and seven touchdowns. 
Lonnie MADISON DL 6-4, 235 The Woodlands The Woodlands Moses VAKALAHI OL 6-5, 265 Euless Trinity 
PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American Second team All-Greater Houston defensive end @ As a regi and PrepStar All-American @ The National Recruiting Advisor All-American and rated 
senior, had 70 tackles, including 12 for losses, and six sacks. 2 ollersive line prospect in Texas. 


AWOOKATTHEAGGIES: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(6-6-0, 4-4-0) PASSING Sept. 6 Sam Houston 
f Art Comp Yaros Pct 1D 
37 BYU* 4] |Stewart 299-146-1904 488 97 Sept. 20 SW Louisiana 
22 SW Louisiana 29 | McCown 7 ll 21865 40.7550) 4 
Ee a INGHRT r Sept. 27. at North Texas 
orth Texas 
10 = Colorado 24 Parker 149 YD SMR? Oey: Oct. 4  atColorado 
Hardeman 109 669 6.1 95 17 
63 Louisiana Tech 13 Hall 92 642 KON re 3 Oct. 11 lowa State 
24 | Stat Bernard 116 598 5.2 40 % 
eye 21 Oct. 18 — at Kansas State 
20 Kansas State 23 - 
10 ‘Texas Tech 13 Connell 57 (7 a Oct. 25 at Texas Tech 
= 3 Hawkins 32 409 12.8 45 0 
38 Oklahoma State 19 Spiller 14 YG ECR RT Nov. 1 Oklahoma State 
24 Baylor 7 Hardeman 9 78 8.7 15 1 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 Baylor 
salon ae _—_—_DEFENSIvE LEADERS : 
: 15 ee. —— Tacktes: Nguyen 146; Holdman 73; Mitchell, K. 72. Nov. 15 at Oklahoma 
exas 51 INTERCEPTIONS: Nguyen 3; Coady 3. 


QB Sacks: Mitchell, K. 14.5; Mitchell, B. 6; Jasper 4.5. 
Tacktes For Loss: Mitchell, K. 25; Jasper 16; Mitchell, B. 10. 


* Pigskin Classic, Provo, UT Nov. 27 Texas 


172 Linpy’s FootBatt ANNUALS 1997 


THE STRENGTH OF THE AGGIES’ OFFENSE IS RUNNING BACK — 
THANKS TO PLAYERS LIKE ERIC BERNARD. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Aggie running backs coach Ken Rucker 
says. “Because the way we use our 
backs, it doesn’t matter who starts. 
They’re all starters.” 

A&M returns six starters on defense, 
including junior inside linebacker Dat 
Nguyen. Nguyen, who’s the only person of 
Viatnamese descent to ever play football at 
A&M, earned consensus second-team all- 
conference honors last year after leading 
the team with 146 tackles. 

“We might have the best attitude I’ve 
seen as a team since I’ve been here,” he says. 
“Everybody came here for a reason. We all 
came here to win. Everybody hates losing.” 

Nguyen, who redshirted when the 


Aggies went 10-0-1 in 1994 and who 
started a year later on a 9-3 team, has seen 
how quickly the tide can turn when a team 
plays below expectations. 

“With Aggie [fans], they always say, 
win or lose, they’re going to be with you,” 
Nguyen said. “But there’s bandwagon 
people, too. I shouldn't say that, but it’s 
true. When you win, everybody's with you. 
Then when you lose, they don’t know who 
you are. But that’s how it is and you can’t 
worry about that.” 

Especially when worrying time could 
be better spent wondering how to 
replace a veteran defensive line that had 
two players taken in the NFL draft. 


Of the Aggies’ 21 signees, a third 
were defensive linemen. 

“We’re going to have to rely on some 
young players,” Slocum said. “I don’t 
know who they are, but I know that based 
on our spring that somebody out of those 
true freshmen is going to have to come in 
and at least give us backup help at some 
positions, and others perhaps even start.” 

A&M must replace longtime starters 
Brandon Mitchell and Eddie Jasper, along 
with part-time starter Pat Williams. While 
who will play nose guard is a huge ques- 
tion headed into the season, the Aggies 
may have found their men on the ends in 
seniors Brad Crowley and Zerick Rollins. 

“| hope we’re not rebuilding,” defen- 
sive line coach Bill Johnson says. “I hope 
it’s reloading.” 

Crowley isn’t worried about filling 
some very large pants. 

“] think we’re going to be the under- 
dogs going into the year,” he says. “Every- 
body’s going to think the D-line is going to 
be the weak link, and we’re going to sur- 
prise a lot of people. 

“When I was a freshman we lost Sam 
Adams, Eric England and Lance Teichel- 
man, and everybody said you can’t replace 
that line. The next year we had a great 
D-line. We can do that again.” 

A&M lost sack specialist Keith Mitchell, 
who led the Big 12 with 14.5, at rush line- 
backer. But the apparent cream of the 
recruiting class, Roylin Bradley of LaMar- 
que High School, may go from prom to 
prominence in the Ags’ defensive scheme. 
Bradley was rated the state’s second-best 
player by most publications. 

“You could see where a guy as tal- 
ented as Roylin could come in, and if 
he’s mature enough, help us out there,” 
Slocum says. 

A&M's linebacking corps, led by 
Nguyen and junior Warrick Holdman (73 
tackles), should be the team’s strength 
defensively. 

A&M's secondary at times was horrific 
last season, evidenced by Brigham 
Young's six touchdown passes in the 
Pigskin Classic in the season opener. 
Archrival Texas put a chilling end to 
Slocum’s worst season in seven years as a 
head coach, with a 51-15 thumping of the 
Aggies in Austin. 

“The way the season went, I think that 
game was just a climax of all of our frustra- 
tion,” Stewart says. “It’s fair for the fans to 
expect more.” 

Junior cornerback Shun Horn, junior 
strong safety Rich Coady and sophomore 
Brandon Jennings return as starters in the 
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Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


46 Comelivs Anthony IB Fr 6-1 200 Missouri City 25 Michoel Jennings WR So 5:10 170 Avrora, CO 
22 Eric Bemord * RB br 510 190 Tulsa, OK 47 Bill Johnston P Sr «660 (169 Polesine 
Te Soe ee ee ne ae 

Pi hiacltogke T kp Melee 92 We Karmeds | DL) yk S SAS Ben 
75. Den Brown OL kk 65 296 Howton ee an ee 
29 Giaun Bom IB) S62 6200) ‘Codoono & Shonelecier -P/QB So. 63 219 EnstBemord. 
33 More Broyles a oe en ae Ge een ek 
3 Kyle Bryant PK S57 162. College Station 84 MotMchone = TES GA 249 Longview 

81 Malt Bumgardner «WR So 62 196 Luling “5G TobyMcCorty = OL.-sFr«Ss«G S240 Midlnd 

9 Dorie! Campbell TE Jr 66 253 Glen Rose 15 Randy McCown QB $6. 63 204 Jodaonle 
WiC «SS ee Oe *:*(“‘«‘“‘éR Si ey) RE ne 

80. Chris Coe WR So 61 178 Orange Stipes. ABL Se) G1 215. Gobeaon. | 
TT an ea ei 9 Dot Nguyen (Book 61 213. Rockport 

10: Shonnon Crenshow WR fr 510° 173 Amin ==s«*G. AmronOler «= WR 62192 Angin 

45 Brod Crowky DE St «65. 28 Corpus Chiisi 8. Sir Parker RB Je GD 184 Los Angeles, CA 
a en ee 36 Rondd Paton -«DB-sFr-«S-10. 185. Houston 

28 Trent Driver. Ce ae ee ee eee nn al Sa? en 
83 Adren Dudley ao he ee Tee OL Sr 66 290 Houston 

69 Koby Hackrodt Q sr 65 m Gan — 7 Comaton Solas ol “ile wes 03 ie 
Pps in aoe ne ee gL Se ae ee ee 

20 D’AndeHordemon RB S11 225 Howin 7 BronndonSewot GB Sr 63 214 Sephemile 

4 Thodd Host «GB So. 1190. Crochet 58 Chris Thieny ee ee 
J DoweHowins = WR Gl 178 Rindiok «5 Rcd (Le 66 HO Mid 
GT) Marcostoord. NE Se 63) S01) SomAnonio 7iitheViis) 0 Ol Led eel 
er a we ee ee ee DE 


88. Leroy Hodge WR So 63 207 Rosenberg 


So 6:3 256. New Braunfels 
So 6-4 295 Sulphur, LA 


78 Andy Vincent ol 


79 Shea Holder OL So 6S 296 Minglon 39 Joon Webser —CB_«So. 5-10 165. Houston 

43 WorvckHoldnon 1B ke 61-208 Ah ‘13 Michod Wilioms RB Je 5-10. 201 Lewisle 
68. Joke Hom OL 64 28) Gorlond 27_Jeft Wilson fr 510 175 Tempe 

21. Shun Hom Bk 511 188 sper “A Debin Wright = Br SN 170. Loncoser 

7A BrordonHowkn = OL 66 8 Key a | na 


30 Brondon Jennings FS So. 62-180 Houston 


31 Eric Jennings 


DB. Jr = 5-11 190 Pomona, CA Roster and depth chort subject to change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB —_Branndon Stewart, Sr/Randy McCown, So 


RB D'Andre Hardeman, Jr/Marc Broyles, Jr 


RB Eric Bernard, Jr/Sire Parker, Jr/Dante Hall, So 
FL Leroy Hodge, So/Matt Bumgardner, So 


DE —Zerick Rollins, Sr/Kevin Vestal, So 


NT Stephen Young, Fr/Marcus Heard, Sr 


DE Brad Crowley, Sr/Mike Kazmierski, So 


fo) Phillip Meyers, Sr/Chris Thierry, So 


“SE Donte Hawkins, Jr/Aaron Oliver, Jr 


LB Trent Driver, Sr/Sean Coryatt, So 


TE Derrick Spiller, Jr/ Daniel Campbell, Jr 

Riv. Cameron Spikes, Jr/, Andy Vincent, So 
RG Semisi Heimuli, So/Chris Valletta, Fr 
oP Koby Hackradt, Sr/Rex Tucker, Jr 


LG Steve McKinney, Sr/ Toby McCarthy, Fr 


LT Chris Ruhman, Sr/Brandon Houston, Jr 


PK Kyle Bryant, Sr/Terance Kitchens, Fr 


LB Dat Nguyen, Jr/Trent Driver, Sr 

OLB = Warrick Holdman, Jr/Cornelius Anthony, Fr 
cB Jason Webster, So/Delvin Wright, it~ 
CB Shun Horn, Jr/Jeff Wilson, Fr 
SS Rich Coady, Jr/Sedrick Curry, So 
FS _—_ Brandon Jennings, So/Toya Jones, Jr 


P Shane Lechler, So/Bill Johnston, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


.C. Slocum is clearly a man exasper- 

ated with the recruiting process. 

“Each year I become more disap- 
pointed,” he says. “A lot of my disappoint- 
ment comes from what it does to these 
young men and their families, and the kind 
of pressures they are subjected to. 

"The whole thing sometimes gets to be 
comical.” 

Slocum would like to see some sort of 
recruiting reform take place, based on the 
entire process that’s dragged out over 
months. 

“I would like to see them move the 
signing date up and have a deal that when 
a guy says, ‘I want to commit,’ OK, here’s 
the paper. Sign it up.” 

There’s a lot of “ORs” on the Texas 
A&M offensive depth chart headed into 
two-a-days. Junior centers Koby Hackradt 
and Rex Tucker are listed as even. Same 
goes for junior tight ends Derrick Spiller 
and Dan Campbell. And running backs Eric 
Bernard, Sirr Parker and Dante Hall also 
are in the “OR” category as to who’s start- 
ing. The Aggies’ defensive depth chart is so 
thin on the line Slocum used walk-ons to 
help fill out the two-deep. 

¢ Redshirt freshman linebacker Bubba 
Alexander was kicked off the team in the 
spring for violating team rules. Alexander 
was SuperPrep magazine’s No. 18 player 
in Louisiana a year ago. 

¢ The Aggies have a junior returning at 
starting quarterback, and two capable 
sophomore backups, Randy McCown and 
Shane Lechler. So they signed only one 
quarterback, Matt Schobel (6-4, 220) of 
Columbus, Texas. Same goes for running 
back, a position as deep as any on the 
team. The Aggies signed one tailback, 
Burnest Rhodes of Terrell, Texas. 

¢ Texas A&M pitches itself as “recruit- 
ing coast-to-coast,” but of its 21 signees, 
20 are from the Lone Star State. The other 
is from Oklahoma. 

¢ Recruit Jason Glenn of Houston's 
Nimitz High is the younger brother of for- 
mer Aggie All-America defensive back 
Aaron Glenn, who's now with the New 
York Jets. 

¢ William Joel Bryan, a defensive back 
out of Bryan, Texas, who signed with the 
Aggies, is a direct descendant of that 
town’s founder. Texas A&M is situated in 
Bryan-College Station. 

— Brent Zwerneman 
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TEXAS A&M 


They Call Him Sirr 


ast as a silhouette with sunlight as 
f the background, Sirr Parker didn't 

look like his old self making his way 
through the Kyle Field corridor. 

Then again, some Texas A&M fans never 
expected to see Parker within a kickoff return 
of the E. King Gill statue once his playing time 
dwindled from plenty to partly last year, 

Gill is the original 12th Man who was 
once on call in the stands in case the Aggies 
needed him; Parker is the former starter 
who's role essentially became the same 
toward the end of last season. 

But Parker, a running back who will 
be a junior next season, is a new man. 
Beefed up to 195 pounds from 180 in the 
off-season, Parker is ready to show he can 
once again contribute to the A&M offense. 

Parker's numbers last season resemble 
a funnel, which fueled his disappointment 
at starting the season with 20 carries at 
Brigham Young and ending it with nil 
against Texas. 


A&M secondary, and Slocum penciled in 
sophomore Jason Webster at the other 
corner after spring drills. The Aggies signed 
five defensive backs in an effort to con- 
tinue to bolster the backfield. In addition, 
junior college All-America cornerback Eric 
Jennings, who signed with A&M a year 
ago, is finally on campus after getting his 
grades in order. 

“We're still not out of the woods in 
terms of the secondary, which was a prob- 
lem last year,” Slocum said. “We'll still be 
young, but we should be improved.” 

A&M’s offensive philosophy under 
Marshall will focus more on using the 
Aggies’ stable of backs, although he’s not 
opposed to throwing the ball. 

“He’s not going to be as reluctant to 
run on some downs as maybe Coach Ens- 
minger might have been,” Stewart says. 
“But he’s a wide-open guy, too. He likes to 
spread it around the field and get it in 
everyone’s hands.” 

Says Marshall, “We want to be a bal- 
anced offense. We want to run the football 
and we want to attack from all angles.” 

Slocum says “balanced” doesn’t 
mean a 50-50 split between running and 
throwing the ball. 

“It really means that you have the abil- 
ity to do both effectively,” he says. “For 


In his last five games, Parker gar- 
nered 28 carries, but in his first seven 
games he had 121 totes. He started 
seven of the Aggies’ 12 games, but none 
of the last three. 

“At the beginning, | pretty much 
thought about a [transfer],” Parker says. 
“But after sitting down with the coaches 
after the season was over, it hasn't crossed 
my mind since.” 

Instead, Parker has tackled the weights 
in the off-season and added considerable 
strength to his upper body. 

After leading the team with 704 yards 
on 149 carries, Parker was one of four 
A&M backs who rushed for more than 500 
yards last year, a first in Aggie history. All 
return, and should form the team's biggest 
strength in 1997. 

“We have a lot of talent, and we’re try- 
ing to find a way to get it all on the field,” 
he says. “It’s like no matter who you put in 
there, the same job’s going to get done.” J 


instance, if people are trying to overplay 
your run and are stacking the line, that 
you're effective enough in your passing 
game to take advantage of that.” 

On defense, Hankwitz says his job is to 


When vou talk 


about college defenses, 


this is one of the 


places that always 


comes to mind. 


continue the tradition of a defense usually 
considered one of the nation’s best. 

“We want other people to measure 
how hard they play against us,” he says. 
“When you talk about college defenses, 
this is one of the places that always 
comes to mind. 

“We want to have a defense that lives 
up to that reputation.” 

Slocum spent eight years as A&M's 
defensive coordinator, where he built the 
reputation of the Aggie “Wrecking Crew“ 


SIRR PARKER WAS ONE OF FOUR A&M BACKS 
WHO RUSHED FOR MORE THAN 500 YARDS 
LAST YEAR, A FIRST IN AGGIE HISTORY. 
PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


defense. He saw that reputation take a hit 
last year in nationally televised games vs. 
Brigham Young and Texas. 

“We're going to try and get back to 
chasing the ball and those kinds of things,” 
he says of this year’s defense. 

Slocum was an assistant at A&M for 
16 years before taking the head coaching 
job in 1989, and had garnered a 68-15-2 
record before last season. But the team lost 
three games by four points or less, and 
Slocum came under some mild fire from 
some alumni. 

“All a coach can do is his best,” 
Slocum says. “We pretty much spend 
seven days a week doing this job. You 
have a good idea of what your capabilities 
are, and | think it’s vitally important to use 
those abilities that you have and not blow 
in the wind. 

“If we've got some alumnus or booster 
out there in some other field or endeavor 
that knows more about our football team 
and what we should be doing, then we're 
in big, big trouble. 

“I worry about those things I can 
do something about. And | don’t really 
spend much time worrying about 
them, I just try and do something 
about them.” 

— Brent Zwerneman 
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TEXAS TECH 


FERED RAIDERS 


Are Red Raiders on the Brink of the Big-Time? 


ot to be flippant about it, but Texas Tech head coach 
Spike Dykes wonders if the Red Raiders are not on the 
brink of the big time. 

Without question, the little team from Lubbock is drawing 
more attention than ever — and not all of it good. Last spring, 
an NCAA investigation into the program turned one year old. 
Simultaneously, 2,000-yard rusher/minister Byron Hanspard 
confessed skipping his final examinations — thereby pulling a 
0.00 fall semester grade-point average — before publicly 
announcing he’d leave school a year early. 

The national media had a field day with that one. 

“We have a few negative things right now that most people go 
through when they get good,” Dykes said recently. “I talked to 
Bobby Bowden at Florida State. I talked to Joe Paterno at Penn 
State. When both of those teams got good, they had heck happen- 
ing all the time. 

“| think that is just part of the process of being good. You have 
got to be able to withstand. You have to be able to persevere in this 
business, and I think we are headed in the right direction.” 

Tech persevered well enough last season to finish 7-5 overall, 
take second place in the Big 12 South Division and qualify for its 
fourth bowl in four years. 

Even so, it was not the most pleasant fall. 

“I love Tech and I really feel bad about all the undue, bad pub- 
licity we have had lately,” said Dykes who, beginning his 11th full 
season, is the longest-tenured football coach in school history. “It 
really makes you wonder sometimes. It is a sad scenario when you 
have that kind of feeling. It takes a lot of the icing off the cake. It 
really does take a lot of fun out of the game.” 

The Raiders figure they can derive plenty 
of fun by winning the Big 12 South this sea- 
son. They proved they weren't out of their 


If the Raiders are to compete as successfully as last year, an 
experienced defense will have to show the way. An offense rife with 
unripe players at tailback, tight end, wide receiver and the critical 
left tackle position may take time to mesh. 

The defense, on the other hand, returns seven starters. Junior 
end Montae Reagor (6-2, 250) led the line with 80 tackles last sea- 
son and is the top honors candidate in Tech’s eight-man front. 

Seniors Corey Chandler (6-5, 258) and Cody McGuire (6-5, 
276) are dependable in the middle, and squatty Jason Jones (6-1, 
298) showed promise to match his girth last year as a true fresh- 
man. Massive junior Cody Patton (6-6, 279) suffered a broken leg 
in the first half of the 1996 opener at Kansas State. If he returns at 
his previous performance level, Tech will have a four-man rotation 
inside and one that comprises a team strength. 

The Raiders can’t replace the playmaking ability Tony 
Daniels provided at end. He was responsible for 11 tackles for 
loss, seven sacks and four fumble recoveries. But they profess 
confidence in smallish sophomores Taurus Rucker (6-0, 248) 
and Keith Cumby (5-10, 212). 

Although Butler (6-1, 251) is the lone returnee among four line- 
backers, the Raiders could be just as good at those positions as last 
year. That’s because new starters Kevin McCullar (6-3, 230) at 
inside linebacker and Ty Ardoin (6-0, 203) at strongside linebacker 
are among the best athletes on the team. McCullar, a prep quarter- 
back and safety, wowed teammates in spring practice. Ardoin is 
among the five fastest players on the squad. 

“We have the best team defensive speed I've seen,” senior 
guard Chris Whitney said. “I think they're going to be very hard for 


league last year. Literally giving Nebraska a 
touchdown on the game’s first play and 
hanging tough into the fourth quarter of a 
24-10 loss was a watershed moment. 

A team that also had been punchless for 
years on the road broke though with wins at 
Kansas and Texas A&M. 

“There might have been questions in 
other people’s eyes or their minds,” senior 
middle linebacker Eric Butler said. “As far as 
our team, we knew we could compete with 
anybody and we feel that we can compete 
with anybody.” 

ZEBBIE LETHRIDGE RETURNS WITH MORE OF A 
PHYSIQUE THAN EVER AND A 21-12 RECORD AS 
TECH’S STARTING QUARTERBACK. 

PHOTO BY CHRIS FAYTOK 


1996: 7-5 overall, 5-3 Big 12 (2nd 
South) 

| COACH: Spike Dykes — At Tech: 63-52- 

1, 10 years; Overall: 63-52-1, 10 

years. 

| RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 Offense, 
7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Zebbie 
Lethridge, FB Sammy Morris, WR Don- 
nie Hart, DE Montae Reagor, LB Eric 
Butler, CB Tony Darden, K Jaret 
Greaser 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense 

has been above average the past few 

seasons, and could improve with seven 

returning starters and more speed. A 


youthful offense at least has a senior 

quarterback. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Clint Robert- 
son’s April knee surgery means a tail- 
back-oriented offense must put the 
onus on someone who has never 
played a down of college ball. And the 
passing game was shaky to start with. 

OVERVIEW: By challenging Nebraska 

last year and getting noticeably 

improved results on the road, Tech val- | 
idated its inclusion in one of college 
football’s high-rent districts. Now a vet- 

eran defense may have to steal a 

game or two for the Raiders to improve 

on seven wins. 
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ED RAIDERS*RECRUITING: 


Name / Position Size METOWN HiGH ScHoot / Couece Name / Position 7 HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 

Antwan ALEXANDER DB 5-11, 180 Midland Dan MARTIN OL Las Vegas, NV College of the Desert 

All-State # Two-time All-District # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list @ As Twortime All-Conference # Play in nd national junior chs All-American All-Star game. 

a senior, had 64 tackles, eight interceptions, two caused fumbles and five special teams tackles. 
John NORMAN DB 6-2, 180 Midland 

Jason COFFEY RB 5-11, 215 Mesquite North Parade All-American Ranked No. 4 defensive back nationally by SuperPrep # "Rated No. 2 strong safely 

Dallas Moming News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 100 list # As a senior, ran for 1,483 yards and nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Top 

16 touchdowns @ Suffered season-ending intemal injury during state playoffs @ District Most Valuable Player 100 list @ As a senior, had 80 tackles, six interceptions and hwo fumble recoveries. 

Jamaal CRISP QB 61,195 Dallas Carter Anthony PATRICIO OG 6-4, 310 Van N UA Valley JC 

Ranked No. 61 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Injured during second quarter of season opener and did | All-West State Received the LA Valley Monarch Award hei, academics and cihzenship  Partici- 

not play afterward as a senior Dallas Moming News Top 100 00 fst pated in spring drills, 

Derek DORRIS DB 6-2, 185 Azle Adle Dorion PITTS DB 6-2, 185 Lubboc! 

All-State # Two-time District Most Valuable Player @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ All-District on Named among Top 10 players in South Plains region or Lubbock Avalanche ae + fF Seca team All- 

offense and defense @ Had 12 career interceptions @ As a senior, ran for 950 yards and 10 touchdowns. State @ As a senior, had 71 tackles and seven interceptions. 

Paul ERICKSON OL 6-5, 255 Arlington Martin Robert RICHARDSON DE/IB 6-2, 230 Dallas Carter 

All-District # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 list. Dallas Moming News Top 100 list All-District. 

Rick FIELDER OT 6-4, 290 Powhatan, VA Mt, San Jacinto JC Dominic RHODES RB 5-9, 190 Abilene Cooper 

Honorable mention junior college All-American @ All-State and All-League last season # Participated in Ranked No. 47 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # As a senior, rushed 

spring drills. for 2,193 yards and scored 25 touchdowns @ Helped team fo stale championship game ¢ In six postseason 
games as a senior, rushed for over 1,000 yards and 18 touchdowns. 

Stoney GARLAND DT 6-6, 285 Plains Navarro JC 

Ranked No. 77 junior college prospect nationally by SuperPrep # Two-time All-Conference @ Prep All-State Cole ROBERTS TE 6-5, 235 Shallowater Shallowater 

@ Twortime All-District # Member of basketball and track teams. Ranked No. 12 tight end prospect ‘nationally and No, 31 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep # Rated No. 9 

tight end prospect es by National Recruiting Advisor # Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston 

Matt HEIDER OL 4, 256 Roswell, NM Goddard ¢ ronicle Top 100 list # As a senior, had 50 catches for 834 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

All-State All-District @ Helped ae to state playoffs. 
Shane ROBERTS OT 65, 285 Scottsdale, AZ Scottsdale CC 

Som HOOKS LB 6-4, 220 Cameron Twortime All-Arizona Conference and All-Southwest Region # Participated in spring drills, 

Ranked No. 70 pone in Texas by SuperPrep @ Houston Chronicle Top 100 bie @ Waco Tribune-Herald 

Top 100 list # All-State District Most Valuable Player @ Was in on 236 tackles during past wo seasons # David SIMMONDS WR 5-10, 175 New Braunfels New Braunfels 

Asa senior, had 84 solo tackles, 50 assists and 12 tackles for loss. All-District at wide receiver and running back @ As a senior, caught 28 passes for 315 yards and three 
touchdowns @ Ran for 637 yards and six touchdowns, 

J, P. JANSEN TE 63, 210 Buda Hayes Consolidated 

Two-time All-District @ Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, caught 10 passes re 143 yards and one TERRELL DB/LB 5-10, 171 Houston Madison 

touchdown # Caught Iwo Iwo-point conversion passes @ Two-time academic All-District, mae No, 32 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list @ District Defensive 
Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 118 total tackles, six interceptions and six caused fumble: 

Kris KOCUREK OL/DL 6-5, 240 Caldwell Caldwell 

Ranked No. 94 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Houston Chronicle Detwill WILLIAMS LB 62,2 Lubbock Estacado 

Top 100 list # Waco Tribune-Herald Top 100 list # All-State # Two-time All-District on offense and defense. All-District on offense and defense @ A: South Plains # mee Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, 
had 128 total tackles, 13 quarterback pressures and five sacks, 

Devin LEMONS LB 63, 220 Pampa 

Ranked No. 56 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ ‘bales s Morning News Top 100 list # Three-time All-Dis- Lance WILUAMS OL 6-2, 270 Arlington Bowie 

trict @ As a senior, had 68 tackles, three sacks and a 70-yard fumble retum for a touchdown # Caught 25 Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 list # All-District 

passes for 431 yards and five scores. 
Ricky WILLIAMS RB 5-9, 175 Duncanville Duncanville 

Jason MAY OL/DL 64, 276 Odessa Ranked No, 72 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # As a senior, gained 

Honorable mention All-State # Two-time All-District @ As a senior, had 29 ies one uli fumble, Wwo 1,669 yards on 200 carries and scored 20 touchdowns # Caught 29 passes for 267 yards # Two-time All- 

sacks and 14 quarterback hurries, District @ Helped team to undefeated regular season. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(7-5-0 5- 3-0) __-_____|PASSING ; Tt Aug. 30 at Tennessee 
& NAME Art Comp Yarps" 
14 Kansas State 2) lethridge -267,—S117,-—«:'1686 «43.8 «11 ~«~6| =| Sept. 13 SW Louisiana 
Cavazos 3 0 0 00 0 0 
31 Oklahoma State | 
RUSHING Sept. 20 North Texas 
12 Georgia 15 NAME No Yarns Avec lc TD 
Sas tah Siaie 20 |Hanspard 339 2084S 61s 7213 Oct. 4 — atBaylor 
= | Lethridge 130 342 2.6 39 Zz = - 
45 _ Baylor 24 Ervin 35 280 Ge Ov aAsiee 1 Oct. 11 Kansas 
30 = K 7 Morris 29 226 «7.8 35 4 
SE | RECEIVING | Oct. 18  atNebraska 
10 Nebraska 24 Name No Yarps AVG 1D 
13 Texos AEM 10 ak a ae Oa ee Oct. 25 Texas A&M 
: McKenzie 21 227 10.8 22 0 
32 Texas 38 | Hanspard 17 1920 ise 23a Nov. 1. Kansas State 
- = Morris 13 221 17.0 81 2 
56 SW Louisiana 2) DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 — at Texas 
22 Oklahoma 12 Tacktes: Johnson, R. 100; Brown, J. 82; Reagor 80. Nov. 15 at Oklahoma State 
ALAMO BowL Interceptions: Johnson, R. 3; Darden 3; Turner 2. H a 
| QB Sacks: Daniels 7; Reagor 4; Butler 4; Brown, J. 3. 
0 lowa 27 | TACKLES For Loss; Daniels 11; Reagor 9; Brown, J. 7. Nov. 22 Oklahoma 
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JUNIOR DONNIE HART (TEAM-HIGH 22 CATCHES, 494 YARDS, FOUR TOUCHDOWNS) IS ONE 
OF THE ONLY CERTAINTIES IN THE RECEIVER CORPS. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


any offense to contend with. The way they 
swarm to the ball is amazing.” 

It remains to be seen, however, 
whether the young head-turners such as 
McCullar and Ardoin have the instincts of 
the departed seniors they replace — four- 
year heart-and-soul types Anthony Armour 
and Robert Johnson. 

“| think we're quicker on defense than 
we have been,” Dykes said. “It's hard to 
replace good players that started for a long 
time for you. But they've done a pretty 
doggone good job of it so far.” 

Tech coaches moved slender senior 
Duane Price (5-11, 182) from backup 
safety to first-team raider outside linebacker 
because they felt his talent called for more 
playing time. 

Senior Tony Darden (6-0, 196), who 
played quarterback and wide receiver his 
first two college seasons, was a hit last year 


after taking a cornerback job on a near- 
emergency basis. He intercepted three 
passes and broke up three more. Darden 
has the size and muscle to handle the big- 
ger receivers who sometime give junior 
Corey Turner (5-9, 171) trouble on the 
other side. 

Senior free safety Dane Johnson (5-11, 
195) appeared on the verge of college star- 
dom in 1995, when he recorded four inter- 
ceptions and seven pass breakups. But 
Johnson had a puzzling drop-off last season 
when he missed more tackles and inter- 
cepted only one pass. 

“At the safety position, Dane John- 
son really needs to improve his play,” 
Dykes said. 

What defensive coordinator John 
Goodner took from spring practice was not 
only security from his first unit, but high 
hopes for his second unit. Outside 


linebackers Reagan Bownds and Robby 
Cartwright and inside linebackers Kyle 
Shipley, Tim Duffie and Jonathan 
Hawkins all had their moments. So did 
young defensive backs Darwin Brown, 
Rickey Hunter and Brian Giddens. 

“In the past, we've had 10, 11, 12 kids, 
and we dropped off pretty good after that,” 
Goodner said. “I think we're a little better 
depth-wise at this particular time.” 

Contrast that with the lament of offen- 
sive coordinator Rick Dykes, who longs for 
a dozen players on whom he can depend. 
Graduation and Hanspard’s departure cut 
a wide swath. 

“We probably had more inexperience 
this spring than we've ever had,” Rick 
Dykes said. 

Senior Zebbie Lethridge, at 205 
pounds, returns with more of a physique 
than ever and a 21-12 record as Tech’s 
starting quarterback. Despite his career 
touchdown passes-to-interceptions ratio of 
37-21 and his Lubbock roots notwithstand- 
ing, a faction of Tech fans would trade 
Lethridge for his understudy, Rob Peters. 

Lethridge, whose completion percent- 
age dipped to 43.8 last year from 50.6 the 
year before, says he’s learned to live with 
the criticism. 

“I wouldn't have made All-Big 12 if | 
had the bad season some people thought | 
had,” Lethridge said. 

Indeed, Lethridge was accorded sec- 
ond-team all-league status by conference 
coaches. He passed for 1,686 yards and 11 
touchdowns and ran for seven more scores. 

“The thing that drives (opposing 
coaches) crazy — and the hardest thing 
to defend — is when he takes off (scram- 
bling),” Rick Dykes said. “Everything is 
man-to-man coverage underneath, and 
they have nobody to account for the 
quarterback. They've got a lot of respect 
for him as an athlete, and that scares them 
to death.” 

Junior Donnie Hart (team-high 22 
catches, 494 yards, four touchdowns) 
and senior Malcolm McKenzie (21-227-0) 
are the only certainties in the receiver 
corps. However, a pair of redshirt freshmen 
— lanky Tim Baker (6-5, 200) and con- 
verted cornerback Mark Washington — 
figure prominently. 

Seniors Stacy Mitchell and Sheldon 
Bass both missed spring drills to attend to 
academics. Their return, though uncertain 
at this point, would help. 

Regardless, the Raiders plan to throw 
more short passes and aim more toward 
the tight end. Sophomore Tim Winn (6-4, 
235) won the team’s most improved player 
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Pos, Class 


Hr. Wr. HomeTown 


Pos. Class 


Hr, 


Wr. HOMETOWN 


94. Kyle Alamon TE So 63 27) Wibod 72. Nick lee OL kk 87 321 DeSoto 

2 Aron iB k 60 185 Beomd 8 Zebbielesheridge QB Sr 60 192 Lubbock 

81 TimBoker WR Fr 65 184 Borger ---s—=—S*« tomy Mebvough = RB Fr S11 195 Becumont 

18 Sheldon Boss WR ok 510 192 Odewo Rory Malouf OL fr 62 260 Levelond 

59 Json Belden © Fe SIV 261 Son Ano 5 Kevin McCullr 1B So 63 205 ining 

39° Mike Benefield GK SONS ie. = 6h SeeMdodden OL fr 65. 272) Houien 
ChisBitho = PK or «G0 171 ‘Tempe “7h Cody McGuire NI St 65 276 Crone 

23 ReogonBownds Bd ~=«S10. 170 Eberodo 17 Malcolm McKenzie = WR Sr «62211 Son Antonio 

3. Dorwin Brown So Sil 163. Tyler 8 Story Michell WR S55 150 DeSoo 

48 Eric Bur BOS «G1 251 Wichita Falls 42. Soar Manis RB So 60 212 Son Anionio 

3B Toby Cony RB So 510 166 Bonovides 12 DevidNichl WR So. 510 182 Dolls 

77 Erk Corruth O k 64 2d Redpd ‘Anihony Patio = OL sdk, G&A 310 Van Nuys, CA 

36 Robby Cartwrighh = «SSeS 193 Boyd 99. Cody Potion NT ok 66 279 Fedo 

93 Corey Chondler —sDT.-=«sSr_~—=«65 258 Son Ankonio 71 Tery Paton TE fr 61 285. WichilaFols 

“2 KethCodum == RB'Sa.G 29M. Goldwcile, 9 Rob Peters @ So 63 219 Koy 

62 Justin Colingsworth OL Jr 65 288 Pompo a en a ee 

52 Wiliam Culpepper «Br «60-222 Cleburne 53. Zoc Potter TE 63 218 MarbleFals 

46 Keih Gumby DE ok 510 209 Von 1 Duane Price SSS 51). 165. College Sttion 

11 Tony Darden CS 60 (196 SonAnionio 83. Jay Pogh CS 63 267 Abilene 

58 John DePosquale —QL_-—sFr._~—« G4 268 Houston Coleb Reins DE fr 60 229 Ab 

26 Tim Dulie IB So S11 218 Jelferson 34 MonloeReagor -«DE-—sdk_—«Ss&2 249. Waxahachie 

"32 JomesEoserling —«RBsFr.«=«S9«182 Hoon 27 Rudolph Renda RB So SI) 225 Kole 
Rick Fielder Ok 64 290 Powhaton, VA 25. Brian Roberson P So. 217A Richardson 

31. Joe Fite SS 59 16h SonAnionio Shane Roberts OL Jt 65 283 Scoltsdale, AZ 

10. Brian Giddens C fr 510 171 Tle 2 ClntRoberon RBs So. G0 179. Dalks 

97 VoretGresr = PK «= G0 180. Amarillo 5) John Robinon = Bsr «5:10 196 Son Antonio 
Jonathon Gray O fr 65 380 Lubbock 98. Tony Rogers PK Sr). “(184 Plano 

50 Robert Hoddon C ok 63 25 Eues 89. Tourus Rucker DE So 60 24h Denison 

6 AaronHoncock NI Sr 63-277 Ahord Kyle Sanders OL fr 61 281 Monchans 

@ JoysonHonsen = OLS 297 Kelowna, BC. 83 KyleShipey  -«B.So. «63.232 Atinglon 

82. Donnie Har WR i 61 187 Wolfedh Brion Smith OL ok 61 20 EPao 
Jonathon Hawkins 'Bsr~=«S10. 216. Wichita Fol 2B. Oscor Solis ® So 58 172. Skin 

8B Philip Hayes WR So 60 178 Corrollon 16 Matt Tis Bk 63. 209 Flower Mound 

14 Jeremy Hemondez = «Pk S1) 190 Midlond 96 Duane Toiver DE fr 61 27 KnoxGiy 

40. Horlond Hil RB Fr 510 202 CederHil 2) Corey Turner Gos kn 59" 17 DiS, 

12. Rickey Huner FS fr 510 (167 Dols 19 Mark Weshingon WR Fr S11. ‘181 Sweeney 

95 Plin =sdTE:CsC«SrSs«G2. 253 Rockwall 6 Chris Whitney OL S 63 278 Pom 

13 Done Johnson FS Sr 511 195 Southlake 91 Tim Winn TE So 64 233 Longview 

90. Jason Jones DT So 61 314 Dolls 25 Jomnes Wright DB ok «510 167 Temple 

70 Kenneth Kocal DE 61 220 Waxahachie Roster ond depth char subjed fo change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Zebbie Lethridge, Sr/Rob Peters, So 

TB Clint Robertson, So/Anthony Malbrough, Fr iT 

FB. Sammy Morris, So/Harland Hill, Fr NT 

FL Malcolm McKenzie, Sr/Mark Washington, Fr RE 
“SE Donnie Hart, Jr/Tim Baker, Fr r : OLB Ir/Re 
TE Tim Winn, So/Zac Potter, Jr IB Eric Butler, Sr/Kyle Shipley, So 

LT — Jonathan Gray, Fr/Rick Fielder, Jr OLB Cull 

LG Chris Whitney, Sr/Shane Roberts, Jr = cB 

C Jay Pugh, Sr/Robert Haddon, Jr =) 7,6, x , Je/Dc 
RG Jayson Hansen, Sr/Erik Carruth, Jr Ss 

RT —_ Justin Collingsworth, Jr/Steve McFadden, Fr =) FS Dane Jo 

PK Jaret Greasor, Je/Tony Rogers, Sr P 


Taurus Rucker, So/Keith Cumby, Jr 


Ty Ardoin, Jr/Reagan Bownds, Jr 


Kevin McCullar, So/Tim Duffie, So 
Tony Darden, Sr/ Brian Giddens, Fr 
Corey Tumer, Jr/ Darwin Brown, So 
Duane Price, Sr/ Robby Cartwright, it 
Dane Johnson, Sr/ Rickey Hunter, Fr 

Jeremy Hemandez, Jr/Brian Roberson, Bt 


Montae Reagor, Jr/Kenneth Kacal, Jr 


Corey Chandler, St/Jason Jones, So 
Cody McGuire, Sr/Cody Patton, Jr 


————t 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ophomore I-back Clint Robertson 

was impressing coaches with his 

powerful running and confidence 
until he suffered two torn knee ligaments 
in the annual Red-Black game. His recov- 
ery period was projected at four to eight 
months after April surgery. 

Anthony Malbrough and James East- 
erling, who was second team until he suf- 
fered a midspring concussion, will get first 
call if Robertson can’t return. Tech also 
expects freshmen signees Dominic Rhodes 
from Abilene Cooper and Ricky Williams 
from Duncanville to compete for time, 
assuming both qualify academically. 

“They're going to get a good look at 
that position just because of the lack of 
depth,” said offensive coordinator Rick 
Dykes. 

Improving the team’s 44 percent 
passing average is a pressing issue. The 
Raiders concentrated in the spring on a 
three-step-drop passing game and more 
consistent route running. 

The team also plans to throw more to 
the tight end and do a better job attacking 
zone coverage underneath. 

¢ Ted Unbehagen joined the Houston 
staff after spending 10 seasons as Texas 
Tech’s offensive line coach. Clovis Hale, 
Tech’s line coach in 1986, was hired as 
his replacement. Hale spent the past 10 
years at Texas and Southern Methodist. 

¢ Redshirt freshman Terry Patton 
returned from defensive tackle to tight 
end, his original position, to ease a severe 
depth problem. Sophomore Kyle Allamon 
will be a key player at that position if he 
regains academic eligibility. 

Other position switches included 
senior Duane Price from free safety to 
raider, redshirt freshman Rickey Hunter 
from cornerback to free safety, and junior 
Zac Potter from defensive end to tight 
end. Price will start. Hunter and Potter 
both are top backups. Special teams 
standout Joe Fite moved from free safety 
to wide receiver. 

¢ Split end Donnie Hart, Tech's top 
returning receiver, missed all but one 
spring practice with a pulled quadriceps 
muscle. Also down for the spring were 
junior cornerback Mike Benefield with a 
severe ankle sprain, and junior defensive 
tackle Cody Patton, who suffered a broken 
leg last season. 

— Don Williams 
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AS A JUNIOR, TONY DARDEN EXCELLED AT 
CORNERBACK DESPITE NOT HAVING PLAYED 
DEFENSE SINCE HIGH SCHOOL 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


award for spring practice. 

The Raiders were wonderfully free of 
major injury in the spring — until the 
very last day. Then sophomore starting 
I-back Clint Robertson — Hanspard’s 
understood successor — suffered two 
torn right knee ligaments. Robertson, 
who had impressed coaches with his 
eager attitude and tough running style, 
underwent surgery April 9 and was 
deemed out from four to eight months. 

The bulk of the rushing game now will 
fall to redshirt freshman James Easterling 
(5-9, 182), speedy sophomore Anthony 
Malbrough (5-11, 195) or possibly true 
freshman Dominic Rhodes. The latter 
rushed for 2,193 yards last season for a 
state finalist Abilene Cooper team. 

Tech coaches openly discuss the alter- 
native, too, of moving 223-pound fullback 
Sammy Monis to I-back. Before academic 
troubles cut his 1996 season short, Morris 
averaged 7.8 yards per carry and scored six 
touchdowns, giving Tech its best produc- 
tion from a fullback in 10 years. 

Senior center Jay Pugh (6-3, 287) and 
senior guard Chris Whitney (6-3, 278) are 
back in the front wall. Otherwise, new line 
coach Clovis Hale was greeted by mostly 
inexperience upon his arrival from South- 
ern Methodist. Tech lost six seniors who 


Darden’s Not Competing for Second Best 


Tech’s fourth consecutive bow! season. 
Tony Darden, having played not a lick 
of defense since his sophomore year in high 
school, moves to cornerback for his junior 
year in college and excels, 

Surprising stuff, huh? Well, less so if you 
know the guy. 

“Tony Darden is the most competitive 
individual I’ve ever met,” said Eric Butler, 
Darden’s roommate and the Red Raiders’ 
senior middle linebacker, “It doesn’t matter 
what it is, who it’s against or how many 
times he has to do it, he’s up to the chal- 
lenge. He’s never satisfied with being sec- 
ond best, and that really catapulted him to 
being a good corner.” 

Good enough that the Red Raiders are 
convinced he can progress from novice to 
one of the best Big 12 cover men this sea- 
son. Darden shared the team lead last year 
with three interceptions and points out that 
he dropped two more. 


[ was one of the upbeat stories of Texas 


reached a composite 100 career starts. 

Tech will depend on huge redshirt 
freshman tackle Jonathan Gray (6-5, 375) 
to protect Lethridge’s blind side. 


“The biggest worry I have about 
Jonathan is inexperience,” Hale said. “He 
has pretty good pass-drop technique.” 

Junior tackle Justin Collingsworth 
(6-5, 288) and senior guard Jayson 
Hansen (6-4, 297) will open on the right 
side. Hansen and second-team center 
Robert Haddon were two of the pleasant 
surprises of the spring. Hansen, who 
missed last season with a troublesome 
knee, was impressive enough to edge out 
Erik Carruth, Tech’s most experienced 
blocker after Pugh and Whitney. 

“Hansen is just so strong. He has out- 
standing strength,” Hale said. “I just felt like 


“Tt seems to me that I was meant to 
play this position,” said Darden. “Quarter- 
back’s still my first love, but I’m maturing 
and developing as a cornerback, and I like 
it better than receiver.” 

Darden wasn’t named a starter on the spot 
when he moved from wide receiver to corner 
in the spring of 1996. Defensive coordinator 
John Goodner wasn’t sure what he was getting. 
But he knew Darden was the same guy who 
had been a prolific passing quarterback in high 
school, who had averaged 21 yards per catch 
as a receiver in 1994 and who had caught 
seven passes in the 1995 Copper Boul. 

“I don’t think you can play quarterback 
and have a chance to play, play wide receiver 
and have a chance to play and do the job he 
did last year at cornerback without being 
pretty doggone competitive,” Goodner said. 

That's the essence of Darden. 

“It would be really hard for him to fail at 
anything,” Butler said. “He doesn’t take it 
well, and | think that’s a good way to be.” |_] 


at the time he was the guy we needed at 
right guard.” 

Hale also is optimistic about tackles 
Rick Fielder and Steve McFadden, Carruth 
and Shane Roberts, a junior college transfer 
who is backing up at left guard. 

“] think there’s enough depth that we 
can have a pretty good two-deep offensive 
line,” Hale said. 

The kicking game appears to be in 
good hands. Junior Jaret Greaser con- 
verted 12 of 18 field goals last season 
and was named third-team All-Big 12. 
Junior Jeremy Hernandez punted for a 
41-yard average. 

The schedule sends Tech to Tennessee 
for the earliest opener in school history 
Aug. 30. It’s the sort of rugged opponent 
that Tech has grown accustomed to in 
preparing for league battles. 

“] think the competition in the Big 12 
brings out the best in everybody. There’s 
no question about that,” Spike Dykes said. 
“But the season we had last year was a lit- 
tle disappointing. We really thought we had 
a chance to win the Southern half. 

“But I was pleased with the way we com- 
peted. Certainly, we would like to be a viable 
contender for the championship game and 
hope that’s where we're headed.” 

— Don Williams 
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 |HOUSTON 


COUGARS 


UH Hopes to Build on Championship Year 


ven the most overzealous Univer- 

sity of Houston fans aren't so bold 

as to place their improving 
Cougars on the same level with Florida. On 
the other hand, all UH fans thoroughly 
enjoy pointing out at least one similarity 
between the two football programs: 

Florida won the 1996 national cham- 
pionship. But Houston can claim it won 
the 1996 USA championship. 

Conference USA, of course. But 
while the competition Houston faced was 
far less imposing than what Florida 
encountered, Cougar faithful quickly point 
out that there was nothing “mythical” 
about UH'’s title. 

“(Florida’s) just lucky we didn’t play 
them last year,” says fifth-year UH coach 
Kim Helton, his tongue planted firmly 
in cheek. “But in all seriousness, we're 
very proud to be the first Conference 
USA champions. 

“Winning that title and going to the 
Liberty Bowl did a great deal for our out- 
look, image, and our confidence.” 

Certainly, the 1997 Cougars have 
plenty of momentum to build upon for the 
first time in recent history. Doormats in 
the final years of the Southwest Confer- 
ence, Houston enjoyed a rather amazing 
turnaround season in 1996. 

The Cougars, just 2-9 in 1995, went 
7-5 last year, completing their first win- 


CONFERENCE USA 
PICKS 


1. Southern Mississippi 
Tough defense, plus consistent offense 
equals championship. 

2. East Carolina 
An inexperienced offensive line is the only 
weak link. 

3. Cincinnati 
One of the biggest offensive lines in 
the country. 

4. Louisville 
Special teams must improve from 
last season. 

5. Houston 
Defending champions lost too much 
on offense. 

6. Memphis 
The Tigers can't find the end zone 
often enough. 

7. Tulane 
Coach Tommy Bowden struggles in 
Green Wave debut. 


ning season since 1990. Houston also 
was the first team in Texas to win seven 
games, clinch its conference title and 
receive a bowl invitation. 


The breakthrough season wasn’t nec- 


essarily a fluke or a mere case of inferior 
competition in Conference USA. Outside 
the conference, Houston was tough, nar- 
rowly missing a major upset of LSU (35- 
34) and holding its own against perennial 
powers like USC and Syracuse. 


Coucars At A GLANCE 


1996: 7-5 overall, 4-1 C-USA (1st) 

Coach: Kim Helton — At Houston and 
Overall: 11-33-1, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 6 Offense, 
10 Defense; Kicker, Punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: C Ben Fricke, LB 
Mike Parker, TB Ketric Sanford, CB 
William Fields, DE Louis Hampton, LB 
Vaughn Washington 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: For the first time 
in the Kim Helton era, the Cougars 


enter a season with momentum and 
confidence. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The loss of quar- 
terback Chuck Clements and the addi- 
tion of East Carolina in C-USA could 
make it tough for UH to repeat. 

OVERVIEW: On paper, it doesn’t look 
like Houston should be the favorite to 
repeat as C-USA champions, but after 
last year, it’s probably not wise to bet 
against UH. 
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“Now, teams will be gunning for us,” 
senior center Ben Fricke said. “That's 
OK. | like being the team to beat. After 
the two previous years (a combined record 
of 3-19), it’s a nice change.” 

One change that is not so anticipated 
is taking place at quarterback. Gone is 
three-year starter Chuck Clements, who 
departed as the school’s third-leading all- 
time passer behind David Klingler and 
Andre Ware. 

That leaves the starting QB opening to 
a quartet of players — sophomores Tyson 
Helton and Glenn Odell and redshirt fresh- 
men Jason McKinley and Brian Thiebaud — 
with virtually no game experience. 

Of equal concern to Helton is replacing 
both starting offensive tackles from a year 
ago. The rest of the offensive front appears 
to be solid, with Fricke and guards Wilbert 
Brown and Truett Novosad returning. 

There also are concerns at wide 
receiver, where the Cougars lose two fifth- 
year seniors and will probably need to rely 
heavily on true freshmen. 

The best news offensively is that last 
year’s Conference USA Freshman of the 
Year, running back Ketric Sanford, 
returns after averaging 5.1 yards per carry 
last season. 

Defensively, the Cougars appear to be 
in good shape, as they shift to a 3-4 align- 
ment. Senior all-conference inside linebacker 
Mike Parker has averaged over 100 tackles 
in each of his first three seasons, and senior 
inside linebacker Vaughn Washington also is 
an all-conference caliber player. 

In fact, UH returns four other defenders 
— tackle Mike Knepper, outside linebacker 
Micah Malone, cornerback William Fields 
and end Louis Hampton — who received 
some honors from C-USA last year. 

“We're probably not going to catch 
anybody by surprise this year,” Helton 
says. “But that’s good. When people are 
aiming for you, it means you've had some 
success. That’s what we've been striving 
for all along.” 

— Rusty Burson 
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BIG 12 RECRUITING 
continued from page 107. 


TEXAS TECH 


The Red Raiders probably benefited the most from the former 
Southwest Conference teams’ move to the Big 12. It gave Tech 
an in with more blue-chip players and improved the overall quality 
of its class compared to recent years. Coach Spike Dykes said he 
never had to refer to lists of players available if his No. 1 options 
didn’t work out though. 

Headliner: The player most likely to start as a freshman is 
Midland defensive back John Norman, considered the top safety 
in Texas. He picked off 21 passes in his career, and is a key 
signee because his brother Josh should be a big recruit in 1998 
and may lean toward following him. 

Sleeper: RB Ricky Williams could eventually make the pre- 
mature loss of Byron Hanspard easier to take if he can do for the 
Red Raiders what he did in leading Duncanville High to the play- 
offs with 1,484 yards and 19 TDs. 


KANSAS STATE 


The Wildcats’ group of 27 is considered deep and talented 
overall, but there is always a question with junior college transfers 
and Kansas State has 12 of them. If K-State had secured Corey 
Callens (OU) and Ladell Betts (lowa) — each of whom were 
rumored to be on their way to Manhattan — the class would be 
one of the Big 12’s top five. It did manage to keep Eric Gooden 
from going to a conference opponent. Gooden is expected to 
star, but at what position is unclear. 

Headliner: Julius McMillan is considered the wide receiver 
from the Midlands, and was nearly unstoppable as a prep kick 
returner. He could turn into one of the Big 12’s top threats. 

Sleeper: Lineman Dennis Jones of Dallas has an offensive 
lineman’s size (6-7, 280) but was an effective defensive lineman 
in high school. If he remains quick on his feet, he could earn 
quality time for the Wildcats. His father played at Kansas State. 


IOWA STATE 


The Cyclones’ class of 24 is solid and could spur Iowa State 
to advancement in the Big 12 standings. What is remarkable is 
lowa State’s ability to recruit outside of its region. It has signees 
from New York, California, Minnesota, Florida, Illinois, North 
Dakota and Kansas. Needs were addressed at offensive line with 
seven new players. Also, highly touted tight end William Perry- 
man is coming in from L.A. Valley College. 

Headliner: The favorite to make the biggest impact as a 
true freshman is linebacker Reggie Hayward (6-4, 220) of Dolton, 
Ill. Hayward was courted by Colorado, Wisconsin and Illinois ... if 
things work out academically, he could star in Ames. 

Sleeper: If linebacker Kevin DeRonde (6-5, 225) can muscle 
up a bit and still keep his track speed, he and Hayward could 
become a formidable duo in the middle of the defense. 
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A defining case of how a coaching change can affect recruit- 
ing. The Jayhawks’ recent success caused Minnesota to swoop in 
and take coach Glen Mason. With the program a bit in limbo, 
recruits looked elsewhere and the Jayhawks’ class fell into the bot- 
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tom half of the conference. Kansas did win the in-state battle with 
Kansas State for wide receivers Harrison Hill and Termaine Fulton. 

Headliner: There isn’t much debate here. Harrison Hill 
should be a star receiver, especially if JC quarterback Akili Rober- 
son can get him the ball. Hill caught over 3,000 yards worth of 
prep passes and 42 TDs. 

Sleeper: Texas running back David Winbush fell through 
the recruiting grip of A&M and ended up in Lawrence. Although 
he’s just 5-7, he has great speed and rushed for over 2,500 yards 
to lead Texas prepsters. 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Coach Bob Simmons and his staff missed out on some in- 
state kids, took chances on players who were hurt much of their 
senior seasons, and had to settle for junior college players to 
make a quick fix in the defense. With those variables, this will 
have to be considered a sleeper class. If a few players don’t wake 
up soon, though, the Cowboys could struggle. They did sign a 
bunch of kids in the “big athlete” role — those in the 6-3 to 6-5 
and 225 to 265 range — who could be moved around to fill 
whatever holes necessary. 

Headliner: B.J. Tiger is a strong two-way player: running 
back and defensive back. Also, JC transfer Shawn Clavelle is 
expected to start right away on the defensive line. 

Sleeper: At Dallas’ Carter High, elite recruits come in bun- 
dles. Tight end Tarrick McGuire missed his chance to become 
one due to an injury, but could eventually blossom. 


BAYLOR 


New coach Dave Roberts entered in December and went to 
work quickly with the home-grown talent, locking up 19 Texans, 
with just one out-of-stater. Roberts should be happy with his 
offensive line if Steve York (6-5, 318) and Luke Nichols (6-5, 
295) develop as expected. 

Roberts did a good job in the final week to secure players 
who were undecided, and was able to get York to pick his third 
school after committing to Washington and Houston. 

Headliner: York wasn’t on any preseason Texas 100 or 
players-to-watch lists, mostly because he’s from a small school. 
But his talent caught up with his size and started a battle that had 
people from Seattle to Houston engaged. 

Sleeper: Samir Al-Amin focused on offense as a senior, but 
when he switches to defensive back for the Bears, his athletic 
ability will likely make him an impact player early. 


MISSOURD 


The state of Missouri has produced a fair number of elite 
prospects recently, but the Tigers need to get more of them. Line- 
men Aaron Crittendon and Adrian Cole could be the best of the 
group that doesn’t include overwhelming skill position players. 

Headliner: Crittendon from St. Joseph’s, Mo., was one 
home-grown star who stayed home, and it could pay off with 
early playing time. At 6-5, 265, Crittendon also is a basketball 
and track standout whose ability on the line should be a plus. 

Sleeper: Although Delvin Devres was hurt most of his final 
high school season, Tigers coach Larry Smith was impressed 
enough with an athletic ability that combines speed and hang- 
time to offer him a scholarship as a defensive back. 

— Gary Brooks 
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Eagles Eyeing a Title Flight 


sion I-A competition — the Eagles’ roster was in deep 

trouble when it came to matching up against the big 
boys of college football. Two years later, however, UNT just 
appears to be deep. 

That could spell big trouble for the Eagles’ Big West Con- 
ference opponents. 

“I do feel much better about this team than I have (the past 
two years),” says Matt Simon, the Eagles’ fourth-year head 
coach. “There is a lot more competition going on at each posi- 
tion, and we’re much deeper throughout our team. We feel like 
we have the nucleus in place to help us contend for the confer- 
ence championship.”, 

That Simon would allow himself to even utter the words 
“us” and “conferencé championship” in the same sentence is a 
clear indication of how far the Eagles have progressed in a 
short,time. SE, 

Two seasons ago, Nétth Texas went just 2-9 as a Division 
I-A independent. Then in 1996, UNT completed the ninth-best 
turnaround among I-A schools, finishing 5-6 overall and 3-2 in 
league play. And with 15 starters and 39 lettermen returning, 
the Eagles may indeed be legitimate title contenders in 1997. 

“It won't be easy,” Simon says. “There are definitely some 
questions that need to be addressed. But | think we have a 
chance to be in the thick of the race.” 

If the Eagles are to win any kind of a race, they will need to 
be much better offensively than they were a year ago. In 1996, 
UNT scored 13 points or less in seven of 11 games. Further- 
more, North Texas ranked last in the Big West in total offense 
(217.6 yards per game), rushing offense (100.7 yards per 
game), and passing offense (116.8 yards per contest). 

The low point came in back-to-back games against Texas 


A s recently as 1995 — North Texas’ first season of Divi- 


EAGLES At A GLANCE 


1996: 5-6 overall; 3-2 Big West 

COACH: Matt Simon — At North Texas 
and Overall: 14-19-1, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 9 offense, 6 


defense terback, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: FS Dhati Lewis, LB 
Benny Cherry, SS Ron Riley, RB Hut 
Allred, WR Bo Harrison, C Phillip 
Armour 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: For the first time in 
the Matt Simon era, the Eagles have the 


West. 
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depth to win on the Division I-A level. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Eagles will 

need to be far more productive on 

offense, starting with the play at quar- 


OVERVIEW: Last year, the Eagles proved 
they could compete in the Big West 
Conference. This year, if they can sur- 
vive a tough September, the Eagles 
could prove they can win the Big 


A&M and Army, when North Texas rushed for a combined 
total of just three yards. 

The good news for the ground game is that junior Hut Allred 
finished strong in 1996, rushing for 642 of his team-high 907 
yards in the final five games. Simon also is extremely excited 
about the potential of incoming freshman running back JaQuay 
Wilburn, who has been clocked at 10.4 in the 100 meters. 

“I would not be surprised at all if that freshman steps in 
right away and makes an immediate contribution,” Simon says. 
“Some of our other true freshmen have a chance to play right 
away, as well.” 

It seems like virtually everyone on the team may get a 
chance to play quarterback. Senior Jason Mills started six 
games last year and is the favorite to earn the starting spot this 
season. But veterans Damon West and Josh Gulley, who com- 
bined to make the other five starts in ’96, along with junior col- 
lege transfer Melvin Daniels and redshirt freshman LaDarrin 
McLane, could all figure in this year’s quarterback plans. 

“Regardless who starts, we need to be more consistent in 
our quarterback play,” Simon says. “We need to find a guy who 
is a real play-maker, a guy who can make us go.” 

Fortunately for the Eagles, play-makers and go-getters are 
not difficult to find on the defensive side of the ball. Although 
UNT must replace some key players, six starters return from a 
unit that finished second in the conference in scoring and pass- 
ing defense a year ago. 

Linebacker Benny Cherry and free safety Dhati Lewis are 
two of the finest defensive players in the Big West. Lewis, 
along with strong safety Ron Riley and cornerback Detrion 
Woodson, form one of the toughest secondaries in the league. 

“We'll miss some of the guys who are gone from last 
year’s team,” Simon says. “But I think our defense Has the 
potential to be pretty darn good by the 
end of the season.” 

If the Eagles can survive in September, 
particularly late in the month when they 
face Big 12 members Texas Tech and 
Texas A&M on back-to-back weekends, 
the entire team certainly should be battle- 
tested once Big West play opens on Oct. 
4 at Idaho. 

“The schedule is very challenging 
again, and | would be kidding myself if | 
said our goal was to go undefeated,” 
Simon says. “But this year, for the first 
time since I’ve been here, we'll play a 
tough schedule with a little depth. That 
should make a real big difference for us.” 

— Rusty Burson 
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experience has made me a stronger 
person and a better quarterback.” 

Most of Frost’s on-the-field 
experiences were good last season. 
After passing for the most yards in a 
season by a Nebraska quarterback 
since Keithen McCant in 1991, Frost 
was selected as the Big 12’s Offen- 
sive Newcomer of the Year by the 
league's coaches. He was not usually 
flashy, but he was almost always 
effective. 

The exceptions came in the sec- 
ond week of the season, when the 
Cornhuskers were shocked by Arizona 
State, and the Big 12 championship 
game, when the Cornhuskers were 
shocked by Texas. 

lronically, Nebraska quarterbacks 
coach Turner Gill says it was in the 
dark days following the 19-0 loss to 
Arizona State when Frost shone the 
brightest. Under a siege of criticism 
for his 6-for-20, 66-yard perfor- 
mance, Frost stepped forward in 
practice and took an increased leader- 
ship role. 

“The way he responded after the 
loss was outstanding,” Gill said. “He 
showed great concentration and made 
sure this team kept its focus. From 
that point on, he got better and better 
each ballgame. He took a lot of heat, 
and so much of it wasn’t his fault. 

“Sure, we struggled offensively 
more last year than we had the previ- 
ous two years, but it certainly wasn’t all 
Scott’s fault. We had four I-backs, and 
none of them were healthy by the end of 
the year. That kept us from exploding 
offensively as much as anything else. 

“His supporting cast was not as 
strong as what Tommie had. I thought 
Scott had a very solid year, and I believe 
he’ll be even much better this season.” 

Stewart’s supporting cast also was a 
problem. The Aggies were plagued by 
dropped passes and inconsistent pass 
protection. Nevertheless, Stewart is the 
first to admit he had his fair share of 
individual struggles. 

After playing well in the season 
opener against BYU, Stewart threw four 
interceptions in a shocking loss to South- 
western Louisiana. Then in a key confer- 
ence game against Kansas State, 
Stewart's audible into a quarterback 
sneak cost A&M a touchdown at the end 
of the first half. The clock expired with 
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the Aggies out of timeouts on the 
KSU 1. A&M lost the game, 23-20, and 
Stewart shouldered the blame. 

The most disappointing aspect of 
Stewart's season, however, wasn’t an 


individual mistake or a single poor game. 


What concerned A&M fans the most 
was that Stewart failed to make substan- 
tial improvements as the season pro- 
gressed. He played well in the opener 
and passed for 385 yards against Col- 
orado in the Aggies’ Big 12 debut. But 
after some early success, Stewart strug- 
gled down the stretch. 

“It was kind of disappointing that 
Branndon started off the season pretty 
well, but didn’t make a lot of progress 
later on,” Texas A&M coach R.C. 
Slocum said. “We're going to have to 
have better, more consistent play from 
our quarterback this season than we did 
a year ago, and I believe Branndon is 
capable of doing that.” 


Slocum could well show a quicker 
hook for Stewart if he remains non- 
plused with the quarterback’s 
progress this season. But in the 
spring, the NCAA awarded Stewart a 
fifth year of eligibility (which he had 
previously lost with the timing of his 
transfer from Tennesee), which 
means he’s a junior again in 1997 

and gives him two years to improve at 
leading the Aggies’ offense. 

“T expect to see a completely differ- 
ent, much more comfortable, Branndon 
Stewart this season,” Slocum said. “Last 
year, the outside expectations were really 
high, even though he didn’t have much 
experience. That was basically like his 
freshman season. It was a tough situation 
for him.” 

Tough, indeed. In fact, it would be 
fair to say that Stewart, along with Frost, 
had a Dickens of a time last year. But 
now that the great expectations have 
subsided and both quarterbacks have 
matured, perhaps 1997 could become a 
classic season for the seniors. 

“It could be a fun year,” Frost says. 
“A lot of the pressure is off this team 
now. We’re not trying to live up to 
someone else’s expectations anymore. 
We just want to play football.” 

— Rusty Burson 


LARRY Sut THRIVES AT OL’ Mizzou 


188 Linpy’s Footsau. ANNUALS 


rhaps it was obscured in the three 
successive Rose Bowl games to 
® which Larry Smith coached South- 
ern California. Or perhaps it was cloaked 
in the glitz and haze of Los Angeles. 

But before Smith even coached his first 
game at USC, there were ample indications 
that this was an awkward fit. And not just 
because influential alumni — including O.J. 
Simpson — had disdained him because he 
had scant connection to USC. 

Consider his first visit with John 
Robinson, the former USC coach, who 
then was coaching the Los Angeles Rams 
and ultimately would replace Smith. 

“] just wanted to kind of get a feel of 
the do’s and don'ts, that kind of thing,” 
Smith said. 

So he did. But there was at least one 
tip that baffled Smith. As Smith prepared 
to leave, Robinson offered one final 
morsel to consider. 

“He told me I should get my actor’s 
guild card,” said Smith, discombobulated 
by the very notion. “I said, ‘What the hell 
would I want my actor’s guild card for? 
I’m not an actor.’ 

“He said, ‘Well, you might have 
an opportunity.’ 

“And that kind of set the tone, you 
know what I mean?” 

The tone, to Smith, was one of pomp 
and ceremony and glitter. Hobnobbing 
with boosters was perceived as more 
important than coaching itself. 

“I mean fund-raisers, ‘Salute to Troy’ 
... dah-dah-dah-dah, dah-dah-dah-dah ... 
it was endless,” he once said. “And it was 
really distracting.” 

To a degree, any coaching job entails 
contending with such surroundings. But 
few are as politically loaded as USC, and 
the marriage with Smith, a Midwestern 
soul from Van Wert, Ohio, in many ways 
seemed destined to unravel — as it did 
after the 1992 season. 

Now Smith is entering his fourth sea- 
son at the University of Missouri, where 
he inherited a program ravaged by insta- 
bility — and one that in 1997 will be 
seeking its first winning season since 
1983. Yet it’s clear that this seemingly 
burdensome rebuilding process is infi- 
nitely better suited to Smith, largely 
because he is in his element: one where 
his hard-hat, lunch-pail approach to the 
game is appreciated, not ridiculed. 
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“Cheryl (Smith’s wife) and I are Mid- 
westerners,” he said. “We’re more com- 
fortable here, and people are more 
comfortable with us.” 

Part of that comfort is the emphasis 
on stability. The MU athletic administra- 
tion, which could have been sued for non- 
support during the ’80s and early ’90s, 
has approved and is moving forth with 
scads of facilities improvements. It also 
has extended Smith’s contract into the 
next millennium. The continuity is allow- 
ing the program to mend and extend 
recruiting inroads, and this season’s team 
will feature only four players who were 
not Smith’s recruits. 

Having each aspect of the once-dis- 
jointed program moving in the same 
direction is beginning to manifest itself 
where it counts most. 

“I think you see that on the field,” 
said Smith, whose Tigers went 5-6 last 
season to achieve the school’s best record 
since 1988. “When you become stable, 
you have more of the people on the field 
who you want out there, they know what 
you want and they do it right away. Since 
they have the technique and understand- 
ing, you can focus on development.” 

The most obvious example is the 
offense, which Smith said “went through 
a lot of pain and suffering three years 
ago.” And MU fans right along with it: 
The rushing game was anemic, ranked 
behind 99 other programs, and in a 42-0 
loss to Illinois, Mizzou managed just one 
first down. That’s on rushing, passing and 
penalties ... combined. 

Last season? Missouri finished ninth 
in the nation in rushing and scored 30 
points or more in five games. A system 
has developed. Stability. 

“I’m not out looking for the next 
place I’m going to buy,” Smith said, 
laughing. “It (stability) allows you to 
settle in and have a long-range plan. 

Our administration has had the patience 
to allow you to put that into effect, 
knowing that that’s the tool you need for 
the lumps and bumps in the road that 
you encounter.” 

As obviously vital as the tool might 
seem — particularly with scholarship lim- 
its now at 85, hindering the hoarding of 
recruits that once facilitated rapid turn- 
arounds — it is just as often disregarded. 
Not just at Mizzou, but in epidemic fash- 
ion around the nation. 

“We live in a society of instant gratifi- 
cation,” Smith said. “It’s more evident 
than ever before. Coaches are hired and 
fired. Free agency. It’s just all over.” 


All of which is the antithesis of how 
Smith learned to see the world. His was a 
childhood suited to a Frank Capra movie 
or a Norman Rockwell canvas. He had a 
paper route, wore a leather helmet with 
no facemask, ate ice cream sundaes in 
the middle of the night, and lied about his 
age to play ball. By high school, Smith 
was working summers at Balyeat’s Coal 
and Building Supply, where his father had 
worked from the time he was 17. 

Larry Smith, the oldest of four 
children, would load and unload 
hundreds of cement blocks — 45 pounds 
each — every day. 

“My hands are extremely strong to 
this day,” he said, “and my forearms are 
like Popeye’s.” 

One of the fondest memories of his 


Everything was perfect 
for Smith in football: From 
seventh grade until his 


junior year of college at 


Bowling Green State, he 


never played in a losing 
football game. 


youth was his father’s penchant for detail 
when he was building a house. 

“He built that thing like a bomb shel- 
ter,” said Smith, who says he has tried to 
adopt the same philosophy. “Everything 
had to be perfect.” 

Everything was perfect for Smith in 
football: From seventh grade until his 
junior year of college at Bowling Green 
State, he never played in a losing football 
game. He was dumfounded when he 
finally lost, a 14-7 defeat against Ohio 
University in 1960. 

Smith had ended up at Bowling 
Green after receiving only a partial 
scholarship offer from the school he 
wanted to attend, Ohio State, and after 
a year at West Point ended with him on 
academic probation. 

But the concepts of the U.S. Military 
Academy weren't wasted on Smith, who 


went there largely because his father had 
hopes he would become an engineer. 
Smith gobbled up the discipline, and 
talks about it incessantly as the most 
crucial part of developing and maintain- 
ing a program. He coached briefly at the 
high school level before joining the staff 
of Bo Schembechler at Miami of Ohio, 
then Michigan. 

His time with Schembechler reaf- 
firmed the significance of discipline, 
stability and small-town values, and he 
would take those with him to Arizona as 
defensive coordinator, then to Tulane in 
1976 for his first collegiate head-coach- 
ing job. After three punishing seasons, 
going 9-24, the program blossomed, 
went 9-3 and earned a Liberty Bowl 
berth in 1979. 

Then it was on to Arizona, where 
Smith guided the program to six succes- 
sive winning seasons for the first time 
since the 1920s. Then came the ill-fated 
USC job, in the aftermath of which Smith 
and his wife took a year off to consider 
whether to return to coaching. 

When the Missouri job came open, 
Smith was immediately intrigued. MU 
had been a powerhouse in the 1960s 
and an upset king through the 70s, but 
since then had found itself in a tight, 
downward spiral. 

Al Onofrio, Warren Powers, Woody 
Widenhofer, Bob Stull — fine football 
men all, had been unable to establish any 
sort of momentum, or find a way to tap 
into the vast potential that left the Mis- 
souri program on a short list of under- 
achieving programs around the country. 

It was obvious that the program had 
potential, particularly considering it’s the 
only Division I-A football program in the 
state and located 125 miles from both 
Kansas City and St. Louis. 

In 100 years of football, only Don 
Faurot (1935-56) and Dan Devine (1958- 
70) had grown the kind of roots in 
Columbia, Mo., that went 10 years deep. 

But when Smith looked at the 
position, deep roots were precisely 
what he envisioned. Deep, Midwest 
roots, unlike the hard surface ground- 
cover of Hollywood. 

“I guess it really boils down to,” 
Smith once said, “I’m not a big-city per- 
son. I’m not a big-city coach. In Colum- 
bia, I feel comfortable in every respect.” 

“I’m not looking for a comfort zone ... 
I'm just saying that life’s a lot simpler now.” 

And he doesn’t have to try to act 
the part. Q 

— Vaje Gregorian 
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he Big 12 began much like the Big Eight ended — with Nebraska 
basically naming its score. 

But cracks appeared at the end of last season. Arizona State shut 
out the high-powered Men of Husk. Texas coach John Mackovic found a way 
to rout what had been called the best Nebraska defense ever in the first Big 12 
championship game. 

It wasn’t a fluke. 

Mackovic has been criticized for being an outsider in Hill Country until, 
of course, he won the big one. The 56-year-old Mackovic used a strange 
brew of strategy and psychology to make the Huskers heel. The 503 yards 
rung up on Nebraska in the 37-27 victory were the 11th most by an oppo- 
nent in Husker history. 

He also somehow had the Horns believing they were the ugly stepchil- 
dren of the Big 12. 

“Someone in a wheelchair, maybe someone diagnosed with a disease, 
can say, ‘You know, if those Texas Longhorns can do it, maybe we can,’” 
Mackovic said after upsetting the Huskers. 

Whoa there, big fella. Texas isn’t exactly ready to join the Salvation 
Army. Texas has all the tools to rule the Big 12 now and in the future. The 
largest stadium in the Big 12 will be expanded to 83,500 seats by the year 
2000. The budget of the men’s athletic department alone is higher than some 
Big 12 schools’ entire budgets. 

All this has gotten Texas at least a share of its last three conference 
crowns, That's the first time that happened since 1973. Fourteen starters 
feturn this season looking for No. 4. 

Still, they're waiting for the really big breakthrough season at Texas. 
None of the four Texas schools in the Big 12 have won a bow! game in the 
1990s. Texas has a lot of improving fo do on its 8-5 record to: 

a) get double-digit victories and, 

b) contend for the national championship. 

Despite the success, neither has happened since 1990. 


COACHING CHANGES 


Texas A&M revamped its coaching staff in the wake of last season's 
backsliding. Most notably, former UCLA offensive line coach Steve Marshall 
took over as offensive coordinator. Veteran Mike Hankwitz takes over 
the defense. 

Hankwilz is overseeing his third Big 12 defense of the 1990s. He was on 
Bill McCartney's last staff at Colorado before moving to Kansas. Hankwitz 
interviewed for the opening left by Glen Mason before KU hired Terry Allen. 

¢ Former Notre Dame offensive coordinator Dave Roberts took over at 
Baylor affer Chuck Reedy was fired following a 4-7 season. Roberts turned 
down an invitation to remain with Bob Davie at Notre Dame. While there, 
Roberts was responsible for installing a passing attack run mostly by Ron 
Powlus. Roberts comes to Baylor searching for a quarterback. Jermaine Alfred 
and Jeff Watson shared the position last year, neither with distinction. 

From 1984 through 1993, Roberts coached at Western Kentucky and 
Northeast Louisiana. He has also worked at Eastern Kentucky, Davidson and 
Vanderbilt. In 1986, Sports Iilustrated picked Roberts as one of the top five 
recruiters in the country. 

¢ Allen went from Division I-AA Northern lowa to Kansas, replacing Min- 
nesota-bound Mason. 

Allen, 39, spent 22 years as a player and coach at Northern lowa. He 
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played and worked under Stan Sheriff, Darrell Mudra and Earle Bruce. When he 
was hired as head coach in 1989, Allen was the youngest coach in I-A or I-AA. 
In eight years as coach of the Panthers, Allen was 75-26 and won seven 
Gateway Conference titles. He leaves I-AA as that level's winningest active coach. 
Allen takes over a Kansas program that couldn't sustain the Top 10 status it 
achieved in 1995, The Jayhawks stumbled from 10-2 to 4-7. Eleven starters are 
gone from that team, including KU's all-time leading rusher June Henley. 
Asked what he had to do first, Allen said, “Learn the players.” 


TOP 10 LEAGUE GAMES 


Oct, 4 Texas at Oklahoma State Revenge time. UT 71, OSU 14 
in 1996. 
Another chance for A&M to 
step up. 
KU trying for first 3-game win 
streak over OU since 1924. 
Oct. 4 Kansas State at Nebraska Wildcats have been ina 
purple haze since last win in ’68. 
How in the name of Barry 
Switzer did OU win last year? 
Oct. 18 Texas A&M at Kansas St. Hard for Aggies to stomach 
that K-State Is a better 


Oct. 4 Texas A&M at Colorado 


Oct. 4 Oklahoma at Kansas 


Oct. 11 Oklahoma vs. Texas 


program. 

Oct. 25 Colorado at Texas Two best Big 12 quarterbacks 
meet. 

Nov. 15 Colorado at Kansas St. Elimination game for North 
Division title. 


Nov. 27 Texas at Texas A&M A&M hasn’t forgotten 51-15 
loss in Austin. 


Nov. 28 Nebraska at Colorado  Six-game winless streak for 


Buffs. 
TOP 10 
NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 
Aug. 23 Oklahoma vs. Northwestern Chicago game could be Mistake By The 
Lake for OU. 
Aug. 30 Miami at Baylor Does Dave Roberts really need this as his 
first game? 


Aug. 30 Texas Tech at Tennessee 
Sept. 6 Syracuse at Oklahoma 
Sept. 13 Colorado at Michigan 
Sept. 13 lowa State at Minnesota 


Peyton’s reward for sticking around. 
Not what OU needs right now. 

Hail Mary to the Victors (revisited). 
Glen Mason 6-2-1 vs. Cyclones while 
at Kansas. 

A classic in name only ... Bruins have 
been down. 

Both of these teams think they ought to 
win this game. 

Who says the Huskers don’t play a 
tough schedule? 

First meeting since legendary MU upset in 1976. 


Sept. 13 UCLA at Texas 
Sept. 20 Oklahoma at California 
Sept. 20 Nebraska at Washington 


Sept. 27 Ohio State at Missouri 
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THE HITS AND MISSES 


With 12 teams, eight league games, obviously something's got to give. 
That means each team misses three conference teams to make room for three 
non-conference opponents (with some teams picking up a fourth). Who you 
miss and who you hit could determine how good a year you'll have: 


Colorado Texas Tech, Baylor, Oklahoma Colorado State, at Michigan, Wyoming 
lowa St. Texas, Texas Tech, Oklahoma at Wyoming, at Minnesota, lowa 
Kansas Oklahoma State, Texas A&M, Baylor UAB, TCU, at Cincinnati 
Kansas State _ Oklahoma State, Texas, Baylor at Northern Illinois, Ohio, Bowling Green 
Missouri Oklahoma, Texas A&M, Texas Tech _Eastern Michigan, at Tulsa, Ohio St. 
Nebraska Oklahoma State, Texas, Texas A&M Akron, Central Florida, at Washington 
Baylor Colorado, Kansas, Kansas State Miami (Fia.), at Fresno St., at Michigan 
Oklahoma Missouri, Colorado, lowa State Northwestem, Syracuse, at California, 
Louisville 
Oklahoma St. Kansas, Kansas State, Nebraska SW Louisiana, Fresno State, 
NE Louisiana 
Texas Kansas State, lowa State, Nebraska Rutgers, UCLA, at Rice 
Texas A&M Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska Sam Houston State, SW Louisiana, 
Gt North Texas 
Texas Tech Missouri, lowa State, Colorado at Tennessee, SW Louisiana, 
North Texas 
BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


Here’s a glance at some of the special players on each team — the 
MVP, the Emerging Star and the Top Newcomer: 


COLORADO JOHN HESSLER, OB NICK ZIEGLER, DE BRAD BEDELL, OT 
IOWA STATE ED WILLIAMS, WR DARREN DAVIS, RB REGGIE HAYWARD, LB 
KANSAS JASON THOREN, LB JOHN GORDON, WR AKILI ROBERTSON, OB 
KANSAS STATE _ TRAVIS OCHS, LB MARK SIMONEAU, LB JEFF KELLY, LB 
MISSOURI CORBY JONES, QB DEVIN WEST, RB KAREEM WISE, WR 
NEBRASKA GRANT WISTROM, DE _ RALPH BROWN, CB BRANDON HARRISON, DB 
BAYLOR JEROD DOUGLAS, RB__ DEXTER FORD, RB SAMIR AL-AMIN, DB 
OKLAHOMA DE'MOND PARKER, RB__ GANA JOSEPH, S CORY CALLENS, DE 
OKLAHOMA ST. ANDRE RICHARDSON, RB_R.W. MCQUARTERS, DB/KR JAMAL WILLIAMS, DL 
TEXAS JAMES BROWN, OB AARON HUMPHREY, LB DARNELL McDONALD, RB 
TEXAS A&M DAT NGUYEN, LB SIRR PARKER, RB ROCKY BERNARD, DL 
TEXAS TECH ZEBBIE LETHRIDGE, QB SAMMY MORRIS, FB ANTWAN ALEXANDER, DB 
THE BOWL BIZ 


Here’s the Big 12's 1997-98 postseason lineup: 

* Bowl Alliance (Sugar, Orange or Fiesta): Big 12 champion vs. the 
champion of the ACC, Big East, SEC or one of two at-large spots. The Orange 
Bowl gets first two choices in the Alliance draft this season. The Fiesta chooses 
third and fifth, the Sugar fourth and sixth. 

* Cotton Bowl: First available Big 12 pick vs. Pac-10 runner-up or WAC 
champion. Last season both Texas and Nebraska eared Alliance spots, leav- 
ing No. 7 Colorado as the next highest-ranked team. Since the Buffs had 
played in the previous Cotfon Bowl, bowl officials chose fo pass on them and 
selected No. 14 Kansas State to face Brigham Young. 

¢ Holiday Bowl: Next available Big 12 pick vs. Pac-10 runner-up or 
WAC champion. Last year, Colorado defeated Washington, 33-21. 

¢ Alamo Bowl: Next available Big 12 pick vs. Big Ten No. 4. Texas Tech 
lost to lowa last season, 27-0. 

¢ Aloha Bowl: Next available Big 12 pick vs. Pac-10 No. 4. 

¢ Copper Bowl: Next available Big 12 pick vs. WAC No. 2. Because the 
Big 12 had only five bowl-eligible teams in 1996, both the Aloha and Copper 
picked other teams. 
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BALANCING THE POWER? 


One of the biggest spring projects at Nebraska was rebuilding a sec- 
ondary that has run out of bodies. The group that intercepted 23 passes last 
season lost three starters. Cornerback Michael Booker and safeties Mike Minter 
and Eric Stokes combined for 63 career starts. Not only that, but four top 
backups and 10 defensive backs all are gone. How? 

Defensive backs coach George Darlington blamed it on the 85-man 
scholarship limit. But nobody — repeat, nobody — runs out of players that 
fast at a particular position. 

The situation is important to the Big 12 North race because the matchup 
is not good with Colorado's passing offense. John Hessler returns at quarter- 
back after almost breaking the school passing record in 1995. 

Watch for this name in the fall: senior free safety Eric Warfield. He will 
have to carry the load after backing up Eric Stokes last season. Warfield 
played in all 13 games, did not start, but made 39 tackles, intercepted three 
passes, and blocked three punts. 


PROVING TIME 


Texas’ Ricky Williams is the Big 12's returning rushing leader in terms of 
yards (1,272), but he still must prove himself. Williams gained 889 of those 
yards (69.8 percent) against teams with a .500 or worse record. 

Against the five schools Texas played with winning records (not counting the 
bowl), Williams ran for 383 yards. Williams moves from fullback fo halfback this 
season where he will be a feature back and get 20-25 carries a game. 


SAGE, OLD RICK 


© Rick Neuheisel will never go down as one of those paranoia-addled 
coaches who is looking around every corner for an excuse. We love his can- 
dor, especially this nugget uttered earlier in the season before the Big 12's 
faults started fo show: 

“Any time you start billing yourself as a superconference or other people 
call you that, you're always in for a downfall,” Neuheisel said. “If you judged 
the Big 12 as a conference last year, you could certainly say it was the best in 
the country. That became an easy selling point. But to say it in the preseason 
is ridiculous because every team is different.” 


AROUND THE LEAGUE 


* Schedule shifts: This is the second year of the North-South schedule 
rotation. Each team plays the other five schools in its division plus three from 
the other division. 

For example: Texas once again plays Baylor, Oklahoma, Oklahoma 
State, Texas A&M and Texas Tech from the South, and Missouri, Colorado 
and Kansas from the North. In 1998 and 1999, Texas will play Nebraska, the 
same South Division teams, as well as lowa State, Nebraska and Kansas 
State from the North. 

¢ Border War date change: The Kansas-Missouri game has been moved 
from Nov. 22 to Sept. 13. Good move. 

The game typically has been played at the end of the season, in the 
cold, when it meant little. This rivalry takes on new meaning now with a night 
telecast that will mark the conference opener for both teams. Expect a near- 
capacity Memorial Stadium in Lawrence. 

* New Linebacker U: Want linebackers? Head for Colorado. Want to 
become a linebacker? Ditto. In April, Matt Russell and Greg Jones became the 
fifth and sixth CU linebackers taken in the draft since 1991. Already in the 
league are Alfred Williams (Denver), Greg Biekert (Oakland), Ted Johnson 
(New England) and Chad Brown (Seattle). In 1992, Brown, Johnson and 
Biekert all played together for the Buffs. Brown and Johnson have been to 
Super Bowls. Biekert starts for the Raiders. 

* Did somebody say go to class? Texas Tech’s academic reputation took a 
hammering in the off-season. Turns out as tough as it was for opponents to tackle 
2,000-yard rusher Byron Hanspard, professors never got a hand on him, either. 

The NCAA is sniffing around after allegations of academic improprieties 
regarding the football and basketball programs. It was reported that Hanspard 
posted a 0.00 grade-point average. Then the university was embarrassed dur- 
ing the Big 12 basketball tournament when both junior swingman Gracen 
Averil and senior guard Deuce Jones were discovered to be ineligible — Averil 
was removed from the semifinal game at halftime — prompting Tech to forfeit 
its conference victories. 

— Dennis Dodd 
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As Always, the Cupboard Isn't Bare in Big 12 


BY DENNIS 


DODD 


QUARTERBACKS 


Colorado quarterback John Hessler has been labeled a nerd 
and a geek. Former CU linebacker Matt Russell once “de-panted” 
him on the practice field. The team laughed. Hessler smiled and 
then killed opponents softly. 

Subbing for the injured Koy Detmer in 1995, Hessler almost 
broke the school’s single-season passing record. The senior from 
Brighton, Colo., heads into the 1997 season as the unabashed 
starter for the first time in his career. Detmer is gone and the 
only real competition is from sophomore Jeremy Weisinger, who 
is a terrific athlete, but not as advanced as Hessler insofar as run- 
ning the offense. 

Hessler enters the season ninth in the school’s history in 
passing yards (2,310) and fifth in touchdown passes (20). 


NO. TEAM ___ SUMMARY 
1. Colorado _ Hessler must fight off Jeremy Weisinger, the Buffs’ fastest player. 


_ 2. Texas Richard Walton actually ranked ahead of James Brown in Big 12 stats. 


3. Nebraska __ Future is especially bright at QB after starter Scott Frost graduates. 
_ 4. TexasTech — Zebbie Lethridge still makes things happen. 


. Oklahoma 


6 

7, Oklahoma St. Unheralded Andre Richardson could go for 1,500. 
8. Colorado —_Two-back set will help productivity. 

9. Texas Tech Lost TB Clint Robertson to a knee injury. 


10. Kansas __Lostallime leading rusher June Henley to NFL. — 
11. Kansas St. _ Eric Hickson returns from broken leg. 
12. Baylor Jerod Douglas has shown sparks, but new coach installing passing offense. 


It's a good thing the Big 12 is a running conference, espe- 
cially judging from the returning receivers. There aren’t many 
good ones. 

Colorado’s Phil Savoy is the leading returner, but with only 
43 catches last season, which he might double this year. We 
know Colorado will throw, but how about some other candidates 
for top Big 12 receivers? 

The best might be Oklahoma State tight end Alonzo Mayes, a 
6-6, 265-pound specimen with great hands. Texas junior Wane 
McGarity is at the other extreme (small), but is productive. Texas 
Tech’s smallish Donnie Hart caught only 21 balls, but was a big- 


_5. Missouri Corby Jones was Tigers’ No. 2 rusher last year. ? play receiver with a 21.7-yard average. 
_ 6. Oklahoma _ Eric Moore and Justin Fuente fighting for starting job. NO. TEAM SUMMARY 

7. Texas A&M —_Branndon Stewart must get better ... and he's got the tools to do so. 1. Colorado _Phil Savoy latest NFL prospect to grace Buffs’ offense. 

8. lowa St. Time fo jump-start the passing offense, with Todd Bandhauer. 2. Texas = Wane McGarity destined to be all-conference. = 
_9. Kansas St. Wildcats starting over, but not without talent at the position. 3. Kansas St. No Kevin Lockett anymore, but Wildcats are relatively deep. 

10. Kansas___Three-way battle behind soft offensive line. 4, lowa State Tyrone Watley and Ed Williams combined for 61 catches last year. 
ll. Oklahoma St. With Tone Jones gone, offense has to get better. 5. Oklahoma Mike McDaniel averaged 19.7 yards a catch. a 
12. Baylor Best quarterback, Odell James, is out with knee injury. 6. Texas A&M Donte Hawkins must step up with Albert Connellgone. 

7. Oklahoma St. Ever see Alonzo Mayes and Kellen Winslow together? Didn't think so. 
RU N N I N G BAC KS 8. TexasTech Spunky Donnie Hart good at chasing Lethridge's wild throws. 
9. Nebraska Who needs receivers? 
Missouri tailback Devin West wanted to be a doctor, so much 10. Kansas Sophomore John Gordon started five games as a freshman. 
so that he used to practice surgery by cutting up his sister’s teddy 11. Baylor Leading retumer had 13 catches in '9% 
bears to see what was inside. 12. Missouri Nospeed.Nogotogu. =—— 


While that didn’t sit too well with sis, West is well on his way 
to making the leap from stuffing to surgeon. The Missouri junior 
is headed toward medical school while heading toward the end 
zone. He rushed for a career-high 649 yards last season and was 
one of five Tiger rushers to surpass the 500-yard mark. 

Some say he’s the best back Missouri has, but he'll have to 
share time this season with senior Brock Olivo who is destined to 
break the school’s career rushing record this season. 

NO. TEAM SUMMARY 
‘i 1. Nebraska Choose your poision: Anman Green or DeAngelo Evans. 
_2. Missourl___ Four players gained more than 500 yards last season. _ 

3. Texas A&M Ditto, but someone needs to step up in this sinking program. 
_ 4. Texas It doesn't end with Ricky “Little Earl” Williams. 

5. lowa St. Cupboard not bare after loss of Troy Davis. 
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OFFENSIVE LINE 


Once again, when it comes to offensive line it’s Nebraska and 
the Little 11. 

Three starters are back from a line that had to break in a new 
quarterback last season. The Huskers “tumbled” from consecutive 
national championships to an 11-2 record, but don’t blame the 
O-line that rolled over opponents in producing the fourth-best 
rushing attack in the country. 

All-American Aaron Taylor moves from center back to his 
more natural position of left guard. Second-team All-Big 12 right 
tackle Eric Anderson is back. Starting right guard Jon Zatechka is 
back at right guard. 


1997 


Any questions on who will lead the Big 12 — perhaps the 


6. Colorado Life affer Matt Russell, but Buffs have had a great tradition. 
nation — should be referred to those guys. “Gh TexasTech —- MLBEric Butler is well again after shoulder injury. 
NO. TEAM __ SUMMARY 2 ts > —= = 8. Oklahoma St. Raymond Cato is active in Cowboys’ defense. 

1. Nebraska — Anderson and Taylor are latest toad graders. 9. Kansas Veteran Jason Thoren still around. — 

2. Texas Longhorns are experienced, big and mobile. 10. lowa St. Waiting for rrectult Reggie Hayward to make. grades. 

_ 3. Colorado __RG Melvin Thomas is All-Big 12. 11. Missouri Top LB tackler Barry Odom had knee surgery in the spring. 

4. Missouri Three starters return to lead nation’s No. 9 rushing attack. 12. Baylor Two starters retum, _ — 

5. Kansas St. RG Kendyl Jacox (6-2, 320) moves to center. 

6. Texas A&M Four of five starters tetum from rebuilt unit. S ECO N DARY 

7. Oklahoma __Center Bruce McClure is best in the Big 12 = aetle ial Tee se 

8. Oklahomast. There's a lot of experience, for a change. Who needs experience? 

9. TexasTech _Red Raiders must replace three starters. Nebraska sophomore cornerback Ralph Brown was the first 
10. lowast. Lost three starters and Troy Davis, who made everybody look better. freshman to start the season for the Huskers since World War II. 
11. Baylor Must adapt to throwing offense quickly. The then-17 year old lined up against Michigan State in the 
12. Kansas _ Two biggest linemen transferred ... as did the head coach. opener nine days before his 18th birthday. By the end of the sea- 


DEFENSIVE . LINE 


CG ae = eS 


All Nick Voris could say was “sorry.” 

That was Voris’ explanation to Missouri coaches after his star 
defensive tackle at Galveston (Texas) Ball High School went to 
Texas in 1996. 


son he was a man — at least as a defender. 

Brown's 12 pass breakups — illustrating that he was up to 
the task of being picked on — were one short of the school 
record. Seven of those came in the victory over Colorado. 

Brown is not intimidating at 5-11, 180, but knows how to 
play the position. The Associated Press selected him as the con- 
ference defensive newcomer of the year. 


During the 1995-96 recruiting season, Missouri thought it NO. TEAM. SUMMARY. : = 
had landed a gem in the 315-pound Casey Hampton. Hampton “1. Colorado Hardthiting $$ Ryan Black is flanked ibyfinecomers. 
committed in December, 1995, then de-committed shortly before 2. Nebraska___The Brown boys — Ralph and Mike — have three years remaining, 
signing day. Seems Hampton's mother got involved and wanted 3. TexasTech Tony Darden has finally settled in at comerback. 

Casey close to home. The sting is still being felt in Columbia, Mo. 4, Kansas.__Allfour starters relum for the Jayhawks. 
Hampton started six games for the Horns as a freshman and was 5, Missouri__Tigers might have the league's best pair of safeties. 
the conference's No. 7 freshman tackler with 73. 6. Oklahoma st. Comerback R.W. McQuarters gets better and better. 
The Tigers, meantime, have a gaping hole. _7. Kansas $t. Still capable afier loss of Chris Canty and Joe Gordon. 
NO. TEAM _ e __ SUMMARY ———— _ 8. Texas __ Biggest trouble spot: Must replace everyone. 
1. Nebraska Defensive end |Grant Wistrom could be the Teague’ s MVP. 9. Texas A&M Shun Horn the only retumer : : = 
2. Colorado _Viliami Maumau and Ryan Olson present a stout middle. 10. Oklahoma _$ Gana Joseph must hold together nation’s ninth-worst unit against pass. 
3. Texas —_—_—_Young, fast and improving, with Chris Akins and Hampton leading way. 11. lowa State Forget about the pass, these guys will be tackling backs. — 
4, Texas A&M _ Lost three starters across the front, but young talent abounds. 12. Baylor Three starters returning. Is that a good thing? 
5. Kansas St. 305-pound tackle Jerome Evans is the only retumer. 
6. Oklahoma DL Kelly Gregg 80 tackles, including 10 for losses. KI CKI N G GAM E 
7. Oklahoma St, Let's see, 97th against the run last year. ts = . cae ry 


n87 Kansas _NG Brett McGraw former rodeo cowboy. 


9. Texas Tech DE Montae Reagor 9 TFL, 4 sacks. 


10. Missouri _Tigers recorded only 16 sacks last season. 7 
Il. Baylor Not much experience, not a lot of talent. =: 

12. lowa St. This defense will remain a joke until it stops the run. Just once. 
LINEBACKERS 


=e 


Start calling Kansas State Linebacker U. 
Travis Ochs (1995) and Mark Simoneau (1996) have been the 
last two conference freshman defensive players of the year. And 


Phil Dawson might have saved John Mackovie’ s job that a 
in 1995 when he kicked a 50-yard field goal into a 20-mph wind 
to beat Virginia. 

To that point, Mackovic was 23-15-2 in his career at Texas. 
Dawson's kick helped start a six-game winning streak that landed 
the Horns in the Sugar Bowl. 

Dawson, like Texas, has not let up. After reconstructive knee 
surgery in February, 1996, he had an All-America season. Those 
50-yarders just keep on coming. He has six in his career. 

Meanwhile, Mackovic is 14-6 and has led Texas to two 
Alliance bowls since that day against Virginia. 


then the Wildcats won a bitter recruiting battle with Oklahoma for NO. TEAM = SUMMARY = = 
junior college transfer Jeff Kelly from Garden City, Kan. i 1. Nebraska ~ Jesse Kosch Kosch the All-America punter, and Kris Brown c cankick, 
The only starter lost was DeShawn Fogle, who led the Wildcats _2.Texas —_K Phil Dawson is the other kicking AllAmerican. 
with 112 tackles. Simoneau was second with 111, including 3.5 sacks. 3. Texas A&M Pk Kyle Bryant ranks with the best; fine retum game with Dante Hall 
Kelly, at 6-2, 240, comes in rated as the No. 1 JC linebacker 4, TexasTech Jaret Greaser third in ‘conference in kicking, 
in the country. He contributed 169 tackles and 12 sacks for Gar- 5. Oklahoma st. _ McQuarters always a dangerous retum threat. 
den City last season, and basically fills out the linebacker flush. 6 Kansas ——_RBEtic Vann led Big 12 in kick returns. an 
NO. TEAM SUMMARY = 7. Kansas St. Snyder knows how to play field-position game. =o 
i Texas A&M Dat Nguyen does it all for! the Aggies. 8. Oklahoma K Jeremy Alexander has potential, but inconsistent. 
2. Kansas St. Could have two All-Big 12s in Ochs and Simoneau. _ 9. Colorado _ ~ Chronic punting problems plague Buffs. 
3. Nebraska Jay Foreman is the son of NFL's Chuck. = 10. lowa St. _Need to improve in every phase. ——— 
4, Oklahoma Lost a lot, but have a lot. : 3 1. Missouri New kicker, andranked 81stinnetpunting. 
5. Texas Top two — Humphrey and Renfro — are back. 12. Baylor Lost nation’s No. 4 punter Ty Atteberry, left with little else. 


So eee 
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WESTERN ATHLETIC 


he first year of the expanded WAC was confusing in many ways. The confer- 

ence spent much of the 96 football season educating its fons — and even 

coaches and players — on the intricacies of divisions, quadrants and 
crossover games, three things that never existed before the league grew into the nation’s largest 
with 16 schools, 

But at least everybody knew where they stood: BYU and Utah would contend for 
the Mountain Division title (they did), while Wyoming, San Diego State and Colorado 
State would fight it out in the Pacific (ditto). Amid all the changes, there was something 
comforting about that. 

Not so this season. With four teams introducing new coaches and nine going with 
new quarterbacks, the only certainty heading into ‘97 is that there are sure to be sur- 
prises. Yes, the Cougars will again be the team to beat in the Mountain Division, and yes, 
the Rams look primed for a title run in the Pacific. Beyond that? Your guess is as good as 
anyone's, 

“It will be like it was two years ago,” says San Diego State coach Ted Tollner. 
“Most of the marquee players, the high-profile guys in the league, are gone. It’s time for 
new players to start establishing themselves.” 

A few are already established. 

Utah running back Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, San Diego State receiver Az-zahir 
Hakim and Colorado State quarterback Moses Moreno return this season, and all are 
expected to lead their teams into title contention. Health permitting, this trio, along with 
SMU linebacker Chris Bordano and Fresno State running back Michael Pittman, should 
make their mark nationally. 

BYU is missing its leaders from a year ago; quarterback Steve Sarkisian and middle 
linebacker Shay Muirbrook were instrumental in guiding the Cougars to an NCAA-ecord 
14-1 season. But the defending WAC champs remain the league’s deepest and most tal- 
ented team. If junior Paul Shoemaker or sophomore Kevin Feterik emerges from Sark- 
isian’s shadow, look out. 

The only team capable of derailing BYU may be Colorado State. The Rams closed 
with a rush in what was supposed to be a rebuilding season last year, finishing 7-4 and 
challenging for the Pacific title. With 17 starters back from that team, Sonny Lubick’s 
team should win the division this season. 

Utah remains one of the WAC’s most talented — and enigmatic — teams. A late- 
season collapse marred an 8-4 campaign. If the Utes develop a quarterback and retool a 
leaky front seven on defense, they could threaten the Cougars. Rice might too, with the 
bulk of last year's offense back, including quarterback Chad Nelson and running back 
Michael Perry. Defense is the Owls’ main concer. 

San Diego State figures to make CSU most uncomfortable in the Pacific, but the 
Aztecs may have to do it coming up from the outside. Facing Navy, Washington, Wiscon- 
sin and Arizona by Oct. 4, SDSU owns the WAC's most bruising non-conference schedule. 

Of the new coaches — San Jose State’s Dave Baldwin, Wyoming's Dana Dimel, 
SMU’s Mike Cavan and Fresno State’s Pat Hill — Cavan has the best chance for quick 
success. The Mustangs return 15 starters, including quarterback Ramon Flanigan, running 
back Donte Womack and Bordano. 
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CONFERENCE 


1. BYU rep © ae 
2. COLORADO ST. 10. UNLV 
3. SAN DIEGO ST. 11. WYOMING | 

4. RICE 12. FRESNO ST. 
5. UTAH 13. NEW MEXICO 
6. AIRFORCE (ATER = = 
7. TULSA 15.HAWA 
8.SMUt—~—~— 16. SAN JOSE ST. 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION 


Cn) A The only question: Who's the quarterback? 
On Option QB Chad Nelson has Owls rolling. an 
ee DRA occu Utes will rumble again with Fuamatu-Ma‘afala, 


8. Sam Jose St. Just how low can the Spartans go? 
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AIR FORCE CAMPUS 


AIR FORCE 
At a Glance 


1996: 6-5 overall, 5-3 WAC (4th Pacific) 

Coach: Fisher DeBerry — At Air Force and Overall: 98-60-1, 13 years 

Returning Starters: 10: 4 Offense, 5 Defense, Kicker 

Players to Watch: QB Bloine Morgan, RB Jamal Singleton, LB Chris Gizzi, LB 
Steve Fernandez, CB Frank Staine-Pyne. 

Keys to Success:The new quarterback and his retooled line must jell quickly 
— the Falcons’ flexbone lives on crisp execution. And an experienced linebacking 
corps and secondary, led by Pacific Division defensive player of the year Chris Gizzi, 
must hold firm while the defensive front develops. Non-conference warm-ups against 
Idaho and the Citadel will help. 

Overview: The Falcons never recovered from last season’s 42-41 loss to Colorado 
State, dropping three of their final four games. Now they must rebuild, starting at 
quarterback, where a replacement for Beau Morgan and his 2,704 total yards must 
be found. Little brother Blaine Morgan, a junior, and sophomore Stephen O'Neill will 
battle for the job. The signs elsewhere aren't encouraging — both lines must be 
almost completely revamped. But the Falcons’ history under DeBerry suggests they 
will find a way to contend, 


BYU CAMPUS 


At a Glance 


1996: 14-] overall, 8-0 WAC (1st Mountain) 

Coach: LoVell Edwards — At BYU and Overall: 228-81-3, 25 years 

Returning Starters: 15; 6 Offense, 9 Defense 

Players to Watch: QB Paul Shoemaker, QB Kevin Feterik, RB Brian McKenzie, 
RB Ronney Jenkins, LB Brad Martin, (B Omarr Morgan. 

Keys to Success: Getting one of the new signalcallers established early, 
though Edwards claims he’s comfortable playing both. As impressive as they were on 
the ground last year (182.1 yards per game), the Cougars must also prove they can 
run against quality teams. They'll get the chance early, with September games 
against Washington and Arizona State. 

Overview: The Cougars will not come close to matching last year's 14 victories 
— they play only 11 games — but should once again make their presence felt 
nationally. BYU will miss the leadership of QB Steve Sarkisian and LB Shay Muir- 
brook, but there’s no shortage of tolent. A veteran offensive line and backfield should 
ease the transition for QB candidates Paul Shoemaker and Kevin Feterik; the defense, 
featuring the WAC’s best front four, will again be nasty. 


COLORADO STATE 


COLORADO STATE 
At a Glance 


1996: 7-5 overall, 6-2 WAC (Tie/2nd Pacific) 

Coach: Sonny Lubick — At CSU: 30-17, 4 years; Overall: 51-36, 8 years 

Returning Starters: 17; 8 Offense, 9 Defense 

Players to Watch: QB Moses Moreno, RB Damon Washington, TE Eli Work- 
man, OL Anthony Cesario, DE Adrian Ross. 

Keys to Success: Finding a replacement for HB Calvin Branch, who combined 
with Washington last year to give CSU one of most productive backfields in the nation 
— taking a lot of heat off Moreno in the process. CSU has gotten out of the “guar- 
antee game” business, so the schedule isn’t as imposing as usual. Out of the confer- 
ence, only rival Colorado looms as trouble. 

Overview: After rebuilding last year, the Rams have everything in place for 
another run at the WAC title and a charge into the Top 25. QB Moses Moreno threw 
for nearly 3,000 yards last season, improving weekly. He'll have 1,000-yard fullback 
Damon Washington behind him and on experienced line up front. The defense, led by 
defensive end Adrian Ross and strong safety Erik Olsen, could rival BYU's for tops in 
the conference. 
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At a Glance 


1996: 4-7 overall, 3-5 WAC (Tie/5th Pacific) 

Coach: Pat Hill — At Fresno State and Overall: First year 

Returning Starters: 14:7 Offense, 5 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

Players to Watch: RB Michael Pittman, LB A.J. Gass, CB Marlyn Jackson, 

P Jeff Roberts. 

Keys to Success: Assimilating Hill’s philosophy after a football lifetime under 
Jim Sweeney (19 seasons). Defensively, the Bulldogs could be in real trouble early, 
putting that much more pressure on quarterback candidates Bill Volek or Robb Wetta 
to deliver. A schedule which includes Baylor, Oklahoma State and Oregon is not con- 
ducive to confidence-building. 

Overview: A program in decline gets a fresh start under Hill, a former Sweeney 
assistant who returned to FSU after five years with the Cleveland Browns/Baltimore 
Ravens. He wants the Bulldogs to be more hard-nosed and physical, but has his work 
cut out. Job 1 is to find a quarterback — redshirt sophomore Volek and Idaho State 
transfer Wetta battled for the job during the spring. Workhorse tailback Michael 
Pittman (1,132 yards on 214 carries) returns; so does three-fifths of the offensive 
line. But the front seven on defense needs a near-total overhaul. 


HAWAII 
At a Glance 


1996: 2-10 overall, 1-7 WAC (Tie/7th Pacific) 

Coach: Fred vonAppen — At Hawaii and Overall: 2-10, 1 year 

Returning Starters: 15; 4 Offense, 10 Defense, Kicker 

Players to Watch: QB Tim Carey, OL Shane Oliveira, DL Ben Bright, 
S Eddie Klaneski. 
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Keys to Success: The ‘Bows are changing offenses for the third time in os 
many seasons, shifting from the spread option to the West Coast offense to this 
year's pro-set scheme. How quickly the Rainbows pick it up will determine their fate. 
Aslate which opens with Minnesota and closes with Notre Dame offers few easy 
opportunities. 

Overview: A black cloud followed this program last year, capped by an ugly brawl 
in the stands during the final home game of the season. Then tragedy struck this 
spring when kicker Shannon Smith drowned. That said, the Rainbow Warriors should 
be improved in vonAppen’s second year. Stanford transfer Tim Carey gives Hawaii an 
immediate boost at QB; incumbent starter Johnny Macon has moved to receiver. A 
veteran defense should be respectable. 


At a Glance 


1996: 6-5 overall, 3-5 WAC (Tie/5th Mountain) 
Coach: Dennis Franchione — At New Mexico: 24-32, 5 years; Overall: 
104-51-2, 14 years 
Returning Starters: 14-5 Offense, 7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
Players to \W/atch: RB Lennox Gordon, OL Matt Tyner, LB Blake Irwin, 
P Jason Bloom. 
Keys to Success: Finding a replacement for quarterback Donald Sellers. Junior 
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Graham Leigh, who backed up Sellers and started at Pacific, is the favorite. Fran- 
chione has done an admirable job turning around a once-pathetic program, but he 
may have hit the ceiling. This is a crucial season for UNM. A friendly non-conference 
schedule — Northem Arizona, New Mexico State and Utah State — won't hurt. 

Overview: They must be getting a little frustrated in Albuquerque. The Lobos 
hoped for a breakthrough in 96, only to wind up in the middle of the Mountain Divi- 
sion pack. Now Franchione must retool an offense which lost seven starters — 
including Sellers. TB Lennox Gordon (1,008 yards) and OT Matt Tyner give him 
something to build around. The defense, led by AI-WAC LB Blake Inwin, made strides 
last season; it may have to carry the Lobos for awhile this year. 


UNLV CAMPUS 


UNLV 
At a Glance 


1996: 1-1] overall, 1-7 WAC (Tie/7th Pacific) 

Coach: Jeff Horton — At UNLV: 10-25, 3 years; Overall: 17-29, 4 years 

Returning Starters: 18; 9 Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker 

Players to \W/atch: QB Jon Denton, RB Rodrick Johnson, WR Carlos Baker, LB 
Scott Patton. 

Keys to Success: As prolific as Denton and Co. were, UNLV was also one- 
dimensional last year, ranking last in the WAC in rushing. The Rebels must develop 
some kind of running game to take the pressure off their quarterback and defense. 
They'll find out quickly if they have, opening against rival Nevada and Air Force. 

Overview: The Rebels were overmatched during their first year in the WAC. But 
they did improve along the way, rising up to shock San Diego State toward the end 
of the season. UNLV isn’t ready to contend for a division title, but should take steps in 
that direction with a young, talented offense headed by QB Jon Denton (3,591 yards 
and 25 TDs last season) and WR Carlos Baker. But the defense, despite eight retum- 
ing starters, is still Big West-vintage. 


RICE 
At a Glance 


1996: 7-4 overall, 6-2 WAC (Tie/2nd Mountain) 

Coach: Ken Hatfield — At Rice: 14-18-1, 3 years; Overall: 127-80-4, 18 years 

Returning Starters: 15; 9 Offense, 6 Defense 

Players to Watch: QB Chad Nelson, RB/RS Michael Perry, OL Charles Torello, 
LB Thomas Benford. 

Keys to Success: Maintaining the hunger which translated into six wins in the 
Owls’ last seven games, and improving a pass defense which ranked near the bottom 


RICE CAMPUS 


RICE 


of the league. Rice must travel to Northwestern and Utah, but all of the other key 
games (Air Force, Texas, BYU) are at home. 

Overview: After a slow start, Rice evolved into one of the WAC’s top teams. The 
Owls’ 7-4 finish was their best since 1961. And they appear primed to pick up where 
they left off with QB Chad Nelson back to head the nation’s third-ranked rushing 
attack (305.4 yards per game). Hatfield must plug some holes on defense, but even 
here, the Owls’ clock-hogging spread option will come in handy. This could be a 
breakthrough season. 


SAN DIEGO STATE CAMPUS 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
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SAN DIEGO 
STATE 
At a Glance 


1996: 8-3 overall, 6-2 WAC (Tie/2nd Pacific) 

Coach: Ted Tollner — At San Diego State: 20-14, 
3 years; Overall: 46-34-1, 7 years 

Returning Starters: |4:7 Offense, 7 Defense 

Players to Watch: WR Az-zohir Hakim, OL 
Kyle Turley, OL Ephraim Salaam, S Jason Moore. 

Keys to Success: Tollner has confidence in 
senior Kevin McKechnie’s ability to replace quarter- 
back Billy Blanton, after three years as his backup. 
But the new QB will be thrown into an inferno. The 
Aztecs open the season against Navy, Washington, 
Wisconsin, Air Force and Arizona. 


Players to Watch: WR Windrell Hayes, LB Eric 


Coughran, CB Omar Smith, S Jake Redmond. 


Keys to Success: An offense which will open the 


season on training wheels must be running on its own by 
late September — when the Spartans open WAC play 
against Wyoming. Defensively, SJS needs to make huge 
improvements against the run. The Spartans allowed 
229 rushing yards per game last season. 


Overview: The Spartans finished last season strong, 


winning two of their final three games. But they're start- 
ing over following the departure of John Ralston and 11 
starters. New coach Dave Baldwin, a former SJS assis- 
fant, must find a quarterback, and will choose between 
fifth-year senior Dan O'Dell and well-traveled junior Brian 
Vye — whose stops have included BYU and LSU. The 
Spartans boast a big-time wideout in Windrell Hayes, but 
there is little else, Things are better on defense, where 
seven starters are back. 


and Utah before mid-October. 

Overview: SMU athletic director Jim Copeland 
finally ran out of patience with Tom Rossly, showing 
him the door after a six-year run of 15-48-3. But 
Rossly did leave the Mustangs in solid shape, and 
Cavan, from East Tennessee, stands to benefit. The 
Ponies will again revolve offensively around QB 
Ramon Flanigan, a talented, if erratic, runner-passer, 
and halfback Dante Womack (887 yards and five TDs 
last season). AIFWAC LB Chris Bordano heads a vet 
eran defense. 


Overview: The Aztecs continue making strides 
under Tollner, who was rewarded with a contract 
extension in the off-season. But SDSU's underachiev- 
ing image remains after last year’s unfathomable late- 
season loss to UNLV — costing the Aztecs the Pacific 
title. Will things be any different this year? San Diego 
State must replace Blanton, RB George Jones and WR 
Will Blackwell. But the Aztecs return their entire offen- 
sive line — one of the WAC’s best — and the heart 
of a slowly improving defense. 


TCU CAMPUS 


TCU 


At a Glance 


1996: 4-7 overall, 3-5 WAC (Tie/Sth Mountain) 

Coach: Pat Sullivan — At TCU and Overall: 23-32- 
1, 5 years 

Returning Starters: 14; 6 Offense, 6 
Defense, Punter, Kicker 

Players to Watch: QB Jeff Dover, RB Basil 
Mitchell, DL Matt Harper, K Michael Reeder. 

Keys to Success: A rebuilt offensive line must 
come together in a hurry with an early schedule that 
includes Kansas, Utoh, Vanderbilt and North Carolina. And 
kicker Michael Reeder must regain the form that made him 
the Groza Award winner fwo years ago. Reeder nailed just 
11-of-20 field goal tries last season. 

Overview: Sullivan and the Homed Frogs will be 
under the microscope this fall after a disappointing 
‘96 season that was littered with off-field problems. 
TCU expected to challenge for the Mountain title last 
year, but fell victim to a punchless offense (19.6 
points per game). The good news: Promising sopho- 
more QB Jeff Dover and 1B Basil Mitchell (953 yards, 
five TDs) both retum. On the other side, the Frogs will 
get a makeover from new defensive coordinator Phil 
Bennett (Texas A&M). Five of TCU’s top six tacklers 
from last season are back. 


UTEP 
At a Glance 
1996: 2-9 overall, 0-8 WAC (8th Mountain) 


Coach: Charlie Bailey — At UTEP: 7-31-1, 4 years; 
Overall: 19-51-3, 7 years 


SY re & att 


SMU CAMPUS 


At a Glance 


1996: 5-6 overall, 4-4 WAC (4th Mountain) 

Coach: Mike Cavan — At SMU: First year; Overall: 
67-49-2, 11 years 

Returning Starters: 16; 7 Offense, 8 
Defense, Kicker 

Players to Watch: QB Ramon Flanigan, RB 
Donte Womack, DL Jason Evans, LB Chris Bordano. 

KeyS to Success: The sizable retuming cast 
ensures at least a degree of stability as the Mustangs 
change coaching staffs. But Flanigan must become a 
steadier quarterback, especially through the air, after 
ranking ninth in the WAC in pass efficiency last sea- 
son. Contention is doubtful: SMU will see both BYU 


SAN JOSE STATE CAMPUS 


SAN JOSE 
STATE 


At a Glance 


1996: 3.8 overall, 3-5 WAC (Tie/S5th Pacific) 

Coach: Dave Baldwin — At San Jose State: First 
year; Overall: 9-12, 2 years 

Returning Starters: 1]; 4 Offense, 7 Defense 


Linpy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 1997 


UTEP CAMPUS 


UTEP 


Returning Starters: 12: 5 Offense, 7 Defense 

Players to Watch: RB Joseph Polk, OL Anwar 
White, CB Michael Hicks, $ David Terrell, 

Keys to Success: Bailey is committed to junior 
college transfer Craig Strickland at quarterback. His 
bigger challenge may be piecing together an offensive 
line to protect him; only tackle Anwar White and 
guard Brad Davis return. The billpaying schedule, 
including dates at LSU and Clemson, is brutal. 

Overview: With no tradition, little money and few 
blue-chip players, the Miners continue to swim along 
near the bottom of the Division I-A food chain, giving 
maximum effort for little reward. That probably won't 
change this season, though UTEP’s defense should be 
stubborn with linebacker Jason Young, comer Michael 
Hicks and safety David Terrell. The Miner offense 
boasts junior tailback Joseph Polk (569 yards, two 
TDs), but little else. 


TULSA STADIUM 


TULSA 


At a Glance 


1996: 4-7 overall, 2-6 WAC (7th Mountain) 

Coach: Dave Rader — At Tulsa and Overall: 42-58- 
1, 9 years 

Returning Starters: 15; 7 Offense, 6 
Defense, Kicker, Punter 

Players to Watch: QB John Fitzgerald, WR 
Wes Caswell, RB Reggie Williams, DL Sean O’Boyle, 


Keys to Success: Fitzgerald, injured all or part 
of the last two seasons, must remain in one piece. 
Tulsa must also improve markedly on defense; the 
Hurricane surrendered 264.4 rushing yards per game 
last season. In the WAC, only UNLV was worse, 

Overview: The Golden Hurricane got a taste of the 
high life last season with consecutive wins over lowa, 
Oklahoma and Colorado State. But just when Tulsa 
fans were thinking championship, Dave Rader’s team 
was embarrassed on back-to-back weekends by BYU 
and Utah. The good news: QB John Fitzgerald is back; 
so is big-play WR Wes Caswell (49 catches, 817 
yards, five TDs), RBs Reggie Williams (759 yards) and 
Charlie Higgins and Al-WAC kicker James Anderson. 


At a Glance 


1996: 83 overall, 6-2 WAC (Tie/2nd Mountain) 

Coach: Ron McBride — At Utah and Overall: 49- 
34, 7 years 

Returning Starters: 15; 8 Offense, 7 Defense 

Players to Watch: RB Chris Fuamatu- 
Ma‘afala, RB Juan Johnson, WR Kevin Dyson, CB 
Clarence Lawson, S Robert Love. 

Keys to Success: Junior college transfer 
Jonathan Crosswhite or redshirt freshman Darnell Arce- 
neaux must step up to replace Mike Fouts at quarter- 
back. The Utes must also retool a front seven that 
was shredded by the Owls, Cougars and Badgers in 
November and December. With eight defensive line 
rectuits and an infusion of redshirt linebackers, 
McBride thinks he’s on his way. 

Overview: On poper, the Utes had another splen- 
did season last year. But a late-season collapse, 


including lopsided losses to Rice, BYU and Wisconsin, 
soured the achievement. Utah’s talent isn’t in ques- 
tion. RBs Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala (982 yards) and 
Juan Johnson (709) both return; so does WR Kevin 
Dyson (53 catches, 812 yards, eight TDs) and the 
WAC’s best secondary, led by corner Clarence Lawson. 
But the Utes need to regain the chemistry which car- 
ried them in ‘95 and ‘96. 


* 


WYOMING CAMPUS 


WYOMING 


At a Glance 


1996: 10-2 overall, 7-1 WAC (1st Pacific) 

Coach: Dana Dimel — At Wyoming and Overall: 
First year 

Returning Starters: 12; 4 Offense, 6 
Defense, Kicker, Punter 

Players to Watch: OL Jay Korth, LB Jim 
Tolich, DL Jeff Leonard, S Brian Lee, K Cory Wedel. 

Keys to Success: With the offense under con- 
struction, the Wyoming defense will have to carry the 
load for awhile. But the Cowboys appear capable with 
a veteran unit which includes LB Jim Talich, DE Jeff 
Leonard and safety Brian Lee. All-America kicker Cory 
Wedel will also be asked to maintain his pace. 

Overview: Was any team more jobbed last season 
than the Cowboys? Does any coach in the league 
have a tougher act to follow than Dimel? Wyoming 
got zilch for its 10 wins and a No. 23 ranking in 
1996. Now Dimel, the former Kansas State assistant, 
must essentially start over. Wyoming returns just four 
offensive starters. Quarterback is especially unsettled, 
with seniors Jeremy Silcox and John Davis scuffling 
with redshirt freshman Jay Stoner for the job. 

— Joe Baird 
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Bic 12 LEAGUE LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEPTIONS PER GAME 
NAME, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Avc TD Yps/G NAME, SCHOOL Games REC Yos TD Rec/G 
Troy Davis, lowa State 11 402 2185 5.4 21 198.6 Kevin Lockett, Kansas State 1 72 882 6 66 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 1d 339-2084) 6.) ‘13> “1895 Rae Carruth, Colorado 11 SAN 6 28 ALP 
David Thompson, Oklahoma St. 11 293 1524 5.2 13 138.6 Isaac Byrd, Kansas 11 53 840 7 48 
| June Henley, Kansas 101 20209134945. 17 1849 Albert Connell, Texas A&M 12 57 872 G48 
| DeMond Parker, Oklahoma 11 180 1184 66 10 107.6 Mike Adams, Texas 12 56 942 5) Aa. 
Ricky Williams, Texas 129°205y 1272) 96:2 12"  106:0 | Phil Savoy, Colorado 1] 43 652 3 ecee 
Ahman Green, Nebraska LOM 155) SOIZ* SSi9e Vz 91.7 Kalief Muhammad, Baylor 1] 39 479 Se Oo 
Mike Lawrence, Kansas State 11 209 982 4.7 10 89.3 Pat Fitzgerald, Texas 12 38 545 211 62 
Herchell Troutman, Colorado 10 193 804 42 4 80.4 Ed Williams, lowa State 11 34 49) ae | 
DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 11 148 776 5.2 14 70.6 Alonzo Mayes, Oklahoma State 10 30 S20 3. 7 730 
INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 
Name, SCHOOL Games INT Yos TD Int/G Name, SCHOOL Games Rush Pass Torta Yos/G 
Steve Rosga, Colorado 1] 5 140 ] 0.5 | Koy Detmer, Colorado 11 6 3156 3150 286.4 
Chris Canty, Kansas State 1] 5 47 0 0.5 James Brown, Texas 12 119 2468 2587 215.6 
Mike Minter, Nebraska 12 5 129 ] 0.4 Troy Davis, lowa State 11 2185 0 2185 198.6 
Dean Jackson, Baylor ia 4 48 0 0.4 Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 2084 0 2084 189.5 
Jason Harris, Kansas iM 4 OSLO 0.4 Zebbie Lethridge, TexasTech 11 342 1686 2028 184.4 
== << : Tone Jones, Oklahoma State 10 170 1551 1721 172.1 | 
FIELD GOALS Branndon Stewart, Texas A&M 12 9 1904 1913 159.4 | 
Name, ScHooL Games FGA FG Pcr_ FG/G Brian Kavanagh, Kansas Slote 11 + +-170 +1893 1723 1567 
Phil Dawson, Texas 12 24 1979.2 16 Scott Frost, Nebraska 12 438 1440 1878 156.5 
Kyle Bryant, Texas A&M 2 2318 7831S | Todd Doxzon, lowa State 11 223 1498 1721 1565 
Jaret Greaser, Texas Tech 1] 18 Aare Yo re eA ' —— ——s 
Tim Sydnes, Oklahoma State 1] 19 12 63.2 1.1 PUNTING 
| Kris Brown, Nebraska 12 19 12) S682 120) Name, SCHOOL GAMES fe) Ybs Avc 
= Ss = - : Ty Atteberry, Baylor i 60 +2781 46.4 
SCORING Mare Harris, lowa State 1] 51 2312 45.3 
Name, ScHoot G_ 1D XP_ FP Pis_Prs/PG Jesse Kosch, Nebraska 12 44 1967 44.7 
Troy Davis, lowa State N27 O 126 115 James Garcia, Kansas State 1 5) 2260 44.3 
June Henley, Kansas 10 18 0 0 108 108 Jason Davis, Oklahoma State 11 59 2598 ~~ 4d.0 
D'Andre Hardeman, IXA&M 12 ~=—-18 0 0 108 9.0 ———— ss 
Phil Dawson, Texas 12 O25 19 108 9.0 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 14 0 0 84 7.6 NaME, SCHOOL G -RusH Rec Rer Yarvs Yos/PG 
DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 11 14 0 O 84 746 Troy Davis, lowa State 11 2185 61 118 2364 214.9 
Kyle Bryant, Texas A&M 12 0 35 18 89 7.4 Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 2084 192 0 2276 206.9 | 
Kris Brown, Nebraska 12 0 50 12 86 ifs June Henley, Kansas 10 1349 215 209 1773 177.3 | 
David Thompson, Oklahoma St. 11 13 0 0 78 (3) David Thompson, Oklahoma St.11 1524 225 0 1749 159.0 
Priest Holmes, Texas 12 14 0 0 84 7.0 Ricky Williams, Texas 127 91272-9291 0 1563 130.3 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
PASSING Games Att Comp Cmp Pct Int Ybs RatiNG Points 
Koy Detmer, Colorado 11 363 208 57.3 12 3156 22 143.7 
Ben Rutz, Kansas 9 103 59 573 3 823 7 141.0 
Richard Walton, Texas 12 62 38 61.3 ] 509 2 137.7 
| James Brown, Texas 12 299 170 56.9 12 2468 17 136.9 
Brian Kavanagh, Kansas State 1] 284 167 58.8 6 1893 20 133.8 
| Scott Frost, Nebraska 12 200 104 52.0 3 1440 13 130.9 
Jeff Watson, Baylor 9 127 67 52.8 3 858 10 130.8 
Matt Johner, Kansas 11 185 96 51.9 4 1232 10 121.3 
Todd Doxzon, lowa State 1] 231 124 53.7 9 1498 12 117.5 
Tone Jones, Oklahoma State 10 234 130 55.6 9 1551 8 114.8 
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RESTORE 


When 
Performance 


Counts 
Count on Restore! 


When you or your family are on the road, ge don’t want _ 
your Car or truck to let you down. 


Restore Automotive Products are designed specifically 

for older, high mileage vehicles. Engine Restorer & 

Lubricant repairs cylinder walls to increase lost 
compression and power. 


Radiator Restorer Sealer/Conditioner stops radiator 
leaks in seconds and can prevent future cooling 
system problems. 


“2. 1N 1” Super Fuel Injector Cleaner PLUS Octane 

\__ Booster keeps the entire fuel system clean and 

free of deposits while increasing octane up to 4 

points, effective in gasoline and diesel 
~ engines. 

- When performance counts, count on 


Restore to improve your vehicle’s 
\ performance. 
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